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NEW ‘STERILISED’ WAX FOUNDATION
✔ New sterilisation tank kills all known pathogens
✔ Thicker cell wall on all our super wax sheets to help bees
draw comb for honey storage

✔ Our new state of the art machinery produces accurate
5.4mm worker cells

✔ At NBS we produce our wax to snuggly ﬁt our frames
Watch our video online: WWW.BEEKEEPING.CO.UK/WAX-VIDEO

INTRODUCTORY OFFER – FEBRUARY ONLY

Buy any pack of British Standard size sterilised wax
and get 20% OFF* the accompanying
pack of 10 Hoffman ﬂat pack frames.
Offer includes B.S. Super, brood and 14x12 wired
and unwired foundation. Frames are Hoffman style
with 7/8” top bar and B1 bottom bars.
* When you quote offer code WAX19

20%*
OFF

TRADE SHOWS THAT WE WILL BE ATTENDING IN 2019:
BEETRADEX Saturday 9th March
5% OFF and FREE delivery to the trade show when you quote offer code TRADEX19*
PRE-ORDER FROM 4TH FEBRUARY, OFFER CLOSES 4TH MARCH.

BBKA SPRING CONVENTION Saturday 13th April

5% OFF and FREE delivery to the trade show when you quote offer code SPRING19*
PRE-ORDER FROM 4TH FEBRUARY, OFFER CLOSES 8TH APRIL.

NATIONAL HONEY SHOW Thursday 24th to Saturday 26th October
*Offer codes cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer code.

www.beekeeping.co.uk

0844 326 2010

info@beekeeping.co.uk

Visit our shop: Hameldown House, Hameldown Road, Exeter Road Industrial Estate, Okehampton, Devon, EX20 1UB
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From the Editor
Lilah Killock

The lovely photograph of the two skeps on the
front cover belongs to Mick Male who was pleased
to share it with me when I went to see him at the
end of last year. You can read all about Mick and
his contribution to beekeeping in Devon in this
issue.
It will soon be time when Asian hornet queens
emerge from hibernation. They are attracted to
single flower camellias, so please ask all your
gardening friends to keep an eye on these plants
both in their own gardens and when they are out
and about.

Asian hornet on camellia

Welcome to a New Pair of Hands
Mike Ticehurst

We are pleased to welcome Nicky Langley as Subeditor to the Beekeeping
Editorial team. Initially, she will be taking over the responsibility for the Diary Dates
as from the March edition.
I have been responsible for these since July 2013 and am pleased to be stepping
aside. I am sure that the Branch Event Organisers will continue to give Nicky the
same support that they have given me over the past years.

Chairman's Brood Box
Tony Lindsell

Although you will be reading this in February I’d still like to
wish you a Happy 2019 and a very healthy year for your bees.
My beekeeping year started in fine form with a visit to the
South Devon Honey Show held in Totnes. There were over 90
entries in the competition ranging from the different types of
honey to wax products, crafts, cookery and photographs – a
real celebration of all that’s good about beekeeping. A bonus
was the venue: a church hall right on Totnes High Street so that
members of the public could drop in for a cup of tea, scone,
cream and honey whilst appreciating more about the value
of bees. The show is a joint venture between three of our Branches: Totnes and
Kingsbridge, Torbay and Newton Abbot. Well done and thanks to everyone who took
part and those who organised it – not forgetting the judge, our own Jack Mummery.
Last year also finished on a high note with our very first Devon Beekeepers’
Day taking place in Plymouth. About 80 members turned out to enjoy two very
interesting but different presentations. The first was by John De Carteret from Jersey
Beekeepers who gave us a picture of their experience of responding to the Asian
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hornet – actually it was more a presentation of a hundred high quality pictures and
videos. In the afternoon Dr Claire Bethune and Nick Shaw told us about the results of
their Bee Sting in Beekeepers survey that our members took part in. They were both
very informative and generated a lot of interest and questions.
Earlier in the day, we had the DBKA Annual General Meeting when our General
Secretary and Treasurer gave their annual reports and our Officers were elected for
the coming year. On your behalf, I’d like to thank the DBKA Officers who give a lot of
their time and energy organising the Association and I’m glad to report that they are
all carrying on for another year. I would also like to congratulate three new Honorary
Members of the DBKA who were elected at the meeting: Ruth Neal, Colin Sherwood
and Mick Male. All of these members have contributed significantly but in very
different ways to the wellbeing of the DBKA over many years and richly deserve their
award. Just a reminder that there is also a Branch Honorary Membership category so
if you think that there is a member in your Branch who you feel deserves recognition
for past services to beekeeping and the Branch then discuss your suggestion with
your Branch officers.
Our Branches from across the county supported the day with enthusiasm by
bringing displays of their branch activities. Some of them travelled a great distance
and must have had an early start that day. The Raffle was again a huge success and
we are very grateful to everyone who donated a prize.
Many members have contacted me to say how much they enjoyed the day and I
think, as the first of a new venture, we (those involved in organising it) are very happy
with the way the day went. Of course, we
can always learn from our experience.
The Devon Beekeepers’ Day involved
a considerable amount of planning and
www.thebeeshop.co.uk
organisation. The Plymouth Branch
members have been actively involved
Quality Beekeeper
since the beginning and were generous
hosts for this event. Their members
Clothing
turned out in numbers on the day and
At Affordable Prices
have set a high standard for others
to follow! I know all our officers are
very grateful to them. We now start
Full Suits,
looking forward to the 2019 event. Your
feedback would be welcome.
Smocks, Bee Vests & Veils
On Saturday 12 January, our ViceFull Adult Beekeeper Suit From
Chair, Viv Thorn, and I are going to the
BBKA Annual Delegates Meeting held
£52 (free postage)
in Warwick. I only hope I can report
back on a day as positive as our Devon
Email:
Beekeepers’ Day – sadly from previous
experience, I’m not holding my breath on
michaeljohnduckett@gmail.com
that.
Happy Beekeeping.
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Devon Beekeepers' Day
Lilah Killock

