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Superior
uperior Swarming Supplies
Are you ready for swarming?

National Brood Chambers

Hive packages
(empty) 59 15 41

from £157

(Flat pack) 59 14 86

Brood Frames

£50.50

Pack of 10 (DN1)

from £13.50

Sterilised
Swarm
Wipes
Brood wired Foundation
(10 pack) 59 17 80

10 per box

National Brood Dummy
Board 59 08 90 £8.50

from £12.75

National 2-in-1 Poly Nuc Box

Made from high-density polystyrene our Poly Nucs
are lightweight, extremely durable and have excellent
thermal qualities. Ideal for collecting a swarm
or creating a nucleus.

59 29 54

£13.95

u Polystyrene Nucleus Hive with 6 Hoffman
Frames and Sterilised Wired Foundation

590913

£69.95

• FROM AS LITTLE AS £69.95!
• Can be split into two 3-frame nucs for
queen rearing

• Designed with 2 doors and 2
independent feeders

• Superior insulation against the elements
• Look great when painted – and we supply

t Polystyrene 14 x 12 NUC
Hive with 6 Hoffman frames and
Sterilised Wired Foundation

non-toxic paint, perfect for hives
• Ideal to use all year round
• A lightweight solution for overwintering
and transporting bees

590917

£84.95

View our complete range online: www.beekeeping.co.uk/nuc-hives

www.beekeeping.co.uk

0344 326 2010

info@beekeeping.co.uk

For information about our shop opening times and customer updates, please visit

www.beekeeping.co.uk/frequently-asked-questions/
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Buzz Word

Viv Thorn, DBKA Chair
As I am writing this, I’m thinking about what we would
normally be doing at this time of year – which is running
about like headless chickens preparing for the Devon
County Show. Last year, I got my entry form in early as we
had a holiday in Japan and Australia planned for March
and April. Upon our return, I surprised myself at how many
classes I had entered and realised that I had a lot of work
to do to get everything done in time. I am pleased to say I
won the Decorated Wheelbarrow class - the first time I had
won anything!
After the Show, I removed the little beekeeper and his
shed and am still enjoying the alpines I planted in the
barrow. As you will now know, The Devon County Show
has been postponed until next year. However, Liz Westcott is planning a virtual honey
show, looking at categories that beekeepers can enter by sending in photos. So,
keep your mobile in your pocket when at your apiary to capture those interesting bee
pictures. More details on page 103.
So far, my bees are very busy, so hopefully we will at least get a good crop of
honey this year.
We are currently thinking ahead to what
might happen if we are still subject to social
distancing at the end of this year.
All branches normally have their AGMs
by the end of November and Devon AGM is
now held in December. Currently, there is no
provision in our constitution for contingency
plans if we cannot run our Branch or County
Annual General Meetings. The Executive
has taken advice from the Charities
Commission and it may be that we will have
to postpone the AGMs until it is safe to meet
again in large groups.

Winner of the Decorated Wheelbarrow
at the 2019 Devon County Show

The Executive Committee have had a
practice Zoom meeting, which was very
successful, and we are planning to hold
our June meeting in this format. We are
currently preparing a paper on the changes
we might need to make to our constitution in
order to manage or postpone AGMs and the
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members of the Executive will be able to discuss
this at this meeting.
In other news, the BBKA is suggesting that
AHAT teams are renamed AHTs which has
caused much consternation among members. It
still remains unclear why they are asking for the
change in name and we have asked them what
is behind the proposed change. From a Branch
perspective, AHAT Co-ordinators are ready to
respond to any sightings and will activate their
local team to identify and trace Asian hornets
(Vespa Velutina).
We have also received information about
Vespa Mandarinia which has been discovered in
Washington State in the USA. According to David
Millward, the Telegraph US correspondent, this
The barrow that keeps on giving
Asian hornet is two inches long and is capable of
stinging several times, which can prove fatal, though it is generally not aggressive to
humans. This hornet is native to the forests and mountains of South-East Asia, where
they have devastated the local populations of European honey bees. Their toxic
venom is equivalent to a poisonous snake and it is estimated that they kill around 50
people a year in Japan alone.
Check it out on Google images. Let us
hope they do not make their way to our
shores!
Please keep vigilant for Asian hornet
primary nests and any hawking round
your hives later in the season. Stay safe
everyone and enjoy your beekeeping we are very fortunate to live in such a
beautiful part of the country and to be able
to get out to tend our bees.

BBKA Assessments
The BBKA Exam Board has cancelled all
practical assessments for this year (Basic
and Junior Assessments, Bee Health,
Husbandry, etc) because of coronavirus.
Please refer any questions to: Tim
Allen, Exams Officer, DBKA Examinations
Officer, exams.dbka@gmail.com

Devon raised
Nucs and Queens
Locally adapted bees and queens
raised in Devon over many years.
Not imports! Good temper,
productivity, and health.

