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WINTER AT NBS
3 REASONS TO BE EXCITED
FOR THE COLDER MONTHS!
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CHRISTMAS CARDS

We are delighted to announce the
design for our 2020 CHRISTMAS CARD!
For the second year running, we are also donating 10% from every pack sold
to Bees Abroad. Bees Abroad is a UK charity promoting locally appropriate
methods to generate income, strengthen livelihoods and relieve poverty
through beekeeping in the most deprived rural communities worldwide.
PACK OF 10 ONLY £3.50 (59 09 85)
For more information and to purchase, please visit beekeeping.co.uk/2020cards

GOLD FRIDAY
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SIGN UP TO OUR NEWSLETTER to be the ﬁrst to hear about this years
offers and grab a BARGAIN before they go! beekeeping.co.uk/newsletter
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Following the overwhelming success of last year’s event, we
will once again be running our GOLD FRIDAY SALE and we have
some very special deals we’re excited to offer this year.
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PLACE YOUR DEPOSIT
for Overwintered Bees
We are now taking deposits for our 5 FRAME
NUCLEI OF DEVON BEES. These bees have been
bred from carefully selected queens following
the Buckfast standards, to be calm in nature and
reluctant to swarm.

The British Standard frames are suitable for
National or WBC hives and are available to pick up
from our OKEHAMPTON SHOP. Usually available
from mid-April depending on the weather &
government advice about COVID-19.

£50 DEPOSIT NOW - PAY BALANCE
OF £200 ON COLLECTION.

For more information and to place your deposit, please visit beekeeping.co.uk/live-bees

www.beekeeping.co.uk

0844 326 2010

info@beekeeping.co.uk

Visit our shop: Hameldown House, Hameldown Road, Exeter Road Industrial Estate, Okehampton, Devon, EX20 1UB
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Buzz Word

Viv Thorn, DBKA Chair
Greetings, Fellow Beekeepers. By the time you read this
the clocks will have gone back and you will hopefully have
finished feeding and treating your bees and have them all
tucked up for winter. Remember to heft your hives every
week or so and feed fondant if their food stocks are getting
low.
November is the season of Branch AGMs and we are
thinking about new committee members for the coming year
and also about the entertaining talks we can attend over the
winter months. However, this year with Covid-19 still raging
on, there will no socialising in the Branches and everything
will be done via Zoom sessions. It is very important that as many members as
possible log into their Branch's virtual AGM. Nothing can be done if the meeting is
not quorate, so please look out for the date and time of your Branch AGM and make
every effort to support it.
Similarly, Devon Beekeepers’ AGM is happening on Saturday 12th December via
Zoom and we would like to see many of you attend this event. As I mentioned last
month, Lynne Ingram will give a talk on Honey Adulteration after the AGM business
is concluded and this will be well worth hearing. We have vacancies on the Devon
Executive for our General Secretary and Vice-Chair and you will have received an
email from me about these posts. A fuller job description is available on the members’
page of the DBKA website. Nominations need to be sent to gen.sec.dbka@gmail.
com by 11th November, but do please give me a ring on 07799868317 for a chat if
you think you might be able to fill one of these posts.
The third post we require on the Executive is that of a Trainee IT Manager. Mike
Ticehurst has been in this post for many years and does an amazing job, not only for
the DBKA but also helping the BBKA in adminstering eR2, the database of all BBKA
members. He is conscious that we do need to train up someone to both manage the
website and the eR2 for Devon, so that we are prepared for the future.
Finally, we are hoping that Branches will record their Zoom winter talks. Details of
Branch talks can be found in the Diary Dates section of this magazine. If you want
to log into another Branch's talk, please contact the Branch Secretary first to ensure
they have enough space on Zoom for you. We will attempt to post Branches' talks on
the website, so keep an eye out for that over the coming months.
Keep well everyone. Do not let your guard down. Although we have relatively few
cases of Covid-19 in Devon, the threat is always there, so be vigilant and careful.
But also, keep thinking about your fellow beekeepers who may be isolating and drop
them a line or give them a call.
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DBKA Annual General Meeting Notice
DEVON BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION
Registered Charity No 270675
General Secretary - Barry Neal, Badgers Barn, Withacott, Langtree,
Torrington EX38 8NL, 01805-601715; 07789-435477; gen.sec.dbka@gmail.com

Annual General Meeting 2020
The Devon Beekeepers’ Association (DBKA) Annual General Meeting will be held
by Zoom Video-Conference at 10.00 am on Saturday 12th December 2020.
Proposals for agenda items and nominations for election to DBKA County Officer
posts (the DBKA Website has details) must be forwarded to the DBKA General
Secretary no later than Wednesday 11th November 2020.
The agenda and annual report will be available on the DBKA website and in
December’s Beekeeping Magazine, and the audited annual accounts will be
available on the DBKA website nearer the time.
Zoom Video-Conference joining instructions will be sent out nearer the time, and
members will not need a Zoom account to join the meeting.
Please note that a DBKA AGM requires a quorum of 30 DBKA members eligible to
vote: Registered, Partner and Honorary (who were either Registered or
Partner Members before becoming Honorary Members).