Thanks are due to those members of Plymouth Branch whose hard work ensured
a great day. One thing they couldn't sort out however was the weather. Saturday
15 December was a dreadful day with torrential rain and high winds. I arrived early
ready to set up the Beekeeping magazine display to find many other members
already there struggling to bring in the equipment to set up their stands. In addition
to the displays by the various branches there were pop-up shops organised by
National Bee Supplies and Sherriffs. The NBU also put on an informative display
manned by Regional Bee Inspector, Simon Jones.
The programme got underway with a welcome from
Chris Smith, DBKA President, and a minute's silence
for members who had passed away during 2018. The
AGM business was dealt with quickly and smoothly.
There were a few questions about the accounts, which
the Treasurer, Alan Binge, answered.
The AGM was followed by a talk by John De Carteret
from Jersey Beekeepers recounting his experiences
with the Asian hornet. His talk was illustrated with
lots of photos and videos John had taken of the
various primary nests and secondary nests he’d been
to. He is obviously a very keen (and accomplished)

Everyone listens intently to
John De Carteret
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photographer. What I learned from the talk is that (1) keep the press informed, (2)
get the public involved - Jersey beekeepers have a Facebook page which is followed
by thousands of people worldwide and they have also produced two t-shirt designs
alerting people to the threat - and (3) the insects themselves are beautiful and
fascinating.
John De Carteret's talk ran over time
and members were wanting their lunch,
and so extra time was found during the
afternoon for him to finish showing his
slides.

Chris Smith presents Honorary Membership to
(1) Ruth Neal and (2) Colin Sherwood

(There was much talk of Asian hornets
and Asian Hornet Action Teams - AHATs
- throughout the day; Simon O’Sullivan
took the opportunity to ask for people
from Branch AHATs to go to a meeting
he is organising in February to
co-ordinate activities throughout Devon.)

After lunch it was time to present the 2018 awards. For
a long time, Chris Utting of North Devon has been the sole
Devon BKA Honorary Member and it was felt it was time
to award this honour to three more worthy recipients: Mick
Male, Ruth Neal and Colin Sherwood. Mick was unable to be
present so Ruth Neal accepted the Award on his behalf.
The Frank Alston skep for the member gaining the most
points in the Basic Assessment went to Angela Huxham from
Torbay Beekeepers, and the presentation of exam certificates
followed.
Next up was the raffle. In addition to the grand prize of
a polystyrene hive kindly donated by National Bee Supplies,
there were various prizes donated by other beekeeping
suppliers as well as some donated by members.
The second talk of the day was by Claire Bethune from
Derriford Hospital on bee stings. I've heard Claire talk twice
before on this subject, and her expertise and enthusiasm
continues to makes it an engrossing subject. This time she was
accompanied by a medical student, Nick Shaw, who recently
carried out a survey of beekeepers. (Your participation was
requested via a circular email from DBKA). They had a fantastic
response to the survey of nearly 50% - usually responses are
between 25% and 33%. Further surveys are planned, and some
of the questions that could be explored were suggested by the
audience.
The day concluded with a discussion session.

Angela Huxham
with her skep

Thomas Willmington
shows his
beekeeper's badge
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Mick Male
Lilah Killock

A familiar smiling face at country shows for many
years, Mick Male has been missing from the Rural
Crafts marquees this summer. He's always been in
great demand as a demonstrator of skep-making,
but he has now stopped driving due to deteriorating
eyesight. When he told me that he was still making
skeps though, I suggested that was because he could
do it "with his eyes shut". He chuckled and promised
to show me the one he'd been making for the Devon
Beekeepers' Day Frank Alston Award when I visited
him. (For those of you new to Devon Beekeepers, the
Frank Alston skep is awarded at Devon Beekeepers'
Day to the Devon member who has gained the most points in the Basic Assessment
during the preceding twelve months.)
It was lovely to see Mick and he made me very welcome. He doesn't have any
bees now, but he's still in demand for his skep-making, and he showed me the
finished Frank Alston skep, right next to where we were sitting in his kitchen. That's
where Mick makes his skeps - sitting alongside the kitchen table. He tells me that
he covers the floor when he's working. Just as well, as Mrs Male often comments
"There's straw everywhere in here."
Next to the finished skep, is a part-finished one he is doing for someone who

FOR ALL YOUR BEEKEEPING NEEDS

ADAMS

homehardware
At 164 Fore Street, Exeter

Top quality equipment
Hives, frames, foundations and tools.

Main agents for E.H.THORNE
MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE

For personal service ring 01392 272877 : Email adamsofcrediton@btinternet.com
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wants a skep made using the traditional binding of bramble. Most skeps nowadays
are made using the much paler rattan binding. Rattan is readily available from cane
suppliers whereas picking and preparing the brambles for use in skep-making is
a time-consuming (and prickly) chore, but bramble does make an attractive dark
binding. The bramble is picked green, and then the prickles have to be stripped off.
Mick relies on his family to pick the brambles for him these days.
Settling down with a cup of tea, I asked Mick how long he had been keeping bees.
Since the 1990s, he told me. He knew what he was letting himself in for, as both
his grandfathers had kept bees. He started with two colonies and built up to six, but
never more because "he didn't want the bees to take over". It turns out Mick has two
big commitments in his life: his family and his gardening.
After the third time of being made redundant during the Margaret Thatcher years,
Mick's wife, Maureen, suggested he thought about making a living as a gardener.
He had always been interested in gardening. So he put
notices in local shops and the Post Office and the work
came flooding in. So much work in fact that he was
always busy and worked on into his seventies. Doing other
people's gardens, of course, gave him ample opportunity
to find a home for his hives on land where the owners were
interested in bees and beekeeping.
Mick joined Newton Abbot Beekeepers at the same time
as lots of other "fresh young people" who are now wellknown Devon names such as Glyn Davis, Jenny Buckle,
Jennie Bond and Colin Turner. They all became members
of the Committee working with Henry Luxton as Chairman,
The Frank Alston skep and and Mick remembers it as being an exciting time after a very
another skep in progress quiet period for the Branch. The team came up with lots of
ideas new at the time such as holding their honey
show at a garden centre.
Mick doesn't use the internet and relies on
members printing off the branch newsletter and
posting it on to him. Why no internet? He doesn't
get on with computers. He was in the Air Force for
five years working with radar and electronics and
when computers came in, he found the job became
a matter of just pressing buttons, and he stopped
understanding what was happening inside the
machine.
So how did he get into skep making? It was the
result of a workshop organised for Newton Abbot
members by Jane Ducker where Frank Alston,
legendary skepmaker and the author of the book
Skeps - their history, making and use, was in charge.
Mick was hooked.
Mick as some members will
He has tried out different skep designs, and is very
remember him
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proud of a "French" skep he made (pictured on the front cover of this magazine)
based on the Warré principle. He felt it went together well and looked interesting,
and would have liked to try it out with a colony of bees but he had given up keeping
bees by that time. The design consists of a domed skep laced to a wooden box
which has entrance holes in the side. More wooden
boxes are added underneath as the nest develops and
the bees go down into the new boxes. At the end of
the summer, the queen retreats up into the skep and
the bees follow to take up residence in the combs in the
skep leaving the honey in the combs below.
When I visited Mick to interview him for this issue
of the magazine, I had no idea he was about to
be nominated as a Honorary Member of Devon
Beekeepers. I can think of no-one more deserving. As
well as all his work for Newton Abbot Branch, he has
done so much to promote beekeeping by demonstrating
his skep making at the local shows and freely sharing
his skills with other beekeepers, always with unfailing
good humour.

