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Buzz Word

Viv Thorn, DBKA Chair
Greetings Fellow Beekeepers! As predicted, the second
wave of Covid is upon us with further restrictions limiting
our ability to get together in groups of more than six. Many
Branches in Devon have already decided to communicate
via Zoom and other webinar platforms and it will be important
to further develop this going through the winter and into next
spring. I have been taking advantage of the various educational
Zoom meetings around the county and further afield and
would encourage you all to do likewise. BIBBA have had some
very interesting talks as have Somerset Beekeepers. BBKA
has three talks given by Tom Seeley from last year’s Spring
Convention that are well worth looking at. Indeed, Tom Seeley has numerous talks on
the YouTube site. In Devon, we are beginning to plan for our winter Branch talks to
be recorded and placed on the website for members to access.
The BBKA has decided to have a virtual Annual Delegates Meeting via Zoom.
There are some fairly controversial proposals coming up, such as introducing a
weighted voting system so that small Associations have a greater proportion of
members votes than currently occurs and are therefore any vote is not solely swayed
by the Associations with the highest number of members. They are also trying to
determine what criteria are necessary for a new Association to become a member
of the BBKA. These are both complicated issues, but ones which will hopefully be
resolved at the ADM.
As you know, in Devon over the last few years, we have redesigned the President’s
Day into the Devon Beekeepers’ Day and this is held in December on the same day
as the AGM. This year, it will be impossible to get together and share all the great
work that has been going on in our Branches, but the AGM will be held via Zoom.
Many thanks to Richard Simpson and Keith Bone of East Devon Branch who have
been organising the day which would have been held in St Petroc’s College, had
the Covid restrictions been lifted. Instead, following the Zoom AGM, we will have
a presentation by Lynne Ingram on Honey Adulteration. This will be a fascinating
talk, so please look out for more information and put the date, 12 December, in your
diaries. We do need to be quorate at the AGM for it to be a valid meeting.
Also at this meeting the Downing Bowl will be awarded. This is a prize given each
year to a beekeeper from the county who has made an outstanding contribution to
beekeeping either over a number of years or as a one-off project. The recipient of
the Downing Bowl is decided by the previous three winners. If anyone knows of a
beekeeper who has made such a contribution, please write a short nomination and
send it to Mike Ticehurst at miket@freedom-computers.co.uk.
Periodically, throughout the year, Devon sends two representatives to the South
West Beekeeping Forum. This Forum represents beekeeping groups in the South
West from Cornwall in the west to Hampshire in the east and to Avon in the north. We
are fortunate that the Avon representative and our link to the BBKA is Anne Rowberry,
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the current BBKA Chair. At the next meeting, the Chair of the SWBKF will change and
it will be Devon’s turn to take the helm over the next three years. I am delighted to tell
you that this duty will be shared, initially for the first year by Tony Lindsell, our DBKA
President, and then hopefully by Chris Smith, our previous President.
Sadly, for us, I have just heard that Barry and Ruth Neal will be moving from
Devon by the end of this year to move closer to their family. I know this move has
been planned for some time and it will be great that Ruth and Barry will be able to
see their grandchildren much more frequently. However, this will leave a huge hole
in our Association. Ruth and Barry have been associated with the organisation of
the Devon County Show Bees and Honey exhibit for many years: Ruth as Chair of
the Organising Committee and Barry as Chief Steward. Although they have now
handed these roles over to others, I would like to thank them both for the enormous
contribution they have made over the years. In addition, Barry has been our DBKA
Secretary for the last seven years and Ruth has been Vice-Chair in the last year.
Their knowledge base is immense, but I am sure Barry will have made all the
appropriate arrangements for the transition so that a new Secretary can take up the
reins. Thank you both, for all your hard work and dedication to DBKA. This means
that DBKA will be looking for a new General Secretary and a Vice-Chair at the next
AGM. It is not essential that these posts are filled by members who have done a
similar role in the Branches and much support and mentoring will be given. Please
get in touch if you feel able to take on either of these roles or want to find out what it
would involve. In these difficult times, we do rely on a good communication system to
keep our Branches informed and supported, so please help if you can.
I expect by now your bees are fed and treated and are ready for the approaching
winter. Please look out for any fellow beekeepers who may be struggling, either
because they are shielding or are fairly new to beekeeping and could do with some
advice and support. Also, keep looking out for the dreaded Asian hornets and their
nests. Most importantly, keep looking after yourselves – this pandemic will not last
forever.

