Beekeeping
The Journal of Devon Beekeepers' Association

Asian hornets
feeding on
Suterra bait
See page 43
Photo: Jersey Beekeepers

Vol 85 No 2

March 2019

2

26
March 2019

Vol 85 No 2

BEEKEEPING

Published by Devon Beekeepers’ Association Registered Charity No 270675
www.devonbeekeepers.org.uk

General Secretary

Barry Neal
Badgers Barn, Langtree
Torrington EX38 8NL
gen.sec.dbka@gmail.com
Editorial team
Lilah Killock: Editor
editor@devonbeekeepers.org.uk
Nicky Langley: Subeditor
subeditor@devonbeekeepers.org.uk
Mike Ticehurst: Compiler/Advertisements
ads@devonbeekeepers.org.uk
For independent subscribers in the UK the
annual subscription to Beekeeping in 2019
is £14.50.
Outside the UK the rates are:
Within Europe £30.50
Outside Europe £37.50
Payment must be made in Sterling drawn
on a UK bank. (If paying from any non-UK
bank, a supplement of £6 to meet bank
charges will apply.)
Please apply to:Lilah Killock
Fosbery
Bridgetown
Totnes TQ9 5BA
Email: editor@devonbeekeepers.org.uk
Make your cheque payable to
“Devon Beekeepers' Association”
The views expressed in this magazine are
the author’s own and not necessarily those
of the Devon Beekeepers' Association or this
magazine.

Contents
Chairman's Brood Box.........................27
Colin Sherwood
Taking the High Road.........................29
Changes to the
Devon Honey Show ...........................32
Book Reviews.......................................35
Free Ticket to
Devon County Show...........................36
Woodlice: Opportunists in the Hive....37
Nature as Home....................................40
A Message from DARG........................43
November Module Results..................43
2018: Final Postscript to a
Season of Abundance........................44
Letter to the Editor...............................45
For Sale.................................................47
Diary Dates............................................48
Useful website addresses
Asian Hornet
Action Team

ahat.org.uk

British Beekeepers
Association

bbka.org.uk

Devon Apicultural
Research Group

dargbees.org

National Bee Unit

nationalbeeunit.com

Your EC delegate or Branch Secretary can provide you with the log-in details for the
restricted area of the Devon Beekeepers' website.
To advertise in this magazine please contact the Advertising Secretary,
email: ads@devonbeekeepers.org.uk
Items for the April 2019 edition of the magazine must be with the Editor by the 10 March 2019.
Copyright on all items rests in the first instance with Devon Beekeepers Association.

27

Chairman's Brood Box
Tony Lindsell

As I write this edition of my Brood Box the weather is very
cold including a few days of snow. I’m hoping all our bees are
well wrapped up keeping each other warm and that they have
plenty of stores available to them. This is always the critical
period to get them through the winter. By the time you read
this, I anticipate the weather will be better (I’m an optimistic
beekeeper), the days will be getting longer and there will be
signs of spring in the garden. One of the earliest plants to bloom
is the camellia; I mention this because it’s also a favourite
of the Queen Asian hornet and she particularly favours the
single flower version. So when you are out monitoring your beehives please be
vigilant by looking for early signs of the Asian hornet. I’m afraid it is now a part of our
beekeeping responsibilities to be constantly on the alert for this invasive species. If
you do see one you can get support from your Branch AHAT.
Just a brief update for those of you interested in goings-on at the BBKA. The
Annual Delegates Meeting was rather better organised than in previous years and
a new Constitution was approved as was a new Disciplinary Procedure. From a
DBKA’s point of view the meeting was disappointing as our proposition to require
the Minutes from BBKA Executive Council (EC) meetings to be published on their
website was drastically amended
so that they only have to publish a
summary of the meetings. Although
this is a step forward, our own EC do
www.thebeeshop.co.uk
not consider that it is an open and
transparent way to conduct a charity. It
was also disappointing to discover that
Quality Beekeeper
our two propositions from last year’s
Clothing
ADM regarding the importation of bees
have, effectively, not progressed. It has
At Affordable Prices
become apparent that the BBKA have no
process for propositions to come before
their EC, to be discussed by Trustees
Full Suits,
and a plan for implementation approved.
Smocks, Bee Vests & Veils It seems they are discussed over coffee
by a few officers where no record of any
Full Adult Beekeeper Suit
discussion or decisions are recorded. It
is likely that the same happened to our
from £52 (free postage)
proposal from 2014 regarding petitioning
the government to reduce VAT on
Email:
beekeeping equipment.
michaeljohnduckett@gmail.com
As beekeepers we would all rather
be spending our time looking after our
bees but it is very frustrating when
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we make suggestions/propositions to the BBKA that would assist and help bees
and beekeepers, for them to be effectively disregarded. It was for this reason that
last year your Branch Delegates and our EC officers agreed to change our own
Constitution which had required us to be an Area Association Member of the BBKA.
It has been changed so that we now can choose if we want to be a member and
importantly can decide, at our own AGM, not to be a member if we feel that the BBKA
is not offering us what we want.
I’d also like to briefly update you on our own AGM and Devon Beekeepers’ Day
2019. I am very pleased that our North Devon Branch have agreed to host this year’s
event which will be on the 14 December. We are busily working with them organising
the details of the day. Watch this space.
The final session of last year’s event was a Question and Answer session, at which
two issues were raised by our members. The first was about training and education,
particularly, but not entirely, related to studying for exams. It became clear that we
don’t have a policy on this subject so our Education Officer, Ken Basterfield, will work
with our Branches to put one together. I’m sure it will be published in this magazine
when agreed.
The second matter raised by members was the format of Beekeeping magazine,
that is whether members wanted it electronically or as a hard copy. This is a friendly
debate we will continue to have as technology develops. There is no easy answer.
We would like to accommodate everyone but finances have an impact if we reduce
the number of hard copies produced. Our Editorial Team are constantly looking at this
as well as the matter of the plastic wrapper used for the magazine. We have asked
your Branch delegates to discuss this with you in your own meetings so if you have
suggestions that could help us move forward please let them have your feedback and
comments.
Finally, I would just like to thank Ken Basterfield for representing Devon
Beekeepers as a Trustee of the BBKA for the last 12 years. He has dedicated a huge
amount of time, effort and energy not only to act as a link to the BBKA but also to
improve the lot of bees and beekeepers. Thank you, Ken.

DON'T SELL ALL YOUR HONEY YET!

