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END OF SEASON

SALE NOW ON
Head to www.beekeeping.co.uk to discover great
deals on beekeeping seconds and tools!
All our cosmetic seconds come flat packed.

NATIONAL SECONDS
t

National Super.
Was £37.36 NOW £31.75

t

National Hive Stand.
Was £17.21 NOW £14.63

t

National Brood
Chamber. Was
£45.86 NOW £41.27

WBC SECONDS
t

WBC Lift
Was £33.96
NOW £28.86

t

t

WBC Brood Chamber
Was £27.63
NOW £23.48

WBC Super
Was £19.76 NOW £17.79

FRAME SECONDS

SAVE ON BEEKEEPING
ESSENTIALS

B.S DN4 Hoffman
Type Self Spacing
Brood Frames x50
(Flat Pack)
Was £73.53
NOW £44.12

t

Swan Neck Hive Tool
Was £11.50 NOW £5.75

t
Frames x50 (Flat Pack)
Was £73.53 NOW £36.76

t

t B.S SN4 Hoffman Super

UP TO
50%
OFF

Etna Large Stainless
Steel Smoker 7 "x 4"
Was £45.95 NOW £22.98

AND MUCH MORE!
Visit Our Website
www.beekeeping.co.uk

0344 326 2010

info@beekeeping.co.uk

Hameldown Rd, Exeter Rd Ind Estate, Okehampton EX20 1UB
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Buzz Word
Viv Thorn, Chair DBKA
The golden days of late summer are upon us and I hope
you have now been able to harvest your honey and have
fed your bees and treated for varroa ready for the winter.
More than ever, now is the time of year to be on the lookout
for Asian hornets. It is Asian Hornet awareness week from
6th to 12th September and Simon O’Sullivan, Devon’s
AHAT Co-ordinator, is planning a Zoom meeting on
Wednesday 8th September at 7 pm. Simon has asked Bob
Hogg from Jersey to give the talk which I can assure you
will be very informative and entertaining. As you will know,
Jersey has had more than their fair share of Asian Hornets
and we can learn a lot from their approach to this pest.
Also coming up is the Virtual Devon Honey Show at the beginning of October.
Closing dates for entries are 15th September, so get your cameras out and get
snapping. This is the second time the Virtual Honey Show has run, open to all
members of BBKA and their families, so it’s a great way to involve children or
grandchildren in the art of beekeeping. All entries are by photograph and there are no
entry fees and no prizes. The classes, nineteen in all, can be found on the DBKA
website. Even if you are a seasoned beekeeper or a complete beginner, there will be
something you can take part in, so have a go!
I am shortly going to attend the South West Beekeeping Forum which is currently
chaired by our President, Tony Lindsell. The Forum has members from all over the
southwest from Bristol in the north to Hampshire in the east and brings together the
views of many thousands of beekeepers. At this next meeting, we will be discussing
possible BBKA Annual Delegate Meeting propositions. This is a very valuable
discussion as it can bring about a large body of support (or not) for the Association
formulating the proposition. The whole of next year’s agenda for discussion in the
BBKA is predicated on the propositions passed by delegates at the ADM, so if
beekeepers want something to change at a national level, a successful proposition at
the ADM is the way to do it. Honey adulteration will be one of the topics we will be
discussing. If you have something that you want the BBKA to act on, then now is the
time to get in touch with me.
Most Branches have now opened up their apiaries and are teaching our newer
members which is great news after our months of isolation. Branches will also be
planning their winter programme of talks. These are usually advertised at the back of
the Beekeeping magazine and are open to any Devon member, but please contact
the local Branch Secretary to say you would like to attend as numbers may be limited
and also some Branches may be holding these meetings via Zoom.
Now is the time to reflect on your beekeeping year, what went well and what didn’t
go so well. It’s also time to start planning for next season. Think about what you want
to achieve and what you will need to do to bring that to fruition. Start to think about

152
cleaning your spare equipment, repairing and storing over the winter. It’s much nicer
to do this on a warmish autumn day than in the middle of January!
Our own AGM will be coming up in December and we are still looking for a General
Secretary for DBKA. You do not need to have been part of a Branch committee to
fulfil this role as full training will be given and lots of support. You just need a little
spare time, good organisational skills and a lot of common sense. If you would like to
find out more about the General Secretary's role, please contact me.

The Downing Bowl 2021
Jean French, Award Winner for 2020
This magnificent silver bowl is presented
annually at the DBKA AGM.The award has been
made since 1965 and is presented to the DBKA
member who is considered to have contributed
most to the Association in recent years; both at
County Association level as well as for their
Branch. It is a rule that it’s not awarded to the
same person more than once. On four previous
occasions it has been awarded to a husband
and wife team.
The decision as to who should receive this prestigious award is decided by the
Award Committee, made up of the current and the two previous years' recipients. The
panel does not suggest names themselves but choose from those given to them.
Every nomination will be considered and all names are kept confidential.
Please send nominations and detailed citations to Jean French via email
JeanFrench1957@yahoo.co.uk or by post to her at 5 Pinewood close, Plympton,
Plymouth PL7 2DW, to arrive no later than Friday 12th November 2021.

