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Get ready for winter

Protect your apiary over the colder months

Apiguard Ten Tray Pack
A natural Varroa Mite
treatment”
590755
£26.95

Apistan Ten Strips
Simple protection from
Varroa mites”
590757
£39.99

Api Life Var Organic Varroa
treatment using thymol,
eucalyptus, menthol and
camphor” 590755 £2.95

Beehive Jacket and Strap
Protect your hive from the
cold and wet
590646
£39.99

Foam Entrance Closure
Ensure that your hive is
ﬁrmly closed swiftly and
efﬁciently 590861 £0.50

Bee Gym
Designed to dislodge or
injure Varroa mites and other
parasites
590861 £14.95

SAVE

5%

Hive Strap Ratchet 6m
Secure your apiary in the
wind and rain!” 590859

WAS £6.25 NOW £5.95

Samples & Seconds Sale

SAVE
THE
DATE!

Join us on Saturday September 21st
at our shop in Okehampton, Devon

We are here

Hameldown House, Hameldown Road, Exeter Road
Industrial Estate, Okehampton, Devon, EX20 1UB

● One day only!
● Including great savings on a selection of
pollinating plants to take away on the day

To see our full range go to our website: www.beekeeping.co.uk
or call us on:
0344 326 2010 to order our new catalogue.

M5

Okehampton

●

●

Exeter

A30

DBK919

Mouse Guards
Protect your hive from
unwanted pests
590812
£0.95
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Chairman's Brood Box
Tony Lindsell

It seems like it’s been a fine summer. As a result,
most reports that I’m receiving are of strong colonies
and a good honey crop, both in terms of quantity
and quality. It’s that time of year to prepare our bees
for the winter to protect them from those pests and
insects that would rob our hives and decimate our
colonies. I hope by now you are all on the lookout to
spot the Asian hornet as well as those pesky wasps.
I’m well into my third year as your Chairman but
most of that time has been dominated by the Asian
hornet. Please don’t ever get blasé about my frequent
references to the Asian hornet. We must do all we can
to prevent it establishing itself here. Keep up the good
fight and look out for details of the September Asian
Hornet Watch.
Like most of you, I really enjoyed reading Simon’s tribute to Jim Sampson in last
month’s Beekeeping Journal. I’d like to offer my congratulations to Jim on 60 years
of Beekeeping; what a fantastic achievement and what a credit to Devon Beekeeping
he is. We always like to celebrate such milestones, so if you know of any members
who have been keeping bees for 40 or 50 or 60 years or even longer, then please
contact me or your local branch officers.
The last few months has seen a busy Show Season. Once again, I’ve been lucky
enough to be involved, not only with our successful Bees and Honey marquee at the
County Show, but also with Tiverton Branch at Mid-Devon Show, with East Devon
and Exeter Branches at Honiton Show and with our Okehampton Branch at their local
Agricultural Show. I’ve even strayed over the border this year, going to the Taunton
Flower Show where Taunton and Somerset beekeepers have a marquee.
I think of all the things we do to educate the public about the value of bees in the
environment, local shows are the most successful and effective. Thank you to all our
members who are involved, in whatever way, to support these events.
However, there is one role I’d like to pick out as an unsung hero: the role of
Competition Secretary. What a complex and detailed role it is, with most of them
often working in conjunction with a fellow committee member or family member.
I don’t know how they remain so calm, with a smile on their face, particularly
when entries are being delivered with many competition entrants wanting to ask
questions at the same time and inevitably when some entries are in the wrong class
or go missing. Only the entrants ever know who these people are, and I suspect
most members don’t realise just how much work they put in our behalf. To all our
Competition Secretaries at all the Honey Shows/Competitions across the county, a

very big Thank You; we are indebted to you.
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Also Thank You to my own Branch at Tiverton for hosting a successful Bee Health
Day. It was very well attended and appreciated by all. Our thanks especially go to
Simon Jones and the Bee Inspectors for such an informative day. If you haven’t yet
attended one of these days, don’t worry, we hope that the DBKA will host another
Bee Health Day next year.
Happy Beekeeping.

Our Chairman, hands-on helping with candle rolling at the Honiton Show
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Tiverton Bee Health Day
Jessica Lee

Our Bee Health Day all came
together on the day with even the
weather being kind to us. Those of us
helping to organise the day got there
at 8 am and opened the hall to get
things ready, while the apiary team
set up the beehives to be inspected in
a neighbouring field. After months of
preparation everything was ready for
Simon Jones and his team to take us
through the day’s events.

Simon Jones about to start the Day

The day began with an introductory
session where we met the other regional bee inspectors for our area and then had a
short talk covering the general aspects of bee health. It was nice to put faces to the
names that crop up in articles from time to time, and it also made them somehow
seem less scary to approach! If I ever do need to call them out in the future, I will feel
much more at ease.
We were then split into rotational groups. Our first talk was on varroa and it was
great to have a thorough refresher on the ‘little mites’ and handle all the possible
treatments on offer.
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Then it was off to see the bees and have a chat
about apiary hygiene. We were split again into
smaller groups depending on experience. One of
the useful tips I picked up was that you can wash
your bee suit with the head part tucked into the
main suit without having to detach it each time and
wash it by hand – something I tried out when I got
home – what a timesaver!
Unfortunately, we didn’t have much disease to
look at in our hives, but apparently other groups
had more interesting combs to go through!
Then, for me, the most educational part was in
the contained disease room where we had the
challenge of spotting different types of disease in
Getting close-up and personal with
the combs. As I, luckily, haven’t had much disease
identifying diseases
apart from chalk brood in my hives, it was good to
see sac brood and AFB and EFB and all sorts of other nasties - some of which were
all present at once on the same combs.

