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Minutes of the Executive Council Meeting held at Meldon Village
Hall on Saturday 16 March 2019

Officers Branch Delegates
Christopher Smith (CS) President Exeter Paul Smith (PS)
Tony Lindsell Chairman Holsworthy Eunice Goodwin (EG)
Viv Thorn (VT) Vice Chairman North Devon Mave Dowling (MD)
Barry Neal Gen Sec Okehampton Will Pyne (WP)
Alan Binge (AB) Treasurer Tiverton Malcolm Jenkins (M3J)
Keith Bone (KBo) Gift Aid Treasurer
Lilah Killock (LK) Beekeeping Editor;

Membership Sec
Liz Westcott (LW) Show Chairman &

Secretary

Mike Ticehurst (MT) Webmaster

Apologies - Tim Allen, John Badley, Richard Ball, Grant Elliott, Ken Basterfield, Jean French, Simon
Jones, John Kirk, Terry McAuliffe, Gerry Stuart, Simon O’Sullivan

Nothing Heard - Bill Pyle
In Attendance - Barbara Carlyle, Will Pyne

2. Chairman's Remarks
2.1. The Chairman mentioned that BBKA EC meeting summaries are now published on the BBKA
website. There is also a spreadsheet of ADM propositions in order to track progress.
2.2. Anne Rowberry was now our BBKA Link Trustee.

2.3. We had received an e-mail from Colin Sherwood saying: “What a surprise and an honour
being made an Honorary Member of Devon at the AGM. Please convey my thanks to the
Executive Committee and all members of Devon for this award which I very much appreciate.

2.4. It had been reported that Cyril Gould and Ken Kingdom of North Devon Branch, and Dave
Arney of Holsworthy Branch had recently passed away. A moment’s silence was observed.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting - the minutes of the 26" January 2019 EC meeting were
approved unanimously, as amended; proposed MT, seconded MD.

4, Treasurer’s Report; Paper EC(19) 6 referred - the £100 donated to Holsworthy Branch would
be returned as the Convention had made a small surplus.

5. Devon Beekeepers’ Day
5.1 Education Awards - BBKA our Branches need to be clear about our procedures. CS
proposed that all awards should be presented at the annual Devon Beekeepers’ Day; seconded
EG; 12 votes for, 2 against. TA was to notify Branches of all education and exam successes.
Action - TA
5.2 2019 Arrangements - Petroc College, Barnstaple, had been booked by North Devon
Branch. Speakers were yet to be sourced. The sub-group would meet after this meeting. It

was suggested that whoever would be planning for 2020 should start now to source speakers.
There was no ‘archive’ file of arrangements to pass on.

6. Training & Education Policy - in his absence KB had sent the following:

“We need to organise a meeting to begin this process involving the Branches. We have a good
Exam Board and system of exams and syllabi and I think we stick to this whether the trainees want
to take exams or just participate in study groups. We will need tested trainers, ie, ones who have
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tested their knowledge and skills at the assessments before we accredit then as DBKA approved
educators, just to make sure we are not propagating myths and mysticisms. We need to address:
- Priorities. We can't do it all at once, should we start with the Husbandry exams as the
modules are now going to get some support from the re-aligned CiCs.
- Form. In what manner will we hope to deliver the knowledge and skills, eg, local study group,
regional training centres or whatever.
- Funding. How is it paid for?
- Trainers and Educators. How do we build a team that we can have confidence in?
- Students. How do we recruit and sustain them?
- Integration. How will it fit in with the Exam Board work?
- Autonomy. How do we maintain our integrity?”

It was mentioned that there was a good spread of good teachers across the County. There was a
lot of local training going on in the North Devon Branch. KB was to conduct an audit with the
Branches, perhaps through a meeting.

Action - KB

7. Beekeeping Journal - after a discussion on the merits of a digital Journal versus a print
version, MT proposed remaining with a print version; Gen Sec seconded; 13 votes for, one
abstention. Wrapping - ecowrap was being investigated by the Printers.

8. DBKA AHAT Meeting - thanks were tabled to SS for arranging the meeting, which was
summarised by MJ. It was suggested that there was not enough use of the AH App, and that we
blitzed the media with as much information as possible. BBKA had produced AHAT guidance, and
SS had the list of Branch Co-ordinators. SS had been confirmed in his role as Chair of the Team;
proposed Chairman, seconded VT; unanimous. The TORs had been approved as amended;
proposed Chairman, seconded VT; unanimous. It had been emphasised that the EC Branch
Delegates and the AHAT Branch Co-ordinators must take all relevant information back to their
Branches.

9. Schools Membership - CS had been in touch with Claire Hartry, BBKA. The membership was
intended for Nationaly registered educational establishments; but was it our job or not to ‘police’
this? More BBKA publicity was needed on the scheme. BDI is included, but no other insurance.
The cost should be no more expensive than that for a Registered Member. The DBKA Safeguarding
Policy would probably need review in respect of educational establishments. CS would produce a
discussion paper for the next EC meeting.

Action - CS

10. Devon County Show; Paper EC(19) 7 referred - the estimate for Capital Expenditure had been
revised to £1000 by LW for the requested underwrite of funds. The underwrite was approved as
amended; proposed AB, seconded MJ; unanimous. The request for underwrite of funds for the
2020 Show would be needed for the June EC Meeting so as to be included in the next budget.
Tiverton, Torbay, Okehampton and Newton Abbot Branches would probably enter the Stevenson
Trophy competition. On-line entries with DCAA had been revised.

Action - LW

11. DBKA PR & Marketing - it was agreed that we should explore the possibility of having some
PR/Marketing ‘give aways'.
Action - Gen Sec

12. Policies

12.1. President’s Foundation Fund; Paper EC(19) 8 referred - approved as amended by
CS; proposed MT, seconded EG; 13 Votes for, one abstention. PS had been approved as the
third member of the sub-committee; proposed Chairman, seconded CS; unanimous.

12.2.1 3/2015 The DBKA Certificate of Merit, Jan 19 - re-adopted for a 3 year period;
Gen Sec to amend.

12.2.2 6/2015 EC Declarations of Interest, Mar 19 - as above.
12.2.3 172016 Gift Aid, Mar 19 - as above.

13. Branch Activity
- Torbay Branch would have a presence at Paignton Zoo, 6t to 14 July.

EC Mins, Mar 19 20f 3



- the Bee Health Day would be at Tiverton, 13 July.

- Okehampton AH Awareness Day, 23 July.

- the Holsworthy Convention had again been very successful.

- the Sutton Seeds Managing Director and his wife were now members of Holsworthy Branch.

16. Dates of Next Meetings - 29" June, 14" September at Meldon Village Hall; 30" November at
Betty Cottles Pub.

Refreshments - Torbay

Barry Neal
General Secretary
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Tony Lindsell
Chairman
29% June 2019
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