Devon County Show Honey Sales needs your honey and
other hive products to sell at this year's County Show.
Honey always sells well, but so do candles, and other hive products, so
get making and use this opportunity to promote your products.
Our customers usually purchase honey from the area where they live.
Take this opportunity to promote your honey by donating some jars for the
Taste of Honey Stall. Sampling your honey is the best way to sell it!
Check out the DBKA website for this year's prices.
The County retains 20% of the selling price as commission.
Jack Mummery (Devon County Show Honey Sales Coordinator)
Jabeda Barton, West Buckland, EX32 0SG
Telephone: 01598 760209, email: jackmummery@mypostoffice.co.uk
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Colin Sherwood – Taking the High Road
Nicky Langley

Colin is an ex-mariner who has been fully grounded in his love of bees. If you
were ever looking for an appropriate advocate for apian activities, you should look
no further. Although this was the first time we met, he made me most welcome in his
delightful home buried in the beautiful East Devon countryside.
The DBKA award of Honorary Membership is not given out lightly, and Colin
has earned his with flying colours even though he only moved to Devon in 2005,
shortly after retirement. A fortuitous visit to the Axevale Flower Festival fuelled his
fascination with beekeeping and he signed up for the beginners’ course on the spot.
However, Colin cautions new beekeepers about jumping in too quickly. He himself
got a very valuable whole year’s worth of experience in the East Devon Beekeepers
(EDBK) apiaries before taking on his first swarm, kindly provided by one of his
mentors, the late Dr Peter West. Along with John Hewson and David Pratley, the
“Three Wise Men” gave Colin the full benefit of their extensive knowledge. This is
likely where he discovered that if you ask six beekeepers for their opinion, you will
get seven different answers. One of his personal conclusions is don’t have one hive.
If you lose your colony over winter, you will have nothing to do until May, and this can
so discourage a keeper that they quit entirely.
Colin expanded his hives to 30 colonies kept in locations up to 10 miles from his
home. He has always collaborated with other beekeepers and at one point in time
was maintaining double that number with a fellow apiarist. This gave him a honey
harvest of up to 1,000lb per year. Unsurprisingly, he got into showing, which is really
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good fun. This isn’t Colin’s first award: he won a prestigious Blue Ribbon for his light
English honey at the Honiton Show, one of a pile of other awards I was delighted to
admire. His advice for potential exhibitors? Learn the Rules and know where points
are gained or lost in properly presenting and labelling your produce.
But this award isn’t given out for
the productive keeping of bees
alone. In 2008, Colin became the
Chair of EDBK and in 2011 took
on the Chair of DBKA; this was a
particularly busy year for him while
the two roles crossed over. The
DBKA has a 3-Year Rule for its
President and Chairman (because
people get sticky – no pun intended)
so in 2014 he became President
while continuing to be involved in his
Colin with the demonstration hive at Honiton Show
very active Branch.
Colin is planning to return to Scotland, where his three girls reside with his four
grandchildren, to save his wife the regular long journeys she frequently makes. He
cannot take his beloved bees with him so others have been the lucky recipients of his
tender ministrations. However, he has only hung up his nets temporarily, and indeed,
is still very involved with the branches, examining and showing. For example, he was
a member of the Honiton Show Committee and has been providing the live bees at
the Devon County Show for the past few years.
When I heard that his pending move will require him to sell his beekeeping
equipment, I asked him which piece he most valued, and would be certain to
replace and was told the most important part of the hive was the bees. Bees will live
anywhere. Get good bees. Get local bees and rear your own queens. Secondly,
locate them appropriately – not in a green desert – and in a position that suits them.
Finally, look after them regularly
but don’t be too inquisitive. The
multitude of equipment options will
test (your) courage.
In 2017, Colin was awarded the
Downing Memorial Bowl; an award
that has been made since 1965 and
is given to the DBKA member who
is considered to have contributed
most to the Association in recent
years. The Honorary Membership
Award at the 2018 DBKA AGM was
a nice surprise to Colin and a great
honour.
Colin relaxing in his beautiful Devon home, where his
Devon’s loss will be Scotland’s
wax
candles are displayed on the sideboard alongside
gain.
his BBKA Honorary Membership Award

31

Colin Sherwood
Citation for DBKA Honorary Membership
Colin is not a local lad. He started life in the
Northwest of England but his professional career
has taken him all over the world. In fact, he only
came to beekeeping in recent years, about fifteen
years ago.
As a beginner, his mentors identified him as
keen and capable, full of good ideas, and these
abilities have certainly been realised in his work
for the DBKA. At one time while expanding his
own apiary to around 25 colonies, he helped a
colleague manage all of their hives as well and
then harvested a substantial crop of honey each
year. Unfortunately Colin has recently had to give
up his bees.
He joined his local East Devon Branch, where
he was soon elected Chairman and took on the
Colin receiving his award from Chris
Smith, DBKA President
role of Apiary Manager, ensuring that beginners
were supported and guided. Whilst doing those
tasks, he also pursued his own
beekeeping education, passing many
of the exams including the General
For Sale
Husbandry Exam. He is one of the
6-Frame Nuclei
Assessors for the Basic Assessment in
the county.
Overwintered nuclei in strong
non-returnable corrugated
He has given considerable support
travelling nuc boxes
to the Honiton Show, serving as
its Treasurer for a period. He is
BS National brood frames
also a member of the DBKA Show
Easy to handle dark British bees
Committee and has been responsible
for organising the live bee handling
2018 Queen marked Red
demonstrations at the Devon County
Available for collection
Show. He is still actively involved
from end of March
now and again and until recently was
weather permitting - £160.00
always entering the competitions.
Hives of bees £260.00
Over seven years ago he was
Contact Michael Symons
elected as DBKA Chairman where
Marston Lodge
he served for three years. He then
Taddyforde Estate
took on the role of President for three
New North Road
years and after that remained on the
Exeter EX4 4AT
Executive Committee as Immediate
Telephone 01392 412249
Past President for another year. He
fulfilled those roles with enthusiasm,
Mobile 07795 466130
dedication, and an eye to the future for
Email mesymons@yahoo.co.uk
the benefit of us all.
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Changes to the Devon Honey Show
Liz Westcott