The Downing Bowl Award
Mike Ticehurst

This handsome silver bowl is presented each year
at the DBKA Annual General Meeting in March.
The award has been made since 1965 and is given
to the DBKA member who is considered to have
contributed most to the Association in the previous
year. Usually this is someone who has contributed at
County Association level as well as for their Branch.
The award does not have to be given to a committee
member. It is a rule that it is not awarded to the
same person more than once. It can be awarded to a
husband and wife team.
The decision as to who should receive the award is decided by a panel made up of
the last three years’ recipients. I was the recipient last year and it therefore falls to
me to canvass the general membership for suggestions for the 2020 award. Please
send nominations and detailed citations to me at miket@freedom-computers.co.uk.
All names are kept confidential.
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History
The Downing Bowl was introduced by the South Devon Beekeepers in memory
of Mr and Mrs S A L Downing who died in 1962. The South Devon Beekeepers
Association was a group of southern members which broke away from the DBKA in
1953 and returned in 1967. In the first few years after 1967, the Bowl was presented
to the member of the former SDBKA making the most worthwhile contribution to the
craft.
Previous Recipients
1965 C A Jeffrey

1984 Jack & Bar Trew

2002 David Milford

1966 George Gill

1985 Arthur Jones

2003 Denis Giles

1967 Eric Morrison

1986 Peggy & Peter Rosenfeld

2004 Mike Deane

1968 R S Weatherburn

1987 Kingsley Law

2005 Jane Ducker

1969 Mr & Mrs F Wyatt

1988 Gordon Hill

2006 Bob Ogden

1970 W H Tunkin

1989 Kay Thomas

2007 Beryl Smailes

1971 H J S Clark

1990 David Loo

2008 Mick Street

1972 R E G Green

1991 Cyril Gould

2009 Richard Ball

1973 E D Milledge

1992 Frank Alston

2010 Roger Lacey

1974 Miss J K Hicks

1993 Ron Brown

2011 Nigel Lawrance

1975 D M Hobbs

1994 Jim Stevenson

2012 Alicia & Bob Normand

1976 E M Morrison

1995 Reg Gove

2013 Richard Howes

1978 Mr & Mrs C A T Price

1996 Brian Gant

2014 Ruth Neal

1979 George Gill

1997 Henry Morris

2015 Stephen Ide

1980 Henry Luxton

1998 Len Davie

2016 Jim Mogridge

1981 B L Pritchard

1999 Chris Utting

2017 Colin Sherwood

1982 W E Paddison

2000 Jenny Buckle

2018 Barry Neal

1983 Basil Salter

2001 Glyn Davies

2019 Mike Ticehurst

Record Breaking
Graham Kingham

In 1983 a scientist named Spangler published a paper about one of the
beekeeper’s nemesis, the greater wax moth, Galleria mellonella. The main claim
to fame was its ability to hear ultrasonic frequencies up to 320,000 vibrations per
second (320 kHz); the highest frequency sensitivity of any animal.
The moth would respond at this frequency by folding its wings back and falling to
the ground in defence.
Fast forward to 2013 and the University of Strathclyde published their own data.
A possible evolutionary war is being played out between the bats, which
use ultrasonic calls to locate insect prey, (the highest known frequency of bat
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echolocation is 212 kHz) and the greater wax
moth, which uses a tympanic hearing organ on its
abdomen consisting of four receptor cells, to listen
for the approaching bat.
Why they have a much higher hearing level than
their predators is possibly due to evolutionary
pressure aeons ago, perhaps for another predator
with super echo-location.
The male moth also uses high frequency pulses of
sound in their courtship calls.
In comparison, young humans are able to hear up
to 20 kHz and honey bees can generate sound up to
1,000 Hz but can only hear up to 500 Hz.
Just remember, in the wild, the wax moth perform a service for the feral bees, by
clearing out old colony sites in trees, in preparation for a new swarm in the future.
For the scientists amongst you, the researchers used two different experimental
methods: laser Doppler vibrometry to record the tympanal membrane mechanics,
and electrophysiology to record the neural response of the auditory nerve. Both
experiments were done separately or simultaneously to record the mechanical
response of the membrane and the neural response of the ear. Neither method
involved any contact with the moth’s abdomen.
Source: Extremely high frequency sensitivity in a ‘simple’ ear, Hannah M Moir,
Joseph C Jackson and James F C Windmill, https://doi.org/10.1098/rsbl.2013.0241
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Books to be Treasured
Lilah Killock

When I started out keeping bees, I was informed that
there were more books written about bees than any other
animal, except Man. I can well believe it. No matter how
many books on bees and beekeeping I have acquired over
the years (and I have shelves and shelves of them) there
are many I have never read (or in some cases, not even
heard of). I think that because so many beekeeping books
are out there, it is easy for some of the treasures from the
past to get overlooked.
As everyone in Devon must surely know, it is four
hundred years ago this Autumn that the Mayflower set sail
from Plymouth to cross the Atlantic. It’s known for certain
that there were two dogs on board, but there were, no
doubt, lots of other animals on the ship, and possibly even bees. (The earliest actual
recording of bees being taken over to America was two years later in 1622.)
Thinking about this, it occurred to me to ask some of our most experienced
beekeepers throughout the county (and beyond) the question: If you were a Pilgrim
setting out now on such a journey, which beekeeping books would you take with you?
(I allowed them a maximum of five books. Some tried to sneak it an extra one or
two.)

Quality supplies

Neopoll - 1kg pack: £3.95
18kg box: £66.00

Neopoll C - 1kg pack - £4.40
18kg box - £79.95

(fondant with pollen)

(double pollen)

ApiInvert 14kg pail: £29.50

We can also supply individuals, groups and associations with very
good rates on bulk and wholesale purchases and pallet deliveries.