We had pictures to reference things against but it was still quite difficult, and even
the bee inspectors had to retest a couple of larvae for Foul Brood with their special
kits. It made me realise the importance of carrying out at least two inspections a year
where you are simply looking for disease within the hive, as if you spot any problem
early enough you may be able to treat or rectify without it spreading too quickly
through the rest of your hives.
We then had an update on the Asian hornet and the Small Hive beetle. Did you
know that the Asian hornet is not officially a notifiable pest to the NBU because it
comes under the non-native species banner, but the Tropilaelaps mite is?
Finally, all the groups got together for a question and answer session before we
went home.
I would like to say a big Thank You to all those who
made this day happen: our bee inspectors, our apiary
team and committee, all the branch secretaries who
advertised the event to our members and all those
who participated in the day. (We had well over 60
attendees.)
However, another special Thank You goes to all
those who made the cakes that fortified us throughout
the day. I have never seen such a variety or so many
in one place, not even at the bakery or village fete!
The only trouble was that in the breaks it was just
too tempting and I tucked into as many as I could
manage!
I would definitely recommend going to the next Bee
Health Day to all those who couldn’t make it this year.

A hands-on course enjoyed by all
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The Honiton Show 2019

John Badley, Mike Walters and Nicky Langley
If I found that four hours on my feet was a long
time, I should try being one of the organisers
from either Exeter or East Devon Branches on
the Honiton Show Committee. The Show, held
annually by the Honiton & District Agricultural
Association (tagline: Where Farming Comes First),
is on the first Thursday in August and has grown to
be one of the largest one-day agricultural shows in
the country.
As a showcase for the best of local farming,
produce, crafts and rural skills, the Honiton Show
is the perfect venue for the Devon Beekeepers’
Association. Here the DBKA join over 400 trade
exhibitors and meet, educate, nourish and promote
bee-related products to more than 20,000 visitors in
the heart of East Devon.
Candle Rolling was very popular with
The Bees and Honey Marquee is a rather
children from 2 to 92
large affair with easily 30 members of the public
streaming through at any one time, ably supported by a similar number of volunteer
stewards on duty. That made for a closeknit horde of humanity and it got very
hot at various times during the day. (We
www.thebeeshop.co.uk
could have done with a cluster of ladies
at the entrance, gently fanning the air to
keep us cool.) However, the heat had
Quality Beekeeper
one particularly welcome bonus – the
Clothing
multi-coloured wax triangles were soft
enough to roll easily – and many smiles
At Affordable Prices
were coaxed during the candle rolling.
It’s always wonderful to walk out with a
small souvenir from any educational visit,
Full Suits,
and the beeswax has such a wonderful
Smocks, Bee Vests &
smell it should evoke sunny memories
far into the future. There were clearly
Veils
some professionals who have done this
Full Adult Beekeeper Suit
many times before, and that’s not just the
volunteers manning the stand.
from £52 (free postage)
The Devon Beekeepers’ Association
can likely tell you that the Show takes
Email:
more organising than Christmas dinner michaeljohnduckett@gmail.com
making sure that everybody is in the right
place, they have a job, they know that job
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and the public leaves elevated in mind or body (stomach or wallet). The show gives
children and adults the chance to learn about beekeeping, or even join their local
club, should they be ready to make the foray into the apiary.
On display was everything you can
think of associated with beekeeping.
In fact, if you can think of something
else, the organisers are always
seeking new ideas. Vic Willmington
was demonstrating skep making.
Imogen Hallam had long queues
waiting for her face painting. Other
attractions were two observation
hives, an information stand, honey
sales, candle rolling, Taste of Honey
and sales of attractive bee-themed
bags and other useful articles.
Beeswax products are always pleasing to the eye
The honey sales went well. You
might not be surprised to learn that the comb honey sold out the most quickly. It
may be “marmite” to some, but it’s lack of general availability – or perhaps its novelty
factor – appealed to the visiting public. Some made a particular trek to the Show just
to purchase it. It almost convinces one to want to make the effort. One particularly
helpful customer suggested that we organise the honey sales in future years by
postcode – from West to East, say, so that one could more easily find their local
producer. Not a bad idea at all once told. With the current backlash on plastic use,
beeswax wraps are proving popular and several conversations were held on “making
your own”.
East Devon and Tiverton provided their latest displays and answered plenty of
queries from the public. I’m sure we had conversations with almost everyone in
East Devon (and beyond) whose Grandfather had kept bees – from as far away as
Monmouthshire!
St Bridget’s Nursery, Exeter, supplied four attractive displays of bee-friendly plants.
David Robinson, Managing Director of Sutton Seeds and National Beekeeping
Supplies, presented the prizes at
around 4 pm. Sutton Seeds also had a
stall with some relevant products, such
as a range of bee-friendly seeds and
bug hotels, and experienced staff were
on hand to give good advice to all. The
company had very generously donated
prizes to the three children’s classes,
which were much appreciated by the
recipients.
There were a total of 117 entries in
all classes, down from 147 in 2018,
from 34 entrants (32 in 2018).