South Devon Beekeepers Convention is Cancelled
Lilah Killock

Our venue at King Edward VI
Community College has cancelled all
outside events this Autumn, so there will
be no Convention this year.
My thanks go to Clare Densley, Steve
Martin and Will Steynor who were willing
to come and speak to us in these troubled
times, and to the many traders who offered
to come, as well as those who were not
able to attend who, nevertheless, promised
super prizes for the raffle.
See you in 2021.
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More DBKA Virtual Honey Show Winners
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Class 6: Technical photograph, subject of interest to beekeepers black and
white or coloured, with appropriate information: camera type, lens/setting and any
other relevant facts Judge: Chris Utting
Winner (on left) was Aimee Luxton

Photo taken on 19/06/20 in the early afternoon which enabled me to get this great
shadow. The Sea Holly plants (Eryngium) are in full flower at my allotment, providing
great structure and shape as well being loved by all the pollinators.
0604 Double Take, Camera: SONY SLT-A65V, F-stop: f/8, Exposure Time: 1/500 sec,
ISO speed: ISO-100.
Class 8: A painting or drawing using any medium, of interest to beekeepers
Judges: Maggie and
John Heal
Winner: Zoe Mack
Hand-painted hive art
Zoe first exhibited her
hive art at the Devon
County Show in 2010.
Since then, her brood
boxes have been given a
theme.
She seeks peace and
quiet during the creative
process.
Her bees have been
known to help with
application of protective
varnish!
Creativity is an intricate
and detailed prcess.
She starts with an initial
drawing, followed on with
blended layers of acrylic
paint.
The finished product is
always really something to
behold.
Attention to detail is key
in all Zoe’s art work.
Each box takes in the
region of three days to
complete.
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Gabled Roof Stabiliser
Andy Mack

Andy Mack won a prize in Class 7 at the Virtual Honey Show for his simple and
effective idea of a gabled roof stabiliser made from tethered logs.
It is said that necessity is the mother of invention
and the fabulous thing about beekeeping, bees aside
of course, is there is always a necessity that would
benefit from a little bit of inventiveness. For me this
point is reached when management becomes a chore
and/or equipment failure takes the fun out of hive
management.
From the the start of setting up my first apiary I
decided to use gabled roofs. For me it made perfect
sense to use a roof that would repel the weather, provide space for a feeder without
an eke, and look fabulous. But they do have one drawback and that is they don’t lend
themselves easily to being used as a stand.
As soon as boxes are put on top of the brood chamber, whether they be supers,
additional brood chambers, or both, they create a need for a bee-tight and stable
place to put them during management procedures.
Gabled roofs are not a suitable platform. On sloping ground the lower edge can
be stuffed with the hive’s insulation, providing there is little or no weight put on the

Quality supplies

Neopoll - 1kg pack: £3.95
18kg box: £66.00

Neopoll C - 1kg pack - £4.40
18kg box - £79.95

(fondant with pollen)

(double pollen)

ApiInvert 14kg pail: £29.50

We can also supply individuals, groups and associations with very
good rates on bulk and wholesale purchases and pallet deliveries.

(inverted sugar syrup)

Insulated Metal
Roof £28
(2kg in weight)

Hives • Extractors • Motor Conversions • Filtration • Tools/Sundries • Fondant • Poly Insulated Roofs • Bulk Orders
plus all other beekeeping needs

www.parkbeekeeping.com

02086 949960

info@parkbeekeeping.com

London

Est. 1985
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upturned roof. On level ground, it just becomes a fraught
situation.
A stable platform was needed to support the roof.
The platform had to be easily adaptable to sit on the
varied degrees of slope of the ground. It also had to be
capable of supporting considerable weight; potentially a
second brood box and a queen rearing box in spring and
three or more supers in summer. A stand was no good,
simply replicating the same.
The first step was to try a log under the lower edge. This
worked to a point, but was
not effective in all parts of the
All falling down
apiary and I needed several
different sizes. Two logs was an improvement, but how
to stop them rolling off on their own accord? With the
basic solution in hand all that remained was the detail.
An oak branch was selected mainly because it was
lying around. The fact it is long lasting and tough is a
bonus.
The first pair I made was tethered using nylon rope.
This was ideal as it doesn’t rot and a flame seals the
ends to stop it fraying. Spare cord from a cheap strap
tethered the next pair. It is not expected to last as long,
Logs and roof
being less robust.
The logs are selected to be reasonably similar and
uniform in diameter; the diameter being such that the
roof sits on its ridge on a level surface. The logs are cut
shorter than the roof is long. This avoids any more trip
hazards - there’s enough of those already thanks to the
burrowing creatures and tussock grasses.
The tether is a bit shorter than the roof is wide, again
Level roof
allowing the roof to sit on its ridge on a level surface.
Measurements are somewhat rough and ready.
The result is a set of horizontal legs that make the roof a
stable platform capable of holding significant weight.
To get the roof level on a sloping surface is achieved by
sitting the roof on its ridge and moving the lower log until
level, then jamming the other log in place to support the
upper edge. (Basically, throw the logs down and shuffle them
until the roof is level.)
So that’s that. A simple effective solution to avoid having
the lid slide off a queen rearing box, or several supers go
crashing to the ground, whilst using a gabled roof as a
platform stand.
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Second Homeowners Spotted
in the Village Post Box
Derek and Jenny Evans