Upcoming Vacancies on the EC
Can you help? Barry Neal, General Secretary, has moved to East Hampshire
and DBKA need to replace him at the AGM in December. If you have a few hours in
the week to spare and would like to be involved in the day-to-day business of the
Association, this could be your chance to play a part in the beekeeping life of the
county.
We are looking for a new Editor of this magazine in 2022 to replace Lilah Killock.
The role necessitates communicating with beekeepers all over the county, collecting
material, and spending some hours each month putting the magazine together. It’s a
great way to get to know beekeepers and, along the way, improve your own
beekeeping knowledge.
Both the General Secretary and the Editor are members of the EC, the body that
governs the goings-on of Devon Beekeepers, so by taking on one of these roles you
can make a contribution to County decisions.
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What’s Happening Here?
This picture was taken about
6 pm on a warm evening in June
this year. The bee is chewing brace
comb on an excluder which had
been left on top of an empty hive
and forgotten about by the
beekeeper for a week. The wax is
warm enough for the bee to easily
mould and it seems to be packing it
into its corbiculae. The beekeeper
comments: “It's either a positive
picture showing that bees will
scavenge when needed - it's the
time of the June gap hereabouts so they are not too busy. Or it's a negative picture
because it shows how easy it is to potentially spread disease.”
Pollinator agrees that fresh wax and comb bits left around the apiary have potential
for disease spread. Investigating foragers would be seeking honey or propolis. They
are not adapted to foraging for wax which is never found naturally outside the hive.
Inside the hive, wax is transported using their mandibles and leg tools directly.
Evidence so far suggests the corbiculae are only used to carry propolis and pollen
from external sources.

FOR ALL YOUR BEEKEEPING NEEDS

ADAMS

homehardware
At 164 Fore Street, Exeter
Top quality equipment
Hives, frames, foundations and tools.

Main agents for E.H.THORNE
MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE
For personal service ring 01392 272877 : Email adamsofcrediton@btinternet.com
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Asian Hornet Awareness Week
September 6 - 10, 2021
Simon O’Sullivan, DBKA AHAT Co-ordinator
Late summer is the time of year when our bees can be vulnerable to wasp attack. It
is now that we are more likely to spot an Asian hornet (yellow-legged hornet) possibly
hawking outside one of our hives. See the back cover for an illustration.
I am hoping by now, if your AHAT (Asian Hornet Action Team) has have been
successful, you are aware of the potential devastating problems for our bees and all
our pollinating insects if the Asian hornet becomes established in this country.
Please use these days in September to focus and check. One of the reasons why
the hornet has not managed to get a foothold on mainland UK is because of
beekeepers and, increasingly, members of the public being able to identify and report
possible sightings. Last year was a quiet year - only one AH nest was identified and
destroyed. Let us hope this year will be as quiet. The cold and then wet start to the
year which was bad for our bees, was hopefully bad for any over-wintering AH
queens, but we must not get complacent. Jersey is reporting high levels of sightings
which could indicate that last
year was a good breeding year
in France. This may also have a
knock-on effect for us.
How can you help?
Put out a bait station and
observe what comes; your AHAT
should have a supply of
attractant.
Check your local noticeboards:
make sure they all carry an AH
identification poster. Your Branch
AHAT Co-ordinator should have
a supply.

Asian hornet on bait station

Educate the public. Talk about hornets and show them pictures. Being able to spot
the difference between our native hornet (Vespa crabro) and Asian hornet (Vespa
velutina) is essential.
SEE IT, SNAP IT, SEND IT
Remember without evidence the authorities will not act. A photograph or sample
insect is essential.
Please volunteer to be a member of your Branch’s Asian Hornet Action Team
(AHAT). The time may come when we need to support the NBU in their tracking of
AH nests. Check out the AH exercise on the BBKA website. It is a very
straightforward assessment, Completion of this means you will be covered by
insurance if helping out with an incursion.
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Melanin, the Protector
Graham Kingham
Both insects and mammals produce melanin, a brown pigment, albeit by different
chemical methods in their bodies.
Humans use melanin for a protective role against the sun’s UVA/ UVB harmful rays,
hence the reason we tan. It is also used in skin, eye and hair colour.
The insect world uses melanin in three distinct ways, first in sclerotisation of the
cuticle, transforming the soft pale cuticle outer shell into the hard exoskeleton. Failure
to harden and dry would result in death by
dehydration and lack of support for the internal
muscles to connect to.
In the bee, melanin is responsible for the
black and reddish-brown pigments in the
exoskeleton. Melanin derives from the
Greek word melas meaning black.