The temperature inside was perfect for candle rolling
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Unfortunately, this year there were
few entries from Novice Beekeepers.
In fact, only one entry from one entrant,
so the Robin Kirkcaldie Cup was not
awarded this year due to the lack of
competition. Note that a Novice is not
just a beginner: it is anyone who has
not won a prize at any Honey Show. If
two more people had entered this year,
they would have been guaranteed a
placing of at least second or third. That
should be motivation enough for others
Jack Mummery carefully assessing the entries
to attempt to show in 2020?
The Show Committee is, as always, quite indebted to the fantastic team of
Stewards who enable the show to run so smoothly. This year, over 50 volunteers
took part over the day in support of the assorted stands, judging and tea-making.
The duties were shared and various, so no-one had to spend,for example, four hours
bent over the candle-rolling table. However, there is a definite and well-practised
hierarchy, quite understandably, with volunteers starting on candles and honey sales
and graduating to the information stands. Each slot was ably managed with a hot
handover. If you would like to volunteer for future shows, the Committee would be
delighted to hear from you.
This year was the 129th Honiton Show. Perhaps you could put the 130th
anniversary year event in your diary in 2020. This should be bigger than ever!

FOR ALL YOUR BEEKEEPING NEEDS

ADAMS

homehardware
At 164 Fore Street, Exeter

Top quality equipment
Hives, frames, foundations and tools.

Main agents for E.H.THORNE
MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE

For personal service ring 01392 272877 : Email adamsofcrediton@btinternet.com

Honiton Show Bees & Honey Competition Trophy Winners
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The Fred Barratt Shield for the highest points in the honey classes Brahim Meraga
(Tiverton) amassed 22 points for his honey in classes 1 – 8, including two first places.
David Shale ran out a close second with 18 points.
The Basil Salter Wax Challenge Cup Liz
Westcott (Torbay) proved to be the runaway
winner having achieved 1st in both eligible wax
classes.
The Griffin Cup (composite entry) Brahim
Meraga (Tiverton) pipped Sylvia Guest (Exeter)
to the post.

Liz Westcott receives the Basil Salter Cup

The Uplyme Cup for cookery Sue Sturdy
(Exeter) won 1st prize from 3 of her 4 cookery
class entries to carry off the silverware for her
supreme baking with Sylvia Guest (Exeter)
again a close second.

The Honiton Show Cup for highest points in
all classes Joint winners Sylvia Guest (Exeter)
and Brahim Meraga (Tiverton) totted up 47
points each and shared the cup (one handle
each!). Liz Westcott came a close third with 44
points.
The Bee Creative Competition winner was
Luna Le Petit in the 7-year old section.
Public Vote Photograph A total of 122 votes
were cast by the public. Every photo attracted
several votes. Liz Westcott’s photo showing
a group of beekeepers ‘in action’ won with 20
votes.
The Branch Cup for the Branch with the
Sue Sturdy holding the Uplyme Cup
highest points East Devon topped the charts with
131 points, Exeter scored 108, Tiverton 47
and Torbay 44.
As usual Mr David Beazley of Exeter
College carried out the judging of the excellent
Cookery Class entries.
This year, the Honey Judge, Mr Jack
Mummery, awarded the coveted Blue Ribbon
for the Best Exhibit in Show to Liz Westcott for
her display of 6 identical wax blocks.

East Devon wins the Branch Cup

In readiness for next year, you could start
picking and freezing blackberries for the honey
blackberry jam competition class!
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Emergency Measures
Graham Kingham

The start of the 2019 beekeeping season this year was cool, and as a result my
first inspection was in mid-April. One hive had survived and was fast filling up a
super by the first week of May. It was oilseed rape honey judging by the pollen
samples taken. My caste in a poly nuc had also survived and took down a candy
pack in April. Although they were still not spreading out as I would like, they had
removed 3 frames of wax and made their own at one end, which I found at my next
inspection. I planned to try to cut this out and place it in a frame as it was full of
grubs.
The pride of the apiary, which produced 45kg of honey last year, also survived, but
had dwindled down to a small cluster. Eggs were seen on the first inspection, but
on the next inspection neither eggs were in evidence nor a queen. I left it for another
week, but with no signs of a queen cell nor an available new queen from a breeder,
what was I to do in early May?
Locally, some swarms had been collected so I presumed they would be making
new queens, even if the temperature had only reached around 13°C during the day.
Commercial beekeepers experiencing a similar problem have come up with a
solution using an artificial Queen Mandible Pheromone in the hive. This helps to
keep the hive stable until a new queen can be found. Queen Mandible Pheromone
regulates all aspects of worker bees in the hive: in normal conditions it induces a
retinue of workers around the queen and signals her presence to other members.
One such artificial Queen Mandible Pheromone is a product called Temporary
Synthetic Queen (TSQ), which is contained in a plastic tube containing an internal
plastic matrix. The synthetic, five-component, Queen Mandible Pheromone is
imbedded within this matrix. Workers contact the pheromone and it is distributed
throughout the hive, which makes the colony queen-right.
The pheromone’s main use is for the temporary control of the hive until a
replacement queen can be found. This could be when a queen dies and no other
queen is immediately available,
or when the queen is failing.
According to the literature,
TSQ can be used to keep the
colony queen right for up to 3
weeks. If the failing queen is still
around, remove her and insert
one TSQ between the frames.
Once a replacement queen
is available, the TSQ can be
removed and the new queen
introduced.
To install TSQ in the colony,
An example of the Temporary Synthetic Queen lure in place
you cinch the cable tie that is
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provided around the lure and attach the lure holder to the top bar of the middle frame
using a drawing pin. The lure will last for approximately 3 weeks in the hive.
Always remove the lure when a new queen is introduced.
Lures can be stored in an airtight bag in a freezer below 0°C until required for use.
Frozen lures will last for 3 years. Avoid touching the lures with bare hands - use
disposable rubber gloves to prevent contamination.
Temporary Synthetic Queen is not toxic to bees, animals or humans.
In my experience, the pheromone seemed to work well for 7 days until the new
queen arrived. The workers were very busy and orderly, with very few dead bees
being cast out of the hive. Let’s hope that by the time you read this article the hive
will be buzzing with activity!
I purchased my TSQ from SIPA Honey Bees for £5.00 plus £1.50 postage for one;
packs of 5 are also available at £20.00 - see www.honeybeenucs.co.uk