(inverted sugar syrup)

Insulated Metal
Roof £28
(2kg in weight)

Hives • Extractors • Motor Conversions • Filtration • Tools/Sundries • Fondant • Poly Insulated Roofs • Bulk Orders
plus all other beekeeping needs

www.parkbeekeeping.com

02086 949960

info@parkbeekeeping.com

London

Est. 1985
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Jeremy Burbidge of Northern Bee Books was the first to come back to me. In no
order of preference, he chose:
Harold Lund, A Man and his Bees, which he described as a delightful account of a
Yorkshire man's introduction to beekeeping
E B Wedmore, A Manual of bee-keeping for English-speaking beekeepers. While
the basis of this volume was written 90 years ago, it has been reprinted and updated
several times (most recently by NBB). There is much of interest in its nearly 400
pages. It is a book to dip into rather than read from front to
back
R O B Manley, Honey Farming. Another oldie. Written over
70 years ago yet there is much of value. The language is that
of a poet of the countryside based on a lifetime of experience
with bees. Another NBB reprint!
Ted Hooper, Guide to Bees and Honey. The beekeepers'
bible. While this is not as well illustrated as more recent basic
texts, it is full of reading (just what you want if you are going
away - to America or wherever). There are no beekeeping
problems that cannot be solved by looking into the pages of
Hooper.
And, Jeremy says, if you are going to America, there must be an American book
(and it is available from NBB) by Richard Taylor: The Joys of Beekeeping.
Richard was a Philosophy professor who describes this volume as written for all
who love nature. It can be read again and again, and each time with increased
pleasure. Just the book for a long voyage!
John Badley from East Devon Branch offered his selection which he thought would
enable a fairly high standard for today’s beekeepers and beyond.
The Bee Manual, Haynes - to use as a teaching aid as it has such good pictures.
Anatomy and Dissection of the Honeybee, Dade - all good practical stuff.
The World History of Beekeeping and Honey Hunting, Eva Crane - contains
masses of information.
Beekeeping Study Notes by John and Dawn Yates - green books covering Modules
1-4 (although there is no longer a Module 4) and orange
books covering Modules 5-8. The Yateses are always
self-opinionated and a bit controversial but that just
provokes discussion!
Clare Densley, Beekeeper at Buckfast Apiary, offered
her choices, explaining that:
For me it would be Dorothy Hodges, The Pollen Loads
of the Honey Bee because the colour charts are exquisite.
One of my breakthrough books was Tom Seeley’s
Honeybee Ecology, which preceded the other popular
volumes such as Honeybee Democracy. Winston’s The
Biology of the Honey Bee is as sound as a pound, and he
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writes beautifully.
The book which I had out of the library permanently when I first started beekeeping
was Ron Brown’s Beekeeping, A Seasonal Guide, but the book which I bought at
a convention in the early days which first wowed me was Bee Sex Essentials by
Lawrence John Connor.
Rod Saffery from Totnes and Kingsbridge Branch chose:
Honey by the Ton by Oliver Field - a practical, easy to read
book written by a man who earns a living from beekeeping.
The Dancing Bees, Karl von Frisch. Fascinating reading by the
man who discovered that bees talk to each other.
Beekeeping Study Notes for BBKA Intermediate Certificate and
others in this series, all by John and Dawn Yates, where you can
find the answer to most problems.
Another book where you can find answers to most beekeeping
problems is Ron Brown's Honey Bees, A Guide to Management.
Lastly, but not least, L E Snelgrove's Swarming, Its Control and
Prevention, which gives insight into why this happens and how to prevent it.
Jeremy Barnes, our regular correspondent from the USA, pointed out that his list
didn't include any golden oldies. It comprised:
Thomas Seeley, Honeybee Ecology
Jurgen Tautz, The Buzz About Bees: Biology of a Superorganism
Mark Winston, Bee Time
Moritz & Crewe, The Dark Side of The Hive
Peter Miller, The Smart Swarm
Why did Jeremy opt for these five? He says that each one reveals so much on a
second reading that I did not comprehend on the first go round. Each is a gift that
keeps on giving, and I look forward to reading them for a third time. Who knows what
treasures await in each?
Glyn Davies from Torbay Branch commented that he found this task quite a
challenge. He opted for the following books as the ones he refers to most and learns
a lot from:
Mark Winston, The Biology of the Honey Bee - easy to read, lots of detail; the
author is clearly a very well informed, expert,
professional bee scientist.
Dadant, The Hive and the Honey Bee - twentyseven chapters, each on a specific honey
bee topic and each one written by a leading
world expert in that area: many famous, mostly
American, but some Brits and Europeans.
Expensive and quickly out of date. My edition
1992. OK if supported by recently published
science.

