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Beekeeping

What a calamity!  
It's just as well the 
boxes are strapped 

together.
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SUPERIOR SWARMING SUPPLIES
ARE YOU READY FOR SWARMING?

National 2-in-1 Poly Nuc Box
Made from high-density polystyrene our Poly 
Nucs are lightweight, extremely durable and 
have excellent thermal qualities. Ideal for 
collecting a swarm or creating a nucleus.

•   Can be split into two 3-frame nucs for 
queen rearing

•   Designed with 2 doors and 2 independent 
feeders

•   Superior insulation against the elements
•   Look great when painted – and we supply 

non-toxic paint, perfect for hives
•   Ideal to use all year round
•   A lightweight solution for overwintering 

and transporting bees

uPolystyrene 14 x 12 
NUC Hive with 6 Hoffman 

frames and Sterilised 
Wired Foundation

£91.50

 t  Polystyrene Nucleus 
Hive with 6 Hoffman 
Frames and Sterilised 
Wired Foundation
£76.50

Hive Packages 
From Just £176.00

National Brood Chamber
From Just £53.95 (Flat Pack)

Brood Frames
Pack of 10 (DN1) From £14.95 

B.S. Deep Foundation - Wired
Pack of 10 Sheet £13.50

National Brood Dummy Board
£8.50

Swarm Wipes
10 per box

£14.25
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Useful website addresses
Asian Hornet Action Team ahat.org.uk

British Beekeepers
  Association

bbka.org.uk

Devon Apicultural
  Research Group

darg.org.uk

National Bee Unit nationalbeeunit.com

For independent subscribers in the UK the 
annual subscription to Beekeeping in 2021 
is £14.50. 
Outside the UK the rates are: 
Within Europe £30.50 
Outside Europe £37.50 
Payment must be made in Sterling drawn 
on a UK bank.  (If paying from any non-UK 
bank, a supplement of £6 to meet bank 
charges will apply.)
Please apply to:-
Lilah Killock
Fosbery
Bridgetown
Totnes TQ9 5BA
Email: editor@devonbeekeepers.org.uk 
Make your cheque payable to 
“Devon Beekeepers' Association”
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Buzz Word
Viv Thorn, Chair DBKA

Recently, some of the officers of DBKA had a Zoom 
meeting to discuss our “state of the nation” - or in other 
words, what are we doing, where are we going and how do 
we justify our existence?

Devon Beekeepers’ Association is a registered charity 
and all the eleven branches in Devon are part of that 
charity.  The Executive Committee (EC) of DBKA is made 
up of Officers, some of whom are Trustees, and other 
delegates.  The Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and Treasurer 
(Officers), together with the Branch Delegates to the EC, 
are the Charity Trustees.  The President and General 
Secretary are the Holding Trustees as well as Officers; the 
President is usually a past Chair.  The other Officers are the Show Chairman and 
Secretary, Gift Aid Treasurer, Editor Beekeeping Magazine, Education Officer, and 
the Webmaster.  This complete group has voting rights where necessary, and there 
can also be Trustee-only voting on financial matters, for example.

We also have some co-opted non-voting members - the immediate past-President 
(for one year only), the Examinations Secretary, the AHAT Chair, and the Association 
Membership Secretary.  Also invited to EC meetings are our BBKA Link Trustee, 
the Regional Bee Inspector, the Chair of DARG, and any holders of BBKA National 
Office who are members of DBKA.  So, potentially we can have twenty-nine people 
attending the meetings.  It used to be that each branch had two delegate members, 
but this was reduced several years ago to one per branch in order to make the 
numbers attending more manageable.

You may also be wondering what happens to your annual subscription, only a 
small part of which is retained by your branch?  The subscription rates for 2022 
will be £39 for a registered member.  Of that sum, £21 goes directly to the BBKA to 
fund administrative staff working at the headquarters, to pay the running costs of 
the headquarter buildings, pay BBKA Trustee 
expenses for attending meetings etc and to 
pay for the BBKA news which is sent out to all 
Registered members.  The BBKA subscription 
also pays for public and product liability insurance 
cover.  £2 of your subscription (or more if you 
have more than three hives) pays for BDI 
insurance, which is extremely good value for 
money compared with other insurance quotes.  
Of the £16 left, £4 is used for the administration 
of DBKA, £9.50 goes towards the Beekeeping 
magazine and £2.50 is retained by branches.  In 
addition, the branches receive all of the gift aid, 
which for a registered member who is eligible 

Registered Member's subscription 
breakdown for 2022
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is an additional £9.50.  The £2 increase in subscription, which will take effect from 
December 2021, was voted for at the BBKA Annual Delegates meeting and is to 
cover increasing running costs in the BBKA.

So, what does the EC actually do?  I recently looked back over the last couple of 
years of Executive meeting minutes to answer this.  The EC meets six times a year 
in January, March, May, June, September and November and DBKA has its AGM in 
December.  This last year has been difficult in that we have had to meet virtually on 
Zoom, but none-the-less we have managed to cover most of our normal business.  
We agree the accounts each month and set an annual budget in June.  The 
Treasurer also co-ordinates the Spring and Autumn levy which goes to BBKA and 
the Gift Aid Treasurer ensures that these funds are distributed back to our branches.  
DBKA also co-ordinates AHAT teams, examinations within the county, teaching 
beginners and improvers, and swarm control cascade.  