Downing Bowl
The Downing Bowl was presented by the South Devon Beekeepers in memory of
Mr SAL & Mrs H Downing, who died in 1962. The handsome silver bowl is presented
annually at the DBKA AGM, and the decision as to who should receive the award is
decided by the Award Committee made up of the current and the previous two years'
recipients. The panel does not suggest names themselves but choose from those
names given to them.
The award has been made since 1965 and
is currently given to the DBKA member who
is considered to have contributed most to the
Association in recent years. Usually, this is
to someone who has contributed at County
Association level as well as for their Branch, but
the nominee does not have to be a committee
member. It is a rule that it is not awarded to the
same person more than once. On four previous
occasions it has been awarded to a husband
and wife team.
Please send nominations and detailed citations to Barry Neal by email
barry.r.neal@gmail.com or post to Barry at Badgers Barn, Withacott, Langtree,
Torrington EX38 8NL, to arrive no later than Friday 15 November 2019.
All nominations will be considered and all names are kept confidential.

For Sale
Apivar strips. Expiry date 07/2020. 10 strips (5 hive treatment). Contact Peter Hunt
on 01647 440322, email peter@beesindevon.co.uk. Cost £20.50 excluding postage.
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President’s Fund Grant

Christopher Smith, President DBKA
As you may know, Devon Beekeepers Association holds a President’s Fund. This
fund draws its monies from public donations and other sources, but never from
our members’ subscriptions. Its aim is to support the various local, national and
international organisations that also support the honey bee, including bodies that are
involved with honey bee related research and other similar requests.
It was whilst our Chairman, Tony Lindsell, was stewarding at this year’s Devon
County Show, and promoting the President’s Fund, that he was approached with
a request for support for a local charity, Devon Development Education, based in
Exeter but working across the globe.
One of its current projects, Food for Thought, aims to support links between
primary schools in Devon and similar schools in two very rural areas of Uganda:
Mubende and Tororo. It also aims to provide some very practical support for the
Ugandan Schools’ beekeeping endeavours, through courses on beekeeping
carpentry and beekeeping skills.
The projected cost of training, including some basic equipment, for one primary
school is £457 and it is that sum that the group determining funding applications
relating to the President’s Fund recently decided to grant. DDE have agreed to keep
DBKA informed of the progress of
their Ugandan initiative.
It is particularly rewarding to
know that the public’s support for
beekeeping will benefit small rural
communities in Africa.
Further information on the
management of the President’s
Fund can be found in the policy
document which is located in
the Members’ area of the DBKA
A beekeeping house containing Kenyan Top Bar Hives
website www.devonbeekeepers.
with school staff and children looking on
org.uk

TKBA Success at Totnes Show
Lilah Killock

Every year, our Branch has a stand in the Food Tent at Totnes Show to promote
beekeeping as well as sell products of the hive on behalf of our members. We take
along the observation hive as well as lots of information leaflets, including in recent
years, information about the Asian hornet. Our stand always draws a crowd, and the
observation hive, in particular, is a big attraction. Twice in the last five years, we've
won the Award for the Best Stand in the Food Tent.
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This year we were visited by
the Chief Steward at midday
who told us we had won the Best
Educational Stand Award in 2019 a first for us! (It went to the Young
Farmers' display in 2018.)
We were presented with
an Award certificate, official
photographs were taken, and we
duly pinned up our new certificate
on the noticeboard behind the stall.
Just as we were about to clear
away at the end of the day, a
The Sales Team with the Best Educational Stand
trophy. From left to right: At back Graham Brown, TKBA
steward arrived to say our trophy
was waiting for us outside the Food Chairman, Kevin Gillard, Rod Saffery, TKBA President
In front, Lilah Killock, TKBA Acting Secretary, and
Tent, and could somebody go and
Hilary Saffery
help him carry it in. Bemused, the
two fittest members of the team followed him out.
When they returned carrying a huge box, the reason for the request for help was
obvious. We'd won a very big (and very heavy) cut-glass bowl! As we fell about
laughing while holding precariously onto the trophy, one of our fellow stallholders
offered to take a photograph or two.
Of course, it now befalls us to look after this fragile object until the next Totnes
Show. We don't have a Clubhouse and no member has as yet come forward offering
to house it, so it is currently residing in its box, well packed in bubble wrap, tucked
under the table in the Apiary Store. I just hope a mouse doesn't decide to make a
nest in it over the winter!