This article was previously published in Stamp
Magazine, July/September edition, in abbreviated
form. The instructions for the Vac Box, which won
a prize in Class 7 in the Virtual Honey Show, were
given in last month's magazine.
At 5 pm on a Sunday in May, we had a call from
a lady in Chettiscombe. ‘The Post Box has been
invaded by a swarm of honey bees,’ she said.
Unfortunately for the bees, the local people did
not appreciate the buzzing mass of insects taking
over their village Post Box.
The bees had arrived just before lunch and had
little intention of moving. It was dry, roomy, easily
defendable, safe; a perfect choice.
We taped a warning sign on the Post Box –
Beware Bees and contact details - then went home
and had a cup of tea!
We telephoned the number on the box, only
to be told that the Post Office was closed as it
was Sunday. Next move was to call a local subpostmistress, who we know, to see if she could
help. On Monday she rang the local Sorting Office
only to be told that there was no one available to
come and unlock the box. So, we were left to wait
for the post collection at 3.45 pm.
At about 3.30 pm we went to wait for the
postman. Along he came. First problem: it was not
his usual route, he was
doing it for a friend.
Second problem, he
had no time to waste,
the post must be
collected! Gradually the
situation dawned on our
postie that shorts and
Off for a cup of tea
shirt were not the best
protection against 20,000 bees defending their newly
found home! On realisation of his situation he quickly
gave me the key to the box and a barcode reader to

183

zap the code inside the box. As it turned out
there were no letters, only snails!
The interesting work was now to begin! I
scooped the main swarm out of the box with
a jug and into my nuc box. A post box door is
very restrictive. So now my Bee-Vac V3 came
into its own! I could just about get my arm and
hose into the box. I sucked up most of the bees,
hoping I had the Queen, and added them to
those in the nuc. The remaining bees had to
Bees in Vac Box
find their own way into the nuc box. Later in the
evening we returned to collect the nuc and all the bees.
The bees made sure everyone observed the self-distancing rule and our bee suits
were our B-PPE!
Successful result to a very interesting post box collection with the help of the Royal
Mail.
The Royal Mail Bees now live in Halberton and are in the care of one of our new
beekeepers.

Downing Bowl 2020
This handsome silver bowl is presented annually at the DBKA AGM, and the
decision as to who should receive the award is decided by the Award Committee
made up of the current and the previous two years' recipients. The panel does not
suggest names themselves, but choose from those names given to them.
The award has been made since 1965 and is currently given to the DBKA member
who is considered to have contributed most to the Association in recent years.
Usually, this is to someone who has contributed at County Association level as well
as for their Branch, but the nominee
does not have to be a committee
member. It is a rule that it is not
awarded to the same person more than
once. On four previous occasions it has
been awarded to a husband and wife
team. Every name is considered and
all names are kept confidential.
Please send nominations and
detailed citations to Mike Ticehurst at
miket@freedom-computers.co.uk or
by post to him at 14 Greenover Road,
Brixham TQ5 9LY to arrive no later
than Friday 13th November 2020. All
Mike Ticehurst, Award Winner for 2019, receiving the
nominations will be considered and all Downing Bowl from Barry Neal, the previous recipient,
at Devon Beekeepers Day last December
names are kept confidential.
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Natural Trapping!
Graham Kingham

There are some concerns about
trapping insects using liquid baits in the
trap that do not allow for separation of
the victims, allowing them to drown.
The alternative slant can be seen in the
pictures, albeit not my design or chosen
method!
My four hives sit behind a fence and
back onto two pear trees. I dutifully
reduced the crop after the June drop,
calculating for a few disfigured and
coarse skinned ones, plus allowing
for the odd mouldy and bird- or insectnibbled ones. The branches on the
Conference pear tree were heavily
populated this year, so a good crop
looked promising.
The wasp population has been heavy
in Devon this autumn. I reduced my
hive entrances down and witnessed a
few dead bees and bee/wasp fights in
the tray I keep beneath the entrance;
the bees were coping admirably.
However, little did I realise that the
reason for the wasps not bothering the
bees much this year was the sweet
tasting fruit of the nearby pears. I did
put a trap out to monitor for the Asian
hornet: none found, but plenty of the
native species; they all much preferred
the fruit.
I reckon that about fifty per cent of
the fruit has been damaged in some
way. The pear ripens from the inside out
(unlike the apple) so you have to pick
them at the right time.
The first tree yields a buttery type
of pear (name unknown) and these
pears keep for one week only. The
Conference is a keeping pear and is
not picked until later, that is if there are

Stage one, the making of the entrance

Stage two, the shelter

Stage three, the shell
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any left. In practice, you wait until a
few pears drop off the tree of their own
accord and then harvest the remaining
pears over a couple of weeks. They
are ready for picking when they can
be easily lifted off the tree. Not much
chance of that happening. The wasps
seemed quite oblivious to humans;
drunk on fermenting fruit perhaps, if
that’s possible. They did seem to sit
on leaves and groom themselves after
being inside the pear.
The question is, do I pick the pears
One of the culprits: Vespa vulgaris, the common wasp
now and do I wear a wasp suit? I
once cut into a wasp nest with a hedge
trimmer earlier in the year; I did not know it was there. I got fifteen stings on the back
of my head. Ouch!
All pictures by Graham Kingham