A worker bee showing dark pigmentation
due to melanin.

The second is immunity. The exoskeleton is
the first line of defence, providing an outer
barrier: if bacteria, viruses, parasites or fungus
gain entry through ingestion or wounds the
melanin is then formed by specialist cells,
which coat their outer surfaces and prevent
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growth by encapsulating and suffocating
the pathogens. It also supports the
healing of tissue injury.
Thirdly, melanin acts as a healing
agent in wounds, by forming clots at the
site, preventing haemolymph loss from
bleeding.

A dissected head of a worker bee with Chronic
Bee Paralysis Virus, the red arrow indicating
melanin surrounding some pathogens in the
tubes connecting the hypopharyngeal gland to
the mouth. The colour is visible to the naked
eye. X 40 Magnification.

The images on the left show melanin
inaction in a deceased worker bee taken from the Exeter apiary that
showed signs of Chronic Bee Paralysis
Virus (CBPV). Research has shown that
both the hypopharyngeal glands and
mandible glands can also become
infected with this pathogen.
Not everything is as clear as it might
be. The presence of brown pigment can
either be normal (physiological) or
pathological in tissues. If these
structures are not usually pigmented in
the bee, then it could represent
melanisation.
Although CBPV is mainly considered
to be neurotropic (targeting brain and
ganglia), it has also been described in
the mandibular and hypopharyngeal
glands in past scientific papers.

Dissected gland showing melanin congregation
in the tube connecting to the ducts.
X 100 Magnification.

It is difficult to know for sure in the
images whether the melanin is directly
forming around an infectious agent or if
it is a secondary process, eg to stagnant
secretory material, debris or even an
opportunistic ascending infectious agent
which has 'climbed up' the duct.
My thanks go to Doctor Chris
Palgrave, one of the British Bee Vet
team, for his help and advice. (Chris is
now a member of the Exeter
beekeeping group.)
All images by Graham Kingham

An enlarged image showing melanin surrounding
possible pathogens, surrounded by the duct
channels on either side. Coloured filter used to
enhance images. X 400 Magnification.

NB: Graham Kingham’s latest book
Honeybee Anatomy Brought to Life is
now available from Northern Bee Books.
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The Virtual Devon Honey Show 2021
Don’t forget to get your entries in by 15th September 2021. All entries are by
photograph and to be submitted by email to: lizwestcott@me.com
Please put the Class number in the email subject box and remember to say which
Branch you belong to. There is a certificate for the Branch gaining the most points
overall.
The competition is open to all members of BBKA Beekeepers and their families.
There’s no entry fee and no prizes, but there are certificates for first, second and third
places. Certificates will be emailed to the winners.
Results will be published in the November edition of Beekeeping magazine
and on the DBKA website on 30th September. All photographs will be posted on the
Devon Beekeepers’ website and photographs of the winning entries will be published
in this magazine.
Class 1:
Class 2:
Class 3:
Class 4:
Class 5:
Class 6:
Class 7:
Class 8:
Class 9:
Class 10:
Class 11:
Class 12:
Class 13:
Class 14:
Class 15:
Class 16:
Class 17:
Class 18:
Class 19:

A honey label
4 ornamental objects made of beeswax
Photograph
Full details of all the classes:
Children’s photography, 8 years and under requirements, judges, etc, can
be found on the Devon
Children’s photography, 9-16 years of age
Beekeepers’ website:
Technical photograph
www.devonbeekeepers.org.uk
An item of beekeeping equipment
A painting or drawing
Children’s painting or drawing, 8 years and under
Children’s painting or drawing, 9-16 years of age
A 3D art object
Item of sewing or embroidery
Flower arrangement
A decorated planter or wheelbarrow
Poetry
Children’s poetry, 8 years and under
Children’s poetry, 9-16 years
Decorated cupcake
Poster

Topical Tips
Chris Utting - Master Beekeeper
It is not essential to filter honey. You may use a ‘ripener’; this is a tank that is high
and narrow. If extracted honey is stored in the tank at room temperature for about
three days the natural density of the honey allow the bits of wax etc to rise to float on
the surface leaving a clear honey ready for bottling. Fine filtering reduces the quality.
How do you know that your honey jar is clean? Examine it over a bright white
surface under a strong light and the unclean jar will be more easily spotted.
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Is there a pound of honey in a pound jar? A useful guide is to get the level of the
honey above the lower rim of the lid. A more accurate method is to first take your
scales to the local friendly shopkeeper. His scales will have been professionally
checked. So compare your scales against the shopkeeper’s.
When preparing a National colony for winter I always leave a super full of honey as
winter stores. I place the super below the brood box. In the Spring I always find that
the super is empty and the queen is laying in the brood box.
Because England is located between an ocean and a continent the climate is
always unpredictable. If you chat to German or Swiss beekeepers, for example, they
will tell you that they have four clear seasons over a 12-month period. So we must
prepare for the worst winter. There is no excuse for a colony that is allowed to starve.
If it is necessary to feed a colony, I have used ‘Ambrosia’ syrup for the last few
years. Although it is more expensive than sugar syrup it has several advantages. It
has been ‘inverted’ and is therefore readily assimilated by the colony without the
need to convert from sucrose. It will not granulate or ferment. The colony prefers it to
sugar syrup. There is no need to mix up and dissolve sugar into a syrup. It is used
by many well known beekeepers including the National Bee Unit.
Look out for an attack by the Asian hornet; after all the discussion about baits the
best bait is a hive of honey bees.