Basic Assessment Successes in 2019
Congratulations to the following DBKA Branch members who passed their Basic
Assessments this summer:
East Devon: Sara Bredemear-Gill*, Angela Brooke-Smith*, Richard Croft, Oliver Gill,
John Gosse*, James Holbrook, Robert Sorrell*, Mark Williams
Exeter: Jonathan Custance Baker*, James Dishman, William Dop, Chris GuggiariPeel*, Helen Moxey*, Caroline Taverner*
Holsworthy: Kirsty Korkmaz, Renata Paldyna*, Isobel Waterhouse*
Okehampton: Sarah Bunker*, Vivienne Hodges*, Matthew Retter*
Plymouth: Ian Staples
Torbay: Rebecca Beveridge*, Mark Dunne, Robert Goddard, Gillian Goddard, Torbay
Dave Whitney, Gary Wills
Totnes and Kingsbridge: Martin Pope, Melanie Pope, Tania Skinner
* with Credit
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Bees Declared the Most Important
Living Being on the Planet
Nicky Langley

As if members of the Devon Beekeepers Association needed telling, a recent
iSciphile report on The Earth Watch Institute
in the last debate of the Royal Geographical
Society of London declared bees as the most
valuable species in the world.
Without pollination, life on the planet would
change irrevocably. The bee's vital services
affect 70 of every 100 food products that we
use. Without pollination, plants could not
reproduce, and without plants, fauna would
disappear, and include in that ourselves.
One of the hypotheses to explain the
massive disappearance of bees currently
iSciphile.com
being explored is mobile communications.
The direct disturbance of honey bees by mobile telephones was investigated by Dr
Daniel Favre, who previously worked at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in
Lausanne.
He placed two mobile phones under a beehive and recorded the calls made by the
bees when the handsets were switched off, placed on stand-by and activated, as if
one was having a normal conversation.
Around 20 to 40 minutes after the phones were activated, the bees began to emit
"piping" calls - the series of high-pitched squeaks that usually announce the start of
swarming.
Within two minutes of the phone call ending, the worker bees calmed down.
Through his experiments, Dr Favre says that in the presence of a cellphone making
and receiving calls, bees in the hive produced the noise usually employed to warn
the cluster of the need to leave the hive, and could therefore be a cause of colony
collapse disorder (CCD).
British bee experts do not agree, since if you physically knock a hive, or open one
up to examine it, it has a similar result. And in America many cases of CCD have
taken place in remote areas far from any mobile phone signals. Our experts blame
the overall reduction in honey bees on changes in farming, the decline of wild flowers
and pesticides, and pests such as varroa, that make colonies more vulnerable to
disease, freak weather or poisoning.
CCD and the various theories that surround it is not news to us beekeepers, of
course. Although perhaps it is good news that the level of public awareness around
the issue is growing.
And maybe you would consider leaving your mobile phone in your car, next time
you visit your apiary. After all, your bees surely deserve your full attention while you
perform your essential inspections.
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All Risks Insurance for Beekeepers
British Beekeepers Insurance Scheme

Buckland Harvester arrange group cover for the BBKA and members nationwide
(Public & Products Liability). As a member of the BBKA, you benefit from this cover.
Whilst members of the BBKA are fully covered by liability insurance and bee
disease, there is no cover for members' own equipment and stock. Where separate
cover was available, it was often at a high price and and cover often had significant
exclusions, such as out apiaries.
The British Beekeepers Insurance Scheme covers apiaries and out apiaries: hives,
parts and accessories, workshops and workbenches, electrical equipment, honey
extractors, smokers, trophies and silverware, clothing (such as bee suits, gloves),
exhibition stands and content, microscopes, books, bee colonies, stock (including
honey, jars, labels and candles).
What's not insured is damage caused by wear and tear, loss of bees from disease,
natural death, smoking or swarm, corrosion, change in temperature, mechanical or
electrical breakdown, theft from unattended vehicles (unless locked). The policy
excess is typically £50.
Visit www.beekeepersinsurance.co.uk for
more details.

Neopoll 1kg
£3.95
1lkg pack
pack -- £3.95
18kg
£66.60
18k box --£66.60
(fondant with pollen)

Apifonda 2.5kg pack - £5.95
12.5kg box - £26.50

ApiInvert 14kg pail - £29.50
(Inverted sugar syrup)

(Plain fondant)

We can also supply all individuals, groups and association with very good rates on bulk
and wholesale purchases & pallet deliveries
10 w/foundation
We specialise
in ASSEMBLED FRAMES Pre-Wired
4F Radial Motorised £598
and ready to use with or without foundation embedded.

£29.70

10 Frames
£14.75

Hives - Extractors - Motor Conversions - Filtration - Pre-Wired Frames - Tools/Sundries - Fondant - Poly Insulated Roofs - Bulk Orders
plus all other beekeeping needs

www.parkbeekeeping.com

02086 949960

info@parkbeekeeping.com

London Est 1985
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The Power of the Workers
Jeremy Barnes