Asian Hornet Sighting 2020
The first Asian hornet sighting of 2020 has been confirmed by the NBU in the
Gosport area of Hampshire.
It is important to maintain a watchful eye for this invader in your local area and ask
people you know to do the same, wherever they are in the UK, but particularly in
England where all previous incursions have occurred.
Okehampton Beekeepers spreading the word about the AH
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For Sale
Over-wintered nuclei. Commercial or National frames available from Spring 2021.
£170 plus £20 returnable deposit on transport box. Please contact Martin or Melanie
on 01548 853502, mobile 07914 002831, or email martindpope@gmail.com
6-frame nuclei with this year's and last year's queens. £170.00. Full colonies
£250.00. Locally reared queens, good gentle productive bees reared with love.
Delivery possible. For more information, please contact Imogen at Artemis Bees
07910 235891 or imohall@yahoo.co.uk.
Honey for sale The Newton Abbot Branch have honey for sale at £4 per lb in 30lb
tubs (approx weight). If you are interested please contact Ruth Mountford by e-mail at
rmountford@fordergardens.co.uk

Wanted
Wanted - Second-hand "Beehaus". Please contact Gerald Humphries on
01297 625990.
Honey, 10 kg minimum. Must be in tubs. Please contact Martin or Melanie on
01548 853502, mobile 07914 00283, or email martindpope@gmail.com

The widest range of
English language
bee books
The home of

Quarterly
The

Beekeepers

“the quality quarterly with quarterly quality”

www.northernbeebooks.co.uk

www.bee-craft.com/findoutdevon
Thank you to all those who pointed out the error in the description of the cover of
the September magazine. It is, of course, Bob Hogge of Jersey Beekeepers holding
the Asian hornet nest, not Colin Lodge, as reported. Apologies to all concerned.

Apologies
This comb is typical of a failed/drone laying queen. In spite of being a 2D image, it
is showing the classic uneven brood surface of drone capping on worker cells. The
other problems visible, such as an uneven brood pattern and damaged open brood,
are as a result of the workers realising that something is wrong and failing to care for
the brood.
As they clear out the dead or dying, they create a very uneven brood pattern (the
classic cause of pepper-pot brood). Some larvae are left unfed, resulting in starvation
which looks just like European Foul Brood (EFB). Not surprising, because the cause
of death with infected EFB larvae is starvation due to the bacteria consuming the
food instead of the larvae. If the beekeeper is worried about this, then examination
of the larval gut will confirm if EFB is present. Whiteish, like Devon clotted cream:
positive for EFB, yellow: negative. (Pollen still in the gut). Signs of other bee disease
may also become evident such as chalk brood, etc.
The cause here is a failed Queen. The other signs are usually as a result of this.
Analysed by Pingus Imperium via Pollinator

Read this Comb
187

188

Feral Identity Parade
Graham Kingham

In June, I was asked to look at a wild colony of bees that have resided low down,
in a wooden clad wall of a house. The owner reported that feral bees had been in
residence on and off for over 25 years. Colonies will often stay in one location for
up to 5 years then swarm, allowing a new swarm to take up residence once the wax
moth has done its cleaning role. Were these truly wild feral bees, native black bees
or a hybrid mix? The property is in a small hamlet surrounded by farming and natural
heathlands. I collected a few bees to examine under the microscope and took pollen
samples taken from their rear legs (Image 1).
The first impression was that some of
the bees were on the small size and the
colour of the abdomens varied from yellow
to black. Their nesting area was about
ten centimetres across and about a metre
square; I had no means of seeing which
way the comb went internally. The colour
difference indicated the same queen but
different fathers due to mixed mating that is
normal for the Apis species (Image 2).
On looking at the anatomy features to try
to
discover if they were native black bees,
Image 1: A sample worker bee, note the colour
the wing measurements were taken to give
of the pollen

FOR ALL YOUR BEEKEEPING NEEDS

ADAMS

homehardware
At 164 Fore Street, Exeter

Top quality equipment
Hives, frames, foundations and tools.

Main agents for E.H.THORNE
MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE

For personal service ring 01392 272877 : Email adamsofcrediton@btinternet.com
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a ratio of length between two veins
and discoidal shift - an angular
measurement usually a plus or
minus angle, again using two
different veins. The average ratio
was 1.8 with a negative shift. Next,
the hair length was measured;
they had short hairs at 0.3-0.5
millimetres. The final check was
the band width across one of the
abdomen segments; this was small,
Image 2: Same mother, different fathers
less than half of the surface area.
On looking up the data it would appear these are locally adapted honeybees,
mainly of the Apis mellifera type that have interbred with others. As always, there
were a few darker bees in the sample that conform more to the native species. I am
not aware of any native colonies locally.
A quick health check was carried out. A sample
was examined for Acarine mites, none were
detected; most beekeepers now treat for Varroa
mites which also kills off any Acarine mites, but
as these bees have not had any treatment, some
might be expected to have been found. Good
news: no Varroa mites present. However, most
feral colonies that have been inspected have all
had Varroa present. I really needed to look inside
the wall.
Image 3: White-grey pollen pellet
Next their abdomens were ground up with water
to make a slide in order to check for Nosema spores. Again, none was found. The
pollen was mixed in alcohol, stained and a slide made. On examination the white
colour on the workers’ legs gives an approximate idea of the possible plants visited,
plus the time of year and local flora (Image 3).
The conclusion of flowering types was as follows, Maize, Iris, Valerian, Knapweed
and Bindweed (Image 4).
The overall verdict
was that the colony
was very healthy and
surviving naturally
without the aid of the
beekeeper.
Good evidence
for only using the
locally adaptive bee
Image 4: Mixed pollen samples
species, whatever
their parentage. Sadly not all wild colonies are able to find new suitable nests.
Luckily for these bees the owner was very happy and proud to let nature be!
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What is it?

