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DCS Bees and Honey Committee meeting, 15-05-21, 10.00am, by Zoom

Present: Liz Westcott (LW), Stephen Ide (SI), Harriet Brooks Brownlie (HBB), Alan Binge (AB),
John Heal (JH), Maggie Heal (MH), Tony Lindsell (TL), Jack Mummery (JM), Bill Pyle (BP), Jane
Schindler-Ord, James Schindler-Ord, Viv Thorn (VT)

Chair: LW  Notes: HBB

1. Apologies: None

2. Chairman’s remarks: Thanked members for attending. Other remarks covered elsewhere in the
agenda.

3. Approval of Minutes of last meeting (27" March, 2021) Minutes had been circulated and were
agreed as a true and accurate record and signed virtually by Chairman.

4. Matters arising: Those not covered elsewhere in the agenda

Person Action Result
LW | Confirm with James re: info James confirmed — all done, just need
cards for show displays laminating
“ Obtain plastic screens No longer required

“ Wendy re: CR supplies to JH Done, see below

“ Clotted cream and scone orders | Not yet

“ Obtain lzettles, confirm linking | Rebecca has dropped off izettle for HS. LW
of phones has phone for linking for ToH and TL for CR.
AB advised they are tested to ensure adequate
signal at Westpoint prior to show.

TL, J & | Checked container All in good order
MH
“ Loan of megaphone & small Confirmed
tents
JM Coloured stars TBC
“ Pricing gun for HS TBC
AB Printer Obtained, with cartridge. To produce guide on
its use.
MH New info (beespace, out- Still planning the Info stand
apiaries)
JH Make up CR kits Taking stock of CR materials. Kits could be

made up during the show to order (i.e.
requested colours). Older imperfect wax may
be recyclable.

M & | CRvideo Considering live demo instead and possibly
JH single rolling station.

HBB | H & Safety and other general Not yet available
information from DCS

“ Signage Will depend on current guidelines. James can




produce and can also make arrows to guide
flow of people. HBB and James to liaise over
wording.

5. Layout of tent:
LW / HBB have discussed and LW presented a plan to the meeting (emailed). There are a number of

variables that could affect the layout, so this is a tentative plan, and we will reassess nearer the time.
We aim to have the tent front walls open if the weather allows. It is important to be prepared to be
flexible this year.

It was noted that there probably wouldn’t be a skep making demonstration this year.

Unless we have a space, information on the Asian Hornet could be incorporated into Info, rather being
a separate stand.

Requirements for power points:

CR 1
ToH 1
HS 1 (but shared with ToH if near to each
other?)
HN 1
office 1

PAT testing is usually done by show electrician in the days before the show.

Marquee set-up: aim for Sunday prior to show (27" June), then table covering (HBB, MH and JH) to
be done on Tuesday (29"™). Set-up is dependent on the marquee being in place; Lisa at show office is
not able to confirm Danco timeline at the moment. HBB to try to confirm asap. Volunteers would be
needed for the set-up day. TL has a van that could be used to help move equipment from the
container.

Take-down: We could again aim to get as much done on the final evening of the show (Sun 4" July)
as possible to avoid people having to attend on the Monday (5™).

Entry staging: 2 — 7pm, Thursday 1% July. Lisa confirmed that a £50 deposit will be required from
people (without car passes) attending the show ground to deliver entries. There will be no special
H&S requirements although people will be asked to take care re: social distancing. Sl will provide a
DCS map for those making entries.

6. Stewarding

There had been a reasonable response to the call for stewards. Calls for stewards should be repeated
but MH will identify gaps in the rota and then calls could be more specific about when stewards were
particularly needed. As usual, the rota for the first morning was well-covered because of people
wanting to stage entries.

Requirements for face-covering would be confirmed nearer the time (and will be included in signage
at the entrance). MH has sufficient visors for stallholders. LW will obtain disposable gloves. VT will
check guidelines on how often these should be changed. There should be hand gels available,
including public hand-sanitising stations (entrance and exit). LW to obtain hand gels. Stewards will
be asked to bring face-covering, but disposable masks will be available for those who forget to bring
their own.