For Sale and Wanted
Small ads (up to 100 words) placed in Beekeeping magazine are free to members of
DBKA. Ads will automatically cease after one insertion. Repeated advertisements
(up to a maximum of three months total) only by separate negotiation with the team
on ads@devonbeekeepers.org.uk. Ads will automatically go onto the Devon
Beekeepers’ website where they will cease after six months unless the Webmaster is
requested to remove them earlier.
Original VASO Wasp Traps: Reduce wasp attack this year! We find these very
effective in controlling wasps around the apiary. We recommend using these in
conjunction with reducing hive entrances. See www.taptrap.com/en/ £5 for “2” traps.
Email Martin Pope: martin@beeza.co.uk
Heavy duty hive stands - both double and single - which
really help if prone to any back problems. Cost to
members is £65 double and £40 single! They are
constructed using pressure treated timber and the double
hive stand has foldaway legs for easy transport/storage.
Please email joanbisseker@hotmail.co.uk for further
details.

WANTED
WBC hive in any condition. Contact Rod Saffery on rodsaffery@gmail.com
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Honiton Show
Janie Smallridge and Chris Carr
Due to the need to limit
numbers in the Showground
because of Covid, this year’s
Show was held over two days both wet and muddy - and there
were no cookery classes or live
bees.
For Chris Carr, a member of
Exeter Branch, this was his first
Show and he describes his
experience thus:
On my very early arrival at the
Bees and Honey marquee, I
Honey Sales
couldn’t help but notice the
happy buzz coming from the people setting up the stalls. As I looked around, I
recognised some familiar faces. I’d only met my fellow committee members on Zoom,
so it was great to meet them face-to-face at last.
I handed my entry form to the Competition Secretary for my contribution to the
honey show. I entered Class 17 and 19 (The Robin Kirkcaldy Memorial Cup) Novice
Level. I felt both nervous and excited as I had only taken up beekeeping the year
before.
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Jack Mummery, Show Judge, with the Decorated Supers and, on right, judging the
Frame for Extraction class, and below, the Set Honey Class

Time had run away from me and I had to scoot
to get the honey off the frames and into the jars.
(I was actually away camping in the days before
the show.) I had received some strong and
persistent encouragement to enter so was
reluctant to let people down.
The show was well attended and it was great
to see so many members of the public visiting
the Bees and Honey Marquee. The rain could
not dampen the fun and I thoroughly enjoyed the
vibrant atmosphere.
The best was yet to come. I was delighted to
discover that I had won two first prizes for Novice
Honey and the Robin Kirkcaldy Memorial Cup
was coming home with me.
The picture on the left shows
Val Pelham presenting the
Evelyn Pelham Award to Mike
Walters, Competition Secretary,
on behalf of Gerald Pelham,
husband of the late Evelyn, who
generously donated the silver
salver in her memory.
The Award is for Class 8 in
the honey competition, 6
matching jars of honey for sale.
Evelyn preferred to enter this
class and was the holder of two
Blue Ribbons from past Honey
Shows.
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Rowcroft Hospice Apiary
Mike Ticehurst and Lilah Killock
Rowcroft Hospice in Torquay provides end of
life care for patients and their families, and
relies on the support of thousands of volunteers
and fundraisers.
The apiary at Rowcroft was set up seven
years ago by Torbay Branch members Rob
Frost and Alan Barrett with the aim of providing
the hospice with honey for sale. Their ambition
was to put thousands of jars of Rowcroft honey
on the breakfast and tea tables around Torbay
and beyond, to make people aware of the work
the hospice does and to encourage businesses
and individuals to support it.

Alan Barrett and Rob Frost

Rob and Alan also want to raise the
public's awareness of the emerging crisis
due to the loss of pollinators through
global warming and the use of
pesticides: a decline globally of 70 per
cent. (Twenty to thirty years ago, any
motorway journey would end with a
windscreen covered in flying insects of
all descriptions, but not now.)