Those of you who have volunteered to steward at Devon County Show over the
last few years will know how efficiently the Show has been run under the watchful
eyes of Ruth and Barry Neal. Sadly, we said goodbye to this hardworking couple last
year and eventually found a new regime willing to take on the challenge of running
the Bees and Honey Marquee at Devon County Show. Thank you, Tony Lindsell
for holding the fort with Harriet Brooks-Brownlie and Steve Ide in 2018. I am the
new Show Secretary and Chairman, Harriet is now Chief Steward and Steve Ide, as
always, is responsible for the Honey Competition and entries in the Honey Show.
With a change of Committee, we have had a look at the Honey Show and made a
few additions and changes. All the classes that you know and love will remain the
same.
One of the biggest changes to the Honey Show is that we will now accept staging
of entries on the Thursday morning, subject to confirmation with Steve Ide (s.d.ide@
talktalk.net) Entries still have to be made through the Devon County Show website
by the deadline – 20th April – but the staging of the entries can be done on the first
morning of the Show to avoid members having to make an unnecessary journey on
the Wednesday (especially those who live far away).
There have been some changes to the Schedule this year:
As well as the usual mead classes, we have now introduced a class for Metheglin,
Melomel, Pyment or Cyser. There is a new class for chutney – made to your own
recipe using honey but will be judged with Quicke’s Traditional Vintage Cheddar.
There will be the usual Honey Fudge Class. Other Cookery Classes this year will
be Honey Sponge Sandwich, Honey Oat Biscuits and Honey Fingers.
We have decided to introduce a new class: Decorated Wheelbarrow in the theme
of Bees. The wheelbarrow can be any size, made from plastic, wood or metal,
as you wish. National Bee Supplies have been able to source small decorative
wheelbarrows, which they will stock for us. The recommended retail price is £29.99.
However, if you present the £10 voucher printed on the back cover of this magazine,
it is available to Devon Beekeepers for £19.99. The wheelbarrow makes a very
attractive feature for your garden and after you have won first prize at Devon County
Show – another £10 – your wheelbarrow should end up costing you £9.99!
There is also a new class for Beeswax Wraps in the Honey Show, as these wraps
are very popular at the moment.
The entry fee has increased this year to £1.20.
On the staging of seven or more competition items, you will be entitled to a free
entry ticket to Devon County Show.
You may wish to stage your entries on the Wednesday when there is free entry to
the Showground throughout the afternoon and early evening and then you can simply
collect your free ticket for use on another day.
However, you can deliver your entries early on Thursday morning and pay a £50
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deposit to drive into the Showground but you must exit the Showground before 9 am
in order to redeem your £50 deposit.
Entries can be posted to Lisa Moore, Features Co-ordinator, Devon County Show,
Clyst St Mary, Exeter, Devon EX5 2PP, or entries can be made on-line at
www.devoncountyshow.co.uk where the Schedule can also be found.
Closing date for entries is 20th April. No late entries can be accepted.
If you entered the Devon Honey Show last year you will automatically be sent
a Schedule this year. If not, you can request one be sent to you from the Devon
County Show website (web address above).
We are introducing a class entitled Decorate a Cake in a Bee Theme. The cake
should be no more than 20 cms (8 inches) in diameter. It will not be cut or tasted and
will be judged purely on appearance by votes from the public for the cake they like
best.
Another new feature will be the Gourmet Honey of Devon County Show. Members
of the public will pay £1 to taste the jars of honey which have been entered by Devon
Beekeepers, ie you and me. They will decide which honey they think is the best and
vote for it. The jar that gets the most votes is the winner.
Both the Decorate a Cake in a Bee Theme and the Gourmet Honey of Devon
County Show classes can be entered through the Schedule, along with the other
classes.
The Stevenson Trophy was devised to promote teamwork within the Branches by
having them produce a display which was educational about honey bees and their
part in pollination, and is interactive and engaging. As soon as your Branch decides

FOR ALL YOUR BEEKEEPING NEEDS

ADAMS

homehardware
At 164 Fore Street, Exeter

Top quality equipment
Hives, frames, foundations and tools.

Main agents for E.H.THORNE
MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE

For personal service ring 01392 272877 : Email adamsofcrediton@btinternet.com
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on the title of your display, please email me (lizwestcott@me.com) to let me know.
This is to ensure that two Branches don’t choose the same subject. We will change
the judging order this year so that the Stevenson Trophy exhibits are judged first
thing in the morning.
The Honey Sales stall sells predominantly honey but will sell any product of the
hive that is made from honey and/or wax. Furniture polish sells for £4 for an 80g tin,
fudge at £2 per 100g, candles as you price them. Devon Beekeepers take 20% of
the retail price and the beekeeper is paid the rest. Please inform Jack Mummery of
your intended honey or product of the hive sales (jackmummery@
mypostoffice.co.uk).
If you want your honey on the Honey Sales stall to
sell then you cannot do better than donate some jars of
honey to the Taste of Honey stall where people buy a
scone with honey and clotted cream. Invariably, when
they buy honey they ask for the honey they enjoyed on
their scone. The Taste of Honey stall relies on donations
from beekeepers in order to show a profit. Traditionally,
the local associations which keep bees in their club
apiaries make a donation of honey to the Taste of Honey stall. We would be most
appreciative if your Branch could see their way to donating honey to us this year. To
notify us of honey donations to the Taste of Honey Stall, please email lizwestcott@
me.com.
Devon County Show opens at 8.30 am and closes at 6.30 pm. If you volunteer to
steward then you have half a day to spend at the Show and half a day to work as a
steward on one of the many attractions in our Bees and Honey Marquee. We have
always worked with two shifts: 8.30 am till 1.30 pm or 1.30 pm till 6.30 pm – both of
which are five hours. This year, we have decided to introduce another shift which
will be 10.30 am till 4 pm with a half-hour break for lunch to be taken between 1 pm
and 2 pm. We are anticipating a good response to our call for stewards this year so
get your requests in early, please. If you or anyone from your Branch is interested in
becoming a steward please email Harriet Brooks Brownlie at
harriet.brooks-007@hotmail.co.uk.
The Information Stand is your opportunity to use the Devon County Show to
promote beekeeping in your area. Every day at the Show we have people making
enquiries about how they can become a beekeeper. If we have details of the courses
run by the local associations, information on meetings and contact details we are
happy to pass them on. You are much more likely to see them then, than if we tell
them to "google" you. Please email Maggie Heal at maggieheal@gmail.com with
details of your regular meetings and a point of contact so we can pass these on for
you.
We hope you will find something in the Schedule that appeals to you. Please
remember that there are lots of classes for those who either have no honey left at this
time of year or have not yet got their own bees. There is photography, cookery, art,
poetry, flower arranging and an item of beekeeping equipment as well as the many
honey and wax classes. We look forward to receiving your individual entries and
your Branch's Stevenson Trophy entry.
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Book Reviews
The Ethics of Beekeeping by John M Whitaker
John can always be relied on for good practical advice on
all aspects of beekeeping but this is a very different book that
asks often uncomfortable questions. It has been reviewed in
other bee journals but I am adding a few thoughts as this book
challenges us to rethink the ways in which we keep our bees;
John reminds us that we only own them as long as they choose
to stay with us; they are still essentially wild creatures.
John defines ethics as an essential element of what it is to
be human, to be able to judge what is right and wrong and
so it is only proper that beekeeping should include ethical
considerations.
We keep bees for many reasons and there are choices to make - not all black and
white, often confusingly grey. The book discusses all aspects of beekeeping, the
bees’ natural life cycle and how this impacts on the choices we make. Are we puttng
the bees’ or the beekeepers’ needs first when we site the apiary, decide how many
colonies we put in it and the sort of hive we put them in? John discusses handling
the bees, their nutrition, selective breeding and how much income we can expect
from them.
The descriptions of beekeeping techniques are straightforward. Experienced
beekeepers might find them a little simplistic but the ethical questions are set
out clearly. John is never judgemental nor does he provide any answers but is
challenging us all to consider how our choices affect not only ourselves but the bees,
other beekeepers, wider society and the environment.
The book is available from Amazon for £12.60 plus postage.
Julie Elkin
The Honey Factory by Jurgen Tautz & Diedrich Steen
There's a clue in the name of this book that it is not going to be your average
description of the internal workings of the hive. In fact the name might suggest it is
going to be all about the best way to exploit honey bees to get maximum production
and the highest honey yields, but that's not how it reads at all.
This hardback, at about 8” x 6”, is good to hold and the font is easy on the eye.
The language used makes it very accessible. When reading sentences such as
Flying home, they brush the sticky pollen from their bodies into bundles held in small
baskets of bristles on their hind legs and arrive at the hive wearing small yellow
trousers, do not be fooled into thinking that this is a dumbed-down tome aimed at
as wide a readership as possible (which no doubt it is). The simple words do not
stop the author from covering complex topics, such as the haploid status of drones
and the experiments which suggest that honey bee pupae are learning before they
emerge from their capped brood cells.
There is a deeper examination of the waggle dance, plus an excellent explanation
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of why it is best to be still around the hive. This book gives a
thorough review of the reasons why bees respond to smoke
the way they do and provides fascinating facts on the use of
propolis, both by the bees and by humans. The topic of the
therapeutic use of products from the hive is touched upon;
were you aware that so-called hive air is breathed in via tubes
for lung complaints?
One point about the language: this is a translation from
German and it is very good. However there some less familiar
words to get used to - just little things. For example, when
describing harvesting honey, instead of extractor the word
separator is used. There's also talk of Linden trees, more
commonly known in Britain as Lime trees. These minor anomalies do not detract
from reading The Honey Factory at all.
As often with modern books about bees, whereas the main part of the book covers
honey bee behaviour and biology, the chapters at the end cover the threats to
bees, and how they might be affected by mankind in the future. Effectively, we are
reminded that those who choose to stop eating honey because of concerns for the
bees' welfare should also consider avoiding consuming almond products bearing in
mind the industrial practices of some American beekeepers. There is a potted history
of beekeeping in Germany and an insight into the reversion to an old tradition of
keeping bees in the hollows of trees.
This is definitely the sort of beekeeping book that is a pleasure to read. It is perfect
too for handing over to those non-beekeepers who ask questions that are not that
simple to answer. This book makes a complex topic much easier to grasp.
Rachel West