Since Covid-19, the Devon County show has been cancelled, but normally we have 
a team which organises the Bees and Honey marquee and the Stevenson Trophy 
where branches submit an exhibit about some aspect of beekeeping.  Hopefully the 
DCS will proceed in the first week of July 2021 after lockdown ends.  More recently, 
show organisers have put on a virtual honey show where members can send in 
photographs of exhibits from different classes.  This has proven to be very popular 
and will be repeated this year.  

DBKA is also responsible for disseminating information from BBKA and for feeding 
information back to them via our Link Trustee who just happens to be the BBKA 
Chair, Anne Rowberry.  We also formulate propositions to go forward to the BBKA 
Annual Delegates Meeting in January each year.  Successful propositions will form 
the basis of work for the BBKA to tackle in the coming year.  The General Secretary 
ensures policies and protocols are regularly reviewed and are available on the DBKA 
website as a resource to our branches.  Mike Ticehurst does a great job keeping 
our website up to date and Lilah Killock and her team work tirelessly to produce the 
Beekeeping magazine we all enjoy.

All these tasks are carried out by volunteers who give a considerable amount of 
time and energy to ensuring that the work of the DBKA continues seamlessly.  I 
suppose you could liken it to a beehive, each individual doing their bit for the good of 
the whole organisation.  If you would like to know more about the DBKA EC, or would 
like to observe a meeting, please get in touch and I will send you the Zoom link to our 
next meeting at the end of June.

Enjoy your beekeeping!

We would like supplies of honey and other hive products to sell on your behalf.  
The later dates this year should mean that those who benefit from a rape crop 

should be able to sell a substantial amount of their yield.  
Please see Devon Beekeepers Association website for prices and other information 

about contributing to honey sales.

Devon County Show Honey Sales
Jack Mummery, Honey Sales Co-ordinator
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Update from BeeBase
BeeBase is the name of the Animal and Plant Health 

Agency's (APHA) National Bee Unit website  
(www.nationalbeeunit.com).

The website provides a wide range of apicultural 
information for beekeepers, to help keep their colonies 
healthy and productive. It provides a wide range 

of beekeeping information, such as the activities of the NBU, honey bee related 
legislation, pests and diseases information which includes their recognition and 
control, publications, advisory leaflets and key contacts.

Both new and experienced beekeepers are encouraged to sign up. Knowing 
the distribution of beekeepers and their apiaries across the country helps APHA to 
effectively monitor and control the spread of serious honey bee pests and diseases, 
as well as provide up-to-date information in keeping bees healthy and productive. 

BeeBase is an information resource for beekeepers, but perhaps its main function 
is as a register of beekeepers and their apiaries, which enables inspectors to target 
inspections to apiaries close to disease outbreaks. 

For this register to work, it must be up to date and accurate; NBU inspectors don’t 
want to miss a beekeeper who has just moved into a disease risk area. Beekeepers 
move house, close apiaries, open new ones, increase and decrease their colony 
numbers. Beekeepers often register and then forget to update their records when 
their circumstances change. 

Over winter 2020/21, as a result of feedback, the Beekeeper Personal Records 
functions have been redesigned, made simpler and more interactive, making them 
easier to update. The new layout is much clearer: there are large buttons to ‘Add 
New Apiaries’, ‘Edit Apiary’ and ‘View History’. There is now a map with each apiary 
record, showing the apiary location and you can drag a marker around to ensure the 
apiary is in the correct location.

Also new is a mandatory Varroa Present? tick box – this is in response to the 
new Varroa recording requirement added to the Bee Diseases and Pests Control 
(England) Order 2006. This came into force on 21 April this year and requires 
beekeepers and/or officials to report the presence of Varroa in any of the hives that 
they manage. This amendment will allow us in England to comply with the Animal 
Health Law, which is necessary for future working relationships with the European 
Union. Similar arrangements have been made for Wales and Scotland. 

No action is required from beekeepers already registered with BeeBase – the 
default setting has been set to ‘Yes’, given that Varroa is endemic in the UK (with a 
couple of very specific exceptions).

The incident on the front cover was discovered at the end of the day on 20 May 
in all that blustery weather.  Photo submitted by Tammy Skinner.  NB: Bees were 
unharmed but not happy!

Cover Photo
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Quality supplies 

Neopoll - 1kg pack: £3.95 
               18kg box: £66.00 

(fondant with pollen) 

Neopoll C - 1kg pack - £4.40 
                   18kg box - £79.95 

(double pollen) 

ApiInvert 14kg pail: £29.50 
(inverted sugar syrup) 
 

Insulated Metal 
Roof £28 
(2kg in weight) 

We can also supply individuals, groups and associations with very 
good rates on bulk and wholesale purchases and pallet deliveries. 

www.parkbeekeeping.com       02086 949960       info@parkbeekeeping.com       London       Est. 1985 

Hives • Extractors • Motor Conversions • Filtration • Tools/Sundries • Fondant • Poly Insulated Roofs • Bulk Orders  
plus all other beekeeping needs 

The orange-brown sticky glue that seals the brood box and makes it harder for the 
beekeeper to open the hive is made from the sticky resins of a variety of trees. Poplar 
seems to be the bees' favourite, followed by Birch, Horse Chestnut and a variety of 
Conifers; more have yet to be identified. 