Queen

£40

6 frame Nuc £220
Available June & July
Blackbury Honey Farm, East Devon
www.blackburyfarm.co.uk
01404 871600
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The Devon Beekeepers Virtual Show
Liz Westcott

As I sit writing this piece for the magazine, it should have been the weekend
of Devon County Show. The weather is perfect. I should be in a busy marquee,
enjoying watching the judging and trying to guess which exhibits have won prizes.
But the Covid Curse is upon us and that all exists in another dimension. We are in
‘lockdown’, confined to barracks and robbed of the pleasure of socialising with fellow
beekeepers and enjoying our annual competition. In these austere and demanding
times we need to learn to adapt, to modify our simple pleasures so that we are not
completely denied normality and there is a semblance of order to our calendar.
I am sure you are all aware that at first Devon County Show was postponed
until the end of August. Now, the end of August date has been cancelled and the
Show will take place at the usual time next year: 20th, 21st, and 22nd May, 2021.
Honiton Show has been cancelled. Okehampton Show has been cancelled. Which
all set me thinking. What about all those beekeepers who enjoy a little bit of healthy
competition? Couldn’t we, in a very limited way, still have a competition online and
have a little bit of fun with our beekeeping?
And so The Devon Beekeepers Virtual Show came into being. Of course, the
judging of honey and wax is largely dependent on taste and aroma and therefore we
are restricted in the classes we can hold. However, I hope you will find something
of interest and will enjoy submitting an entry. The closing date is 30th June. I
have selected judges from across the County who I think have a certain expertise
or interest in the field they are judging. There are children’s classes for painting and
photography. Please encourage your youngsters to have a go. My three-year old
granddaughter has her own camera and has a keen interest in the insect life in her
garden. I am hoping she will be submitting a photo in the 8 and under Children's
Photography class.
Please state which Branch you belong to when entering. There we will be a
certificate for the Branch with the most points. Children, if not members, will accrue
points for the Branch to which their parents or grandparents belong.
I hope you find something of interest which will inspire you to make an entry. All
the entries will be in the form of a photograph or photographs. It couldn’t be
easier than to click and email your photographs to me: lizwestcott@me.com. Please
put the class number in the email subject box and don’t forget to say which Branch
you belong to.
All photographs will be displayed on the Devon Beekeepers' website so you will be
able to see the full class before judging is finalised. The results will be published in
the August edition of Beekeeping magazine. A full round-up of winners' photos will be
in the September edition.
Fortunately, this is one virus that does not affect our bees. They are still working
hard in this beautiful weather, bringing in the nectar and making honey. I am selling a
lot less honey this year and I think there may be quite a few beekeepers who will be
happy to bring their honey to sell at Devon County Show next year! In the meantime,
let’s make the best of these unfortunate times. I hope to hear from a lot of you - very
soon! A full list of the classes is given opposite.
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Class 1: A honey label designed by the beekeeper to comply with current
regulations, judged for marketing appeal Judge: Jack Mummery
Class 2: A display of four ornamental objects made of beeswax, colouring
permitted, excluding candles Judge: Jack Mummery
Class 3: Photograph, subject of interest to beekeepers black and white or
coloured Judge: Chris Utting
Class 4: Children’s photography, subject of interest to beekeepers black and
white or coloured Children 8 years and under Judge: Chris Utting
Class 5: Children’s photography, subject of interest to beekeepers black and
white or coloured Children 9-16 years of age Judge: Chris Utting
Class 6: Technical photograph, subject of interest to beekeepers black and white
or coloured, with appropriate information: camera type, lens/setting and any other
relevant facts Judge: Chris Utting
Class 7: An item of beekeeping equipment, which has been made, repaired
or adapted by the exhibitor - up to three photos can be submitted of one entry,
together with an explanation, if required Judge: Mike Ticehurst
Class 8: A painting or drawing using any medium, of interest to beekeepers
Judges: Maggie and John Heal
Class 9: Children’s painting or drawing, using any medium, of interest to
beekeepers Children 8 years and under Judges: Maggie and John Heal
Class 10: Children’s painting or drawing, using any medium, of interest to
beekeepers Children 9-16 years of age Judges: Maggie and John Heal
Class 11: A 3D art object made by the exhibitor, such as, but not restricted to, a
model, sculpture or wood carving - up to three photos can be submitted of one
entry, together with an explanation, if required Judges: Maggie and John Heal
Class 12: An item of sewing or embroidery, subject of interest to beekeepers
Judge: Viv Thorn
Class 13: A flower arrangement of traditional or humorous composition related to
beekeeping - up to three photos can be submitted of one entry, together with an
explanation, if required Judge: Wendy Ashley
Class 14: A decorated planter or wheelbarrow containing plants of interest or
relevance to bees or beekeeping - a list of plants to accompany the entry - up to
three photos can be submitted of one entry, together with an explanation, if required
Judge: Wendy Ashley
Class 15: Poetry, subject of interest to beekeepers, the original work of the exhibitor
Judge: Rachel West
Class 16: Children’s poetry, subject of interest to beekeepers, the original work of
the exhibitor Children 8 years and under Judge: Rachel West
Class 17: Children’s poetry, subject of interest to beekeepers, the original work of
the exhibitor Children 9-16 years Judge: Rachel West
Class 18: A decorated cupcake on the theme of beekeeping Judge: Tony Lindsell
Class 19: A poster that promotes bees and shows their importance to the
environment Judge: Lilah Killock
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Totnes and Kingsbridge Branch Hold A Virtual Event
Lilah Killock