208

National Bee Unit, APHA UK. Brilliant,
accurate, informative, well-illustrated
leaflets over the range of bee pests and
diseases. Frequently in new editions and
free.
Clive De Bruyn, Practical Beekeeping
- in my view the best book for beginners,
written by an excellent teacher, and a
genuine bee expert of longstanding.
From North Devon, Chris Utting sent me
this list of his favourite bee books:
Beekeeping Study Notes - BBKA Basic Certificate by Yates & Yates 1999 - it’s all
there for a quick reference: temperatures, times, weights, formulae, dates, recipes,
etc.
A Manual of Beekeeping by Wedmore 1932 - some of it such as chemicals used
are out of date but there is a lot of practical advice that is still relevant.
Biology of the Honey Bee by Winston 1987 - an excellent introduction to the biology
and social behaviour of the honey bee.
Practical Beekeeping by de Bruyn 1997 - a really good
guide to bee management. The lists, bullet points and
diagrams make it simple to follow.
The Feminine Monarchie by Butler 1623 (reprinted
with notes, annotation, etc, by John Owen in 2017) - this
book is to remind me of my roots. The original words and
grammar by the Father of English Bee-keeping are not
easy to comprehend but in the 2017 edition the text has
been modernised, making it very readable. Although it was
written 300 years ago in the reign of Queen Elizabeth it
contains a lot of good advice.
Ken Basterfield's choices (I kept trying to get him to reduce it to 5!) were:
Colin Butler World of the Honeybee, New Naturalist series - the second edition is
best: it reads like a novel, a love story, in fact, and the object of his love is the honey
bee.
Dade's Anatomy and Dissection and, with it, I would want my microscopes and
also Hayne's Manual so that I could practise putting the bees back together after
dissection.
Winston's Biology, so readable and it explains honey bee behaviour in terms of the
bees' developing biology.
Healthy Hive Guide - a 'must have' for the hive side reference.
The Hive and the Honeybee - so varied and informative and regularly updated
Ribbands' The Behaviour and Social Life of Honeybees - a masterly study of honey
bee behaviour even before we knew about pheromone drivers.
Thank you to all my contributors. Hopefully, that has given you some ideas for
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Christmas presents for the beekeepers in your
family (or perhaps what to do with those book
tokens?).
I couldn't end this without telling you about my
favourites. Presuming a novice like me would
be allowed on the ship, I would pack just two
books: A Colour Guide to Pollen Loads of the
Honey Bee by William D J Kirk (although I might
have to buy a new copy first. Mine has lots of
pages coming loose and is covered with propolis)
and Our Green Cathedral, Reflections on Honey
Bees, the Environment and the Human Condition
by Jeremy Barnes. It's a compilation of his many
contributions to various beekeeping journals,
including Beekeeping.

Read this Board
These days it’s important to accurately read the monitoring board that we place,
when necessary, under the mesh floor of a hive of bees. Originally the object was
to estimate the density of varroa mites within the colony to assist in assessing the
urgency of treatment. The principle is that by leaving the board in place for a known
number of days (D) and counting the number of mites on the board which have fallen
through the mesh after a natural death (N) then calculating N/D we have (M) the
daily mortality. This is obviously related to the total mite population in the colony.

FOR ALL YOUR BEEKEEPING NEEDS

ADAMS

homehardware
At 164 Fore Street, Exeter

Top quality equipment
Hives, frames, foundations and tools.

Main agents for E.H.THORNE
MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE

For personal service ring 01392 272877 : Email adamsofcrediton@btinternet.com
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After some clever work by Professor Steve Martin of Salford University and some
statisticians at the National Bee Unit, a table was published on the NBU website
relating this calculation to the time of year and the need (or not) for immediate
treatment. Unfortunately, after a few years the accuracy of this estimate was brought
into question as it was realised that several other factors determine the mortality
rate and mite population size. However, the simple calculation can still be useful
information for the beekeeper when combined with other observations.
Meanwhile, we beekeepers discovered that close examination of the board debris
can provide plenty of other useful information about the well-being of the colony. So
please read the information on this Correx monitoring board dated early May 2019.
Don’t bother about M=N/D. Here, and in real life, a magnifying glass is useful.
Turn the page upside down to read my analysis.

Pollinator

For the time of year this is a large mite drop if after only seven days. Some
sort of non-toxic, anti-varroa action is needed. The colony is expanding well. It
is uncapping stores and dropping chewed off wax cappings, especially round the
outside of the brood nest. The bees are also very busy building wax comb. Small,
almost transparent accidentally dropped wax scales can be seen. The bees are
attempting to control the mite infestation. They are uncapping infected sealed brood
and pulling out the pupae. In doing this they frequently tear off the antennae of the
developing bee. Small, white to brownish segmented shapes can be seen. The bees
doing this seem to be developing anti-varroa hygienic behaviour, which could be
significant for a bee breeding programme. There is an indication of freshly gathered
pollen in dropped pellets. The colony is usefully busy at this time of year but does
need help.
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The Hollyhock
Graham Kingham