Specialised worker bees collect these resins (propolis) on their back legs as they 
would collect pollen. Like pollen, there is a range of colour, giving an indication of the 
plant source; ochre and orange being the most common which shows some choice 
preference.  

Propolis has often been regarded as a nuisance to the beekeeper, and some have 
even suggested that we try to reduce the bees' efforts to gather propolis by breeding 
strains of bees that do not gather so much of the substance. The Italian bee imported 
by Brother Adam is known to gather less propolis than the native hybrid bees we 
have today.  

One reason we do not see much propolis in the hive is due to the internal smooth 
surfaces.  In the wild, the tree hive would have rough surfaces that the bees would 
fully coat with propolis.  Antimicrobial plant resin is used to prevent pathogens and 
parasites in the hive. Plants secrete these resins, which are insoluble in water, to 
protect injured tissue, sprouting leaf buds and to deter herbivores from eating them. 

Do you remember the sticky buds emerging on the conker tree? Resins are made 

In Defence of the City
Graham Kingham
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up of over 300 substances, 
mainly phenolic; they vary in 
composition from tree to tree and 
between species.

The house bees will mix the 
resin with some wax and saliva 
to make the tough, sticky glue we 
call propolis. 

The word ‘propolis’ is derived 
from the Greek ‘pro’ (in front 
of, at the entrance to) and polis 
(community or city), meaning 
‘before the city’ or ‘in defence of 
the city’.  

Evidence has been found 
that allowing the bees to form 
an envelope of propolis on the 
internal walls helps prevent 
Chalkbrood (Ascophaera apis) 

and American Foulbrood (Paenibacillus larvae). 
There is evidence that propolis loses some of its effectiveness over time. 
In my hives, the bees, using propolis, seem to seal up any gaps between boxes - 

draught-proofing perhaps?

A honeybee arriving with resin, taken from 
A clue on bee glue

Propolis sealed entrance in autumn. The bees have left just three small spaces.

Source. Open access.
Citation: Drescher N, Klein A-M, Schmitt T, Leonhardt SD (2019) A clue on bee glue: New insight 
into the sources and factors driving resin intake in honeybees (Apis mellifera). PLoS ONE 14(2): 
e0210594. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0210594
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homehardware

MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE

FOR ALL YOUR BEEKEEPING NEEDS

At 164 Fore Street, Exeter
Top quality equipment

Hives, frames, foundations and tools.
Main agents for E.H.THORNE

For personal service ring 01392 272877 : Email adamsofcrediton@btinternet.com

ADAMS

The Life of the DBKA General Secretary
Barry Neal

What is the typical life of the DBKA Gen Sec?  Well, the Gen Sec does far more 
than just send out agendas and take minutes.  In fact that is the least attractive part 
of the role!  

The first priority for the Gen Sec is to promote and support the DBKA and its 
members in achieving its aims and objectives.  He or she is the DBKA point of 
contact for the Charity Commission, the Information Commissioner’s Office, BBKA, 
and more.  The key responsibility is the Association’s Governance, which, if not up-
to-date and correct, risks sanction from the Charity Commission.  So, it’s important 
to keep the Association ‘straight’ and the Officers and Delegates in-line.  Yes, they 
can be unruly at times!  The Gen Sec’s interpretation and advice on all aspects of the 
DBKA Governing Document is vital.  DBKA is an Unincorporated Organisation where 
the Trustees are personally liable for what it does and it can’t undertake legal matters 
in its own name.  That is why the Gen Sec is one of two Holding Trustees to act on 
the Association’s behalf; Viv touches on this in her Buzz Word this month.

DBKA Executive Committee (EC) meetings essentially have 2 parts: the ‘formal’ 
side, and the social side where networking takes place over tea, coffee and 
homemade goodies!  The Gen Sec organises those meetings - but, no, does not 
provide the goodies, others do that.  In 2019 we arrived at Meldon Village Hall for 
our EC meeting only to discover that the hall had been double-booked, and the 
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Web: www.beeza.co.uk
Email: info@beeza.co.uk

Tel: 01548 853502 / 07914 002831
5 Frame Nucs
BS National Standard or Commercial 
frames 
South Devon stock, home reared
Overwintered & Spring stock

£170 per nuc
Original VASO Wasp Traps
Reduce wasp attack this year!
We find these very effective in controlling 
wasps around the apiary. We recommend 
using these in conjunction with reducing 
hive entrances. See www.taptrap.com/en/

£5 for “2” traps

BEEZA for May/June/July issues

Martin Pope  <martin@beeza.co.uk>

Need a hand with your bees?