Free Ticket to Devon County Show 16th to 18th May 2019
Terms and conditions apply… One free ticket in return for half a day stewarding
The Bees and Honey Marquee is an award winning feature which has
consistently won accolades for its success in informing and engaging the public
about honey bees and beekeeping. We are looking for enthusiastic people to join
our friendly team to steward at the Show. You can opt to steward for a half day or
up to three days. For each day you will have a free ticket to the Show.
The stewarding sessions are: 8.30 am – 1.30 pm; 1.30 pm – 6.30 pm;
10.30 am – 4.00 pm with a half-hour break for lunch between 1 pm and 2 pm.
You can steward as many days as you wish and choose between the areas you
work from Honey Sales, Taste of Honey, Candle Rolling, Information Stand, Asian
Hornet exhibit, Flying Bees, or in a general role.
Parking is free. Refreshments will be available throughout the day.
Anyone interested in having a thoroughly rewarding and enjoyable day out and
joining a friendly and enthusiastic team, please email me at harriet.brooks-007@
hotmail.co.uk
Harriet Brooks Brownlie, Chief Steward
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Woodlice: Opportunists in the Hive
Graham Kingham

Last month I mentioned some uninvited guests; this is the story of one of those
creatures.
Having put my bottom board in to check on the varroa drop in December, I noticed
that a lot of frass was gathering at the edges but no evidence of its owners. A few
days later, during which we had a week of
inclement weather, I went out to remove
the board, only to find the culprits: over one
hundred woodlice. It was quite damp at the
edges and they seemed to be located there
but lots more were all over the bottom making
the most of the rubbish.
I have never seen any inside the hive and
the few bees that had crawled up the front
gap did not seem to be bothered by them.
Woodlice may look like insects, but in fact
Frass at the edges
they are crustaceans and are related to crabs
and lobsters. It is thought there are about 3,500 species of woodlice in the world. Of
the 40 species found outdoors in Britain, Common Pygmy Woodlouse Trichoniscus
pusillus, Smooth Woodlouse Oniscus asellus and Rough Woodlouse Porcellio
scaber, are common just about everywhere.
Woodlice are sometimes given local
names such as pill bugs and slaters. The
pill woodlouse gets its name because it can
roll itself up into a ball.
Woodlice like damp, dark places - hence
the floor board - and can be found hiding in
walls, under stones and in compost heaps,
all throughout the year. Some species such
as the common sea slater are only found
on the coast. It easily becomes desiccated,
so will hide in damp places during the day,
Woodlice scavenging in the centre of the board especially in hot, dry weather.
A woodlouse has 14 legs and an outer shell called an exoskeleton, averaging
10mm in length. When a woodlouse grows too big for its exoskeleton it has to moult
to allow a new shell to take its place. Moulting takes place in two stages, first the
back half is shed and a day or so later the front half falls off. They have a pair of
antennae to help them find their way around, and two small tubes, called uropods,
sticking out the back of their bodies. The uropods help them navigate and some
species use them to produce chemicals to discourage predators. Most woodlice are
found on land, but their ancestors used to live in water and woodlice still breathe
using gills.
Woodlice eat rotting plants, fungi and their own faeces, but they do not urinate.
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They get rid of their waste by producing a strong-smelling chemical called ammonia,
which passes out through their shells as a gas.
After mating, females carry their fertilised eggs in a small brood pouch under their
bodies. The young hatch inside the pouch and stay there until they are big enough to
survive on their own.
A common woodlouse can live for three to four years. Apart from man, its main
predators are centipedes, toads, shrews and spiders.
The first woodlice were marine isopods which are presumed to have colonised land
in the Carboniferous period of earth’s history, over 300 million years ago.