Mick Male: Citation for DBKA Honorary Membership
Mick, whose grandfather kept bees, is one of the more longstanding members
of the Newton Abbot Branch. Until recently Mick kept his bees in Chudleigh but
now after over 30 years has retired from keeping his bees but not from the hobby
altogether. It was over 15 years ago that Mick attended a course in skep making
given in Exmouth Village Hall by the celebrated skep maker and author, the late
Frank Alston. From that day on Mick has made hundreds of skeps. He has perfected
his hobby and after Frank retired Mick replaced him by making a skep for the annual
prize for the candidate gaining the highest mark in the Basic Assessment in Devon.
Mick began his beekeeping career whilst working on the Farmborough Estate near
Chudleigh. They were developing a new vineyard and offered Mick the opportunity
to keep bees there. Mick readily accepted but ironically vines are wind-pollinated so
although Mick had his apiary there his bees were not beneficial to the grape harvest.
Latterly Mick has made two skep hives, one of which he has donated to the
National Trust Property A La Ronde in Exmouth. This skep hive is to be featured in
their renovated Bee Garden which is at present under construction.
Mick has won prizes for his skeps at the Devon County Show and two years ago
won a second prize at the National Honey Show. He said he was happy with a
second place as his was a working skep and the first prize was a showpiece!
Mick, together with his wife, Maureen, is a regular fixture at the County Show and
many local agriculture shows, fairs and bee events, always with a smile on his face,
an encouraging word and a skep in his hand. He provides courses on skep making
to share his knowledge and experience with others. He has made a significant
contribution to the well-being of the Association.
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Ruth Neal: Citation for DBKA Honorary Membership
Ruth has not been a beekeeper for that long in comparison with some Devon
beekeepers. She had had a fascination with honey and bees since childhood.
However, when she got married to her RAF husband, constant moving meant she
could not become more involved in beekeeping.
But settling in North Devon in 2003 changed all that. In 2005 she visited Eggesford
Apple & Cider Fair where she met two men aged 78 and 79 selling honey - who
both turned out later to be members of the North
Devon Branch. On their recommendation, she
completed an evening course in 2006; the course
run by the late Kay Thomas. She enjoyed it so
much that after she completed the course she
joined the North Devon Branch, eventually joining
the committee, running both the apiary extraction
facility and Branch events.
In 2006, after just six months of beekeeping,
she was given a highly commended award for
her honey in the world open class at the National
Honey Show in London.
In 2007 she joined the DBKA Show Committee
as Deputy Competition and Schedules Steward.
From 2010 to 2018 she has been the DBKA Show
Chairman and Secretary. During that time the
Ruth Neal presents Mick Male with his
Bees and Honey Marquee at the Devon County
Award at his home in Chudleigh
Show has won three successive Gold Medals,
two Silver Medals, and one Reserve Champion (Tradestand). As Show Chair and
Secretary she has also been part of the EC to which she has also made a significant
contribution.
After stewarding at the Devon County Show for the Secretary of the National
Honey Show and National Judge, she was invited to volunteer as a Judges’ Steward
at the National Honey Show. She duly accepted the invitation and 2018 was her 10th
year of stewarding; she has twice been awarded the National Honey Show Silver
Spoon Award for the best Judges’ Steward.
Having switched to the Holsworthy Branch a few years before, she took over as
Branch Chairman for 2010/2011 to oversee a challenging period of change for the
Branch and the start of a new Branch Apiary project.
During her relatively short beekeeping life, she has won a total of 43 beekeeping
awards and prizes, including five at National level. Her exposure to all levels of
beekeeping, and to National and County Shows has helped to create an excellent
profile, and resulted in excellent publicity for the DBKA.
Colin Sherwood was also made a DBKA Honorary Member at the AGM. More
about Colin and his contribution to Devon beekeeping in the next issue.
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Martyn Hocking receives a Certificate of Merit
At North Devon Branch's October meeting, Mave
Dowling took the opportunity to present a DBKA
Certificate of Merit to Martyn Hocking.
This rarely awarded certificate is in recognition
of Martyn’s "awareness, surveillance, actions
and determination which probably prevented the
establishment of a colony of Asian hornets in North
Devon and a foothold in England."