Apiary services
* Complete apiary set up from scratch
* Apiary maintenance & improvement
* Apiary planning & management
* General apiary assistance
* Robust inspections of colonies
* Rejuvenate neglected colonies

We are hobbyists not a business so all 
services can be negotiated on a day rate 

fee basis, reciprocated exchange, barter or 
other fair exchange, for time and travel.

Call Andy & Zoë Mack 
tel.07704767009

email. dbsapiaries@gmail.com

We're in Exmouth

www.De-Bees.co.uk

other organisation had already taken up residence.  With around 20 delegates to 
accommodate some rapid troubleshooting was needed.  Unfortunately, the usual 
alternatives were unavailable.  The Village Hall Secretary then suggested that we 
hold the meeting in his farmhouse where he had plenty of room for us, and plenty of 
chairs, mugs and plates that we needed.  The goodies were waiting!  So that meeting 
was held in a very comfortable farmhouse kitchen and conservatory.  He was given 
some honey as a thank you.  So, you can see there can be a light side to the role. 

 The Gen Sec is responsible for the DBKA Policy Documents, and for the DBKA 
logo as the property of DBKA.  Believe it or not, the Gen Sec’s written permission 
is required for its use.  He or she also has to ensure that all new trustees complete 
the Trustee Disclosure Form and are issued with the Trustee Guidance, and that 
trustees, officers and other members of the EC are issued with a copy of the DBKA 
Governing Document and terms of reference. Ensuring that any DBKA general 
meetings are planned and arranged properly is very important, and the Gen Sec is 
responsible for all DBKA records, inventories, and archived material.

I have been fortunate to be able to visit all our Branches from time-to-time, to get 
up-to-date with local activities, meet members, and to offer any advice that may be 
necessary.  So, if there is anyone out there who has plenty of energy and is up for 
a challenge, a new DBKA Gen Sec will be needed from December this year.  My 
contact details are at the front of the magazine for anyone who is interested.

Look after your bees and stay safe.
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www.northernbeebooks.co.ukwww.northernbeebooks.co.uk

The widest range of 
English language 

bee books 

“the quality quarterly with quarterly quality”

The
BeekeepersQuarterly

The home of

Class 1: A honey label,   Class 2: 4 ornamental objects made of beeswax,   
Class 3: Photograph,  Class 4: Children’s photography, 8 years and under,  
Class 5: Children’s photography, 9-16 years of age,  Class 6: Technical photograph,  
Class 7: An item of beekeeping equipment,  Class 8: A painting or drawing,  
Class 9: Children’s painting or drawing, 8 years and under,  Class 10: Children’s 
painting or drawing 9-16 years of age,  Class 11:  A 3D art object,  Class 12:  Item 
of sewing or embroidery,  Class 13:  Flower arrangement,  Class 14:  A decorated 
planter or wheelbarrow,  Class 15:  Poetry,  Class 16: Children’s poetry, 8 years and 
under,  Class 17: Children’s poetry, 9-16 years,  Class 18: Decorated cupcake,  
Class 19: Poster 

The Virtual Devon Honey Show 2021
The competition is open to all members of the British Beekeeping Association 
and their families.  Entries close 15th September, 2021. All entries are by photograph 
and to be submitted by email to: lizwestcott@me.com  
No entry fee, no prizes.  Certificates for first, second and third places will be emailed 
to the first three places. There is a certificate for the Branch gaining the most points 
overall.  Please put the Class number in the email subject box and remember to say 
which Branch you belong to.  
Results will be published in the November edition of Beekeeping magazine 
and on the DBKA website on 30th September.  All photographs will be posted on 
the Devon Beekeepers’ website and the winners’ photos will be published in this 
magazine. 
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Book Review
Honeybees: A Hive of Information

Rachel West
Honeybees: A Hive of Information (Annotated Anthology) by Graham Kingham

There is so much to know about the honeybee and Graham Kingham's book, 
Honeybees: A Hive of Information, covers a wide scope of facts and figures.  The 
clever title and the cover graphics should give this book broad appeal; it could even 
be a bestseller, being suitable for beekeepers and non-beekeepers alike.  Giving 
insight to anatomy, history, design, gardening and cookery, the book is perfect for 
anyone to dip into, whatever their knowledge and experience of bees.

Split broadly into sections it includes fun facts 
and backs them up with detailed explanations and 
photos, with Graham's own real-life experiences.  
His ability with the microscope provides fascinating 
pictures of individual bee parts and also the pollen 
honey bees bring back to the hive.  

The title includes the words "Annotated Anthology" 
and source material that has been researched is 
referenced allowing those so inclined to look even 
deeper into the subjects covered.   The book goes 
from one topic to another, not unlike a bee collecting 
nectar visiting one flower after another, and resting 
longer in some places for a more concentrated 
study.  

The book demonstrates that honeybees are so 
integral to life on Earth that plenty of other creatures 
appear including the various wasps in Britain, 
bumblebees, wax moths, earwigs, woodpeckers, wood lice and more.  There is even 
an explanation of how viruses exist in a section on honeybee pests and diseases.  
We can find out how plants work in this book, what pollen looks like, the bees' top ten 
and which need avoiding.  There is plenty to interest those of a scientific mind without 
putting off those of us who prefer looking at amazing pictures.