Jack Mummery
This is a photo sent to me by my son
who lives in the Perth Hills region, east
of Perth in Western Australia. Whilst out
mountain biking with one of his sons he
came across this in the bush in John
Forest National Park, only a couple of
miles from where he lives. He described it
as a “hive”. (Colonies of wild honey bees
are called “hives” in Western Australia, as
are the containers we know as beehives;
slightly confusing!)
I don’t think it is an established colony
but more likely feral bees having a drink
from water in the hollow trunk of a burnt
out “Blackboy,” a colonialist name based
on the purported similarity in appearance
of the trunked species to an Aboriginal man
holding an upright spear. (This is probably not a very PC term to describe the native
grass tree.)
The grass tree Xanthorrhoea are truly
beautiful plants and vary from a single
stem with some branching into one,
www.thebeeshop.co.uk upright
or two and occasionally three branches.
The stem or trunk is rough-surfaced, built
from accumulated leaf-bases around the
Quality Beekeeper
secondarily thickened trunk. The black
Clothing
appearance is due to damage following a
bush fire.
At Affordable Prices
Occasionally fire will kill the plant but
more often than not the plant survives,
taking on a blackened appearance of the
Full Suits,
trunk. After fire, the grass tree will usually
send up a long flower spike from a metre
Smocks, Bee Vests &
to 3 metres high. The trunk is very slow
Veils
growing, around one centimetre a year.
I’ve seen examples over two metres tall,
Full Adult Beekeeper Suit
which represents a couple of hundred
from £55 (free postage)
years' growth.
Western Australia has a large number
of feral honey bee colonies. All the ones
Email:
I have come across in the bush are very
michaeljohnduckett@gmail.com
yellow indicating “New Zealand strain” or
more correctly Italian bees, Apis mellifera
ligustica.
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Book Review: Bee Space to Bee Hive
Rachel West

This slim volume comprising 168 pages is packed with detail about so many of the
tools and practices that the average beekeeper is familiar with and probably doesn't
think twice about as they tend their honeybees.
Yet while we may take our tools of the trade,
like the Butler Queen Cage, for granted,
everything had to be created by real people:
beekeepers trying to find practical solutions to
make the craft of beekeeping easier and very
often to generate more income from it.
There is a suggestion in the blurb on the cover
of this book and in the introduction that Bee
Space to Bee Hive has been written to address
a need for study material for Module 8 of the
BBKA's written exams, which are currently
suspended. There's no need to wait for the
exams to come back; this book is so full of human
interest that it's an excellent read, with so much fascinating information. It's well worth
reading just for the joy of it.
The book tells us that people who invented bee hives, equipment and methods
came from all over the world. They were farmers, teachers, copperplate engravers,
aircraft manufacturers, horticulturalists, and churchmen, entrepreneurs, immigrants
and businessmen. We hear about their families - brothers, sons and wives who
supported them and helped if they were blind, or suffering from stress and other
mental health problems. Some had experience of beekeeping from a very early age,
others found out about the issue to be addressed having never owned a hive. We
read about the contributions of those with names familiar to us, such as Langstroth,
Millar, Bailey, Warre and William Broughton Carr - WBC - as well as those less
well known such as Nutt and Doolittle. More than that, their full names are shown
including Tracy Flynn Bingham and James Moses Quinby, who were instrumental in
designing the smoker, and Lorenzo Lorraine Langstroth, with his widely used hive.
Not only does this book bring the human side of these beekeepers to life, but it
also describes in detail their inventions, including measurements, the problem being
addressed, the success or lack of popularity of their solutions. It has often been said
that the Langsgroth beehive is based on a champagne crate and the history of the
re-use of such boxes is addressed here.
All in all, this is a well researched book and an entertaining read that any
beekeeper, whether studying for an exam or just curious about the origin of the tools
of the craft, would benefit from reading.
Bee Space to Bee Hive by Andrew Gibb and Ann Harman, ISBN-10 : 0900147172,
ISBN-13 : 978-0900147173, Publisher : Bee Craft Ltd (31 May 2020)
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Going With the Flow