South Devon Honey Show
Susan Martin

A fabulous fun day was had by all
so thank you to everyone for coming
along and both entering the classes
and supporting the event. There were
90 entries this year - just 10 short of
the number needed for the award of
a BBKA Blue Ribbon. We had entries
from Totnes & Kingsbridge,Torbay,
Newton Abbot, Plymouth and Tiverton
Branches.
There was a steady stream of people dropping in during
the day buying honey and beeswax products as well as
chatting, picking up bee information and having lovely
scones with cream and honey to boot. We had several
new beekeepers who are starting beekeeping courses
in January dropping in to find out more and two young
beekeepers entering the classes (a beautiful dress and
some tasty fudge) which was lovely to see. We have had
a few people asking about the beekeeping courses as a
Rod and Hilary Saﬀery put
result of dropping in to the event, which is also good news.
out honey for sale
Jack Mummery judged the entries and
there was lots of medium to dark honey
this year. (I am reliably told it was due to
the large amount of blackberries due to our
lovely summer.)
None of this is possible without the
enthusiasm of everyone involved and
particularly those willing to have a go. We
look forward to a bigger and better event
Liz Westcott with one of her trophies
next year.

Cups awarded
South Devon Hobbs Cup – most number of
points awarded overall in the competition
Winner: Liz Westcott
South Devon Green Ribbon – Best in Show
Winner: Liz Westcott – 5 blocks of beeswax
Honey Cups – classes 1-7
Totnes & Kingsbridge: Winner: Rod Saffrey
Torbay: Winner: Liz Westcott
Wax Cups – classes 8-11
Totnes & Kingsbridge: Winner: Lilah Killock
Torbay: Winner: Liz Westcott
Torbay Novice Honey Cup
Winner: Alan Fewings
Totnes & Kingsbridge Handicrafts Cup –
classes 12, 13, 17
Winner: Grant Elliott
Cookery Cups – classes 14, 15, 16
Totnes & Kingsbridge: Rachel West
Torbay: Liz Westcott
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Rachel West receives the
Totnes & Kingsbridge Cookery Cup
from Jack Mummery

RESULTS: 1. Light Honey: 1st Ian Staples, 2nd Rod Saffrey,
3rd Lilah Killock, HC Rebecca Beverage 2. Medium or Dark
Grant Elliott was awarded
Honey: 1st Angela Huxham, 2nd James Schindler-Ord, 3rd
Totnes & Kingsbridge Cup for most
Liz Westcott, HC Rod Saffrey 3. Naturally Granulated Honey:
points in the Handicrafts classes
1st Rod Saffrey, 2nd Liz Westcott, 3rd Tammy Skinner 4.
Novice Honey: 1st Hilary Saffrey, 2nd Alan Fewings, 3rd
Tammy Skinner 5. Two containers of cut comb honey: 3rd Grant Elliott, HC Lilah Killock 6. Comb of
honey for extraction: 1st Totnes & Kingsbridge Branch Apiary, 2nd Grant Elliott 7. Honey Label: 1st
Gerry Stuart 8. Cake of beeswax: 1st Liz Westcott, 2nd James Schindler-Ord 9. Wax: Five matching
blocks of beeswax,: 1st Liz Westcott, Joint 2nd James Schindler-Ord and Jane Schindler-Ord, HC
Lilah Killock 10.Candles: 1st Lilah Killock, 2nd Roger Adams, 3rd Liz Westcott, HC Kathy White
11. Novice Candle: No entries 12. Handicraft Item: 1st Mike Ticehurst, 2nd Liz Westcott, 3rd Flora
Willmington, HC Grant Elliott 13. Photography: 1st Liz Westcott, 2nd Chris Peach, 3rd Lilah Killock,
HC Grant Elliott 14. Flapjack: 1st Grant Elliott, 2nd Rebecca Beverage, 3rd Brian Jeffrey, HC Rachel
West 15. Honey and orange cake: 1st Rachel West, 2nd Catherine Hill, 3rd Wendy Ashley
16. Honey fudge: 1st Liz Westcott, 2nd Tammy Skinner, 3rd Elena Mercer. HC Rachel West
17. Beeswax wraps: 1st Liz Westcott, 2nd Grant Elliott, 3rd Kathy White, HC Hilary Saffrey
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Uninvited Guests
Graham Kingham

Over the last beekeeping season I have collected various insects from honey
samples that I have been given to try to identify the pollen source, and some that
have lived in the hive. I think that they are all correctly identified. If we have an insect
expert amongst us please step forward!
This was found in a honey sample. With 8 legs this makes
it a mite, possibly brought in from a flower visited by a
bumble bee as it seems to be a parasitellus mite of some
sort, which is a pest of the bumble bee and can be seen
on the bee's body if heavily infested. They do not seem to
cause honey bees a problem and are only found in the hive
on occasions.
This was found in a honey sample. It is a bee louse, more
commonly known as Braula coeca; once a pest, but now
rarely seen due to varroa treatment killing it off. Eggs are
laid inside the honey cells before capping. The resulting
larvae burrow out and eventually pupate. The adult emerges
and likes to find the queen because she is a permanent
member of the colony. They feed on the queen’s saliva and
are not harmful unless they become excessive, decreasing
the efficiency of the queen.
This was
found in a
honey sample.
Due to its
poor shape
I am unable
to identify it;
possibly an
opportunist! It looks like the cast cuticle
of an insect. Does anyone recognise
it?

These are pollen
mites, taken from
the bottom board.
Not normally a
problem for honey
bee, they will eat
the pollen stores.

This is an acarine mite taken from a honey sample.
I have never seen this before. I think that the varroa
treatment is controlling these insects. (The hive it was
found in had been treated regularly for varroa.) Once the
scourge of beekeepers, it gains entry to the trachea via
the first spiracle, where it bites and feeds from the bee’s
haemolymph. Blamed for the Isle of Wight disease in
1920, although this is now in doubt.
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Taken from the bottom board, the
dreaded varroa mite, a member of the
spider family.
Public enemy number 1.

There are over 90 differing mites that infest honey bees in Europe. Most do no
harm.
This is a wax
Earwigs in
moth larvae taken
the top of the
from the bottom
super. They
board. It will cause
do not seem
major problems
to venture into
and destroy a
the hive and
hive if infested in
are ignored by
moderate numbers. the bees.
There are 2 types found in the UK: the lesser
and greater wax moth.
Lots of frass at the edge of the bottom board taken
in late November - what is it?
There is no evidence of anything lurking above in
the brood chamber.
Answer: A family of woodlice has taken up
residence.