There has been much argument recently about the rights and wrongs of importing
queen bees from abroad, and this issue raises strong feelings among some of our
Branch members. Since lockdown, there has been a dearth of Branch events and
so to give everyone a chance to get together as well as listen to the arguments and
form their own opinion, we decided to air this issue at an online meeting held on the
Thursday evening in the first week of May.
Our members, like most of the population, have quickly had to become familiar
with the meeting software Zoom, and appreciate that to enable an online meeting
to run smoothly, it is vital that only one person is speaking at a time - not always a
practice followed at beekeeping events. We decided, therefore, to run the event as
a debate chaired by our Branch Chair, Tammy Skinner. Participation was restricted:
all members were invited to apply for a link to the meeting. This meant that we could
control who attended, and keep the numbers down to a manageable level.
Over 20 members "gathered" in front of their computer screens on the night, some
of us accompanied by our refreshments of choice - not necessarily the usual tea and
biscuits. Tammy welcomed everyone to the meeting and it was agreed that there
would be a short break at 8 pm, so we could all leave our posts and go outside to
“clap for the NHS”.
The motion to be debated was Totnes & Kingsbridge Beekeepers support the
importation of queen honey bees.
Speaking for the motion were Byron Williams and Jeremy Wells, and against the
motion Annette Quartly and Kathy Lovegrove. What follows is a very brief recap of
just some of the salient points they made.
First up was Byron. Byron has been keeping bees for 8 years and has around 20
colonies. He started by pointing out that there is a difference between the needs
of a hobbyist beekeeper in the Branch, who, on average, has 3.2 colonies, and a
commercial beekeeper who can have as many as 1500 colonies. Commercial
beekeepers make their living by selling not just honey and bee products, but also
nucleuses of bees and queens. These beekeepers need to have a supply of queens
early in the season to ensure maximum production: many of the previous year’s
queens don’t survive the winter or become drone layers.
European Queens are cheaper than UK queens and usually come with a known
pedigree. Overseas’ commercial queen producers make money from raising
thousands of queens each year. They have to know what they are doing, and will
deliberately breed their queens to have certain desirable traits.
Local breeders, on the other hand, produce tens of queens a year, and they cannot
guarantee that the queens will be ready early in the year.
As for the argument of buying queens suitable for the local climate, even in
England the climate is different between, say Kent to Devon, so this is not a
consideration.
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Annette then "took the floor". Annette has been keeping bees since 2016. At the
time of the debate she had 3 colonies and 4 nucs in her apiary. She was the first
speaker against the motion and addressed the meeting from the viewpoint of a local,
hobbyist beekeeper, saying firstly that if you import queens and you have no idea
where they are coming from, you could be importing undesirable traits, for example
bad temper or disease. (Africanised bees, for example, are known to be aggressive.)
There are enough local beekeepers that if each beekeeper was to raise one or two
extra queens we, in our area, could be self-sufficient in queens. As hobbyists, we
are not dependent on imports in the same way a commercial beekeeper may be.
We should also take into account the stress on the bees – is it good for them to
be packaged up and posted? Does this have an adverse affect on their welfare
and temperament? And why should we be focused on breeding from bees with a
known background? People tend to think we need to “fix” genetics but nature will do
this. Bees are naturally genetically diverse: most queens will mate with a multitude
of drones. The drones will
travel up to six miles to a
drone congregation area
and a swarm can move up
to half a mile to establish
itself. There is a natural
independent assortment of
genes.
It is known that Imported
“pure-bred” queens can
have poor genetic diversity
- the Buckfast principle of
breeding the queen mother
and the drone mother
means an F1 cross results
Some of the participants
and the lineage does not
breed true.
Next on was Jeremy who started beekeeping in 1974 and describes himself as
a hobbyist beekeeper who buys in an imported Danish pedigree Buckfast queen
most years. (He has been a member of the Danish Beekeepers Association, Den
Danskbiavlerforetning, since the 1980’s.)
Jeremy spoke for the motion. He regularly imports one or two queens each season
from Denmark with the aim of ensuring good genetics and to reduce the incidence of
inbreeding within his colonies. Buying from a reputable Danish breeder, he argued,
means you know what characteristics you can expect from the bees.
Jeremy has visited the Danish queen producer from whom he buys his queens,
and has been impressed. The bees are reared on an island, thus guaranteeing
the stock is pure bred. The bees are selected for good hygiene and honey and egg
production. The climate in Denmark is very similar to Devon and Jeremy finds that
the colonies headed by the imported queens tend to do well. The bees have good
behaviour on the frame and handle well with a gentle temperament.
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Danish queen breeders' colonies are rigorously tested before they are allowed
to be exported to ensure they are free of Nosema, chalkbrood etc. If any sign
of disease or problems are found, those bees are culled. The top five breeders
produced 78,000 pedigree queens in 2018. Poul Sørensen (one of the five)
produces 120 to 130 queens per day at the height of the season. These queens are
exported all over the world.
The fourth speaker was Kathy Lovegrove who is in her twenty-first year as a
beekeeper, and has recently downsized to three colonies of her own. She is a
Trustee of the Mount Edgcumbe Cornish Bee Group, and Secretary of the South
West Beekeepers’ Forum. She leads a queen rearing programme using Dark
European bees (Apis meliifera mellifera).
Kathy was the second speaker against the motion and she argued the case for
producing local queens and rearing local bees. By importing queen bees, she told
us, we are not encouraging sustainability amongst our own stocks. We should be
advocating the keeping of local bees to beginner beekeepers. What do we want to
achieve in the long term regarding bee stocks in the county? Genetics are important
and will produce traits in bees that suit the climate. There is no quick fix and it will
take a gradual improvement of stocks year on year.
When bees are purchased via the internet it is convenient: they are ordered and
arrive the next day or so. But buying online is just a commercial transaction between
strangers - a local set up where Branch members rear and share their best queens
with others is more personal. We should be encouraging hobbyist beekeepers to
raise and share local queens, and perhaps share overwintered bees to ensure there
are enough stocks for early queens in the new season.