Part 13:There's Honey in the Flow Frames
Andy Bullen
Yes! There is honey in the Flow Frames just not MY Flow Frames!
They belong to Mark, a friend and fellow
member of Torbay Beekeepers. Mark has been
a beekeeper for a while, but at one point he
stopped; then restarted. Which is when, with
a little bit of nudging from me, he bought two
Flow Hives. These sit in his garden, away from
his neighbours. He had a similar experience
to me last year, with no honey, but this year his
bees have given him plenty.
Recently he invited me over to help (in a
socially distanced way) to take the honey from
the Flow Hive. When I say help, I mean sit,
watch and have a cup of tea while he does the
hard work. Although, thanks to the Flow Hive,
it’s not actually hard work, as you will soon
read.
The taste is amazing!
We both wore our bee suits (as it turned out
this was not required). Mark removed the main part of the back of the hive. Very
cleverly, the Flow Hive comes with its own brackets and, after loosening a couple of
screws, the brackets fit at either side of the back of the hive. The removed part sits
on the brackets, and there is your harvesting shelf. A small part at the top pf the hive
is also removed. At the bottom of each frame is a small round plug, which is also
removed. Apparently, this plug can become stuck with propolis, so a pair of pliers is
required to aid removal. A tube fits into the hole, the tubes are about three inches
long with a lip at one end, and they fit neatly into the gap left by the plug.
Mark inserts the tube into the hole and places a jar underneath the other end
(lid removed). At the top of each frame is a small rectangular plug which must be
taken out, to fit the key in. When I say key, don’t think front or back door key, think
half inch-thick metal rod, about two and a half feet long, with one end bent at a right
angle. Mark has two keys and he inserts both into the gap left by the rectangular
plug. He turns both keys 90 degrees. There’s no noise, no cracking of wax or
anything else for that matter. We gaze up the tube – nothing! The anticipation builds
as we wait for the honey to flow. It's not immediate, and it's not a flood, just a very
thick, steady flow. The bees do not seem interested at all in what we are doing. We
quickly fill four and a half jars of honey, close the hive and retire for another cup of
tea and, more importantly, a taste test. The taste is amazing!
I’m now looking forward to taking my own honey off - if only my bees would put
some honey in my Flow Frames.
Next month: Is that what I think it is?
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Culture vs Science
Jeremy Barnes