During the day, woodlice hide in dark damp places
so they are often found under logs, stones and
flower pots. At night they move around in search
of food, which is mainly rotting plant material.
They do not seem to venture inside the hive and
are ignored by the bees.

March Module Exams: Closing Date
The exams will be held on Saturday 24 March at Buckfast Abbey Conference
Centre.
The closing date for entries is 10 February. Entry forms are available on the BBKA
website and should be sent to Tim Allen, DBKA Exams Officer, Sunnyvale, Langleigh
Road, Ilfracombe EX34 8EA.
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"Here Is One I Made Earlier"
John Badley

The last winter meeting of the year at East Devon Branch usually takes the
form of a social evening. This year we had the added attraction of an exhibition of
homemade beekeeping equipment and gadgets. Most of the owners/inventors were
available to demonstrate and talk about their exhibits.
Hives and hive parts formed a large part of the display. Of particular interest were
the items that could be used to display bees at shows or talks. Tim Purrett’s single
frame design could be easily loaded and transported for use in schools where it could
be passed round for close inspection without danger. There were two other similar
frames on display as well.
An observation hive based on a standard nucleus box
was demonstrated by John Badley. Features included
double ventilation screening to prevent stings and provision
for either one or two frames on display. Observation hives
can cost £200 or more but this polycarbonate and plywood
construction was a fraction of the price.
Colin Osborne brought along his simplified version of
the Asian hornet floor. This robust design could be made
from scratch very easily or used to modify an existing floor
cheaply.
We had handmade standard hive parts by David
Chambers, keeping the cost of beekeeping down. David
Wiscombe was demonstrating the simplicity of the Smith
hive in both manufacture, which he does himself, and use.
Ann Pengelly and Peter Singleton were enthusiastically
John Badley’s
demonstrating their use of the Warré hive. For comparison,
Demonstration
Observation Hive
the branch apiary supplied the handmade top bar hive used
for demonstrations.
Other large items on display were Nick Silver’s thermostatically controlled honey
warming or wax melting cabinet, Keith Bone’s solar wax extractor and Alasdair
Bruce’s ingenious hive transporter made from angle iron and bungee elastic.
Two bee vacuums were displayed, one based on a 5-frame nuc hive and the other
based on a portable battery pack for picking up small swarms.
Bob Mercer had his apparatus for collecting a sample of bees: a simple adaption
of a plastic food container. By making a two-inch incision in the lid, inserting a short
piece of wire into the flap, thus creating a handle, one is able to drag the box across
the bees while holding the flap down with one’s thumb, then pulling the flap up into
the closed position. An easily made solution to the Basic Assessment demonstration.
Richard Simpson showed us his homemade swarm catcher, on a pole for
knocking swarms out of trees up to 16 feet high, and a wax melter made from a
steam wall paper stripper. An over-sized dummy board made to fit flush inside the
brood box, immediately splits it into two nucleus-sized volumes. One nest uses the
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existing entrance and a wedge cut from the back of the floor makes a rear entrance.
With some filling under the lugs, and, if necessary, completing the closure to the
crownboard, two nucs can share a single roof and floor for the winter.
Gerry Humphries, who has been keeping bees for over 60 years, demonstrated
queen rearing aids such as his patented tilting frame, a horizontal frame eke and a
variety of boards that have been invented over the years for making queen rearing
more efficient. He also had public demonstration frames all finished with a typically
Gerry attention to detail.
Finally, Mike Walters, a prizewinner at Devon County and
Honiton Shows, brought along some of his retail sales packs
combining very tasteful (and tasty) pots of honey with lovely
beeswax products, clearly demonstrating how a few small
changes to presentation can make a big difference to the end
products of our craft. Mike and Nick Silver also showed us
their much-admired skeps, made at our skep-making classes
and frequently used for swarm catching.
The exhibitors of the 28 items are to be congratulated on
their ingenuity and DIY skills, as well as their willingness to
share their creations and ideas with the rest of our group.
Keith Bone’s Ingenious
Our thanks to Richard Simpson for organising the displays
Solar Wax Extractor
and to all the East Devon members who brought their
equipment along. Several members commented that it was
one of the most interesting and well attended meetings they had been to.

Neopoll 1kg
£3.95
1lkg pack
pack -- £3.95
18kg
£66.60
18k box --£66.60
(fondant with pollen)

Apifonda 2.5kg pack - £5.95
12.5kg box - £26.50

ApiInvert 14kg pail - £29.50
(Inverted sugar syrup)

(Plain fondant)

We can also supply all individuals, groups and association with very good rates on bulk
and wholesale purchases & pallet deliveries
10 w/foundation
We specialise
in ASSEMBLED FRAMES Pre-Wired
4F Radial Motorised £598
and ready to use with or without foundation embedded.

£29.70

10 Frames
£14.75

Hives - Extractors - Motor Conversions - Filtration - Pre-Wired Frames - Tools/Sundries - Fondant - Poly Insulated Roofs - Bulk Orders
plus all other beekeeping needs

www.parkbeekeeping.com

02086 949960

info@parkbeekeeping.com

London Est 1985
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The Future for DBKA Member Data

