DEVON BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION
Registered Charity No 270675

General Secretary - Barry Neal, Badgers Barn, Withacott, Langtree, Torrington EX38 8NL
01805-601715; 07789-435477; gen.sec.dbka@gmail.com

General Secretary's Annual Report 2020 on behalf of the Executive Council

The DBKA President, Chris Smith welcomed everyone to the 2019 Devon Beekeepers’ Day (DBD) and
mentioned that it was an opportunity to recognise the significant achievements of members through-
out the previous year. DBKA was the oldest beekeeping association in the world, and this would be the
144t (formerly President’s) Day, and the 3™ DBD. He thanked the 5 Branches there for the quality of
their exhibits, and also thanked the NBU, St Johns Nurseries, the AHAT Team, and the Bumblebee
Conservation Trust for their stands. He welcomed the speakers and briefly mentioned the order of the
day. The proceeds from the raffle were shared between DBKA General Funds and the President’s Fund.
The President’s Fund had recently made a donation of £500 to Bees for Development. The donation
would be subject to matched funding through the Big Give Programme.

EC Meetings - there had been 5 EC meetings in 2020; one at Betty Cottles Inn, Okehampton and, as
a result of the pandemic, 4 virtual meetings conducted on Zoom

DBKA Governing Document - a minor amendment to the Document had been made.

eR2 - the BBKA eR2 system had continued to see improvements and additional functions during the
year. The introduction of on-line membership had seemed to go well.

Asian Hornet (AH) - the AH continued to maintain a high profile. Although very few reports this year
across the country of AH sightings, our AH Action Teams continue to develop their preparedness and
are working with neighbouring Associations to ensure a consistent approach across the South West.
The EPICollect database was now being used for AH work.

Devon Beekeepers’ Day (DBD)/AGM - due to the pandemic it has not been possible to have a DBD
in 2020. An on-line AGM followed by a lecture from Lynne Ingram, Somerset Beekeepers, would be
held instead.

National Honey Show (NHS) - the NHS was cancelled this year and replaced by a short on-line
event. We are represented on the NHS Council by Chris Utting and Jack Mummery.

BeeCraft Magazine - we are the holder of 84 shares in this magazine and the 3 required trustees had
been appointed by the EC as shareholders - Alan Binge, Tony Lindsell, and Viv Thorn.

Training & Educational - the Education Sub-Committee has produced a pan-Devon on-Line
Beginners Course which will start in January 2021.

Devon County Show (DCS) - the DCS was cancelled this year due to the pandemic, but DBKA held
a virtual Honey Show which proved to be a great success. This may become an additional feature in
future years.

South-West Beekeepers’ Forum (SWBKF) - three meetings had been held during the year; one in
Somerset, and 2 on-line. Chairmanship of the forum has been handed to Devon for the next 3 years,
and this will be shared by Tony Lindsell, our President, and Chris Smith, our immediate past-President.

Branches - Branches had responded very well to the restrictions on activity imposed by the pandemic.
Committee meetings and Branch events had been held on Zoom. As we go into the winter most
Branches will be offering on-line winter programmes and forums.
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