In the early twentieth century there was concern among some in England that
the earliest traces of modern man were being found in Africa and Asia, as well
as in Germany (Homo neanderthalensis, who looked so modern that it was first
hypothesised to be the remains of a Russian cossack who had died pursing
Napoleon’s troops on their retreat from Moscow). This envy led to an infamous
paleoanthropological fraud in which someone, presumably an amateur archaeologist
named Charles Dawson, doctored and buried in a gravel bed near the village of
Piltsdown in Sussex, in 1908, a human cranium together with the jaw of an ape, that
was then conveniently ‘discovered’ by Dawson himself two years later. In the face of
national fervour the scientific evidence of the supposed missing link was ignored until
1954, even though Professor Raymond Dart, at the University of the Witwatersrand in
South Africa, 29 years earlier, had identified unequivocally the remains of the Taung
Child as a young Australopithecus africanus and the legitimate antecedent of modern
man.
The point is that culture affects our thinking. Even scientists are not immune,
sometimes looking for what they want to find or finding what they are looking
for, within the wider arc of cultural norms. Let’s ignore for a moment the denial
of scientific discoveries in the light of biblical correctness, and look at the names
scientists choose to christen their findings. At the time of Aristotle, worker bees were
termed ”slaves” because bondage was a cultural norm, and the largest bee in the
colony was seen as a ruler, both behaviourally and reproductively. Because Aristotle
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viewed reproduction as a primarily masculine initiative, he assumed that these bees
must be kings, and even after they had been observed laying eggs the name stuck
and their femininity went unacknowledged.
The British entomologist Charles Butler, sometimes called the Father of English
Beekeeping, was a logician, author and priest besides being an experienced apiarist,
and was among the first to assert that drones are male and the queen female, though
he believed worker bees laid eggs. He was born in the thirty-eighth year of the reign
of Queen Elizabeth and was 32 years old when she died. In 1609, six years after her
death, he published The Feminine Monarchie; having lived in the Elizabethan era for
32 years clearly influenced his recognition of the honey bee matriarchy, perceiving
the queen as an Amazonian ruler of the hive, much as had been his beloved
monarch.
In the same time period the microscope and its twin, the telescope, were invented.
Legend has it that the principle underlying both was accidentally discovered by
children playing in a lens-maker’s shop. Whatever the real story, with the microscope
(literally small-look at) doors were opened to reveal veritable mazes of the minutest
detail.
The first plate of the exoskeleton of a honey bee drawn with the aid of microscope
was by Francesco Stelluti in 1630 (ie 20 years after Galileo first looked at the night
sky through a telescope). Stelluti was one of the founders of the Accademia dei
Lincei, the only academic research institute in Europe at the time. His drawings were
beautifully executed, the details are accurate and the worker bee was shown in
greater clarity than ever before, but even so, he had to leave Rome temporarily in the
face of papal hostility to his discoveries.
Forty years later Jan Swammerdam, the Dutch biologist and microscopist who had
demonstrated that the various phases during the life of an insect - egg, larva, pupa
and adult are different forms of the same animal, dissected a queen bee and drew
her ovaries and oviduct, confirming Butler’s assertion that a colony is a matriarchy
but adding the correction that she was the egg-layer.
The science seemed incontrovertible. In France Louis Dieudonné had become
king in 1643 as Louis XIV, or the Sun King. A member of his court, the Duke de SaintSimon, one of the great memoirists of French literature, focused on the last twenty
years of Louis’s reign. In his Memoires, described as “equal proportions of literary
genius and insincerity,” he described Louis thus: In the midst of other men, his figure,
his courage, his grace, his beauty, his grand mien, even the tone of his voice and the
majestic and natural charm of all his person, distinguished him till his death as a true
King Bee.
Despite the work of Butler, Stelluti and Swammerdam, to the French royalist
a perfect civilisation such as that of bees could only be ruled by a male, one of
‘majestic and natural charm’. The telescope had put the sun at the centre of the solar
system but 80 years of microscopic study of the queen bee could not penetrate a
social environment with deductions that seem obvious to us today.
The question is, how does culture inhibit our thinking today? For me, first is the
idea that progress is linear, inevitable and necessary, and secondly that science is
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the key to that advance. Science is vitally important - the fight against the Covid-19
virus is a prime example, and indeed differing public reactions to dealing with the
virus illustrate graphically the culture/science conflict. I am not anti-science, far
from it, even as we get to witness daily in the US how decisions of the departments
of Agriculture, and of the Environment, are driven by politics as much as by science.
What is critical is that, like the executive, legislature and judiciary, science is checked
and balanced by, and in harmony with, the natural processes and the integrity and
dignity of all living things.
Two examples come to mind. First is the increasing presence of thousands
(literally) of chemicals in our water, soil, air and food. If the first chemical doesn’t
work, up the dose or try another rather than suggest a change of lifestyle or an allnatural solution. According to the composer John Cage, Food provides nourishment:
but Americans eat it fully aware that small amounts of poison have been added to
improve its appearance and delay its putrefaction. We have little idea of the long
term consequences, yet somehow trust corporate science to come up with a solution
that, conveniently, will also make them a lot of money. Indeed, a corporation that
knowingly invests in a financially losing proposition, no matter its environmental
attributes, can be sued by its shareholders.
Writing in the New Yorker of April 20, 2020, Jerome Groopman, the Recanati
Professor of Immunology at Harvard Medical School and a leading cancer and
AIDS researcher, describes how, unlike drugs, medical implants are not required
to be tested in clinical trials before being approved by the Federal Department of
Agriculture. Citing the work of David Schneider (The Invention of Surgery) and
Jeanne Lenzeer (The Danger Within) he writes, The medical-device industry has
manipulated the societal need for clinical innovation in order to prematurely market
products of unproven safety and benefit … The root of the problem, of course, is
money. In medicine, progress is driven by innovation and, in our society, innovation
is driven by profit. The implantable-device industry is very lucrative, with operating
margins of 25% or higher and an overall estimated revenue of 136 billion dollars
in 2014, some of which was used to finance a powerful lobby in Washington.
Accordingly the courts and legislation have made regulatory oversight mostly
expedient, if not perfunctory.
The economist Jeffrey Sachs has focused on the impacts of tropical diseases.
Malaria, for example, keeps countries poor, and because they are poor the potential
market for a vaccine in not sufficiently valuable to warrant drug companies making
the huge investment in research that is necessary. Meanwhile an estimated 219
million people suffered from the disease in 2017 and about 435,000 died. More than
90% of the deaths were in Africa (that is almost the same number as those who have
died, globally, from Covid-19 as of mid-summer) and over 60 per cent were among
children under 5. How would this scenario be different if those 260,000 annual
infant deaths were in the more developed world? Profit trumps humanity. Much of
the research that is being done, and the co-ordination thereof, is funded largely by
private enterprises such as the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, which has made
the eradication of the disease one of its top priorities.
In terms of farming practices, a vital recent development is the concept of
regenerative agriculture. Note, not sustainable agriculture, which by definition means
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sustaining our current level of disfunction, which we know has no long term future;
rather regenerating the quality and values of responsible agriculture by starting with
the quality of the soil in which most everything is grown. In this sense, what Tom
Seeley describes as Darwinian Beekeeping could equally be labelled Regenerative
Beekeeping, in that it rejuvenates our concept of honey bee societies and their
management based on processes that the bees have evolved over millions of years,
rather than what our culture has imposed on them over five thousand years. Both
of these scientifically based proposals are meeting resistance from those locked in
older cultural norms.
The second example involves the debate about the use of mechanical drones for
pollination, which presumably will allow us to sit back with a clear conscience and
watch our pollinating insects go into extinction. We know that trees are arguably
the greatest antidote to climate change. Without the bees and bats and butterflies,
who, pray tell, is going to pollinate the 3 trillion trees worldwide (that is 422 trees for
each person on this planet) that are not wind pollinated? These trees cover about
30 per cent of the planet’s surface and are our largest bank for carbon storage - an
estimated 45% of the total. We are already cutting them down at the rate of some
15 billion a year, with the highest losses in the tropics where some of the oldest and
biggest trees live.
If we don’t care about the pollinators in our gardens, the creators and sustainers
of life, how can we possibly care about the bigger issues beyond our immediate
experience?