On 5 June 2019, a ceremony was held in Portsmouth to mark the 75th anniversary
of the launching of the flotilla that was to become known as D-Day. A number of
world leaders were at the ceremony, including Angela Merkel from Germany, but the
focus was on those who served. This included some two hundred veterans, those
who built the landing craft, manned the radios and the radar, deciphered the German
codes, packed the parachutes, and flew the planes that pulled the gliders carrying the
parachutists (one of whom, aged 97, repeated his drop into Normandy the next day).
Yes, Donald Trump read a poem and Theresa May read a letter from a soldier who
did not survive, but there were no self-serving speeches: the focus on ‘the workers,’
whose courage, heroism and sacrifice was unquestioned, gave it an emotional power
that was universal.
With remarkable simplicity, Queen Elizabeth (herself 93 and of that generation)
said It is with humility and pleasure … that I say to you all, thank you.
Similarly, the third week of July was the 50th anniversary of the launch of Apollo XI
and the moon landing. The space suits worn by the three astronauts were composed
of 21 layers of nested fabric, meticulously stitched together by teams of women from
Playtex, the company that brought us the Cross Your Heart bra. The capsule was
heat-proofed by filling 370,000 cells with a special epoxy, sealed one at a time by
‘gunners’ who trained for two weeks before having access to the heat shield. With
re-entry speeds of 25,000 mph and temperatures of 5,000°F, just one bad cell could
have been fateful. Apollo’s parachutes were sewn and folded by hand. The three
people licensed to do this were considered so essential, that NASA forbade them
from travelling in the same car together.
The story of the race to the moon is told invariably from the perspective of the
astronauts, which is enthralling and adventurous but also narrow. More than 410,000
people worked on the Apollo mission - more than the number of Americans who
fought in Vietnam over the same period - yet their various roles have been largely
forgotten. Every hour of the spaceflight was supported by one million hours of
preparation. That is, equivalent to the work of ten individual lifetimes. Each of those
workers, in each of those hours, knew that their product had to be perfect, if the
mission was to be successful. Which it was.
Two weeks prior to the D-Day celebrations and seven weeks prior to the Apollo
launch commemoration, Mary and I were in Rochester, NY, for a wedding. Mary
toured the Susan B Anthony Museum, the house in which she spent the latter part of
her life, after which we went in search for Ms Anthony’s grave. Born into a Quaker
family, Susan was a social reformer, abolitionist and women's rights activist who
played a pivotal role in the women’s suffrage movement. As you may know, 2019
is the centenary of women gaining the right to vote in the US. In recognition of her
many achievements, Susan’s 80th birthday was celebrated in the White House at the
invitation of President William McKinley and she became the first female citizen to be
depicted on US coinage when her portrait appeared on the 1979 dollar coin.
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She is buried in the Hope Cemetery in Rochester, a 200-acre plot with literally
thousands of graves, most of them marked with steles 20 feet high, big gated crypts,
or massive blocks of engraved granite. Susan, by contrast, lies next to her sister,
their headstones perhaps two feet high with no more than their names and dates of
birth and death on them. Apparently, this had been her insistence before she died.
Coincidentally Frederick Douglas, the nineteenth century civil rights campaigner, is
buried not far away, and he too originally had a simple memorial although his children
later enlarged it.
The irony was startling. Susan B Anthony is surrounded by the massive tombs
of clearly affluent people and yet she, who had achieved so much of national
importance, lies in humility, allowing her achievements to speak for themselves. She
was a Quaker to the core - modest, lacking in pride or vanity, her pleasure coming
from the work she did for the benefit of others. I do not care what you believe, Thich
Nhat Hanh the Vietnamese Buddhist monk and peace activist has written, “I do care
how you behave.
The term queen bee is a misnomer in that she does not rule the colony; rather she
is a superb ovipositor with no maternal instincts. Control of the colony rests with the
workers; they are the ones who determine cell size and thus the ratio of workers to
drones, they select the larvae to feed extra amounts of royal jelly if a new queen is
needed, they determine when to swarm and who will leave the hive with the existing
queen, they determine if and when new queens should be released from their cells.
It is they who control the proportions of resources brought into the hive, and it is they
who keep the queen and the drones alive.
This is not to say the queen is not important. After all she carries 50 per cent of the
genes that will be transmitted to her female progeny, and the traits of those genes,
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together with her fecundity, are vital in determining the success and health of the hive
as super organism. But my heroes are those workers who have made a significant
difference in my life - parents, teachers, colleagues and friends; it is they who I
celebrate with both humility and pleasure.
While casualty figures are notoriously difficult to verify, the accepted estimate is
that the Allies suffered 10,000 total casualties on D-Day itself. The highest casualties
occurred on Omaha beach, where 2,000 US troops were killed, wounded or went
missing; at Sword Beach and Gold Beach, where 2,000 British troops suffered similar
fates; and at Juno beach, where 340 Canadian soldiers were killed and another 574
wounded.
In terms of the larger campaign, 9,388 Americans, husbands, fathers, sons,
brothers, sweethearts either died at Normandy or in the liberation of France
according to Mark Shields, on the NPR Newshour program one day after the D-Day
anniversary, And it was a time in this country of the we generation, not the me
generation. We had 20 million victory gardens that civilians built that provided 40%
of the vegetables for the whole country. We rationed everything from gasoline to
liquor to cigarettes to butter to meat. And we did it. And all Americans were part
of the collective effort, the collective sacrifice. The same can be said for Britain and
most of the Commonwealth countries.
That sounds like a bee hive to me - the we generation with both a collective effort
and a collective sacrifice.
There is one critical difference. Unlike a bee hive, those at the top of the we
generation set a personal example that was hugely influential. Consider, for
example, the decision of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth to stay at Buckingham
Palace in the fall of 1940 during the London Blitz, against the advice of the King’s
ministers. In the US, the four sons of President Franklin D Roosevelt all served
in combat with distinction. Or the millionaire son of a multimillionaire who asked
his father to use his contacts to get him into combat. That son, who did not qualify
physically to serve, was John F Kennedy.