The majestic hollyhock features in many English gardens; its stately blooms can
reach over 2 metres in height and come in many different colours. The plant was
brought from southwest China in the 15th century where it relied on local animals
and insects to pollinate it. However, in England, these creatures are absent so what
are the problems preventing our own pollinators from doing the same job? Very
large spiky pollen, apparently. The hollyhock pollen grain is one of the largest at
130 microns, with about 150 spikes on the outer surface counted using a scanning
electron microscope. (The average size pollen grain is between 25 and 40 microns.)
The honey bee has specialised plumose hairs - a single stem with branching hairs
about 40 microns apart - which help trap pollen between them. Althaea rosea, the
common hollyhock, is an ornamental plant of the mallow family; its Latin name is
Malvaceae. It flowers from June to September and offers a food source for both
bumblebees and honey bees, although they do not make honey from its nectar.
The outer and inner surfaces of pollen
grains (exine and intine) have different
structures, together with differing shapes and
sizes, between plant species. These features
enable them to be identified with a compound
microscope at 400 times magnification.
Modern DNA methods are now available and
offer a more definitive answer as it takes time
to learn how to master their identity.
Why do pollen grains have different
structures? Possibly to stop cross-pollination
and to target its own species. Bear in mind
that bees and flowers have co-evolved: nectar
attracts bees as a sugary reward as part of the
pollination process; pollen is attracted to the
bees' bodies by static electricity, pollen kit,
(a sticky outer surface coating) and physical
contact. Nectar provides carbohydrates and
Majestic hollyhock flowers in our village
pollen is protein. Stop there! The deal is to
transplant pollen to other plants of the species to help cross-pollinate them, surely,
not to eat it. Some bees have a special set of hairs on their back legs, the Corbicula
or pollen basket; they comb the pollen backwards with their other legs then mix it with
saliva and compress it between the special presses like toothpaste onto the outer stiff
hairs.
Has the hollyhock developed an armoury to prevent this theft, which costs the plant
a lot of energy to produce and reduces it reproductive success?
The buff-tailed bumblebee seems to be one of its most frequent visitors in the
UK. The larger-sized pollen adheres readily to any bees' hairs all over their bodies,
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but due to the size and
spiky outer surfaces of the
pollen, the bees are not
able to compress it, and so
they must sift it out when
packing pollen onto their
legs. It would seem the
plant has a mechanical
defence against being
eaten, allowing more pollen
to do its job of fertilising
other hollyhocks.
The spines reduce the
contact zone between
Bumble bee visiting the nectaries
butting pollen grains,
because only one or a few spines interact with the pollen wall of a butting pollen
grain. The large size of the pollen grains may also contribute to the effect of a
reduced contact zone. Plants have also developed other means of protecting pollen,
such as bitter tasting and toxic coverings of their outer coating. As honey bees taste
through their feet, they can recognise these, preventing them from feeding poison
to their larvae. It might also indicate
that the surface spikes will harm the
larvae’s intestines, so they selectively
choose not to harvest it. The honey
bee, when eating pollen, wraps a
cell membrane round the pollen
as it enters the true stomach, the
ventriculus. It is thought that this is
done to protect the internal lining from
the outer rough surfaces of the pollen.
There are oligolectic bees - a term
in pollination ecology to refer to bees
that specialise in collecting pollen
from genera/families, or even a single
genus of flower, such as those that
Spiky hollyhock pollen, 130 microns. The bar shows
produce spiky pollen; these have all
typical pollen at 25 microns. x200 magnification
developed together in their native
countries. Birds and moths are also productive in pollination.
That stately cottage plant has a spiky secret brought with it by those plant hunters
of old. Luckily, it has managed to fulfil its masculine role and that guarantees its
survival.
All pictures by Catherine and Graham Kingham
Sources: Plants for Bees, Kirk and Howes, IBRA
Klaus Lunau, Vanessa Piorek, Oliver Krohn, Ettore Pacini Just spines - mechanical defence of
malvaceous pollen against collection by corbiculate bees. Apidologie, Springer Verlag, 2015, 46 (2),
pp144-149. ff10.1007/s13592-014-0310-5ff. ffhal-01284432f
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A Note about Membership Renewals
Lilah Killock

It's that time of year again. Payment for your 2021 Devon Beekeepers'
subscription is due by 1 January, and payment well in advance means your Branch
Treasurer does not have to keep reminding you.
In previous years, members had no choice but to fill in a paper form and return this
with a cheque to their Branch Membership Secretary. It was easy, if bothersome, to
do and I know many people were encouraged to come along to the Branch AGM and
hand the form over to the Branch Treasurer at that time.
Last year, thanks to eR2, the BBKA database we use, we could offer members
online renewal. Lots of people took advantage of the system, and we are hoping
that even more members will use this method this year when it is not possible to hold
meetings.
It works like this: anyone who is a member in 2020, will be emailed an invitation to
renew their subscription online. The email will contain a link unique to that member.
It is easy to click on the link and be taken straight to the details held about them.
You are asked to check through the details to make sure they are correct - especially
the membership category - and click on the "Submit" button.
You will then get a message telling you the amount due, and the Branch's bank

The widest range of
English language
bee books
The home of

Quarterly
The

Beekeepers

“the quality quarterly with quarterly quality”

www.northernbeebooks.co.uk
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details. (We don’t have facilities for accepting payment online.) There will also be a
name and address if you want to send a cheque.
If, by some mischance, you come out of the screen without completing the form,
you won't be allowed back in - the link won't work! Not to worry. Just contact your
Branch Membership Secretary who will sort it out for you.
Of course, the tried and trusty "paper" form is still available for those who prefer
this method. Your Branch Membership Secretary will be able to let you have a copy
either by email or post . The form can then be completed and returned to them with
your payment or payment details.

Beekeepers Quarterly

Special offer to DBKA members
The Beekeepers Quarterly is an
international English language beekeeping
journal published by Northern Bee Books. It
is published four times a year in March, June,
September and December. The subscription
price for four issues is normally £30, but
DBKA members can get the four issues in
2021 mailed direct to their home address for
a payment of just £20.
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incorporating BeeBiz

September 2020

Details of how to take advantage of this
offer will be automatically issued to members
renewing their DBKA subscription online.
Alternatively, ask your Branch Membership
Secretary for details.
More about BKQ
Edited by John Phipps, this full colour A4
The Bee Man of Nevis, Clive de Bruyn, NDB
Beekeeping – A Many Splendored Affair, David Cramp
magazine has over sixty pages full of the
A Brief History of Foulbrood, Erik Tihelka and Sofia Croppi
latest beekeeping news, views and research.
A strong team of correspondents from all
over the world report regularly on beekeeping topics of local and global importance.
Whilst its contents are directed mainly to beekeeping, the magazine also looks
at the wider issues which have an impact on the craft especially as regards to the
environment, farming, conservation and global warming.
Contributors have specialised knowledge on particular aspects of beekeeping,
drawn largely from their own experiences, and include both amateur and commercial
beekeepers, scientists, and representatives of organisations that have an interest in
beekeeping as a craft or industry.
BKQ: The Quality Quarterly with Quarterly Quality!
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A Buzz on the Line

Derek and Jenny Evans
Back in July, we had a call from a painter
asking for our help. He was not the normal
type of painter. He painted pylons!
It takes the painters two days to paint a
pylon, so after the first day they leave their
ropes, etc, in a bag hanging on the pylon.
Unfortunately, for them their kit bag had a
small hole at the bottom and a swarm of bees
had decided it made a good home.
When they went back the second day, the
painters realised their mistake and called
for help. It took over a week to arrange a
convenient date to meet up and sort out their
problem.