Barry Neal, General Secretary; Alan Binge, Treasurer;
Mike Ticehurst, IT Manager
The BBKA has recently introduced a new membership database, eReturn2, to
improve the recording of membership records and to integrate the member with Bee
Diseases Insurance (BDI). By the time you read this, your Branch Delegate to the
DBKA EC will have discussed the new process with your Branch and the EC will
have made a final decision on the way forward for DBKA.
With an implementation date for us of the 1 February, a lot of work has been done
to get all our membership data securely transferred to the new BBKA database.
When the transfer is completed there will be no need for Branches to keep a
separate database. From now on, Branch Membership Secretaries will record
membership details and payments directly on the new system, which will generate
Gift Aid and BDI returns, insurance certificates and receipts, thus reducing the work
of the Secretaries. The current BDI records will also be expanded to include the
small amount of information that was not already being held.
All the Member data will be provided by Branches who will still own and administer
it. The preparation of the Spring and Autumn levies will be simplified as both BBKA
and ourselves will use the same database. This will reduce the checking process
for Branches and DBKA, and should
minimise the work required to complete
For Sale
the levies.
6-Frame
Nuclei
Branch Secretaries and Treasurers
will have a single database that can
Overwintered nuclei in strong
be used to maintain membership and
non-returnable corrugated
payment records. In addition, there will
travelling nuc boxes
be a built in email facility that Branches
BS National brood frames
can use to contact their members.
Easy to handle dark British bees
The new database is fully General
Data Protection Regulations (GDPR)
2018 Queen marked Red
compliant and is backed up thus
Available for collection from end
ensuring the security of the data and
of March weather permitting - £160.00
relieving Branches of the responsibility
Hives of bees £260.00
of managing this. By signing up to
the system, we have certified that all
Contact
Michael Symons
members have given their consent
Marston Lodge
under GDPR.
Taddyforde Estate
New North Road
Mike Ticehurst, our IT Manager,
Exeter, EX4 4AT
has not only been involved in making
Telephone 01392 412249
preparations for us, but has also been
Mobile 07795466130
a member of the Group developing the
system nationally. Consequently, he is
Email mesymons@yahoo.co.uk
our expert on the new system.
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Cross-Fertilisation in Community
Jeremy Barnes

Growing up I believed that my future would be spent in the country of my youth,
surrounded by friends and family. Fate intervened in the form of a civil war and
gradually our community dispersed to the point that at one point my brother, sisters
and I lived on four different continents while most of my school colleagues and
friends spread themselves between South Africa, Australia and England, with none
that I know of moving to the United States.
I guess we absconded.
Mary, by contrast, is still in contact with many of her schoolgirl friends, one of
whom, Maggie, flew in from Portland, Oregon, for the annual family vacation on
the eastern shore. Maggie’s beloved partner died a year ago and she described
the feeling of loss that still remains. Despite having a wide circle of caring friends,
good neighbours and two sons with delightful grandchildren, what Maggie misses
desperately, especially in the afternoons and evenings, is the physical presence
of that special someone with whom to talk things over, to share plans and ideas,
dreams and disappointments.
As best I recall it was the paleoanthropologist, Richard Leakey, who first promoted
the idea that mankind developed because we learned to co-operate, rather than
because we became efficient killers. It is a theme that is summarised in his final
published work The Origin of Humankind: the power of numbers, working in unison,
not only proved to be transformative but led to features such as social organisation,
the development of language, art and culture, and human consciousness.
It is a story of man the communicator rather than man the murderer. Co-operation

The widest range of
English language
bee books
The home of

Quarterly
The

Beekeepers

“the quality quarterly with quarterly quality”

www.northernbeebooks.co.uk
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was more potent than competition, Leakey argued, even as collaboration and
teamwork made mankind more competitive.
It is not a hypothesis that is universally accepted, yet we can agree that
communities, by their very nature, contain a diversity of opinion, ideas, and
knowledge that an individual does not encounter alone. The synergy that evolves
amid a tumult of ideas can be an inspiration as well as a challenge to reconsider
what one knows and to think creatively. It feels good to participate positively in a
group and to be acknowledged as a valuable societal member, recognising that
everyone benefits from worthwhile contributions. One can share skills, gain from the
experiences of others, and in those inevitable difficult times, be surrounded by others
who recognise what one is feeling.
In the essay Apples and Honey published in Listening to the Bees (2018), Mark
Winston, after explaining why it is important that many different species of wild bees
participate in apple pollination besides honey bees, writes It is similar with human
societies: it’s through the cross-fertilisation of ideas and talents that we express our
best communal selves. We derive strength and wisdom from our mutual visions, just
as the apples are improved by the visits of diverse bees to set fruit. This notion of
‘our best communal selves’ is something I get to experience at our local monthly bee
meetings and at the annual state conference in State College.
Ronnie Janoff-Bulman, writing in Shattered Assumptions (1992), argues that there
are three beliefs essential for a healthy core self: the world is meaningful, society
is benevolent, and the self is worthy. To reach our highest cultural potential, he
suggests, we need to believe that the world is a good place, that we ourselves are
virtuous, and that our lives make sense somehow. We do not simply exist in arbitrary
and random chaos; rather when we come together in shared community, united by
a common passion, we are incentivised by the feeling that we are doing something
honourable and decent, both individually and collectively, that makes the world a
better place.
The original human groups, perhaps some 60,000 years ago, were concerned
primarily with enhancing their chances of survival. The men would co-ordinate to
protect the tribe from carnivores and would allocate roles when hunting for meat;
the women would stay in the camp, raising the next generation and providing the
emotional and nutritional needs of the family, in all probability inventing agriculture
along the way: “It takes a village …”
In the space of 2500 years our progressive civilisation witnessed stimulating
communities ranging from the peripatetic gatherings of ancient Greek philosophers,
the French salons of the Enlightenment, and the many groups today that gather to
discuss a shared passion, such as managing honey bees. My guess is that most
of us have experienced the affirmation, if not joy, that comes from associating with
‘cool beekeepers’ at a local or state meeting, and whereas we might attend initially
out of curiosity, many of us consciously commit to becoming an integral part of this
community of shared energy and enthusiasm, with both the individual and communal
rewards, not to mention enjoyment and sense of fun that results from collaboration,
clear communication, a strong work ethic and social responsibility … as in a bee hive.
Honey bees are superb collaborators, which does not mean passivity. They
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delegate to individuals the duty to defend the community, and it appears that most
of the bees in the hive will take their turn at doing so, but their role is one of defence
rather than of aggression. Incidentally, a recent observation is that those bees we
see apparently resting in a hive are in fact a reserve militia, held in waiting in the
event of a major catastrophe, such as a beekeeper removing the outer cover of a
hive without fair warning to the bees! I have often wondered why, if the guard bees
are at the entrance of the hive, so many seem waiting for me in the upper box, and
suspected it was more than worker bees suddenly assuming the role of protectors of
the hive in response to precipitous exposure.
Important as community is, it cannot compensate for the intimacy that comes with
sharing one’s life for many years with a beloved. It’s a complex interaction. Just as a
honey bee cannot survive for more than 24 hours without her community, so we need
the balance between personal endearment and the support and stimulation of a wider
fraternity.
I have known a number of people, friends and family alike, who were left bereaved,
and my hope for them was that they would recover gradually and gently from the
unimaginable grief. I did not understand the ongoing loneliness that say, my stepmother endured after the death of my father, and because I did not understand it (nor
was she able to speak of it, although in retrospect there were hints) I did little to ease
it. Perhaps if we as a species had not lost our sensitivity to pheromones we would
not rely as much on words, or the absence thereof, to convey our feelings and needs.
In this coming year I wish for you the joy and benevolence of a caring community,
the serenity and tenderness that come from loving relationships, and the compassion
and empathy that you can offer to those who are hurting.

