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DEVON BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION
Registered Charity No 270675

Chairman - Viv Thorn, Cross Orchard, Steep Hill, Maidencombe, Torquay TQ1 4TS
01803-311325; viv.thorn@icloud.com

General Secretary - Barry Neal, 10 Oak Tree Road, Whitehill GU35 9DF
01420-473522; 07789-435477; gen.sec.dbka@gmail.com

Minutes of the Executive Council Meeting held by Zoom Video-link at
10.00 am on Saturday 23rd January 2021

Officers Branch Delegates
Tony Lindsell (TL) President & Tiverton DelegateEast Devon Peter Weller (PW)
Viv Thorn (VT) Chair Exeter Paul Smith (PS)
Martin Pope (MP) Vice-Chair Holsworthy Brian Dixon (BD)
Barry Neal (BN) Gen Sec Newton Abbot John Kirk (JK)
Alan Binge (AB) Treasurer North Devon Colin Wood (CW)
Keith Bone (KB) Gift Aid Treasurer Okehampton Sue Baxter (SB)
Lilah Killock (LK) Editor Beekeeping &

Membership Sec
Plymouth Shaun Sperinck (SS)

Liz Westcott (LW) Show Chairman & Secretary
Mike Ticehurst ( MT) Webmaster Tavistock Susanne Allen (SA)

Torbay Gerry Stuart (GS)
Totnes & Kingsbridge Tammy Skinner (TS)

Simon O’Sullivan (SO) Co-opted AHAT Chair
Tim Allen (TA) Co-opted Exams Secretary

Apologies - Barry Neal, John Kirk, Shaun Sperinck
Nothing Heard - Tim Allen, Richard Ball, Simon Jones

2. Chairman's Remarks
2.1. There were no Declarations of Interest.
2.2. The Chair welcomed Martin Pope to the Executive who had been unable to attend
November’s meeting due to BBKA training.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting - the minutes of the 28th November 2020 EC meeting were
approved; proposed TL, seconded AB; unanimous. There were no matters arising

4. Treasurer’s Report; Finance Paper EC(22) 1
Account 1 - AB reported there was little activity in the accounts at the present time, but a
one-off payment of £500 had been added to the Education budget to cover any honorarium
made to speakers of the Pan-Devon Beginners’ Course. This brought the total budget up to
£1000. There was also a small addition to the auditor’s Fee as the accounts this year had to
be couriered to the auditors due to Covid restrictions.
Account 2 - Devon County Show - a forecast budget has been compiled. The DCS is due to
take place at the end of the first week in July, though this may be postponed till September
or cancelled depending on Covid restrictions. There will however, still be expenditure from
insurance, etc. LW informed us that the organisers had requested a 25% reduction in
exhibits to allow enough room for social distancing. The Stevenson Trophy category from
branches will therefore be cancelled for this year.
Account 3 - Beekeeping Magazine. See below- item 9.
Bank Reconciliation - the current balance in the Savings Account is £28,104.08. £5,000
had been transferred from the Savings to the Current account as, at this time of year, we
have no income until the Spring Levy comes in from branches. Current balance in the
Current Account is £6,561.07. AB has also included details of the President’s Foundation
Fund £1,679.31, and details of the President’s Fund distributions in the last five years.
Details of the AHAT fund £1,379.58 were also noted.

6. 2020 AGM - this was a very well attended zoom meeting. Officer and Delegate posts are as
above. It was proposed that we co-opt the AHAT Chair on to the DBKA Executive Committee,
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proposed by LK, seconded GS, accepted unanimously. Simon O’Sullivan will take up this post.
Currently Devon hosts the AHAT website. There has been an unexpected cost of £10 per month to
run the AHAT website plus another £25 for registering the domain name. It was acknowledged that
the website is of a high standard but going forward the question was asked if this could be
maintained on a voluntary basis and also whether the other Associations that benefit from the
website could contribute to any on-going costs. SO was tasked with discussing both these issues
with the other members of the SW AHAT Teams and reporting back at the next executive meeting.

Action SO
Lynne Ingram from Somerset Beekeepers gave a very informative talk on Honey Adulteration. MP
has also been working on this and it was agreed that we should discuss this further with our BBKA
link Anne Rowberry at the next SWBKF on 2nd February 2021.