Diary Dates
Members may attend meetings of any Branch but it’s advisable to telephone the Branch
Secretary first. Contact details are:
East Devon

eastdevonbk.co.uk

01404 841629

Exeter

exeterbeekeepers.org.uk

01392 832956

Holsworthy

holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk

01237 440165

Newton Abbot

nabk.org.uk

rmountford@fordergardens.co.uk

North Devon

northdevonbees.org

07791 679283

Okehampton

okehamptonbee.co.uk

01363 82361

Plymouth

plymouthbeekeepers.btck.co.uk

01752 338279

Tavistock

events.tavistockbeekeepers@gmail.com

07709 977646

Tiverton

tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk

01363 860252

Torbay

tbbk.co.uk

01803 844804

Totnes & Kingsbridge

totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com

01803 866028

October
Tue 6

7:30pm

Torbay

Beekeepers’ Forum via Zoom

Sat 10

All day

Exmoor

Exmoor Honey Show, Minehead
www.somersetbeekeepers.org.uk/exmoor
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Mon 19

7:00pm

Exeter

Andrew Gibb Living in Devon, what can we do to
help the Wax Chandlers? via Zoom

Tue 20

7:30pm

Torbay

David Packham Things will be better next year…
via Zoom

Wed 21

7:30pm

Tavistock

Professor Juliet Osborne Bees and Pollination in
a Changing Environment via Zoom

Thu 22Sat 24

All day

Online

89th Honey Show www.honeyshow.co.uk

Tue 3

7:30pm

Torbay

Beekeepers’ Forum via Zoom

Sun 8

All Day

DBKA

South Devon Beekeepers Convention:
CANCELLED

Wed 11

7.30pm

Totnes &
Kingsbridge

Branch AGM. Details to be confirmed.

Sat 24

7:00pm

Exeter

Branch AGM

Tue 17

7:30pm

Torbay

Speaker via Zoom. Subject tbc

DBKA

AGM via Zoom. To be followed by a talk on
Honey Adulteration by Lynne Ingram, Master
Beekeeper, Somerset Beekeepers

November

December
Sat 12

DBKA Annual General Meeting Notice
DEVON BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION
Registered Charity No 270675
General Secretary - Barry Neal, Badgers Barn, Withacott, Langtree,
Torrington EX38 8NL, 01805-601715; 07789-435477; gen.sec.dbka@gmail.com

Annual General Meeting 2020
The Devon Beekeepers’ Association (DBKA) Annual General Meeting will be held
by Zoom Video-Conference at 10.00 am on Saturday 12th December 2020.
Proposals for agenda items and nominations for election to DBKA County Officer
posts (the DBKA Website has details) must be forwarded to the DBKA General
Secretary no later than Wednesday 11th November 2020.
The agenda and annual report will be available on the DBKA website and in
December’s Beekeeping Magazine, and the audited annual accounts will be
available on the DBKA website nearer the time.
Zoom Video-Conference joining instructions will be sent out nearer the time, and
members will not need a Zoom account to join the meeting.
Please note that a DBKA AGM requires a quorum of 30 DBKA members eligible to
vote: Registered, Partner and Honorary (who were either Registered or
Partner Members before becoming Honorary Members).
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FREE

hive tool
with orders
over £ 30

Why choose poly from us this winter?
All our poly hives and nuc hives come with a full set
of frames and sterilised foundation
"One of the
strongest
polyhives on
the market"

Our poly hives and nuc hives are:
✓ FROM AS LITTLE AS £69.95!
✓ superior insulation against the elements
✓ easy to store should you wish to use wood in
the Spring and Summer

✓ easy to paint – and we stock a range of
non-toxic paints, vital for poly hives

✓ ideal to use all year round
✓ easy to clean, light to move
✓ a solution for overwintering and
transporting bees.

Hive, Frames,
Foundation and
Queen Excluder

Nuc Hive,
Frames,
Foundation
and Candy

£159.00

£69.95

ONLY
590914

Poly Hives
Polystyrene National Hive with Plastic
Queen Excluder, Frames and Foundation

ONLY

590913
Nuc Boxes
Polystyrene Nucleus Box with
Feeder, Frames, Foundation and Candy Feed

www.beekeeping.co.uk

0344 326 2010

info@beekeeping.co.uk

Visit our shop: Hameldown House, Hameldown Road, Exeter Road Industrial Estate, Okehampton, Devon, EX20 1UB

4893

How-To Video Premiere

Many of our customers have asked for a little
assistance above and beyond our instruction
documents, which are supplied with every order...
And we’ve listened! In response, we have created
6 step-by-step video tutorials, which will help
to guide you through the construction of your
hive components, from frames, to roofs & brood
chambers and beyond. View the videos now at:
www.beekeeping.co.uk/how-to-videos/
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The Downing Memorial Bowl

Awarded since 1965
for outstanding contributions
to Devon Beekeepers

Nominations now being taken
for the 2020 award
See page 183 for full details
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