All photographs by G Kingham

Head of woodlouse x25

Neopoll 1kg
£3.95
1lkg pack
pack -- £3.95
18kg
£66.60
18k box --£66.60
(fondant with pollen)

Tail end showing uropods x25

Apifonda 2.5kg pack - £5.95
12.5kg box - £26.50

ApiInvert 14kg pail - £29.50
(Inverted sugar syrup)

(Plain fondant)

We can also supply all individuals, groups and association with very good rates on bulk
and wholesale purchases & pallet deliveries
10 w/foundation
We specialise
in ASSEMBLED FRAMES Pre-Wired
4F Radial Motorised £598
and ready to use with or without foundation embedded.

£29.70

10 Frames
£14.75

Hives - Extractors - Motor Conversions - Filtration - Pre-Wired Frames - Tools/Sundries - Fondant - Poly Insulated Roofs - Bulk Orders
plus all other beekeeping needs

www.parkbeekeeping.com

02086 949960

info@parkbeekeeping.com

London Est 1985
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Nature as Home
Jeremy Barnes

One of the highlights of my life was spending four days of 1989 in a canoe on
the Zambezi River with my son. The Zambezi Valley, one of the last unspoiled wild
life areas in the world, is closed for all but four months of the year because of the
heat and humidity. Access in winter is strictly controlled and the guides undergo a
rigorous training. We got really close to buffalo and elephant both in the water and
on the land. (One evening, a small herd of elephants walked silently through our
campsite while we were sitting around the fire). The crocodiles were some of the
largest imaginable, the bird life was spectacular, and we had one alarmingly close
encounter with a hippo.
It works the other way round as well. In 1991 Mary and I were in the Mkuzi Game
Reserve in Natal, South Africa, and signed up for an early morning game walk with
the specific intention of seeing some of the park’s featured animal - the black rhino.
Shortly before sunrise we drove to pick up our guide - an elderly, traditional Zulu man,
upstanding and proper, with an immaculately starched uniform and polished boots,
armed with no more than an old 303 rifle, who sat bolt upright on the passenger
seat as he directed us to the starting point of our trek. He led, I followed and Mary
brought up the rear as we walked through the bush. He didn’t speak English and I
used my limited Zulu to ask questions. Nothing escaped or perturbed him. I would
ask about some spoor we had just crossed, and without looking back he would say,
ndhdlulamithi (giraffe,) ingulule (warthog) or phuti (duiker).
After four hours we approached the car and, without thinking, I reached into my
pocket and pushed the clicker to unlock the doors. The dignified man in front of me,
hitherto phlegmatic and stolid, literally leapt several inches into the air. He was willing
to face a charging rhino with a vintage weapon, but the prospect of a car that blinked
its lights apparently of its own accord, terrified him.
He was so inured in the traditional rural lifestyle of the Natal National Parks that a
glimpse of the modern world was beyond his ken.
Game reserves offer a romantic experience of wild creatures in unspoiled land,
often leaving us with the feeling of being intruders in a landscape where the normal
destructive rules of engagement between people and nature no longer seem to
apply. Such places, however, are much more than a romantic idea or a saccharine
necessity. As humankind becomes the dominant ecological force across the planet,
so does biodiversity continue to decline, with consequences that were dramatically
spelled out in the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, published in October
2018 and titled Global Warming of 1.5ºC.
One of the unspoken messages of the report is that parks and protected areas like
the Zambezi Valley or Mkuzi Game Park cannot save the world’s biodiversity, in part
because they are ecological islands. Small protected areas, covering 12 per cent of
the earth’s surface in 2005, surrounded by land without suitable habitat, cannot by
themselves protect global biodiversity. Nor do they address the question of the larger
mammals species, like elephants, whose enormous ranges cannot be contained
even in the greatest of parks.
Dr Bill Adams, Moran Professor of Conservation and Development at Downing
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College, Cambridge, has described in detail the history of the conservation
movement, starting with the colonial imperative of the 17th Century which exerted a
powerful attraction on naturalists. By the 19th Century, museum and zoo collectors
and big-game hunters were undertaking expeditions to bring back exotic plants and
animals as specimens and trophies, which in turn led to the foundation of many of the
world’s biggest environmental organisations, some as zoos, others as conservation
or preservation societies. A number of high-profile conservationists such as
Theodore Roosevelt, provided publicity for the needs for preservation both home and
abroad, even if large numbers of animal trophies were acquired in the process.
After the Second World War, conservation became internationalised through the
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the United Nations and an
increasing number of non-governmental organisations, such as the World Wide Fund
for Nature (WWF) and the Nature Conservancy in the USA. At the same time, the
number of protected areas grew. The land area officially protected as nature reserves
of one sort or another doubled in successive decades, But, Bill Adams emphasises,
they had forgotten something. The places we think of as intact wilderness were
invariably someone else’s home, whether in Africa, Asia, or native America.
The displaced people lost access to land for hunting or grazing; some lost homes
and farms and they had no right of redress when it was taken away.
There is a certain false comfort in the idea that biodiversity is something in distant
parts of the world for us to visit and enjoy, protected from an ever-expanding human
population and an invasive global economy. Much of it is so far away that we
experience it only virtually, through videos or webcams or gaming simulations. But
there is an alternative, which is quieter and more local. Once, nature conservation
began at home. Indeed, that is the root of the word ecology, from the Greek for
oikos, or home. As the impact of industrialisation and urbanisation began to bite,
conservation was seen as vital not just for its own sake but also for the quality of
human health and wellbeing in issues such as air and water pollution and urban
design.
Nature was important for its beauty or rarity but also for its significance to human
society at a time of rapid change.
Of course, local nature is still important. Many organisations focus on local wild
places and their importance to ordinary people. Nature reserves are promoted as
‘green gyms’ for their health-giving potential as much as their ecology. Projects
abound to get children out of the house to inoculate them against ‘nature deficit
disorder’, inspired by books such as Richard Louv’s Lost Child in the Woods (2005).
But despite the efforts put into camps and trails, mini-beast safaris, fungus forays,
observation hives and bat walks, local nature has undoubtedly lost some of its public
appeal. It’s almost something to do with the kids on Saturday rather than an ongoing
commitment as a family.
Once again we have to recognise that our fate and that of the natural world are
bound up with each other. For the sake of both people and nature, we need to
develop spaces where wild species can thrive, clean watercourses where children
can play and that absorb floods, novel environments such as green roofs or linear
parks, and a culture of celebration of untamed nature, from migrant birds overflying
skyscrapers to butterflies on window boxes to feral bees that are not exposed to
toxic substances. The future of most species depends on what happens outside