Three men, a pole and a ladder

They assured us that the electricity would
be turned off if we accepted the mission
and there would be three men to help us.
We agreed to accept as it was interesting
and unusual. The bees had now been in

the bag for more than a week so we
decided another week would not harm. We
arranged a date.
Pub quiz question: How often are pylons
painted? Answer: Every 20 years!
In the bag were the climbing ropes and
harnesses used by the painters to hang
from when they are painting the pylons.
When we arrived at the site in the middle
of nowhere, three men, a pole and a ladder
met us. Fortunately, I was not expected to
climb the pylon. One of them borrowed a
veil making him feel more secure when he
used the pole to lower the bag of bees.
We caught the bag gently and then
proceeded to cut the comb out and rehome
the bees into our nuc box. Later that
evening we returned to collect the nuc and
all the bees in the rain.
Mission accomplished!

Bees safely in nuc
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"How good are you at following instructions?"
Test submitted by Jeremy Barnes
Below are the directions for a hive inspection.
1. Read the following instructions before doing anything.
2. Write your name on the top of this sheet.
3. If you are going to wear a suit and veil, it should be black. The bees are used to
animals with black fur checking out their hive.
4. Knock on the side of the hive with a stick, then put your ear close to the
entrance and listen to see how long it takes the bees to resume a gentle hum.
5. Do not use smoke. This way you test the true temperament of the colony.
6. Do not be afraid to gesticulate wildly so as to frighten off any inquisitive bees.
7. Shout out loudly, so the bees can hear you, “I am the leader in following
instructions”. This will let the bees know just who is in charge.
8. Pull out the middle frame as fast as you can so as not to give the bees a chance
to respond.
9. Shake the frame hard so as to knock off the bees, which will allow you to see
the cells without any bees obstructing your view.
10. If you see the queen, throw her into
the air to test her ability to fly in the
event of a swarm.
www.thebeeshop.co.uk
11. Replace the frames in a different
order. This prompts the bees to clean
up after you more quickly.
Quality Beekeeper
12. Do not test for varroa: the last thing
Clothing
you want to do is to kill the bees
At Affordable Prices
which are essential to controlling the
invaders.
13. After you have re-assembled the hive,
Full Suits,
give it another hit with the stick, letting
the bees know that you are still the
Smocks, Bee Vests &
boss.
Veils
14. If the bees pursue you as you walk
away from the hive, turn and face
Full Adult Beekeeper Suit
them. The last thing you want to do is
from £55 (free postage)
to suggest to the bees that you don’t
know what you are doing.
Email:
15. Now that you have finished reading all
michaeljohnduckett@gmail.com
of the instructions, do only numbers
1 and 2, and sit quietly by the front
of the hive enjoying the activity of the
bees as they come and go.
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Going With the Flow

Part 14: Is that what I think it is?
Andy Bullen
Is it? Really? It is now just over a week since I helped (watched) Mark extract
his Flow Hive honey. As usual, I do my daily visit to the hive and look through the
observation windows at the Flow Frames. I usually remove the back to see if any
honey has been placed at the rear of the middle frames. Over the last few weeks,
they’ve definitely sealed the gaps and prepared the frames, but I couldn’t see any
honey. Today I check the first window and immediately do a double take. What is
the glistening, clear liquid stuff in the frame? It’s only honey, that’s all!
I run back to the house to get my wife to confirm I’m not seeing things. She walks
back down to the hive with me, looks in the observation window. “I’m no expert,
but it looks like it could be honey,” she says excitedly. I’m over the moon! The
observation windows are on either side of the Flow Hive and allow inspections of the
Flow Super frames without disturbing the bees. I am looking at the end frames in the
Flow Super. If there is honey in the end frames, the middle four must have honey
also.
Over the next few weeks, when
the back of the hive is removed, the
honey is clearly visible at the rear
of the middle frames and slowly
building up in the end frames. It
varies in colour from light in the end
frames to quite dark in the middle.
The other strange thing is, it moves,
or it appears to move. I do not mean
moves in its cell; the honey moves
around the frames. One day the
middle frames are full of dark honey,
the next it's light. My best guess
is the lighter honey has more water content and they move the honey around to
evaporate the water. It could be they are eating it and replacing with lighter honey.
I have to concede that I might have kept them alive over winter, and now they are
giving me honey, but I’m still a long way from being an expert!
The honey continues to build and in August the bees go mad. All the frames have
honey, and the end frames viewable through the observation windows are starting
to be sealed. My initial thinking is to let them fill and seal all the frames, but due to
some adverse weather the honey stores drop slightly and by the end of August I think
it’s time to extract. My plan is to extract one frame initially, followed by two more the
next week. I don’t want to worry or starve them or be greedy, so I will leave three
frames of honey plus the stores they have in both brood boxes.
Next month – My first honey
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Ladies in Waiting
Jeremy Barnes