Admission tickets — HBB to request 24 fewer passes than a normal year (accounting for no ST this
year).

Vehicle passes — HBB to request usual number.

Campsite passes — campsite open as usual. Those requiring camping passes to let HBB know.

To note that the scones for ToH will be delivered to the show ground at 6am on the Friday morning,
VT and HBB to liaise about receiving scones.

7. Repairs to flying bee net




The net could do with rejuvenation and should be higher. If the net is in reasonable condition a strip
of sailcloth set in at the bottom would raise it but raising the net would require a new frame (or a
stable extension to the existing frame).

TL to investigate borrowing (perhaps for a rental fee) a net from Taunton branch for this year and we
can take the opportunity to take stock of our net and see what needs to be done to improve it.

8. Signage around the tent

Already discussed. Additional signs could include requests for card payment where possible.
9. Covid precautions

Perspex screens etc no longer required. Other precautions covered elsewhere in minutes.
10. Stall managers input — significant items which are not covered elsewhere:

e LW - Rebecca has donated a clock as a prize for either the decorated cake or gourmet honey
classes. As neither of these classes were being held this year it was decided to retain the clock
until next year.

e Sl - DCS promotion of the competition classes had been poor this year — committee encouraged to
enter and to promote the classes to fellow beekeepers.

e TL —will manage the HN but will also cover AB’s on-site duties in liaison with AB and Sl (it was
noted that TL is still a signatory on the account). LW will help TL with announcements in
marquee.

It was decided to have disposable cups for refreshments in the HN for this year only.

e AB - all prize money to be paid electronically after the show. Entrants’ bank details would be
captured at the time of entry.

There was still uncertainty over whether entries would be collated electronically or manually and
this was a potential pinch-point in mid-June.

There are to be on-site banking facilities, but the company is different to previous years and since
we would need to be registered with them ahead of time (ref: money laundering safeguards) this
could cause problems. HBB to try to get more information from Lisa about the new company and
what would be required of us in advance.

e AB confirmed floats for the stalls (pricing requiring small coins to be avoided. See also discussion
on signage to encourage card payments).

e JM — Will send out emails to request items for sale and will also encourage donations for ToH.

e HBB - Schools will be attending on the Friday.

White coats should not be shared by stewards this year. White coats can be provided for
stallholders (those who do not have their own) and judges stewards. Some volunteer stewards may
have their own white coats otherwise they could be encouraged to wear items with their branch
logo on. The Committee members also have the embroidered shirts commissioned for the last
show. Badges will be provided for all stewards (as previously). [will need sanitiser wipes for the
non-committee badges]

Any other business

e JM - DCS has not sent any information to judges as yet. May have been delayed because of the
DCS office being closed / partially manned until recently.




e To confirm: Malcolm will provide the flying bees. James will demonstrate them during the show.
LW will contact Basil and Chris (Smith) to see whether they would again provide commentary.
Microphone will need to be cleaned between use (LW to obtain sanitising wipes). BP to have at
least 24 hours’ notice of live bees for the Chamber (likely to receive longer notice than that in
reality).

Date and time of next meeting
e 12" June, 10.00a.m. (Zoom - link to be sent around on the morning of the 12" June — check
emails!)

Actions
Person Action
HBB & James | liaise over wording for signage (nearer the show date)
HBB ascertain Danco timeline asap (erection of our marquee)
“ ascertain details of on-site bankers and what we are required to do in advance
“ request admission tickets and car passes (minus ST numbers)
VT & HBB | liaise nearer the time about receiving scones (6.00am Friday 2" July)
VT check guidelines on how often disposable gloves should be sanitised /
changed
SI provide a DCS map for those staging entries
MH identify gaps in the stewards rota (need to be included in further calls for
stewards)
TL confirm renting of live bee demo net from Taunton
LW see whether Basil and / or Chris (Smith) would provide commentary for live
bee demonstrations
LW (Bookers | e sanitising wipes
list) e disposable gloves
¢ handgels — all stalls plus 2 x public stations, Hornets Nest, Office
e disposable cups
e face masks

Close of meeting 12.05pm