From
£128.00
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Letter to the Editor
Further to the article by Graham Kingham on ivy (December 2018), I would like to
add my own experiences of the value of ivy nectar and pollen for honey bees.
The nectar is certainly very concentrated, perhaps the most concentrated of any
that honey bees will use. The concentration at approximately 60% is similar to that of
autumn-fed thick syrup.
In 2016 I had an apiary where there was a strong nectar flow from ivy, noted by
the unpleasant foetid-like smell getting stronger as I approached. Its nectar and
pollen is a brilliant bonus for a late spurt in brood rearing, giving plenty of young adult
bees for the spring which are relatively free from varroa. The high concentration of
the nectar makes it easy for the bees to convert it to honey, even during the cold
days of autumn, and the very high glucose content makes it set very quickly, much
quicker than oilseed rape honey. It is also white in colour and soft set. If not used by
the bees straight away it remains set in the combs. I removed some combs from a
double brood chambered hive and melted the honey out thinking that being soft set it
might be good for seeding other honey.
With some nectars the strong smell does not make the honey unpalatable. The
strong, musky smell of Sweet Chestnut results in one of the most delicious honeys
available, even the foul brood-like smell from dandelion nectar gives a honey that is
acceptable when mixed with other honey.
Not so the ivy honey. It has been variously described both as pleasant and as a
connoisseur honey. The latter probably being a euphemism for its so strong a flavour
that it has to be mixed with care at very low proportions with other honeys. This was
the only way that I could find it acceptable. Furthermore, because it was set in the
combs for winter stores, the bees used it last of all and with difficulty and wastage,
as noted by the sugar crystals on the floor/tray in spring. Some honey was used but
only if the cappings were scored with the hive tool to help the bees access it, but
invariably there was some left clogging up the combs which reduced the space for
brood rearing. The worst frames had to be replaced.
Overall, ivy is a very valuable source of late nectar and pollen for late brood
rearing, a valuable source of late fresh pollen for storage until the spring, but an
undesirable source of honey for winter stores.
Mick Street
Ref: Ron Brown 1985 Beekeeping A Seasonal Guide B T Batsford Ltd

For Sale
1 x electric stainless steel 9-frame honey extractor £450
1 x electric stainless steel 12-frame honey extractor £580
2 x manual stainless steel 4-frame honey extractors £250 each
Contact Gerry Humphries, East Devon Branch, telephone 01297 625990
Nuclei for sale (6-frame National size) bred from gentle stock £165
Contact Adam Vevers on 01364 653325 or email adamvevers@gmail.com
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Sustainable Bees and Queens
Saturday 23 March 2019 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Clyst St Mary Village Hall, EX5 1AA (1 mile from M5 Junction 30)
To help and encourage everyone from the small-scale beekeeper upwards and BKAs to
produce bees and queens from local stock, by using simple techniques that may be little
more than a variation of what many beekeepers already do and at little or no cost.

Cost £11 to include light refreshments.
Hosted by Exeter Beekeepers: exeterbeekeepers.org.uk
Please book in advance at https://bibba.com
2nd Conference for Sustainable Beekeeping

A Future Without Imports

Saturday 16 February 2019
Core Building, The Eden Project, St Austell, Cornwall PL24 2SG
The sequel to last year's exciting conference exploring
the progress of identification and increase of our native honey bee,
Apis mellifera mellifera, aka the Black Bee, and the Dark European Honey Bee
Speakers include
Norman Carreck, Science Director of IBRA
Dr Mark Barnett of University of Edinburgh
Dr Dylan Elen of Bangor University
Professor Grace McCormack of the National University of Ireland, Galway
and Dr Mairi Knight, Dr Jon Ellis with Victoria Buswell of University of Plymouth
There will also be the chance to hear how local beekeeping groups from the
Southwest of England are caring for their native bees.
Go to BIBBA https://bibba.com or The B4 Project http://www.b4project.co.uk
to buy tickets: Earlybirds £18, Standard £22. Student concession.
An exhibition entitled Views of Bees will be open
in the Core Building from 26 January to 14 March
(Exhibition includes art by Kurt Jackson and Microscopy by
Plymouth University and Kernow Microscopy Society)

THE B4 PROJECT

Exeter Improvers Course at Broadclyst Village Hall

6 sessions starting 6th February 2019
7 pm to 9 pm
Cost of Course £110
David Packham, Bee Inspector, will be running a course for beekeepers who
have had bees for a few years and now wish to Improve their skills.
Course will cover Honeybee Management, Queen Rearing, Bee Forage,
Varroa and IPM, Bee Pests and Diseases.
If you would like to book for the course please visit Exeter website
www.exeterbeekeepers.org.uk
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Diary Dates
Members may attend meetings of any Branch but it’s advisable to telephone the Branch
Secretary first. Contact details are:
East Devon

eastdevonbk.co.uk

01404 841629

Exeter

exeterbeekeepers.org.uk

01392 832956

Holsworthy

holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk

01237 440165

Newton Abbot

nabk.org.uk

07935 041168

North Devon

northdevonbees.org

07791 679283

Okehampton

okehamptonbee.co.uk

01363 82361

Plymouth

plymouthbeekeepers.btik.com

01752 338279

Tavistock

tavistock-beekeepers.org.uk

07824 627766

Tiverton

tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk

01363 860252

Torbay

tbbk.co.uk

01803 844804

Totnes & Kingsbridge

totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com

01752 894094

FEBRUARY
Sat 2

9.30am

Newton Abbot

Pollen Microscopy: booking necessary - contact
ruth.mountford@tiscali.co.uk (Clay Lane Apiary)

Mon 4

7.30pm

Torbay

Beginners Course (St Paul’s Church, Preston)

Thu 7

7.30pm

East Devon

Clare Densley from Buckfast Abbey
Chronic Bee Paralysis (Kilmington Village Hall)

Sat 9

7.00pm

Totnes &
Kingsbridge

Branch Dinner (The Old Inn, Halwell)

Mon 11

7.00pm

Holsworthy

Peter Tomkins Are some of our problems self-inflicted?
(The Stables, Chilsworthy.)