Action MP
Discussion was had regarding whether we should plan for the 2021 Devon Beekeepers’ Day & AGM.
It was thought that the AGM would probably be held virtually via Zoom once again unless Covid
restrictions were completely lifted. TL agreed to look for a speaker for the AGM. A Devon
Beekeepers’ Day could be planned once we are out of restrictions.

Action TL

7. SWBKF - TL is now Chair of SWBKF. The subscription of £50 was agreed. The next meeting
is 2nd February.

8. BBKA ADM - this was held virtually via zoom. Results of the propositions are attached.

9. Beekeeping Magazine production - income from subscribers was roughly in line with last
year, but the printers have informed us that the cost of packaging has increased by 27% and
distribution costs by 8% (although it is noted postage has only increased by 2%). Should we
continue to elect for the bio-wrap there would be an additional cost to DBKA of £2100 per annum
which would equate to an additional £1.75 per member, and if we elect for a paper wrap there would
be an additional cost of £840 per annum which would equate to an additional £1 per member.
These costs will take effect immediately, but any additional membership subscription to members
would not take effect until January 2023, so DBKA will incur an additional cost of between £1600 and
£4000 approximately. Advertising currently brings in approximately £2000, but it was not thought
that this sum could be increased substantially as the cost of advertising had already been increased
in the last year or so. There was much discussion about whether the magazine should become
digital and members could download it and print it off to save costs. It was agreed that all DBKA
members would be emailed to gauge their views. It was also agreed to write to Newton Print and
ask why the costs had increased so much and what was the best costings they could offer us for an
eco-friendly magazine.

Action - VT

10. Training & Education; Virtual Beginners Course - the Pan-Devon Beginners’ course is now
under-way with 64 participants. It will run for 10 weeks on a Monday at 7.30 pm. Notes from the
course are available on the DBKA website and a video of the talks is available on YouTube. The link
to this is on the website.

11. DBKA Policy doc reviews
11.1 1/2018 Data Protection Policy - it was agreed to amend the description of this policy to
say - “A Privacy Policy as a result of the introduction of EU General Data Protection
Regulation on 28th May 2018, or as superseded by UK Legislation following Brexit”. This
was agreed unanimously and will next be reviewed by April 2024.
11.2 1/2020 Guidance for Beekeeping groups wishing to apply for DBKA membership.
11.3 2/2020 DBKA Code of Conduct.
11.4 3/2020 DBKA conflict Resolution.
11.5 4/2020 Prevention of Harassment.

These four policies were accepted unchanged apart from the review period being changed to three
years. Next review date by April 2024.

12. Branch Activity - most branches are holding regular meetings via Zoom. East Devon are
about to start their Beginners’ Course. Some branches are holding queen rearing talks via Zoom.
Tavistock are commencing a three year project to attempt to rear varroa resistant bees. Exeter
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branch has a talk by Tom Seeley on 25th January. This will be recorded and will be available on the
website.

13. AOB
VT informed members the Beecraft shareholders are currently being updated.
KB informed us that some members emails from branches are not being delivered. It
seems to be mostly a problem with Apple based emails. Can branch delegates check that all
members emails are getting through. MT will send an email to branch secretaries.

Action - MT
MP reported that spray liaison was now being managed through Bee Connected. However
this in turn was organised by the crop protection association which represented farmers and
was not necessarily working in the best interests of beekeepers. This will be raised with
Anne Rowberry at the SWBKF zoom meeting.

Action - MP
MT informed the meeting that the domain name costs for the DBKA website was increasing
from £25 to £95. It was possible to buy a bulk domain hosting subscription for £120/yr
which would cater for up to 10 domains. MT would write to branches to see if they were
interested in joining a bulk domain service.

Action - MT
GS presented the final draft of the DBKA logo. It was proposed that this should be accepted
and that the logo in either colour or black and white would be the official DBKA logo.
Proposed LK, seconded GS. Unanimously agreed. The design costs for this have already
been agreed at £95 + vat.

Action - GS

11. Dates of Next Meetings; via zoom until further advised, 13th March, 26th June, 11th September;
27th November.

Meeting closed 12.06 pm

Viv Thorn
Chairman

13th March 2021