42

strictly protected areas, to the places where we live and work, and to link them to
our consumption habits, to the honey and iphones we buy, the water we drink and
the fertilisers we put on our lawns. And we need to remember that one culture’s
‘wilderness’ is another’s ‘home’.
It’s the world’s very connectivity that makes this daunting task possible. It is now
possible via a website to track an elephant across the African landscape as its radio
collar sends locations through the mobile phone network. That gives a very different
picture of the daily life of elephants from what the average tourist gets: one starts
to see it from the point of view of the elephants and the farmers who live with them.
In places such as the Laikipia Plateau in Kenya, elephants and people compete
for space. Cornfields provide perfect jumbo feeding stations and the costs, in lost
livelihoods and sometimes lost lives, is huge. Here, the conservation challenge faced
by charities such as Space for Giants is not about creating areas that are protected
like fortresses against people, but about building hybrid landscapes where people
and elephants can co-exist, to the point of using beehives connected by wires to
protect crops - the beasts push against the wires, the bees are agitated and the
elephants retreat.
Nature is not a consumer good or a rare resource, to be chased down in some
remote tourist destination. Rather it is home. How we live in nature, with nature, and
as part of nature, matters, and one of the attractions of beekeeping is that we not
only get to bring that intriguing part of the natural world into our homes, but we get to
interact with these fascinating insects rather than impose our will on them.
We cannot fence off nature and expect it to survive. Nature works, rather than
simply exists, and we have to work with and within it. This, for me, is the essence of
Tom Seeley’s message of Darwinian Beekeeping … more of that next month.
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A Message from DARG
MONITOR YOUR AREA IN DEVON FOR THE PRESENCE OF ASIAN HORNET
(Vespa velutina)
DARG (Devon Apicultural Research Group) has
ordered a bulk delivery of the wasp attractrant
Suterra for distribution around the county. This bait
was used very successfully in Jersey last year.
European and Asian hornets are quickly drawn to it.
It is hoped that Branches will distribute 150-200ml
to members willing to use Suterra to see what
insects are in their area. The idea is not to trap
or harm any insect but simply to see what visitors
come to the bait.
The bait should be put somewhere that is easy to
Marked Asian hornet
view regularly. It need not be near your apiary, but
feeding in Jersey last year
could be close to your kitchen window or back door,
Photo: Jersey Beekeepers ideally somewhere you pass by or look out of often.
The photograph on the right was taken at
the Torbay Branch apiary last year. About
15ml of Suterra was added to absorbent
paper. The stone is for stability. An upturned,
coloured bucket is a useful stand and helps
the insects orientate.
If Asian hornets are seen feeding, they can
be easily photographed and the authorities
alerted. If you should spot an insect on
the bait but it flies off before you can see it
properly, don't worry. If it's a hornet it will
soon return for another feed. The hornets
Marked European hornets feeding
Photo: Glyn Davies
are not aggressive while feeding. (The
insects can be marked while they are quite
still feeding on the bait. You are not expected to mark any insect yourself.)
If you would like some Suterra to use for monitoring the insects in your garden or
apiary, please contact your Branch Secretary.

November Module Results
Congratulations to the following members for their success in the November 2018
sitting of the Modules:
Philip Aitken (Plymouth) Module 7 Selection and Breeding of Honey Bees;
Kathy Lovegrove (Totnes & Kingsbridge) Module 3 Honey Bee Pests, Diseases and
Poisoning; Helen Tworkowski (Tavistock) Module 2 Distinction Honey Bee Products
and Forage; Rachel West (Okehampton) Module 6 Honey Bee Behaviour.

44

2018: Final Postscript to a Season of Abundance
Julie Elkin

For many of us, 2018 has been an abundant year: colonies built up rapidly, soon
making up for the previous winter’s losses and the honey flowed. Of course this
wasn’t true for all beekeepers. Why were bees starving in some areas and working
from dawn to dusk filling supers in others? Listening to tales from other areas and
reading the bee journals, the problem many beekeepers experienced was the lack
of nectar flow due to drought conditions. Dehydrated plants cannot secrete much
nectar.
Ken Basterfield wrote recently in one of the journals that it has been a poor year for
honey production and honey will be expensive. Looking at the areas where reports of
a poor season are coming from it seems to me that the bees whose major income is
derived from annual plant sources, especially farm crops such as oilseed rape (crop
yields were down apparently), are the ones who have suffered this nectar shortage.
In many parts of North Devon there are no annual farm crops for the bees to work
and most of their income derives from perennials, wild and garden plants, wild and
cultivated trees, shrubs and hedgerows. Perennials with their deeper root systems
can cope better in drought conditions than the shallower-rooted annual plants.
Is there a lesson here for all of us who are concerned about the problem of habitat
loss for pollinators? We can certainly all plant more perennials in our gardens:
maybe a tree or two, or some fruit bushes, but we have little influence over the wider
environment. How I wish farmers could be persuaded not to cut hedges so brutally
and so frequently, never giving the plants a chance to flower - bees need flowering
hedgerows.
We are frequently reminded that pollinators need to have access to a wide range of
nectar and particularly pollen-producing plants to satisfy all their nutritional needs and
an article* by Dr Ken Thompson, a plant ecologist at Sheffeld University, highlighted
these needs. He tells us that developing honeybee larvae need considerable
amounts of phosphorus, potassium and especially nitrogen and lesser amounts of
copper, iron, zinc and magnesium, and that most of these elements come from the
pollen. Pollens vary widely in composition. Sunflower pollen is very low in phosphorus
although a study published in scientific reports found that sunflowers have a positive
effect on the bee’s immune system. Bumblebees feeding on sunflowers had lower
levels of crithidia infections than those with no access to the flowers. The pollen from
clover, gorse and broad bean (all legumes) provides an almost perfect balance of
these elements. Around my apiary I am sure the early and late supply of gorse pollen
brought in in great quantity is vital to both the emerging spring bees and for rearing
the winter bees.
All pollens are short of sodium which bees must access from other sources - the
reason why bees are known to drink seawater, visit chlorinated swimming pools and
even drink human sweat and tears. We don’t like to see our bees drinking dirty water
around manure heaps and decomposing organic matter but they do need the salt. A
reason why when we are setting up a water source near an apiary we are advised to
add a little salt to attract the bees.
*How do bees get a balanced diet if they only eat pollen and nectar? The Telegraph 7 October 2018
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Letter to the Editor
Acetic acid fumigation – effective against EFB or not?
In his response to my article on acetic acid fumigation and EFB, Andrew
Stainer‑Smith asks for more evidence of effectiveness.
The NBU produces excellent advisory leaflets and booklets that I would not
hesitate to recommend. However, they are necessarily pragmatic, having to deal
successfully with the lowest common denominator – both of treatment effectiveness
and beekeeper diligence. It is fair to say that some of this is “failsafe advice”, and
rightly so. The current issue of Foulbrood Diseases of Honey Bees states on page 33
However, there is no evidence that [acetic acid fumigation] is effective against AFB or
EFB.
There is an interesting document on the National Bee Unit website1, which is a
response by Frank Gellatly, Giles Budge, and Ben Jones of the NBU to intelligent
questions raised regarding EFB. This pulls back the covers a little on the NBU’s
thinking, allowing them to expand on some of the more complex points. On the very
question of fumigation, they reply there is no evidence that acetic acid fumigation
is fully effective against EFB, indicating that fumigation is effective but not in all
circumstances. What is the research evidence underpinning this qualified response?
Most serious fundamental research on bee diseases undertaken in this country
was performed at Rothamsted Experimental Station between the 1950’s and 1970’s.
Dr Leslie Bailey worked there within a team comprising, at various times, Butler,
Free, Simpson, Ribbands, and Ball. Bailey himself was prodigious in his research,
starting with bacterial (foul brood), protozoan (Nosema) and fungal (chalk brood)
diseases, and subsequently undertaking pioneering work on viral diseases2.
Bailey’s book Honeybee Pathology stands as a summary of his decades of work
on bee diseases and is still a solid reference on the topic. In Chapter 10, Treatment
of Bee Diseases, he states:
Fumes of formaldehyde or acetic acid, applied in the same way that is advised
for the disinfection of comb contaminated with spores of Nosema apis, will kill the
resting stages of Melissococcus pluton [the EFB bacteria] when these are not buried
beneath organic matter. Sound, empty comb from diseased colonies are worth
treating in this simple fashion. Comb containing dead brood should be burned.
In this context, organic matter refers principally to the corpses of dead brood and
their earlier defecations, hence the instruction that such comb should be burned.
It does not, of course, refer to the wax comb itself. By implication, sound, empty
comb from diseased colonies would include comb that once held brood but had
subsequently been cleaned out by house bees.
So given this quite authoritative support for acetic acid fumigation, how did we
end up with the NBU stating there is no evidence and recommending that it was not
effective? It appears overly cautious, at the very least. Remember “failsafe advice”
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and the lowest common denominator of diligence. Perhaps, despite best intentions,
there has been some dumbing down through repeatedly trying to present complex
facts in a foolproof fashion: effective for comb without organic matter becomes not
fully effective becomes not effective …?