108

The others at the meeting (ie sitting mutely staring at their screens) were asked
to attract the attention of the Chair if they wanted to ask a question or make a
point. Then each one was asked to vote on the motion: T&K Beekeepers support
the importation of honey bee queens. Bearing in mind that a couple of people had
had to leave early, the final numbers were: Two people voted For (but interestingly,
both of them were in favour of strict regulation governing the importation of queens),
ten people voted Against, and six people Abstained, some of them citing the reason
that they were very new to beekeeping and didn’t feel they had enough knowledge
or experience at this time. Many of those present felt strongly that although the
importation of honey bees is not prohibited by law, there should be Government
regulations covering the importation of commercially produced and posted bees, to
ensure they are of good-tempered stock and that they have accompanying health
certificates.
Some people expressed the opinion that there should be fixed standards for
people to abide by to improve local bee strains, but it was agreed we do not want
to introduce levels of bureaucracy, which might discourage local beekeepers from
sharing local stocks.
The Chair brought the meeting to a close by saying that we do have some very
good beekeepers rearing queens within our association and she proposed that we
move forward by planning a queen rearing meeting and forming a group to discuss
how we can work together to improve the quality and quantity of local queens.
That’s another Zoom meeting to organise then. Anyone want to volunteer to do
that? The program is easy to use and its use enables members to “get together” to
discuss and solve problems in these strange times. The set up lends itself to many
forums, for example, the meeting up of Beginners groups to share experiences and
ask questions. And you don’t have to restrict the refreshments to tea and biscuits!
If you would like to read the full arguments, both for and against, put forward by
the speakers on the night, these are available on the Totnes & Kingsbridge Branch
website www. totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com.

For Sale
6-frame nuclei with this year's and last year's queens. £170.00. Full colonies
£250.00. Locally reared queens, good gentle productive bees reared with love.
Delivery possible. For more information, please contact Imogen at Artemis Bees
07910 235891 or imohall@yahoo.co.uk.
Honey for sale The Newton Abbot Branch have honey for sale at £4 per lb in 30lb
tubs (approx weight). If you are interested please contact Ruth Mountford by e-mail
at rmountford@fordergardens.co.uk
Pure Torbay Honey 30lb (approx) buckets. £100 per bucket plus £5.00 bucket
deposit. Telephone 01803 851552 evenings
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Bee Sting Anaphylaxis
Viv Thorn

As beekeepers, it is perhaps inevitable that we will at some point be stung, which
is a painful occupational hazard. But do you know when this can be serious and
require emergency help? In the UK, there are two to nine deaths each year from
bee or wasp stings causing severe allergic reactions. Fatalities from wasp stings are
twice as common as those from bee stings, but while wasp stings are rather random
occurrences, bee stings are far more common in beekeepers.
As you will all know, bee stings usually cause a mild but painful reaction, which
results in a red centre with a white inflamed surrounding area of skin, about one
centimetre in diameter. This may then go on to cause a localised red swelling of up
to 10 cm in diameter and can take several days to subside. A large local reaction
(LLR), can also cause abdominal pain, abnormally high-pitched and rapid breathing,
and anxiety.
There is an increasing risk after once experiencing a LLR, that the next sting
may cause a full anaphylactic reaction. In anaphylaxis, it is common for the severe
allergic reaction to occur in seconds or minutes after the sting, but rarely it has been
known to occur up to 24 hours after the injury. People who suffer anaphylaxis will
usually have a normal reaction to their first sting, but can then have a severe lifethreatening reaction to subsequent stings. There is no way to predict who will go on

Quality supplies

Neopoll - 1kg pack: £3.95
18kg box: £66.00

Neopoll C - 1kg pack - £4.40
18kg box - £79.95

(fondant with pollen)

(double pollen)

ApiInvert 14kg pail: £29.50

We can also supply individuals, groups and associations with very
good rates on bulk and wholesale purchases and pallet deliveries.

(inverted sugar syrup)

Insulated Metal
Roof £28
(2kg in weight)

Hives • Extractors • Motor Conversions • Filtration • Tools/Sundries • Fondant • Poly Insulated Roofs • Bulk Orders
plus all other beekeeping needs