Wild flower garden at Rowcroft

Rob and Alan are taking steps to
educate the next generation about the
rapidly changing environment. They plan
to provide talks and demonstrations for
small groups of children and their
parents during the holidays, expanding

COME & VISIT US AT
OUR DEVON BRANCH
OPENING HOURS
Monday to Saturday
10am to 5pm
Closed Bank Holidays
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these to small groups of schoolchildren
during term time to link in with the current
environmental curriculum. This will be
done away from the main apiary with
pictures, puzzles, Q & A presentations,
games and a demonstration glass hive.
The Rowcroft estate, originally
comprising 22 acres, was once,
ironically, owned by the Wills family from
Bristol, manufacturers of a well-known
brand of cigarettes. It now consists of
four acres of land covered in shrubs and
Some of the hives at the Rowcroft Apiary
flower gardens, making it a peaceful and
restful location for those needing end of
life care, therapy and education after a life-changing diagnosis or the loss of a loved
one, and provides an ideal setting for an
apiary.
Currently there are 25 colonies at the
Rowcroft Apiary. This year the volunteer
base has gone from 4 to 14 (on a good day)
with a wide range of beekeeping
experience. Both Rob and Alan and many of
the ‘newbees’ received their initial training
through the courses provided by Torbay
Branch.
The apiary ethos is one of a social group
doing a hobby. Everyone is enthusiastic,
At work in the apiary
friendly and motivated due to the nature of
the task in hand. It ticks all the boxes: helping a worthy cause that is needed by all;
helping the environment through practice and education; doing something that is
extremely interesting and that requires constant learning and adaptation; working
with an amazing group of people who share ideas and are willing to listen to others
without criticism - only encouragement. (There is no better environment for our
psychological well-being than an apiary, learning resilience, patience, fragility of
existence, hope, focus, altruism and mindfulness (whilst building frames).)
Rob and Alan are extremely grateful to the local residents and businesses that
helped start up the apiary with donations of funds and equipment. There are, of
course, ongoing costs and equipment requirements that some of the volunteers are
donating themselves. If you would like to get involved either by
giving time at the apiary, passing on equipment or making
donations to sustain the apiary and enable it to flourish both now
and in the future, please visit for a chat (Wednesday mornings
between 10-12) or contact Gillian Woodage (Rowcroft Volunteer
Coordinator) by telephone 01803 210852, or email
gillian.woodage@rowcrofthospice.org.uk.
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Okehampton Honey Show
Suzanne Maxwell
This was our first postlockdown Honey Show
following the cancellation of
Okehampton Show in 2020 in
response to Covid restrictions.
We approached this show with
some trepidation. Would
additional controls, social
distancing, one-way
restrictions within the marquee
impose extra complications?
Would our members and
friends in other branches rally
around with exhibits? And would the public be brave enough to turn up?
In fact all these concerns
proved unfounded as the
Okehampton Show Committee
meeting on July 22 opted for a
fairly light touch on Covid
restrictions. Stewards opted to
wear masks in the marquee but
ventilation was adequate and
visitors were able to wander
around freely. Our members
and friends played an absolute
‘blinder’ – with 29 exhibitors
submitting a total of 188 entries
including 10 very amusingingly
decorated cup cakes in Class
29, The People’s Choice. And the public had obviously been missing their local
shows as much as we had because they ‘swarmed’ into our bee marquee (and not
just to get out of the rain)!
The morning’s weather could have been a bit kinder (it did not rain very hard – or
all the time) and it did brighten up for the afternoon.
Many thanks are due to everyone who helped to make Okehampton Branch Honey
Show such a success. This includes all those who were involved with preparing the
marquee on Wednesday, and everybody who also worked hard on the day
stewarding.
A special thanks to Simon O’Sullivan, who although prevented from attending
because of Covid self-isolation, both filled (and later emptied) the observation hive
with his own bees. The blue marked queen was a challenge to spot at times but that
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challenge was enthusiastically
taken up by those many young
visitors to the stand who
enjoyed the benefit of excellent
eyesight (and often steadfast
concentration). Thanks also to
Will and Sue who looked after it
all day, answering questions
and explaining how the bees
worked inside and outside the
hive.
Many thanks to Gerry Stuart
from Torbay Branch who kindly
brought along his Asian Hornet
display, manning this stand for the whole day. Visitors showed a keen interest and
this was an ideal opportunity to familiarise the public with the threat (not just to
honeybees) posed by the hornet which has already caused serious problems both in
France and the Channel Islands and threatens incursion onto the UK mainland.
There were an amazing 15 entries for the Honey Sultana and Cherry Cake, Class
17, which was won by Annie Slatcher, who also won the light honey class. This
attracted a total of 13 entries, so fierce competition there also!