For most of our history we have lived under an omnipresent consciousness of our
mortality. Pandemics were merely one cause of early death that haunted day-to-day
life. Only in the nineteenth century, with improvements in sanitation in particular (at
least for the more affluent, who could afford the flushing toilet with a ballcock invented
by one Thomas Crapper) did mortal insecurity
wane. This was barring such episodic
ravages as tuberculosis and syphilis in the
19th Century, the Spanish Flu and AIDS in
the 20th Century and Ebola and COVID19 in
the present one. To the mass deaths caused
by these diseases we can add war, genocide,
terrorism, opiates and guns.
But let’s go back 364 years. In 1656
the Spanish painter, Diego Velázquez,
was commissioned by the Habsburg King,
Philip IV, to paint Las Meninas (The Ladies-inWaiting), possibly the most closely analysed
painting of all time. On the surface it is an
apotheosis of happiness and confidence;
with the benefit of hindsight it captures the
tragedy of the age. Its complex and enigmatic
Las Meninas
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composition raises questions about reality and illusion and creates an uncertain
relationship between the viewer and the figures depicted.
The centre of the picture is the five-year old, self-possessed Infanta, Margarita
Teresa, attended by two maids, in whom rested the dynastic hopes of the Habsburg
dynasty - three of her siblings did not survive childhood and the only brother who did
(the later Emperor Charles II) displayed the ruinous disabilities that resulted from the
family’s inbreeding - Margarita’s father had married his niece, for example.
Meanwhile, the court of the Holy Roman Empire in Vienna wanted a dynastic
marriage to strengthen both the Spanish and Austrian branches of the House of
Habsburg in the face of the rising French kingdom under the Bourbon King, Louis XIV
(who himself was married to Margarita Teresa’s half-sister).
Thus, at the age of 15, for diplomatic reasons, Margarita Teresa was married to the
Holy Roman Emperor, Leopold I, who was 30 years her senior, her maternal uncle
and her paternal cousin. The Viennese celebrations of the imperial marriage were
among the most splendid of the Baroque era and lasted almost two years.
Thus was combined two of the most influential families in Europe and it should
have been a fairy tale existence. But, despite having access to the best that medicine
could offer, only one of Margarita’s four children survived infancy. The Empress
believed that Jews were to blame for her children's deaths and she persuaded her
husband to expel them from Vienna and destroy their synagogue, replacing it with a
cathedral.
In 1672, in a weakened state, she died from complications of bronchitis. She was
only 21 years old.
Ninety years earlier, Pieter Bruegel the Elder painted The Massacre of the
Innocents, in which soldiers maraud through a village kicking in doors and raiding

The Massacre of the Innocents

221

houses in search of, it would appear, animals and fowl that are being butchered. But
x-ray photography has revealed that someone later sanitised the painting. A package
on the lap of a woman was originally a dead baby; a goose pictured dangled by the
neck about to be stabbed was once a baby dangled by the arm; a flock of birds being
butchered was once swaddled infants. And so, it goes.
Bruegel’s world was one in which children died (60 per cent never reached the age
of 16), soldiers pillaged, sacked, burned and slaughtered, and beggars were leprous
and deformed. Yet whoever redacted the painting wanted to show an artist and
society of great sensibility who placed small people centre stage.
At one level these masterpieces are a poignant reminder of how well we have it
compared to our predecessors, which is not a bad prompt in these dreary days of the
pandemic.
On August 6th, in the series To the Best of Our Knowledge on National Public
Radio here in the US, the author Heather Swan described honey bees as ‘a utopian
society.’ A number of books present honey bees as ‘cute, anthropomorphic icons of
busy self-sacrificing individuals’, as Jurgen Tautz writes in the preface to the English
edition of The Buzz About Bees. By contrast, a beekeeping colleague, David Papke,
loaned me his copy of The Dark Side of the Hive:The Evolution of the Imperfect
Honey Bee, published two years ago by two respected researchers, Robin Moritz in
Germany and Robin Crewe in South Africa. They acknowledge that while the colony
is indeed a marvel of harmonious, efficient organisation, it also involves conflict and
failure. Like any complex social system, honey bees are prone to error, robbery,
cheating and social parasitism, especially at the individual level, even as the colony
gets by remarkably well as a social superorganism.
The complex and enigmatic composition of a colony of honey bees raises
questions about reality and illusion, and creates an uncertain relationship between
the informed beekeeper and the bees. As with Velázquez’s portrayal of the Infanta,
one can see a sublime superorganism or a prosaic society adapting to every day
pressures. One can admire the sanitised idyll of a small village or, as Tom Seeley
does so well, one can strip off the paint and get back to the original, back to basics
with all of its imperfections, back to what works for the bees rather than for the
beekeeper.
The Dark Side of the Hive is inspirational reading; for me it stands in the company
of Tautz’s The Buzz of the Bees or Tom Seeley’s Honey Bee Democracy. I do wish
it were not quite so expensive! It needs to be read slowly, reflected upon frequently,
and perhaps shared with a group of like-minded people as it explores the individual
mistakes, maladaptations and the evolutionary dead-ends of workers, drones and
queens.
The book might have shattered my illusions of a colonial paradise but it significantly
deepened both my understanding of and appreciation for these amazing creatures.
I have to say that, for me, it serves the same purpose as the pandemic, which
has shattered many of the illusions of an omnipotent United States to reveal the
shortcomings of a society in denial - the underfunding of public health, an inefficient
health care system, policies that have endured since the days of colonisation and
slavery leaving minorities vulnerable, the decades-long shredding of our social safety
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net, forcing essential workers to risk their health for livelihood, and social media
platforms that sow partisanship, misinformation and conspiracy theories.
Finally, The Dark Side of the Hive caused me to reflect on my own reading history.
When asked to recommend a book to a new beekeeper, I tend towards one that
succinctly and coherently outlines the basics. This work by Moritz and Crewe is not of
those, yet, knowing no better, one of the first bee books I read was The Buzz About
Bees, which I would never recommend to a nubee today. However, it didn’t put me
off. I know now that despite how little of it I understood at the time, there was an
instinctive realisation that it was important. The intricacy of honey bee society was
compelling rather than foreboding, and The Buzz went on my list of books to come
back to, something I am in the middle of doing right now. As Richard Taylor writes
in his remarkable The Joys of Beekeeping, “Many are called but few are chosen.”
Perhaps ‘being chosen’ involves one’s acceptance of imperfection and mystery, of
fallibility and deficiency, as well as of idyllic bliss. Perhaps it involves enjoying the
initial beauty and romance of Las Meninas or The Massacre of the Innocents and
becoming increasingly engaged rather than repelled as the details, less than perfect,
are revealed.