www.parkbeekeeping.com

02086 949960

info@parkbeekeeping.com

London

Est. 1985
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to suffer an anaphylactic reaction.
Branch apiaries should have a first aid kit for dealing with a mild sting reaction.
This should include anti-inflammatory gel or hydrocortisone cream 1% and antihistamine tablets which are all readily available over the counter. It would also be
prudent to ascertain which of their beekeepers or visitors have had severe allergic
reactions to bee stings and ensure they are aware of the risks of attending the apiary.
It would be good to have the risks on a poster in a prominent position at the
entrance to the apiary, and check that those who are at risk are carrying suitable
medication. It would not be unreasonable to ask someone who has suffered an
anaphylactic reaction to inform the Apiary Team and ensure they understand the risks
they are taking in visiting the apiary. They should also always carry two up-to-date
adrenaline auto-injectors.
So, what are the symptoms of a severe allergic reaction? Symptoms usually occur
quickly and can include:
- a spreading hives-like rash
- redness of the skin
- rapid breathing; sometimes wheezy or high-pitched
- rapid pulse or palpitations
- chest or throat tightness
- cough
- anxiety
- diarrhoea
- difficulty swallowing
- dizziness or fainting
Not all these symptoms need to be present at once, so stay with the patient and
observe them, even if the sting at first appears to be causing a mild reaction. Make
sure the sting is removed from the skin by flicking it out with a finger nail or the edge
of a credit card. If any of the above symptoms are present, dial 999 and state that the
person who has been stung may be having an anaphylactic reaction and you require
an emergency ambulance.
Apiaries are notorious for being tucked away in inaccessible or remote places, so
it will be important to know not only the postcode (seldom helpful) but also the GPS
location or What3Words code.
(For those of you not familiar with the What3Words app, it is a system which has
divided up the whole world into 3-metre squares and assigned a unique 3-word
address to it, which will never change. If you have a smart phone you can download
both a GPS coordinates app and the What3Words app for free. The emergency
services will be able to locate you very accurately if you quote the What3Words
three-word code for your location.)
Having removed the sting and called for the ambulance, calm and reassure the
person that help is on the way. If they are conscious and have an asthma inhaler,
get them to use the blue (reliever) inhaler. Ask them if they have an auto-inject
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adrenaline device. There are three different makes available in the UK: Epi-pen,
Anapan and Jext. They are all slightly different but instructions for use will be on the
container. Take the injector out of its package and hold in the fist, blue end to the sky,
orange end towards the thigh. Never put your fingers on the orange area as you may
inject yourself by mistake. (If this happens you also will need to go to hospital.) The
auto-inject device should be administered to the outer upper thigh (through clothing if
necessary) and held in position for ten seconds. Ascertain if the person has a second
device and be prepared to give a second dose in the other thigh if their symptoms
have not improved within 5-15 minutes.
If they are feeling faint, lie them flat and raise their feet about 30 cm (12 inches)
and cover them with a coat or blanket. If they become unconscious, lie them on their
side in the recovery position. Do not place a pillow under their head if they are having
trouble breathing as this may block the airway. Monitor their pulse and breathing and
be prepared to give CPR if either pulse or breathing stops. Free practical tutorials on
CPR are available to Branches by contacting the DBKA Chair, Viv Thorn.
Make sure you have enough people available to help you. Ideally, one person
should be telephoning, one monitoring the patient and one going to the apiary
entrance to ensure the gates are open and they can direct the ambulance on its
arrival.
It would be a good idea for all Branch Apiaries to practise what they would do
in this situation and for Branches to ensure you have the relevant information
prominently displayed in your apiary.

The widest range of
English language
bee books
The home of

Quarterly
The

Beekeepers

“the quality quarterly with quarterly quality”

www.northernbeebooks.co.uk
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Going With the Flow

Part 10: They're Coming Home
Andy Bullen
We’re lucky enough to own a small piece of land
next to our house - not in the Duke of Westminster
league, but big enough for one or two apple, pear
and cherry trees, plus raspberries, strawberries,
a couple of veg patches, a large shed and a
greenhouse. The shed was built by the monks
who lived in the Monastery on the top of the hill;
its walls are two feet thick and the floor is a lovely
cobbled stone.
By early January 2020, I’ve built a small decked
area next to the shed, with enough room to house
three hives. The site is far enough away from
neighbours not to pose a concern, and faces
roughly south. I store all my equipment in the
shed. I plan to bring the hive home soon.
Every weekend throughout January and
February I check the weather forecast; every
Flowhive with Added Brood Box
weekend the weather is terrible. Then I begin to
get a bit desperate, as it looks increasingly like the coronavirus will have us confined
to barracks. I check the weather forecast for the week beginning 23rd March and it’s
good. I will bring the bees home on Tuesday, 24th March.
On Monday, 23rd March, the Prime Minister announces Full Lockdown. Is the
journey to collect the bees necessary? My answer is Yes. In the long run it will save
me almost weekly journeys to visit the Apiary. If they are at home, I won’t need to go
out at all.
We go to the Apiary after work. We use my wife’s car as it’s large enough to fit the
hive in the back. I block the entrance to the hive, remove the roof and plug the hole
in the crown board. This is not what the bees want, and they begin to congregate at
the blocked entrance. Plan B: open the entrance and wait for them to go inside. I
strap the whole thing with a ratchet strap to stop it coming apart en route. I carry the
hive to the car and tie it in. I will hold the straps just to be on the safe side.
We start the journey back in twilight, driving slowly down the Cockington Road
to the seafront before heading to Paignton. Driving at around 15 mph, inevitably
we cause a small tailback. We pull over at Preston to let the cars pass. The good
citizens of Torbay are clearly incredibly supportive of the move to bring the bees
home, as they hoot their horns and look like they’re waving as they pass!
We get home and I place the hive on the decking. The move is borderline 3 miles.
I put a towel over the entrance after unblocking it, in the hope the bees will reorientate. I check the next day and they seem fine.
Next month The first inspection of the year
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Build Your Own BeeVac
Mike Ticehurst

Note: This article first appeared
in Beekeeping magazine in
November 2016.
A few years ago I was asked to
build a vacuum swarm collecting
box for one of the Branch
members. The box has proved
very successful and has collected
many swarms from otherwise
inaccessible places.
This version uses a domestic
vacuum cleaner that is attached by
a flexible pipe to the vacuum box,
which in turn has a flexible tube to
actually suck up the bees. I have
heard of just a vacuum cleaner
being used to collect bees, without
Prototype Bee Vacuum box showing the 'suitcase' clips.
This box has a carrying handle as an added feature.
the use of a collecting box with
disastrous results on the bees!.
Never do this.
Vacuum cleaners vary in sucking power and so I have incorporated a vacuum
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adjustment valve. This sounds very grand but it is just
a nylon honey gate which can be opened or closed to
adjust the amount of air flow.
In use, the honey gate is left in the wide open
position and the vacuum cleaner and sucking tube
are all connected.
Switch on the vacuum and start sucking up the
bees. You will
be able to see
them by looking
through the
perspex window
in the lid. Adjust
the nylon honey gate accordingly and collect the
whole of the colony.
Disconnect the sucking pipe and stop up the
hole. Remove the vacuum cleaner and also the
BeeVac base so that there is ventilation for the
bees.
The unit is still bee-tight and the colony can
now be transported safely for rehousing.It is important to have a good fit between the
box, the lid and the base, which is why I use draught excluder to make the seal.
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Checking on A Fellow Beekeeper's Hives
Kevin Gillard