While Honeybees: A Hive of Information delivers fun facts and the results of 
specialist research, the draw of this book is not simply down to its wide scope and 
accessible nature, but that so much relates to Graham Kingham's own interests and 
experiences within and outside the hives in his apiary.  It seems that a honeybee that 
has died at the hive entrance, a jar of honey left too long in the cupboard or being 
stung by wasps, all present Graham with the perfect opportunity to undertake some 
vital honeybee research!  We should all have a copy of this book, and not just the 
beekeepers among us.
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• Usually, queens stop laying eggs before swarming; when checking the brood 
frames as soon as you see new eggs this indicates that the colony is not going to 
swarm and there is no need to look any further.

• Queenlessness is usually caused by the beekeeper doing something wrong.

• After a colony swarms, the virgin queen does not emerge for about 7 days; it then 
takes another 5/6 days for her to become sexually mature and there is about a 
further 21 days' opportunity for her to get mated before she is too old to mate and 
starts to lay only drone eggs.  So after mating she may not start to lay for another 
3 or 4 days. At first the number of eggs will be few and not easy to find, therefore 
it can be up to five weeks before you can see evidence of your new queen.  Many 
new beekeepers will quickly assume that the colony is queenless, so the tip is to 
give the colony sufficient time before re-queening.

• In central England, it was the coldest April for 80 years (source: The Times 4.5.21). 
The Spring has been set back at least two weeks. This has resulted in problems for 
the emerging hibernating queens of bumble bees, wasps and Asian hornets, etc. 
struggling to survive and develop their nests, so it will be interesting to observe their 
development over the summer

• Add another super well before the frames in the existing supers are sealed.  Bottom 
supering will assist the colony’s work as it is warmer directly over the brood box; 
however, most of my colonies are into their third super as I write this in early May, 
so it is less work for me to top super.

• The middle frames in a super are sealed first as it is warmer in the centre 
(chimneying); you can aid the colony be moving the unsealed frames of honey to 
the centre.

• If you are running short of supers or frames, why not select the sealed frames and 
start your extracting early? There is still time to put the wet frames back on the 
colony and they may fill them up again.

• Look at the White Clover flowerheads - they contain many florets.  After pollination 
the florets turn brown and droop; this usually starts from the base of the flower 
head. This indicates when the nectar flow is finished.

• Keep the grass around the colony cut short so that if the queen falls to the ground, 
she can be easily found and recovered.

• My apiary at Westward Ho! is about 70m above sea level. Exmoor goes up to 519m 
at Dunkery Beacon, so be aware that the flowering seasons for our colonies can 
vary by several weeks.

• As the average day temperature approaches 20°C and with a strong colony, 
consider a Shook Swarm procedure.  This will provide disease, Varroa and swarm 
control.  Yes, it is stressful but so is swarming.

Topical Tips
Chris Utting - Master Beekeeper
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Read this Comb

This photograph is Crown Copyright and taken from an edition of the valuable 
guide to Foulbrood Disease published by DEFRA.  As Pollinator is running out of his 
own photographs, if any reader would like to submit a good clear photo for analysis in 
Beekeeping please send a digital copy to the Editor.  If a photo is submitted it should 
include a statement of the date taken and recent weather conditions, to help analysis.

This is an early stage of European Foul Brood (EFB).  Clearly, sharp, concentrated 
observation is needed.  EFB is visible in open, unsealed brood.  Some cells in this 
example contain a disintegrated mess of material.  This is probably larvae in an 
advanced state of decomposition, but if few in number these are easily overlooked.  

Good healthy larvae at the age shown should be clearly segmented and curled in a 
compact, even C-shape.  Several larvae here have a distended middle region or with 
an extra-large gap between the head and tail ends. Every beekeeper should be very 
familiar with healthy, pearly white, clearly segmented and well-shaped larvae. (The 
colour in this photo is not accurate.)  

Don’t forget, it’s compulsory to report even a suspicion of EFB to your local Bee 
Inspector.  Each Inspector has seen more colonies in a season than most of us see 
in a lifetime.  They have a good eye for the abnormal and the testing apparatus to 
verify any suspicions.  A free government service with one-to-one, over-your-own-
hive training.  How good is that?

  Pollinator 
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On at Exeter Northcott Theatre

The Honey Man
Thursday 24 June - Saturday 3 July

Directed by Alix Harris
The absorbing tale of an unlikely friendship that develops between an ageing 

West Indian recluse, living in a derelict cottage and tending his bees at the edge of 
a picture-postcard English village, and Misty, the fiery, sixteen year old heir to the 
nearby manor house, who bursts into his life one summer and turns his world upside 
down.

It’s a story of growing up and growing old, of individual responsibility and shared 
history, of two worlds joined by a painting, and (just possibly) a little magic.

“You don’t always have to leave to change a thing. Sometimes the best way is to 
stay and change things where you is.”