For Sale
Beekeeping equipment for sale. All in a good used condition or better at less than
half the new price. This includes a nine-frame electric honey spinner, 100ltr stainless
steel settling tank, poly-nucs, apidea, assorted tools and equipment. Retiring
beekeeper, everything must go! I am situated two miles from Start Point in South
Devon, between Dartmouth and Kingsbridge, TQ7 2ES. For complete list and prices,
please email me at chrispring123@gmail.com
Over-wintered nuclei. Commercial or National frames available from Spring 2021.
£170 plus £20 returnable deposit on transport box. Please contact Martin or Melanie
on 01548 853502, mobile 07914 002831, or email martindpope@gmail.com
6-frame over winter nuclei with 2020 queens £170.00. Full colonies £250.00.
Locally reared queens, good gentle productive bees reared with love. Reserve a
colony for 2021 for collection or possible delivery in the spring. For more information,
please contact Imogen at Artemis Bees 07910 235891 or imohall@yahoo.co.uk.
Honey for sale The Newton Abbot Branch have honey for sale at £4 per lb in 30lb
tubs (approx weight). If you are interested please contact Ruth Mountford by e-mail at
rmountford@fordergardens.co.uk

Wanted
Honey, 10 kg minimum. Must be in tubs. Please contact Martin or Melanie on
01548 853502, mobile 07914 00283, or email martindpope@gmail.com

Cover Photo
Thanks to Glyn Davies for the cover photo which he took on 8 June this year. The
action is taking place on a Ceanothus bush, which bees love. The crab spider is
called Misumena vatia.
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Diary Dates
Members may attend meetings of any Branch but it’s advisable to telephone the Branch
Secretary first. Contact details are:
East Devon

eastdevonbk.co.uk

01404 841629

Exeter

exeterbeekeepers.org.uk

01392 832956

Holsworthy

holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk

01237 440165

Newton Abbot

nabk.org.uk

rmountford@fordergardens.co.uk

North Devon

northdevonbees.org

07791 679283

Okehampton

okehamptonbee.co.uk

01363 82361

Plymouth

plymouthbeekeepers.btck.co.uk

01752 338279

Tavistock

events.tavistockbeekeepers@gmail.com

07709 977646

Tiverton

tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk

01363 860252

Torbay

tbbk.co.uk

01803 844804

Totnes & Kingsbridge

totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com

01803 866028

November
Tue 3

7:30pm

Torbay

Beekeepers’ Forum via Zoom

Thu 5

7:30pm

East Devon

Hilary Kirkaldie What I Did During My Lockdown and
Branch AGM via Zoom

Wed 11

7.30pm

Totnes &
Kingsbridge

Branch AGM via Zoom, plus film showing (to be
confirmed)

Sun 15

2:00pm

North Devon

Branch AGM via Zoom

Tue 17

7:30pm

Plymouth

Branch AGM via Zoom

Tue 17

7:30pm

Torbay

Speaker via Zoom

Wed 18

7:30pm

Tiverton

Branch AGM via Zoom

Wed 18

7:30pm

Tavistock

Tony Herbert Baba Nyuki in Africa - Beekeeping
Experiences in Tanzania and Branch AGM

Sat 24

7:00pm

Exeter

Branch AGM via Zoom

Tue 1

7:30pm

Torbay

Beekeepers’ Forum - round up of beekeeping news,
debate on topical matters, catching up with what is going
on locally via Zoom

Thu 3

7:30pm

East Devon

Thomas O'Hagan From Startup to Kilnasaggart via Zoom

Thu 10

7:00pm

Plymouth

Martin Hann & Clare Densley What the Books Don't Tell
Us via Zoom

Sat 12

10:00am

DBKA

AGM via Zoom

Mon 14

7:00pm

Exeter

Master Beekeeper and Biologist Pam Hunter Rapeseed:
Evolution of Plant and History of use. How to prepare
your bees for the crop. What to do with Rapeseed Honey
via Zoom

December

Tue 15

7:30pm

Torbay

Christmas Social and Quiz via Zoom

Wed 16

7:30pm

Tiverton

Christmas Forum via Zoom
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NOT only for beekeepers
Written by
experienced
professionals

Treat someone
you know
with a gift
subscription.

Not JUST a Magazine

bee-craft.com/GSD20

ORDER NOW
or before 16th
December 2020
for Christmas
delivery
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