From the Editorial Team
Sometimes the resuls come in so thick and fast, that a ball is dropped, and last
month was one of those times. In the August issue there were a couple of errors that
need to be corrected.
First from the article on the Devon County Show, under Trophy Winners, the winner
of Gourmet Honey was Rebecca Beveridge. Also, the Divisional Cup presented
to the Branch of the DBKA gaining the most points overall was awarded to Torbay
Branch. Apologies to both parties and many congratulations on your achievement.
Also, it was mentioned in a snippet, that the Axevale Show was a first for the East
Devon Beekeepers. This was incorrect, the EDBK have of course been supporting
the Show for years. It was, in fact, a first for the volunteer in question. One really
should wash the wax out of one's ears.
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Going With the Flow

Part 2: Hives and Bees - the Schoolboy Errors
Andy Bullen
Having spent nearly every Saturday afternoon at Torbay Branch's Cockington
Apiary during the summer of 2018, I was keen to order some bees and a Flowhive.
I’d decided early on that I wanted dark bees: good British bees that would be out
foraging in the kind of weather that keeps the Italian bee inside, drinking cappuccino
or a latte macchiato.
Finding someone to supply my dark bees, however, wasn’t straightforward. I did a
little research through the internet and found contact details for a person in Cornwall
selling dark bees. Before rushing to contact him though, I approached a dark bee
breeder from Exeter, whom I had met through Torbay Beekeepers. Unfortunately,
his bees would not be ready for sale in 2019. Without a local contact to call on,
I emailed the guy in Cornwall but after a few days he replied to say he’d retired.
Luckily, he was able to give me the email address of the man in Cornwall who’d
taken over from him. With the building excitement of getting closer to my dream, I
dashed off an email, and a couple of weeks later received a reply.
By now it was October 2018 and I could order my dark bees for collection in May
2019 from the Cornish bee seller. The Nuc would be overwintered with a 2018
queen and, as they’re bred on the North Cornish coast, the bees would be a little
later starting, due to the weather being slightly chillier for longer down that way.
When the time came, all I’d need would be a new Nuc box and some cash - to swap
with an old Nuc box, containing my bees, which I could keep, and no deposit was
required. I considered this to be a bit of a bargain. Unfortunately, though, it was the
start of my series of schoolboy errors.
I hadn’t asked what type of empty Nuc box the breeder required and, more
importantly, I hadn’t asked what type of frame the bees would be on. As I write this, I
can feel you all shaking your heads and thinking, like Captain Mainwaring from Dad's
Army, “Stupid boy Pike!” and, as you’ll see later, the errors didn’t end there.
Bees ordered. I now researched the different types of Flowhive. There are so
many to choose from, but I really liked the new Flowhive 2, with built in spirit level
(cool), and nifty little legs. (The Flowhive has to sit
at a slight angle to let the honey drain out towards
the back; hence the spirit level.) Which type of
wood? The Western Red Cedar looked lovely, but
I decided to go for the Araucaria, with six frames.
Six frames equals an eight-frame brood box; while
a seven-frame Flowhive equals a ten-frame brood
box, both of which are Langstroth. This was another
schoolboy error, as in hindsight, the larger brood
box gives you more space.
I ordered the Flowhive in November 2018, for
delivery in February 2019. This, I thought, should
Flow HIve 2 - Araucaria 6 Frame
give me plenty of time to build and oil it with Tung

oil. The cost of a Flowhive is quite substantially different from a Commercial or a
National, particularly as they come flat-packed like a piece of IKEA furniture. But
when you include the cost of an extractor and the other equipment required for a
“normal” hive, the cost of a Flowhive doesn’t seem quite so bad.
Next month: It’s touch and go whether Bees or Hive arrive first.
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Entomology, Etymology, the Honeybee and Words
Graham Kingham

The origin of words and their meaning can often be found in the mists of time. The
Welsh language has many bee-related words that are found in early history. Part of
the reason for this being that property was passed down in the family and therefore
it had a value; in order to describe it, a word was needed. In fact, early records are
available in law courts relating to disputes over property, including bees and skeps.
The English term honie bee was used as early as 1566 according to the Oxford
English Dictionary.
Some words that describe honey: milit, mez, mesi, mit, mitsu, mi, mil, miele and
mel, all share a single root across Indo-European languages, tracing the history of
the western honey bee, Apis Mellifera, wherever our forefathers took them. At some
point the Germanic language describes honey by its colour; its origin comes from the
Old Norse hunung, then the Old German became honing, the Old English word was
hunig, which is how we arrived at today’s English version: honey.
The above paragraph, which inspired this article, was
taken from A Honey Bee’s Heart has Five Openings
by Helen Jukes. This book is a fascinating mix of
biography, autobiography and natural-history, entwined
with a meditation on what it means to keep, to love
and to find one's place in the world. At its core is the
author's experience of learning the art of beekeeping
- and while other writers create magic with majestic
landscapes or charismatic creatures, this book creates
a sense of heartfelt wonder with only a hive full of
insects and a suburban back garden.
A pleasure to read; not aimed at educating the
beekeeper but a journey and de‑stressing adventure
from life and work through the wonderful world of bees.
Words
I have compiled here for your amusement a list of
some of the commonly used words and phrases and
their meanings, with bees in mind:
Bee
Bee in your bonnet being preoccupied.
Busy bee a person who is industrious.
Float like a butterfly, sting like a bee to be deceptive in appearance.
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The bee’s knees are the best.
None of your bee’s wax none of your business.
Queen Bee a woman in a position of dominance.
The birds and the bees euphemistic for sex education.
Beeline going in a direct line.
Beeswings a crust of tartar formed on old port.
Honey
The land of milk and honey a promise of plenty.
Honey-tongued or honeyed smooth, persuasive and seductive.
You can catch more flies with honey than with vinegar having a sweetness of nature
is a better proposition.
Honeymoon signifying a period of a month after marriage.
Buzz
Buzz word a vogue word.
Buzz off to go away.
Get a buzz out of something to get excited.
Hive
A hive of activity shows signs of great activity.
Hive off to be transferred from a larger group.
Sting
Sting in the tail an unexpected and unpleasant end.
Sting into action being goaded or to incite.
Apis Mellifera
The Swedish botanist and zoologist Carl
Linnaeus introduced the system of nomenclature,
for identification of life. Linnaeus gave the honey
bee the name Apis mellifera in 1758 and it appears
in his book Systema Naturae (10th edition).
Apis is the Latin word for bee, mellifera comes
from the Greek melli, honey, and ferre, to bear
- hence, the scientific name means the honeybearing bee.
Three years later in 1761 Linnaeus realised his
earlier mistake that honey bees bear nectar not
honey, so he attempted to change the name to
Apis mellifica - the honey-making bee. However,
according to the International Code of Zoological
Nomenclature, the older name has precedence (the
Principle of Priority, first formulated in 1842), and so
Mr and Mrs Kingham at
we have continued to use the name Apis mellifera.
Honiton Show
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Diary Dates
Members may attend meetings of any Branch but it’s advisable to telephone the Branch
Secretary first. Contact details are:
East Devon