For Sale
5 Frame Nuclei
Over wintered nuclei in strong
non-returnable corex
travelling nuc boxes
BS National brood frames
Easy to handle dark British bees
2020 Queen marked Blue
Available for collection from end
of March (weather permitting) - £160.00
Hives of bees £260.00
Contact :Michael Symons
Marston Lodge
Taddyforde Estate
New North Road
Exeter, EX4 4AT
Telephone 01392 412249
Mobile 07795466130
Email mesymons@yahoo.co.uk

A total of 134 candles were made by
enthusiastic children who were able to
take home their products.
Honey Sales were also excellent, with
96 jars of honey and 18 cut combs sold.
Trophy Winners were:
Heard Cup Simon O’Sullivan
Furze Cup Mark Tanner
Howarth Trophy Simon O’Sullivan
Foreman Trophy Tom Long
West Trophy Malcolm Craig
Clifford White Cup Suzanne Maxwell
Cookery Cup Suzanne Maxwell
BBKA Blue Ribbon for Best in Show
Andrew Stainer-Smith for his
beeswax blocks - National Honey Show
Certificate
Winner of Novice Class Angus Farrelly
Highest Points in Show Suzanne Maxwell
Best Entry in Cookery Classes
Wendy Denford
People’s Choice Paula Maxwell for her
Bee Theme Decorated Cup Cake
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J’Accuse
Jeremy Barnes
For 12 years, beginning in 1894, France was divided by a political scandal that
began when Captain Alfred Dreyfus, a 35-year-old French artillery officer of Jewish
descent, was convicted of treason. He was sentenced to life imprisonment for
allegedly communicating French military secrets to the German Embassy in Paris
and spent the next five years imprisoned on Devil’s Island in French Guiana.
In 1896, evidence came to light, primarily through an investigation instigated by
Georges Picquart, head of counter espionage, which identified the real culprit as a
French Army major, Ferdinand Esterhazy. High-ranking military officials suppressed
the new evidence, a military court unanimously acquitted Esterhazy after a trial
lasting just two days, and the Army used forged documents to bring additional
charges against Dreyfus.
In 1899, Dreyfus was returned to France for another trial, in part because of a
public outcry initiated by Emile Zola’s public letter, J’Accuse …! The result was yet
another conviction and a 10-year sentence, but Dreyfus was pardoned and released,
exonerated in 1906, reinstated as a major in the French army, and served honourably
during the First World War, culminating with the rank of lieutenant-colonel.
The affair, which bitterly divided France into pro-republican, anticlerical,
Dreyfusards and pro-Army, mostly
Catholic, anti-semitic “anti-Dreyfusards”,
www.thebeeshop.co.uk
gives rise to the question, why is it so
difficult, in the face of all of the evidence,
to acknowledge that one has been wrong
Quality Beekeeper
about something and to put aside one’s
Clothing
ego without shame and without acting
defensively?
At Affordable Prices
Julia Galef, co-founder of the Center for
Applied Rationality and the host of the
podcast Rationally Speaking, offers an
analogy to help understand this dilemma.
Suppose, she asks, that you're a soldier in
the heat of battle. My imagination went
immediately to the eve of January 21,
1879, and the battle of Isandhlwana when
the adrenaline ran high in the camps of the
British redcoats and the Zulu impis as they
waited to engage. As with most battles,
the actions of soldiers on both sides
stemmed from deeply ingrained reflexes
to protect themselves and their comrades
from ‘the enemy.’

Full Suits,
Smocks, Bee Vests &
Veils
Full Adult Beekeeper Suit
from £55 (free postage)
Email:
michaeljohnduckett@gmail.com
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MAISEMORE APIARIES LTD
Manufacturers & Suppliers of Beekeeping Equipment