In August last year I received an email from a fellow beekeeper who was away
enjoying several weeks' holiday touring foreign lands. With the swarming season
behind us, he had anticipated no problems regarding his bees swarming; his only
worry was that they would run out of room to store all the honey coming in whilst he
was away. Accordingly, he had taken the precaution of stacking several boxes on
his hives, giving the impression of chimneys from old tin mine workings that are so
prevalent in this corner of the land.
However, no matter how well
you lay your plans, life can
always throw in a cruel twist. He
had received word one that of
his hives had blown over. His
email to me was a distress call:
could anyone reinstate the hive
from the horizontal to the vertical
once more? It would be another
two days before I could attempt a
rescue.
So it was, about 9.30 am on a
Sunday morning, that I arrived
at the apiary. It's always a little
The scene that greeted me
daunting looking after another
keeper's bees. We tend to get set in our ways and develop our own individual way
of managing our hives. Furthermore, forget to put the queen excluder back on your
own hive and you only have yourself to blame, but forget to put it back on another's
hive and you're quickly stricken from the Christmas card list. This day though,
with the hive in a recumbent state, I knew gratitude and thanks would be mine for
whatever assistance I could render.
The scene was not a pretty one. I had
been led to understand that the hive had
fallen sometime the preceding week. On
inspection, it was obvious it had toppled
almost as soon as the owner had set off
on his travels. From the amount of comb
the bees had built and used to fill in the
gap where the frames were dislodged and
fallen away from the side that was now
uppermost, it had clearly lain there on
its side for some weeks. I had not come
prepared for this, thinking it was going to
The brood is in the two deep boxes below the
be a simple case of picking up the pieces queen excluder (arrowed). This beekeeper uses
just one size of box for brood and supering.
and standing them upright once more.
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The frames had dislodged leaving a space

Putting it back together for now

The immediate job was to get the brood box upright and back on its floor. This
was a simple task and quickly accomplished. With that done, a brief inspection to
establish the condition of the colony was in order. It was impossible to see what was
going on in amongst all the wild comb stuck between what was now, once again,
the front of the hive and the first frame. On the off-chance that brood was present I
took the decision to leave it in place until I could gather the appropriate equipment
together.
To accommodate the wild comb, I needed to remove a frame. Fortunately the end
frame (the one that had been at the bottom of the pile as the brood box had lain on
the ground) was of undrawn foundation and could be removed with no immediate
detrimental effect. A brief inspection of the rest of the frames revealed a surprisingly
healthy colony with a queen that looked to be unharmed by the experience, and
some capped brood. I did not see any eggs but that's not unusual in August. The
colony was, however, being savagely robbed by wasps.
With the brood box restored, I
rebuilt the stack of supers, evicting
many slugs and even a slowworm
that had taken up residence in
them. By now it was late morning
and the wasps were gathering in
force once more. With the aid of
some foam strips I reduced the
entrance of all the hives in the
apiary leaving an easily defendable
gap of about an inch.
I believe the bees recovered from
their ordeal and with a little care
and attention survived the coming
winter. Hopefully, this will be a
A peaceful scene once more
prosperous colony this year.
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This is the sort of comb that always makes a beekeeper think, “What is going on
here?”.
The beekeeper seems to have done some good things but what about that queen
cell? A nice new comb placed towards the outside of the brood nest and a pin on the
top bar to identify the cell location. Bees have drawn the foundation nicely. But the
existing queen just managed to lay a few eggs in the centre of the comb.
Because it’s a lone cell in the centre of the comb it looks like classic supersedure;
therefore leave it there. It looks well developed so a nice new queen should be
laying well in a month, maybe with her mother still present, even though the colony is
not satisfied with her - but the older lady will eventually disappear.
It would be nicer if the cell was nearer the centre of the brood nest; warmer and
with more nurse bees around. A good check there is needed to see if there are any
more queen cells present. Swarm cells will be more numerous and on comb edges.
If present, a control measure will be necessary but not if just a few more supersedure
cells are seen.
Care is needed with this important, fragile cell when replacing the comb or moving
other frames. Supersedure cells tend to produce very good queens so try to keep
extras until they are well sealed and then cut them out and place individually in a
mating nuc or three.
They are valuable to sell, give away or just to replace older ones.
Pollinator