Small ads (up to 100 words) placed in Beekeeping magazine are free to members of 
DBKA.  Ads will automatically cease after one insertion.  Repeated advertisements 
(up to a maximum of three months total) only by separate negotiation with the 
team on ads@devonbeekeepers.org.uk.  Ads will automatically go onto the Devon 
Beekeepers’ website where they will cease after six months unless the Webmaster is 
requested to remove them earlier.

For Sale

Bee equipment for sale: 
2 x Double Beehive Stand - £15 each, Solar Wax Extractor - £80. 
If you are interested, please give Bill a ring on Plymouth (01752) 404184
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The Right to Life
Jeremy Barnes

Greta Thunberg is familiar to most of us, not least when in 2019, aged 16, she was 
named Person of the Year by Time Magazine.  Less well known is Carlos Roberto 
Mejía Chacón, even as the impact of his actions influences some one hundred 
countries globally. His story, and its implications, are told by the environmental 
journalist Katarina Zimmer.

In a small town near San José, the capital of Costa Rica, and in the absence 
of a proper waste management system, locals would throw their garbage into a 
nearby stream.  In 1992, Carlos Chacón, then 10-years old and with help from 
his family, filed an appeal with Costa Rica’s constitutional chamber against the 
local municipality. Allowing the stream to be used as a garbage dump, he argued, 
violated the human right to life, which requires adequate living conditions and clean 
waterways.

One year later the chamber ordered the municipality to clear up the garbage and 
start managing residents’ waste properly. But the judges came to a much deeper 
recognition; a clean and healthy environment is a basis of human life, and, like food, 
work, housing and education, an all-round healthy environment is a human right.  
Two years later this right was written into Costa Rica’s constitution, subsequently 
reverberating through the country’s landscape and culture, as was only too evident 
when Mary and I were fortunate to visit several years ago.  It was apparent not 
only in the countryside itself, but even more so in the pride the people take in their 
environment.  At no time, for example, did we see the kind of roadside trash that is all 
too common in the US. Rather, 98% of Costa Rica’s energy comes from renewable 
sources, one quarter of its land is protected as national reserves and large swathes 
of once-degraded land have been reforested. Individual lawsuits have ruled that 
the killing of the endangered green sea turtle is unconstitutional, as is felling the 
mountain almond tree, which is critical habitat for the endangered great green 
macaw, and moratoria have been placed on oil exploration and open-pit mining. 
Ecotourism has become a major source of income for the country. 

In Slovenia, a country with abundant greenery and extensive recycling programmes 
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(I recall vividly being startled to see a cigarette butt on a trail to a remote waterfall), 
the right to a clean and healthy environment has shaped the country's mentality 
towards nature, as evidenced by an education system which includes extensive 
curricula on sustainability.  Our young guide when we visited the botanical gardens 
in the capital, Ljubljana, was intimately aware of the pollinating potential of all the 
plants she showed us, and the gardens were full of groups of young schoolchildren 
examining the local flora. 

Since the right's first mention in the Stockholm Declaration in 1972 – a result of 
the first major environmental conference – some 110 countries have written it into 
their constitutions, recognising that human welfare and the natural world are closely 
linked, to the point that nature, in the form of clean and balanced ecosystems, rich 
biodiversity and a stable climate, is a keystone of a dignified human existence.  
Today, in Latin American and African countries in particular, and to its credit, India, 
the right to a healthy environment has created a powerful bulwark against a rising 
tide of habitat destruction.  But some of the world's richest nations – the UK, United 
States, China and Japan – lag behind, as has the United Nations.

In the US, the Declaration of Independence famously mentions three rights 
which human beings possess by birth or by nature - life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness. No one may rightfully be denied these things, nor, since they are 
"unalienable," may they be rightfully surrendered.  Yet the same document does not 
mention the right to clean air, or clean water or untainted food …

As with other human rights, there's an implementation gap.  In South Africa, for 
example, where the right is written into its progressive constitution of 1996, the 
country remains starkly unequal.  Nelson Mandela famously said in 1994 that to 
educate every child in the country would require the building of one school per day 
for the rest of the century.  That was doable; what was not attainable, after three 
centuries of effective apartheid, was finding the teachers to staff them.  South Africa 
has some of the world’s most polluted air, many communities suffer from respiratory 
diseases and few people have the resources to go to court to enforce their 
constitutional rights, even as the right to a healthy environment allows courts to hold 
violators responsible. 

Human rights, it is often said, have their roots in wrongs. The UN Declaration on 
Human Rights in 1948 emerged out of the ashes of the Second World War at a time 
when a global environmental crisis was unforeseeable; the US Civil Rights Act of 
1964 came out of the turmoil of the 50’s and 60’s, after people of all races had fought 
and died to oppose fascism only to face entrenched racism at home; and it feels like 
the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act (2021) will be recognised as a lodestar after 
the many accusations of police atrocities in the last two decades, in particular. 

As beekeepers we argue for a healthy environment for honey bees because of their 
value to the environment and in particular to many of our food sources.  It might be 
more effective to make that argument more expansive and advocate for the rights of 
all living things, ourselves included, to a healthy environment, not least clean air and 
water. 