OLD ROAD, MAISEMORE, GLOUCESTER, GL2 8HT
TEL: 01452 700289
sales@bees-online.co.uk www.woodenbriquettes.co.uk www.woodenbriquettes.co.uk
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Rather than being a warrior, Julia invites us to imagine adopting the role of the
scout. Our job is not to attack or defend so much as to understand. We have to
reconnoitre the terrain, identify potential obstacles, choose routes of communication
and report back with accurate information. The scout wants to know what is really
there, without bias or preconception, and the generals rely on him or her doing just
that.
In an army, both mindsets - the warrior and the scout - are essential. And if war is
too extreme an example, think of a sports team: the quarterback who depends on
tactics developed from scouting the opposition.
The soldier mindset is when our unconscious motivations, our desires and fears,
shape the way we interpret information. The driving force is our reptilian or primal
brain, which controls our innate and automatic self-preserving behaviour patterns,
thus ensuring our survival and that of our species. Some ideas feel like our allies - we
want to defend them and for them to win. Other ideas are the enemy and must be
shot down. To return to our sports analogy, when the referee judges that our team
committed a foul we are highly motivated to find reasons why he's wrong. But if he
judges that the other team committed a foul -- awesome! That's a good call … just
don’t examine it too closely.
Our judgement is strongly influenced by which side we want to win. And this is
ubiquitous. It shapes how we think about our health, our relationships, how we
decide for whom to vote, and what we consider fair or ethical. And it is totally
unconscious.
By contrast is the scout mindset and, in the Dreyfus Affair, Georges Picquart is a
prime example. It's the drive to find what's out there as honestly and accurately as
one can, even if it's inconvenient or unpleasant.
The question then, is what determines the difference? Julia’s answer is emotion
rather than intellect; in fact these mindsets don't correlate very much with IQ at all.
Just as the soldier mindset is rooted in emotions like defensiveness or tribalism,
scout mindset is rooted in sentiments like curiosity. Scouts are more likely to say
they feel pleasure when they learn new information or are driven to solve a
conundrum. They're more likely to feel intrigued than defensive when they encounter
something that contradicts their expectations. Scouts also have different values in
that they’re more likely to believe it is virtuous to test one’s own beliefs, and they're
less likely to say that someone who changes his or her mind seems weak. And above
all, scouts are grounded, which means their self-worth as a person is not tied to how
right or wrong they are about any particular topic.
Just how does this relate to honey bees and their keepers? Clearly the house
bees who defend the colony quickly and instinctively are warriors, compared to the
foragers who do daily scout the terrain, identify potential obstacles, choose routes of
access, report back with accurate information to their sisters, and in return receive
information about what the hive needs most - pollen, nectar, propolis or water - and
then adjust their behaviour accordingly. And to an extent the roles are
interchangeable: scout bees can become warriors (guard bees) if the colony is under
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threat, but worker bees cannot suddenly become foragers, because that role requires
knowledge and experience they do not yet have.
When a swarm selects a new home, the scouts want to know what is available
without bias or preconception, and to agree on which is most preferential. The future
of the colony depends on them doing just that. Meanwhile the house bees in the
swarm, normally gentle, can quickly become warriors if the swarm is threatened.
And beekeepers? There are invariably a few warriors in most associations who are
wedded to old ideas, reluctant to accept a different point of view or a new approach,
defending their point of view defiantly. I recall vividly being told as a young teacher
that when a new idea was introduced into the faculty room, the old guard would
explain that it had been tried ten years earlier, had failed, but they would try it again
anyway. They give it 5% of their effort, it fails, and they say, “See, we told you so!”
In my case I have long defended the vital role of the honey bee, believing her
almost exclusively to be the essence of successful pollination and vital food
resources for an expanding population. And I hung my warrior hat on the statements
of a few, often expressed in no more than a paragraph. Dr Margarita Lopez-Uribe of
the Department of Entomology at Penn State was instrumental in changing my mind
set by the use of data, first in a bee club presentation and secondly in an interview in
Bee Culture. And she did it in such a way that I felt proud rather than ashamed when
I realised I had been wrong; exposure to information that contrasted with my prior
conviction evoked feelings of intrigue and excitement rather than defensiveness, and
I feel excited as I begin to scout out a new terrain using data that has long been there
- I simply had not been able to see it before.
To illustrate the power of emotional mindsets, in particular the importance of vision
as inspired by the scouts, Julia Galef quotes Saint-Exupéry, the author of The Little
Prince: “If you want to build a ship, don't drum up your men to collect wood and give
orders and distribute the work. Instead, teach them to yearn for the vast and endless
sea.”
I still believe in the importance of the honey bee, but not exclusively so. I am now a
beekeeper more than exclusively a honey beekeeper, in the belief that there is a
synergy between all pollinators that is the essence of a successful future. That is the
‘vast and endless sea’ about which I am now curious.

BBKA Module Exams - November 2021
The next module examination date is 13 November 2021. Applications must be
submitted online before 30 September 2021. When completing the application form,
you will need to select your preference for online or in person at a local venue. Both
formats are the same exam and will be run at the same time.
To get an application form, contact DBKA Examinations Secretary, Tim Allen, on
exams.dbka@gmail.com and he will email you a link to the online application form.
You will be asked to pay the exam fee via credit card.
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Letters to the Editor
Devon County Show Honey Sales 2021
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the Honey Sales Stewards and bee
product suppliers who made the Honey Sales successful this year.
For the second time, we sold out of all honey! We took £6,517 during the three
days.
The sales team sold 757 jars of honey including 590 one pound jars; 26 packs of
cut comb and 6 sections, plus the usual marmalade, polish, fudge and cosmetics,
etc.
Thanks once again for helping to make honey sales such a success.
Jack Mummery, Honey Sales Co-ordinator
On page 142 (in the last issue) Jeremy Barnes states that 'Incidentally, we are the
mammals who outlive our reproductive capacity.'
There are many definitions of what is meant by a menopause but a scan of the
internet reveals that Killer Whales, Short-finned Pilot Whales, Belugas and Narwhals
also show significant post reproductive life. Even Asian Elephants get a mention.
Some other primates are mentioned but many of these were not wild so the
significance is unknown. It could be that the Asian Elephant's life may have been
affected by human involvement. In many similar mammals the young leave the family
so inbreeding is prevented. In Killer Whales the males tend to die young.
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As a queen honeybee soon loses the ability to mate it could be that she has an
alternative stratagem to prevent inbreeding. Is this also a menopause of sorts? In an
interesting sharing of the responsibilities, it is the drones who are left with the hot
flushes.
David Friend
Following on from the article by Graham Kingham re CBPV at Exeter Branch
Apiary, here is a tip I was given by a senior beekeeper some time back. I have tried
this with success with one of my colonies which was suffering.
Remove the floor completely - take it away. Leave the brood box(es) and supers,
etc, standing on the hive stand open to the air. The dying bees fall to the ground
under the hive. After a month put the floor back again. It’s not a good idea to do this
when the wasps are about though.
The colony I treated in this way has recovered completely from CBPV and now has
two full supers on it ready to extract.
Adam Vevers