eastdevonbk.co.uk

01404 841629

Exeter

exeterbeekeepers.org.uk

01392 832956

Holsworthy

holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk

01237 440165

Newton Abbot

nabk.org.uk

07935 041168

North Devon

northdevonbees.org

07791 679283

Okehampton

okehamptonbee.co.uk

01363 82361

Plymouth

plymouthbeekeepers.btck.co.uk

01752 338279

Tavistock

tavistock-beekeepers.org.uk

07946 272516

Tiverton

tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk

01363 860252

Torbay

tbbk.co.uk

01803 844804

Totnes & Kingsbridge

totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com

01803 866028

September

Sun 1

10:00am

Plymouth

Improvers Meeting Preparing for Winter (Branch
Apiary)

Sat 7

All Day

Totnes &
Kingsbridge

Hive Products Stand (Food Tent, Kingsbridge
Show)

Sat 7

10:00am

North Devon

Branch Honey Show (St John’s Garden Centre,
Barnstaple)

Sat 7

2:00pm

Newton Abbot Apiary Open (Branch Apiary)

Sat 7

2:30pm

East Devon

Preparing for Winter (Hunthay Apiary)

Sat 7

2:30pm

Okehampton

Apiary Meeting (Sticklepath)

Sun 8

10:00am

Plymouth

Maintenance Morning (Branch Apiary)

Sun 8

11:00am

North Devon

Branch Honey Show (St John’s Garden Centre,
Barnstaple)

Sat 14

2:00pm

Newton Abbot Last Apiary Session of the Season (Branch
Apiary)

Sat 14

2:00pm

Totnes &
Kingsbridge

Clare Densley & Martin Hann Bee Handling &
Beekeeping Hygiene (Buckfast Abbey)

Tue 17

7:30pm

Tavistock

Martin Hann Seasonal Bee Inspector (Tavistock
Parish Room)

Wed 18

7:00pm

North Devon

Visit to Quince Honey Farm (South Molton)

Thu 19

7:30pm

Tiverton

Duncan Simmons Artificial Insemination
(Uplowman Village Hall)

Sat 21

All Day

Cornwall BKA

Bit of A Do (Truro College)

Sat 21

2:30pm

East Devon

Cleaning and Storing Equipment (Hunthay Apiary)
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Mon 30

7:30pm

Exeter

Graham Kingham Bee Anatomy Under the
Microscope (Topsham Rugby Club)

Tue 8

7:00pm

Plymouth

Branch Honey Show (Blindmans Wood Scout
Centre)

Thu 10

7:30pm

Okehampton

Talk by John Walters, Entomologist (Whiddon
Down Village Hall)

Fri 11

7:00pm

North Devon

Q&A Session plus Beginner's Reunion (Castle
Centre, Barsnstaple)

Wed 16

7:30pm

Tavistock

Winter Talk Subject TBC (Tavistock Parish Room)

Wed 16

7:30pm

Tiverton

Richard Ball Forty Years of Beekeeping
(Uplowman Village Hall)

Mon 21

7:00pm

Exeter

Members Evening Meeting (Branch Apiary)

9:45am

DBKA

South Devon Beekeepers Convention (The Ariel
Centre, Totnes)

October

November
Sun 3

Devon
Beekeepers'
Day
2019
Saturday 14 December
Stanbury Hall, Petroc College,
Old Sticklepath Hill,
Barnstaple EX31 2BQ

DBKA AGM
followed by talks by:
Daisy Headley
of the Bumblebee
Conservation Trust
and

John De Carteret
of Jersey Beekeepers

1

2

SOUTH DEVON
BEEKEEPERS
CONVENTION 2019
The Ariel Centre, King Edward VI Community College,
Totnes TQ9 5JX

Sunday 3 November 2019
9.45 am - 4.30 pm

Celia Davis author of The Honey Bee Around
and About and The Honey Bee Inside Out

Mr Bee: the Life of the Drone Bee and
Bee Plants and the Environment
Francis Ratnieks Professor of
Apiculture at the University of Sussex

Policing and Conflict Resolution
in Honey Bee Colonies
Dr Gerry Brierley
An Accidental Apitherapist
Ticket Prices (purchased before 20 October):
Adult £16.50 (after 20 October £20.00)
Under-18s and Full-time Students Free!
Book Stall, Equipment and Trade Stands.
Pasties available. See www.devonbeekeepers.org.uk
for more details and to book tickets and pasties.
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