That way we all benefit, not least the honey bees. 
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Training Opportunities
Lilah Killock

BBKA have announced that they are planning to hold training courses at their 
Stoneleigh base this summer.   Real courses with actual attendees!  The courses 
announced so far are Basic and Advanced Queen Rearing courses in July, and 
both General and Advanced Husbandry Training at the end of July and beginning 
of August.  More details of these courses can be found at https://www.bbka.org.uk/
pages/shop/department/training-courses.

Of course there are first-class training courses on offer nearer home.  
Buckfast Abbey 

Every beekeeper has heard about Buckfast Abbey, the home of the Buckfast bee, 
but many don't know that it has been building a reputation for beekeeping workshops 
and training since 2010. The Beekeeping Education Department is run by Devon 
members, Clare Densley and Martin Hann, and is housed at Buckfast Abbey in the 
purpose-built Buckfast Barn.

Recently the training on offer has been affected by 
restrictions due to Covid-19, and Clare and Martin have 
been working hard to clear the backlog of commitments 
to last year's students as well as embracing technology 
and adapting their lessons and workshops to enable 
them to be delivered to more learners via Zoom. During 
the pandemic they have been in demand to give talks 
to Beekeeping Associations not only in Devon, but 
throughout the country, and even internationally.  All the 
while, they have been kept very busy caring for the thirty 
to forty bee colonies housed at the Abbey.   

There is usually a course for Beginners held in the 
Spring, but the bulk of their provision is firmly targeted at 

existing beekeepers' who want to improve their skills with courses and workshops 
geared at people who may have done a traditional course in beekeeping, but 
now want to expand their new-found 
knowledge and learn alongside other 
beekeepers - the aim is always to work to 
compliment and support the work done 
by the Branches.  In the past, courses 
and workshops were a combination of 
theory and practical work mixed together, 
but now that Clare and Martin have seen 
the advantages of using Zoom for the 
theory element, it may be that courses 
can be opened up to more people.  Both 
of them argue that online learning should 
not be viewed as a second-rate cheap The welcoming interior of the Buckfast Barn

Clare and Martin
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For Sale
5 Frame Nuclei

Over wintered nuclei in strong non -
returnable corex travelling nuc boxes

BS National brood frames
Easy to handle dark British bees

2020 Queen marked Blue
Available for collection from end

of March (weather permitting) - £160.00
Hives of bees £260.00

Contact :-
Michael Symons

Marston Lodge
Taddyforde Estate
New North Road
Exeter, EX4 4AT

Telephone 01392 412249
Mobile 07795466130

Email mesymons@yahoo.co.uk

www.thebeeshop.co.uk

Quality Beekeeper 
Clothing 

At Affordable Prices

Full Suits, 
Smocks, Bee Vests & 

Veils 
Full Adult Beekeeper Suit  
from £55 (free postage)

Email: 
michaeljohnduckett@gmail.com

alternative to face-to-face lessons and that it is still possible to build up a group 
rapport.

Workshops work well because participants don't have to commit to weekly 
attendance; they can just pick and choose the topics of interest.  It must be said 
that many people keep coming back.  Perhaps they really enjoy the social aspect of 
learning with other beekeepers in the Buckfast Barn, or are in awe at how "at one" 
with the bees Claire and Martin are, which in turn puts attendees in a relaxed and 
receptive state to get the most from the training.

 Workshops coming up (all on a Saturday afternoon at 2pm) include: 
Handling and Hygiene 5 June
Seasonal Management: Summer 12 June
Queen Introduction 10 July
Sex and the Wanton Virgin Queen 24 July
Harvesting Honey 31 July
Varroa 21 August
Seasonal Management: Autumn 4 September
What the Books Don’t Tell You and  
Why Bees Change Their Minds 13 November 

Zoom workshops cost from £2.50.
Contact Clare Densley on cdensley@buckfast.org.uk for full details and to book 

a place.  She is also happy to provide you with the list of talks that the Department 
provides.
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Blackbury Honey Farm

For beekeepers who've had at least 
three years' experience, do look at the 
courses on offer at Blackbury Honey 
Farm near Colyton in East Devon. 
Blackbury Honey Farm is the base for 
Ken and Dan Basterfield's commercial 
beekeeping activities, for queen raising, 
and for teaching, and it has excellent 
facilities on-site including a classroom, 
laboratory, and teaching apiary.  A 
range of courses are run here, including 
weekend courses which cover a specific 
area of beekeeping practice, skills, 
or knowledge.  If you are interested 
in gaining a qualification, the material 
covered will be of great help to your 
studies.  

It is a great opportunity to meet beekeepers from all over the country and abroad, 
although this year, travelling restrictions have meant international students have had 
to cancel.  That's good news for us though as it means some last-minute places have 
become available.

Some two-day courses coming up.  £125 per course place, which includes tuition, 
materials, refreshments, and lunch.

9 and 10 June  Queen Raising including all the key practical elements of a queen 
raising programme. 

18 and 19 September  Honey Bee Behaviour explores such things as seasonal 
population variation, communication mechanisms, foraging behaviour and 
organisation, workload distribution, reproduction, and swarming.  