Mon 11

7.30pm

Torbay

Question and Answer Session All you wanted to ask
about honey bees (St Paul's Church, Paignton)

Tue 12

7.30pm

Plymouth

Peter Greene Community Apiary at Central Park
(Blindmans Wood Scout Centre)

Wed 13

7.30pm

Tavistock

Lea Bayley, Master Beekeeper Bee Indentification
(Parish Room PL19 8AU)

Thu 14

7.30pm

Okehampton

David Packham Bee Diseases (Whiddon Down Hall)

Sat 16

7.00pm

Torbay

Module 1 Study Group (Sainsbury's Cafe, Paignton)

Mon 18

7.30pm

Torbay

Beginners Course (St Paul’s Church, Preston)

Thu 21

7.30pm

North Devon

Graham Kingham An Introduction to Microscopy
(The Castle Centre, Barnstaple)

Wed 20

7.30pm

Tiverton

Simon Jones, Regional Bee Inspector, National Bee Unit
(Uplowman Village Hall)

Sat 23

10.00am

Holsworthy

Spring Convention - see back cover

Sat 23

7.00pm

Torbay

Module 6 Study Group (Sainsbury's Cafe, Paignton)

Sun 24

10.00am

Plymouth

Wax Extraction/Frame Making Session
(Branch Apiary)
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Mon 25

7.30pm

Exeter

James Cresswell Heat Production in Bees
(Topsham Rugby Club)

Sat 2

9.30am

Newton Abbot

Pollen Microscopy: booking necessary - contact
ruth.mountford@tiscali.co.uk (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 2
Sun 3

10am 2pm

Totnes &
Kingsbridge

Apiary Clean-up Days Come along and help for an hour
or two if you can (Dartington Apiary)

Sun 3

10.00am

Plymouth

Improvers Meeting (Branch Apiary)

Mon 4

7.30pm

Torbay

Beginners Course (St Paul’s Church, Preston)

Wed 6

7.30pm

Tavistock

Basic Queen Rearing (Parish Room PL19 8AU)

Thu 7

7.00pm

Totnes &
Kingsbridge

Improvers Class Session 1
(St Luke's Church, Buckfastleigh)

Thu 7

7.30pm

East Devon

Brigit Strawbridge Bees: diversity and relationships with
flowering plants (Kilmington Village Hall)

Sun 10

10.00am

Plymouth

Beginners Meeting (Branch Apiary)

Mon 11

7.30pm

Torbay

Liz Westcott Processing Wax for the Show Table
(St Paul's Church, Preston, Paignton)

Thu 14

7.30pm

Okehampton

Report by branch members Hornet Hunting in Jersey
(Whiddon Down Village Hall)

Sat 16

7.00pm

Torbay

Module 1 Study Group (Sainsbury's Cafe, Paignton)

Sun 17

10.00am

Plymouth

General Meeting tbc (Branch Apiary)

Mon 18

7.00pm

North Devon

Beginners Course (Roundswell Community Hall,
Barnstaple)

Mon 18

7.30pm

Torbay

Beginners Course (St Paul’s Church, Preston)

Thu 21

7.30pm

North Devon

Bumble Bee Society (The Castle Centre, Barnstaple).

Sat 23

10.00am

Exeter

BIBBA Study Day Sustainable Bees and Queens
(Clyst St Mary Village Hall) See page 22 for details

Sat 23

2.00pm

Newton Abbot

Nosema Day (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 23

7.00pm

Torbay

Module 6 Study Group (Sainsbury's Cafe, Paignton)

Sun 24

10.00am

Plymouth

Beginners Meeting (2) (Branch Apiary)

Wed 20

7.30pm

Tiverton

Terry McAuliffe Bees and the Law
(Uplowman Village Hall)

Mon 25

7.30pm

Exeter

Paula Carnell Natural Beekeeping for Healthy Bees
(Topsham Rugby Club)

Sat 30

10.00am

Newton Abbot

Maintenance day - to be confirmed (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 30

9:30am
Tavistock
- 2.00pm

Sun 31

10.00am

MARCH

Mon 31

Nosema indentification Bring samples of bees for
checking (Gulworthy Village Hall)

Plymouth

Apiary Maintenance Morning (Branch Apiary)

Newton Abbot

Bee Safari Limited spaces To book contact
ruth.mountford@tiscali.co.uk (various apiaries)
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Holsworthy Spring Convention
Saturday 23 February 2019
Memorial Hall, Holsworthy EX22 6DJ

Trade Hall and Breakfast Butties from 9 am (Last orders 9.45 am)
Lectures start at 10 am and finish at 5 pm
Top speakers from Scotland and Ireland throughout the day
Don't miss:

Gerry Ryan

Phil McAnespie

Jim Ryan

This promises to be a tremendous day.
Also this year is a Trade Hall with
Thornes, BB Wear, VitaEurope and others.
Tickets include teas, coffees, super lunch with hot puds,
homemade cakes and other yummies.
Book online at www.holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk
PAY ON THE DAY
Holsworthy Members £18
Under-16s £10
All others £20
Printed by Newton Print, Collett Way, Brunel Ind. Estate, Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 4PH
Tel: 01626 368986 - www.newtonprint.co.uk