Read This Comb
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Covid-19 Crisis Severely Affecting Bee Research
As their contribution to World Bee Day on 20th May, members of
the international COLOSS association presented preliminary results
of a survey to evaluate the effects of the Covid-19 crisis on vital
research into bees. The crisis affects all countries, but measures
adopted by dfferent governments vary considerably in their effects
on beekeeping and bee research.
The survey ran between 1st and 17th May, and responses were received from
230 participants in 56 countries worldwide. Nearly 24% of the responses were
from the USA, with more than 3% each coming from the UK, Spain, Canada,
France, Germany, Nigeria and Switzerland. The majority of the respondents were
researchers in universities. The majority work on honey bees, but others work on
other bee species, and pests of bees such as varroa, the small hive beetle and the
Asian hornet. Many researchers work on several aspects of bee science, with pests
and diseases being the most often cited, followed by biology, ecology, behaviour,
conservation and biodiversity, and pollination.
Many respondents felt that the crisis had severely affected their daily operations,
staff recruitment, and laboratory and field work, but far fewer felt that it had affected
desk work. Many felt that it severely affected co-ordination and team work, teaching
and training, and meetings and conferences. Many felt that it severely affected the
collection and shipment of samples, and the supply and delivery of equipment and
consumables. The crisis is also affecting supervision of students at various levels,
and interactions with funding bodies.
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13% of respondents felt that their research outputs in 2020 would be affected due
to delays in data collection, travel limitations, closure of laboratories, and curtailment
of bee breeding programmes. In some cases, researchers feared the loss of an
entire season’s work with some experiments being abandoned altogether. 14% felt
that the effects of the crisis would continue in 2021, leading to reduced extension
and technical assistance to guide beekeepers. Concerns were also raised that the
inevitable economic turmoil from Covid-19 will cause job losses, fewer meetings and
conferences, reduced productivity and fewer publications.
It is hoped that the full results of the survey will be published in a peer-reviewed
journal in the future.
Co-ordinator of the study, Dr Raffaele Dall’Olio of BeeSources says Nowadays
the research community interacts globally, but at the same time the study of living
organisms in their environment rely on local conditions. Providing insights at different
levels will enable us to assess current issues and forecast problems that will need to
be addressed in the near future.

Letter to the Editor
Plantlife started their Road Verges campaign in 2013 in response to protests from
the public horrified by wild flowers being mown down. They are looking to create
a verge network across the UK to build enthusiasm for wildflower-friendly verge
management. There are nearly 500,000 kilometres of rural road verge in the UK.
This is equal to half of our remaining flower-rich grasslands and meadows: their
potential is enormous.
Over 700 species of wildflower grow on the UK’s road verges – nearly 45% of
our total flora. And where wildflowers lead, wildlife follows: a multitude of bees,
butterflies, birds and bugs. All enjoyed by 23 million road commuters.
However, our road verges are under considerable pressure. Priorities for safety
and access, alongside budget constraints, an obsessive desire for ‘neatness’ and
difficulties with the collection of litter and grass clippings, all mean that enhancing
their wildlife value is often low on the list.
A petition has been started asking Devon County Council to introduce a Devonwide policy for all grass verges, banks and hedges across Devon to be managed to
encourage wildflowers, wildlife and plants to thrive. Devon County Council is being
asked to issue strong environmental guidance for all towns, parishes and landowners
to stop the constant mowing, strimming, flailing and pesticide spraying carried out
all over the County in the name of ‘tidiness'. This will help to ensure that all Devon
hedges, banks and verges are treated as wildlife and wild plant havens and cared for
as a precious environmental resource.
You can sign this petition by going to the 38 Degrees homepage and searching for
Wildflower verges and hedges for Devon, or you can find the link to this petition on
www.totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com
Plantlife are keen to hear about local projects, so get in touch with your news – you
can email them at enquiries@plantlife.org.uk
Ken Beagley, Totnes & Kingsbridge Branch
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The Peterkin Papers
Jeremy Barnes