9 and 10 October  Anatomy and Dissection - study, explore and gain an 
understanding of honeybee anatomy and learn the techniques required to carry 
out successful dissection.  

Full details of all these courses and information on how to book your place can be 
found at: www.advancedbeekeeping.org.uk where you will also find details of the 
week-long summer school, a residential course for experienced beekeepers, due to 
be held in the week 27June - 2 July.

It's also possible to benefit from a programme of webinars on twenty practical 
beekeeping topics including processing honey and beeswax, queen rearing, swarm 
control, tools and gadgets, planning for the season, and reading bees.  The webinars 
cost £3.50 and can be accessed both live as they happen (when you can participate 
in question and answer sessions), and watched again as replays later, or to catch up 
with past sessions.

We are getting back to hands-on training opportunities and they are likely to be 
popular.  So why not look at what's on offer around the county and sign up and 
expand your knowledge of beekeeping?

A practical session at Blackbury Farm
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The government has published up-to-date data about the use of the farming land 
in the southwest region; this includes Cornwall, Devon Somerset, Wiltshire, Dorset, 
Gloucestershire, Bristol and Bath.

Over 57% of the land usage is for milk production, plants, flowers, meat and 
poultry. Grazing land makes up another 36%. (Please note the figures have been 
rounded up to simplify the chart.)

The chart below shows the approximate percentage of plants grown.

What's on the Menu?
Graham Kingham

The next chart shows the livestock land usage. Note that 90% are grazing animals, 
leaving little or no flowers behind after feeding.

The chart on the right shows the distribution of farms by type as a percentage of 
the farmed area.
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Product Distribution Usage
Cereals 20% Food crops for animals/humans
General cropping 10% Silage
Livestock grazing 50% Grasslands
Horticulture 10% Food crops
Dairy 10% Barns

What can we conclude from these figures?
The present-day farming methods are under review; they have not been updated 

since after the Second World War.
Awareness of wildflowers and hedgerow management, together with carbon 

dioxide controls and the planting of more trees, should all help to encourage insects 
and wildlife.  As these figures do not include other types of land usage regarding 
wildlife, we can only guess at how pollinators make a living. 

The summary above does seem rather concerning regarding insect feeding!  Take 
a look around your area within a three-mile radius of your hives, note the number 
of stores they have at any one time of the year and decide if they have enough 
supplies. Have you put too many hives in one area for the amount of food available?

 Professor Seeley noted that wild bees prefer to site their hives at least a quarter of 
a mile apart from the next one.

Source: Defra. https://bit.ly/3saaWwV
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Diary Dates
Events that are not online will, of course, only proceed if coronvirus restrictions allow.  
Check with Branch Secretaries before attending.  Contact details are: 

East Devon eastdevonbk.co.uk 01404 841629

Exeter exeterbeekeepers.org.uk 01392 832956

Holsworthy holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk 01237 440165

Newton Abbot nabk.org.uk rmountford@fordergardens.co.uk

North Devon northdevonbees.org secretary@northdevonbees.org

Okehampton okehamptonbee.co.uk 01363 82361

Plymouth plymouthbeekeepers.btck.co.uk 01752 338279

Tavistock events.tavistockbeekeepers@gmail.com 07709 977646

Tiverton tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk 01363 860252

Torbay tbbk.co.uk 01803 844804

Totnes & Kingsbridge totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com 01803 866028

June
Tue 1 7:00pm Plymouth Improvers/Social Meeting The Importance of Nucs/

the June Gap/Summer Management via Zoom
Fri 4 5:00pm

Exeter
The Healthy Bee Conference, via Zoom.  See 
Branch website for details.  Free.  Booking via 
Eventbrite.  Numbers are limited.

Sat 5 4:00pm
Sun 6 4:00pm
July
Fri 2 - 
Sun 4

All Day DBKA DBKA Honey Show (Bees and Honey Marquee, 
The Showfield, Westpoint, Exeter)

August
Thur 5 - 
Fri 6

All Day East Devon/
Exeter

Bees & Honey Show (The Showground, Honiton)
See Back Cover

 

Friday 4th June 5pm – 6pm 
1) Course Introductions 
2) The life of a Bee Inspector 
3) I wish beekeepers would do this!

Devon Beekeepers Association  
and  

The National Bee Unit  
present via Zoom

The Healthy Bee Conference

Saturday 5th June 4pm – 6pm 
4) Managing Bee Diseases  
5) Managing Varroa without chemicals
6) Q & A
Fun Quiz to be completed overnight
Sunday 6th June 4pm – 6pm
 7) Exotic pests are they a risk!
 8) Let’s talk about the quiz
 9) Q & A
10) Conclusion

All Beekeepers are welcome.   Book your free place on Eventbrite
Numbers are limited. See Exeter BKA website for details.
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The 130th Honiton Agricultural 
Show

The Showground, EX14 3AW 
Thursday 5th August
& Friday 6th August 

A great day out for all the family 
Mingle among the animals 

Visit Bees and Honey 
Visitor tickets must be purchased in advance

(limited numbers)
Enter the honey, wax, etc competitions 

(no cookery)
Details on DBKA, Exeter and East Devon websites  