BBKA Hornet and Wasp Photo Competition
Prizes await the best digital photograph in each of the following 3 categories:
1.

Wasps or hornets foraging - this does not need to be for nectar or on a flower,
but those images are acceptable

2.

Wasps or hornets in flight

3.

Wasp or hornet nest

Thornes’ vouchers of £40 for the winner and £10 for the runner-up will be awarded in
each category. Only one prize per person will be awarded in each category, (ie you
will not be able to receive both the winner and runner-up prizes in a category).
Rules for entry
Each digital photograph must be in a jpeg format and be 1.5Mb – 5Mb. Images
entered in the wrong format will not be judged.
Please clearly state your name and address on each entry but do not embed the
information into the image. A maximum of two entries for each class may be
submitted. The images may be of the Asian hornet (Vespa velutina) or European
hornet (Vespa crabo) or wasps commonly found in the UK.
By entering the competition you are agreeing to the use of your images by BBKA
News, the BBKA Website, BBKA course material and the sponsors E H Thorne
(Beehives) Ltd. You will be acknowledged on the photo.
Entries must be received by 20th September 2021.
The decision of the judges is final and the results will be announced on 5th October
on the BBKA website and in BBKA News. The winners and runners up will be
informed individually.
Please send your entries to: erica.challis@bbka.org.uk by 20th September 2021.
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Diary Dates
Members may attend meetings of any Branch, but it is advisable to check the details with
the Branch Secretary first. Contact details are:
East Devon

eastdevonbk.co.uk

01404 841629

Exeter

exeterbeekeepers.org.uk

01392 832956

Holsworthy

holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk

01237 440165

Newton Abbot

nabk.org.uk

rmountford@fordergardens.co.uk

North Devon

northdevonbees.org

secretary@northdevonbees.org

Okehampton

okehamptonbee.co.uk

01363 82361

Plymouth

plymouthbeekeepers.btck.co.uk

01752 338279

Tavistock

events.tavistockbeekeepers@gmail.com

07709 977646

Tiverton

tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk

01363 860252

Torbay

tbbk.co.uk

01803 844804

Totnes &
Kingsbridge

totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com

01803 866028

September
Sat 4

2 pm

Totnes &
Kingsbridge

Meet the Bees for non-beekeeping members of the
public (Branch Apiary)

Sun 5

10:00am

Plymouth

Apiary Maintenance Morning - Branch Apiary

Wed 15

7:25pm

Tavistock

Professor Barrett Klein Bee Sleep (via Zoom)

Wed 15

7:30pm

Tiverton

Members Reunion (Uplowman Village Hall)

7:30pm

Tiverton

Guest Speaker (tbc) (Uplowman Village Hall)

7:30pm

Tiverton

Annual General Meeting (Uplowman Village Hall)

October
Wed 20
November
Wed 20

Don't forget to enter
The Virtual Devon Honey Show
All entries are by photograph
Full details of the classes and
how to enter are on page 157
Entries close:
15th September, 2021

The 90th National Honey Show will be held on
21st - 23rd October 2021 at
Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher, Surrey, KT10 9AJ
Admission by prebooked tickets only. For more details and
a copy of schedule see www.honeyshow.co.uk

1

Hives and Hive Parts
W.B.C., National, Commercial,
Langstroth, Dadant, Warre, Top Bar

Devon Sale Day 2021
Our annual Thornes of Devon Sale
Day at Quince Honey Farm, South
Molton, with beekeeping
equipment at very low sale prices.

SATURDAY 2nd OCTOBER
9am - 1pm
Order online or over the phone now
for collection at the Sale Day!

Apivar
The Varroa treatment of choice
exclusively available from Thornes

Asian Hornet Awareness Week
Monday 6 September - Friday 10 September

If you see this insect
REPORT IT!
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