The Peterkin Papers written by Lucretia Hale are now accepted as classical
children’s literature here in the US. They describe the escapades of a lovable but
comically inept, citified clan that possessed ingenuity, resourcefulness and energy
without much common sense. They were invariably rescued from their self-imposed
dilemmas by 'the lady from Philadelphia', as indeed happens in the first instalment,
published in 1867 under the title The Lady Who Put Salt in Her Coffee and which can
be summarised thus:
One morning, as Mrs Peterkin was adding cream to her morning cup of coffee, she
realised she had added salt instead of sugar. The taste was awful so the family was
summoned, each of whom tasted, looked, wondered … and sat down to think.
Eventually the eldest son, Agamemnon, who had been to college, suggested that
they seek the advice of the chemist, who, after some persuasion, agreed to come to
the house.
First, he looked at the coffee, and then stirred it. Then he put in a little chlorate of
potassium, and the family tried it all round; but it tasted no better. Then he stirred in
a little bichlorate of magnesia. But Mrs Peterkin didn't like that. Then he added some
tartaric acid and some hypersulphate of lime. But no; it was no better. "I have it!"
exclaimed the chemist, "A little ammonia is just the thing!" No, it wasn't the thing at
all.
Then he tried, each in turn, some
oxalic, cyanic, acetic, phosphoric, chloric,
www.thebeeshop.co.uk hyperchloric, sulphuric, boracic, silicic,
nitric, formic, nitrous nitric, and carbonic
acids. Mrs Peterkin tasted each, and said
Quality Beekeeper
the flavour was pleasant, but not precisely
that of coffee. And so he continues Clothing
calcium, aluminium, a little clear bitumen
At Affordable Prices
and many more - each of which changed
the colour; but, according to Mrs. Peterkin,
“tasted of anything but coffee”. (Lucretia
Hale must have had a lot of fun writing this!)
Full Suits,
After further sitting and waiting, the eldest
Smocks, Bee Vests &
daughter, Elizabeth Eliza, suggested they
consult with the herb woman, who also
Veils
agreed to come to the house where she
Full Adult Beekeeper Suit
set a pot on the fire and began to stir in the
different herbs.
from £55 (free postage)
First she put in a little hop for the bitter.
Mrs
Peterkin said it tasted like hop-tea,
Email:
and not at all like coffee. Then she tried a
michaeljohnduckett@gmail.com
little flag-root and snakeroot, then some
spruce gum, and some caraway and
some dill, some rue and rosemary, some
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sweet marjoram and sour, some oppermint and sappermint, a little spearmint and
peppermint, some wild thyme, and some of the other tame time, some tansy and
basil, and catnip and valerian, and sassafras, ginger, and pennyroyal. The more the
old woman stirred, and the more she put in, the worse it all seemed to taste.
So, the old woman shook her head, and muttered a few words, and said she must
go. She believed the coffee was bewitched.
It was growing late in the day when Elizabeth Eliza said, "They say that the lady
from Philadelphia, who is staying in town, is very wise. Suppose I go and ask her
what is best to be done?”
After listening very attentively, the lady from Philadelphia asked, “Why doesn't your
mother make a fresh cup of coffee?”
In terms of how we manage honey bees, we have strayed far from the original
cup of coffee, adding numerous modifications most of which are designed for the
benefit of the beekeeper and few, if any, of which make the bees any ‘sweeter’. An
example might be the screened bottom board which was first introduced in 1853 as a
solution for wax moths, but quickly fell out of favour. It was re-introduced as the first
non-chemical response to varroa, with the idea that the mites would fall off the bees
as they entered the hive, drop through the screen and not be able to climb back into
the heart of the colony. It was estimated to account for about one-third of the mites
entering a hive.
We know now, primarily as a result of the work of Dr Samuel Ramsay, that mites
do not ride on the back of honey bees; indeed if one does see a mite on the thorax
of a bee, it suggests that the spaces
between the ventral plates are already
For Sale
filled with mites feeding on the fatty lipid
tissues. Normally eight mites can be thus
6 Frame Nuclei
accommodated, so one that is visible is
Overwintered nuclei in strong
probably the ninth entering the hive on that
particular worker or forager.
non returnable corrugated travelling
nuc boxes
The sliding tray below a screened bottom
BS National brood frames
board may have value as a diagnostic
Easy to handle dark British bees
tool, but at what expense? I have yet to
2019 Queen marked green
find a feral hive with the equivalent of an
Available
for collection from end of
open bottom board to the nest, and have
March weather permitting - £160.00
to ask how the temperature and humidity
of a hive are impacted when, unlike say a
Hive of bees £260.00
tree, the bottom of the nest is not airtight.
Contact:
I, for one, have gone back to a slatted rack
Michael Symons
which sits on a heavy, well insulated, fully
Marston Lodge
enclosed, base.
Taddyforde Estate
There are many other examples of such
New North Road
modifications - the size of the entrance
Exeter, EX4 4AT
and where it is positioned in the nest, the
volume of the nest cavity, the insulation
Tel: 01392 412249 / 07795 466130
value of the brood boxes, the nature of the
Email: mesymons@yahoo.co.uk
foundation, the spacing between our hives,
the role of drones, the more subtle effects
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of feeding sugar to bees, the use of chemicals in a hive …
When we start beekeeping, just as when we first come into this world, we accept
the current situation as ’normal’, as a baseline on which to build. Our Introduction
to Beekeeping classes teach conventional wisdom - called anchoring, in that it
establishes a firm foundation on which to build - and our mentors mostly reinforce it.
It takes courage or desperation to question the credibility and function of the habitual
and the conventional, to challenge the very foundation of what we perceive as our
knowledge, but is more likely to be our assumptions. This, for me, is what Tom
Seeley is suggesting with his Darwinian Beekeeping concept. We need to examine
the structure and dimensions of a nest in a tree that feral bees have chosen for
themselves, and ask which of the many alterations evident in our current hives have
proven to be of benefit to the honey bee.
Nor is Dr Seeley the only one thinking this way. Tim Rowe in County Cork, Ireland,
and Torben Schiffer in Germany are just two of many others.
This concept is not unique to honey bees. There is an intriguing development
called Regenerative Agriculture, which was inspired by the study of pre-industrial
agricultural methods. Instead of treating soil as inert matter into which to pour a
variety of herbicides, fungicides and chemical fertilisers, regenerative agriculture
requires that we rebuild soil organic matter and restore soil biodiversity, with the
associated improvements in water quality and carbon retention. Early results by
a handful of practitioners are spectacular and, not coincidentally, both honey and
native bees are seen as an integral part of the process.
So yes, Mrs Peterkin. The solution lies neither with the chemist nor the herbalist,
but with a little common sense and a fresh cup of coffee.

Diary Dates
Members may attend meetings of any Branch but it’s advisable to telephone the Branch
Secretary first. Contact details are:
East Devon

eastdevonbk.co.uk

01404 841629

Exeter

exeterbeekeepers.org.uk

01392 832956

Holsworthy

holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk

01237 440165

Newton Abbot

nabk.org.uk

rmountford@fordergardens.co.uk

North Devon

northdevonbees.org

07791 679283

Okehampton

okehamptonbee.co.uk

01363 82361

Plymouth

plymouthbeekeepers.btck.co.uk

01752 338279

Tavistock

events.tavistockbeekeepers@gmail.com

07709 977646

Tiverton

tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk

01363 860252

Torbay

tbbk.co.uk

01803 844804

Totnes & Kingsbridge

totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com

01803 866028

Due to the ongoing situation with coronavirus, there are no scheduled
Branch Events for June and July. It is strongly recommended to check with
Branch Secretaries before travelling to any event.
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Devon Beekeepers’
Virtual Show
Show Secretary: Liz Westcott
All entries are by photograph and to be
submitted by email to: lizwestcott@me.com
(Please put the Class number in the
email subject box and remember to say
which Branch you belong to)
Entries close 30 June, 2020
No entry fee, No prizes
Certificates for First, Second and Third Places
Certificate for the Branch
gaining the most points overall
Results will be published in the August edition of
Beekeeping magazine and on the DBKA website
All photographs will be posted on the Devon Beekeepers’ website
and the winners’ photographs will be published in Beekeeping

See page 103 for full details
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