It is curious that in the context of shook swarming, no mention is made by the
NBU that their preferred method of EFB control - shook swarming - is also not fully
effective; recurrence of EFB in shook swarmed colonies is not unusual in subsequent
years.
The point of my earlier article was to demonstrate the ease and broad usefulness
of acetic acid fumigation as a general hygienic measure for re-usable combs and
equipment. If acetic acid fumigation was good enough against EFB for Dr Bailey, with
his decades of research, then it’s good enough for me, and probably for you too, as a
component of Integrated Pest Management (IPM).
Beekeeping is a fascinating activity not least because of the unexpected avenues
that it opens up. There is great pleasure in reading the wealth of information available
on honeybee behaviour, management, and diseases. For those who would like to
dig deeper into honeybee diseases, I would wholeheartedly recommend Honeybee
Pathology, 2nd edition by Bailey and Ball, and Honey Bee Pests, Predators, and
Diseases, 3rd edition, edited by Morse and Flottum.
Ken Basterfield, NDB
1
2

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/downloadDocument.cfm?id=1320
https://www.facebook.com/IBRAssociation/posts/ibra-has-learned-with-sadness-of-the-death-ofdr-leslie-bill-bailey-on-1st-may-a/994459850657067/
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Saturday 23 March 2019
10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Sustainable Bees and Queens for Everyone
Using Low-cost Simple Methods
Clyst St Mary Village Hall, EX5 1AA (1 mile from M5 Junction 30)
Defra has recently conducted a Queen Replacement Survey
that shows the majority of beekeepers prefer home-reared queens.
In response to this, the Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders Association
(BIBBA) is staging a series of one-day regional events. These are to help and
encourage everyone from the small-scale beekeeper upwards and beekeeping
associations to produce bees and queens from local stock, by using simple
techniques that may be little more than a variation of what many beekeepers
already do and at little or no cost.
Topics include:
Demystifying queen rearing
Simple queen rearing methods
Simple and efficient ways to produce nuclei
Suggested methods for BKAs to supply bees and queens to members/beginners
Benefits of teaching apiaries
Producing bees and queens, yet still getting a good honey crop
Including queen rearing and bee improvement in BKA teaching programmes

Cost: £11 to include light refreshments
Hosted by Exeter Beekeepers: exeterbeekeepers.org.uk
Refreshments will be provided but please bring your own lunch
Please book in advance at https://bibba.com/sustainable-bees-queens/

For Sale
5-Frame Nuclei with a marked 2018 Buckfast X Queen.
Overwintered on the edge of Dartmoor. Available from the middle of April.
Both on Langstroth and National brood frames.
Plenty of bees and brood.Supplied in a free reusable Correx travel box.
£180.00 with a £50.00 deposit required to secure booking
Please contact:Peter Hunt, Rosemary Cottage, North Bovey, Devon TQ138RA
email peter@beesindevon.co.uk
Tel.01647440322 (answerphone - please leave a message)
NEW Barrox Varroa Vaporizer
£60-00
NEW Warming cabinet with Drip Tray and Drying Tray £120-00
NEW - Burco Boiler (Stainbless steel)
£30.00
Please contact: Gerry Humphries, East Devon Branch, Telephone 01297 625990
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Diary Dates
Members may attend meetings of any Branch but it’s advisable to telephone the Branch
Secretary first. Contact details are:
East Devon

eastdevonbk.co.uk

01404 841629

Exeter

exeterbeekeepers.org.uk

01392 832956

Holsworthy

holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk

01237 440165

Newton Abbot

nabk.org.uk

07935 041168

North Devon

northdevonbees.org

07791 679283

Okehampton

okehamptonbee.co.uk

01363 82361

Plymouth

plymouthbeekeepers.btck.co.uk

01752 338279

Tavistock

tavistock-beekeepers.org.uk

07946 272516

Tiverton

tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk

01363 860252

Torbay

tbbk.co.uk

01803 844804

Totnes & Kingsbridge

totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com

01752 894094

MARCH
Sat 2

9.30am

Newton Abbot Pollen Microscopy: booking necessary - contact
ruth.mountford@tiscali.co.uk (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 2
Sun 3

10am 2pm

Totnes &
Kingsbridge

Apiary Clean-up Days - Come along and help for an hour
or two if you can (Dartington Apiary)

Sun 3

10.00am

Plymouth

Improvers Meeting (Branch Apiary)

Mon 4

7.30pm

Torbay

Beginners Course (St Paul’s Church, Preston)

Wed 6

7.30pm

Tavistock

Basic Queen Rearing (Parish Room, PL19 8AU)

Thu 7

7.00pm

Totnes &
Kingsbridge

Improvers Class Session 1 (St Luke's Church,
Buckfastleigh)

Thu 7

7.30pm

East Devon

Bridget Strawbridge Bees: diversity and relationships
with flowering plants (Kilmington Village Hall)

Sat 9

9.30am

Okehampton

Asian Hornet Action Team Co-ordination Meeting
(Meldon Village Hall)

Sat 9

10.00am

DBKA

Devon County Honey Show Committee Meeting
(Whiddon Down Village Hall)

Sun 10

10.00am

Plymouth

Beginners Meeting (Branch Apiary)

Sun 10

1.30pm

DARG

Discussion Function and nature of the spermatheca led
by Glyn Davies (Uplowman Village Hall)

Mon 11

7.30pm

Torbay

Liz Westcott Processing Honey and Wax for the Show
Table (St Paul's Church, Preston)

Thu 14

7.30pm

Okehampton

Report by Branch members Hornet Hunting in Jersey
(Whiddon Down Village Hall)

Sat 16

7.00pm

Torbay

Module 1 Study Group (Sainsbury's Cafe, Paignton)

Sun 17

10.00am

Plymouth

Beginners Meeting (Branch Apiary)

Mon 18

7.00pm

North Devon

Beginners Course (Roundswell Community Hall,
Barnstaple)
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Mon 18

7.30pm

Torbay

Beginners Course (St Paul’s Church, Preston)

Wed 20

7.30pm

Tiverton

Terry McAuliffe Bees and the Law (Uplowman Village
Hall)

Thu 21

7.30pm

North Devon

Bumble Bee Society (The Castle Centre, Barnstaple).

Sat 23

10.00am

Exeter

BIBBA Study Day Sustainable Bees and Queens
(Clyst St Mary Village Hall) See page 47 for details

Sat 23

2.00pm

Newton Abbot Nosema Day (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 23

7.00pm

Torbay

Module 6 Study Group (Sainsbury's Cafe, Paignton)

Sun 24

10.00am

Plymouth

Beginners Meeting (2) (Branch Apiary)

Mon 25

7.30pm

Exeter

James Cresswell Heat Production in Bees
(Topsham Rugby Club)

Sat 30

10.00am

Newton Abbot Maintenance Day (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 30

9.30am
Tavistock
- 2.00pm

Sun 31

10.00am

Mon 31

Plymouth

Nosema indentification - bring samples of bees
for checking (Gulworthy Village Hall)
Apiary Maintenance Morning (Branch Apiary)

Newton Abbot Bee Safari - limited spaces; to book contact ruth.
mountford@tiscali.co.uk (various apiaries)

APRIL
Mon 1

7.30pm

Torbay

Beginners Course (St Paul's Church, Preston)
Improvers Meeting (Branch Apiary)

Sun 7

10.00am

Plymouth

Sun 7

10.00am

Newton Abbot Maintenance Day (Branch Apiary)

Sun 7

1.30pm

DARG

Weather and unusual varroa control led by Richard Ball
(Clay Lane Apiary, Newton Abbot)

Mon 8

1.30pm

Torbay

Nosema Evening (St Paul’s Church, Preston)

Sun 14

10.00am

Plymouth

Beginners Meeting (3) (Branch Apiary)

Mon 15

7.30pm

Torbay

Beginners Course (St Paul's Church, Preston)

Tue 16

7.00pm

Plymouth

Committee Meeting (Blindman's Wood Scout Centre)

Wed 17

6.30pm

Tiverton

Nosema Test Evening (Uplowman Village Hall)

Sat 27

2.00pm

Newton Abbot Apiary Open Day - guest speaker (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sun 28

10.00am

Plymouth

Beginners Meeting (4) (Branch Apiary)

DBKA County Honey Show - 16th to 18th May 2019
The Taste of Honey stall traditionally offers honey from around the county so
that people may taste and then, hopefully, buy from the Honey Sales stall. We
are asking for donations from all Branches, from those members selling honey
at the show, and as many members as can spare a couple of jars. Please let
me know if you are able to donate any type of honey to help us maintain our
diversity of choice.
Liz Westcott, Taste of Honey Stall Manager
email: lizwestcott@me.com; phone: 01803-855420 mobile: 07971 534470
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NEW FOR 2019

‘STERILISED’ WAX
FOUNDATION MADE WITH
OUR NEW STATE-OFTHE-ART MACHINERY

✔ Free from all known pathogens

(including Nosema, European and American Foulbrood)

✔ Premium super wax sheets
with thicker cell wall
✔ Produces accurate 5.4mm
worker cells
✔ Fits snuggly to our frames

Watch our video online: WWW.BEEKEEPING.CO.UK/WAX-VIDEO

NEW Clothing ranges for both adults and children
NEW Quality Nucleus Boxes with cedar edging

and Predators seed range including varieties
NEW Pollinators
to attract Bumble Bees and Honey Bees

NEW TO BEEKEEPING?
:

E US AT
COME AND SE

Don’t miss our 4-page pull out
guide to help get you started!

BEETRADEX Saturday 9th March

5% OFF and FREE delivery to the trade show when you
quote offer code TRADEX19*
PRE-ORDER FROM 4TH FEBRUARY, OFFER CLOSES 4TH MARCH

BBKA SPRING CONVENTION Saturday 13th April

5% OFF and FREE delivery to the trade show when you quote offer code SPRING19*
PRE-ORDER FROM 4TH FEBRUARY, OFFER CLOSES 8TH APRIL

NATIONAL HONEY SHOW Thursday 24th to Saturday 26th October
*Offer codes cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer code.

www.beekeeping.co.uk

0844 326 2010

info@beekeeping.co.uk

Visit our shop: Hameldown House, Hameldown Road, Exeter Road Industrial Estate, Okehampton, Devon, EX20 1UB
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Devon County Show
16, 17, 18 May
There's a new class for a decorated wheelbarrow in the theme of
bees at County Show - see full details on page 32.
Haven't got a wheelbarrow you can use?
National Bee Supplies are offering readers £10 off
a small decorative wheelbarrow with this voucher
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