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DEVON BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION
Registered Charity No 270675

Chairman - Viv Thorn, Cross Orchard, Steep Hill, Maidencombe, Torquay TQ1 4TS
01803-311325; viv.thorn@icloud.com

General Secretary - Barry Neal, 10 Oak Tree Road, Whitehill GU35 9DF
01420-473522; 07789-435477; gen.sec.dbka@gmail.com

Minutes of the Executive Council Meeting held by Zoom Video-link at
10.00 am on Saturday 13th March 2021

Apologies - Sue Baxter, Keith Bone
Nothing Heard - Tim Allen, Richard Ball, Simon Jones

2. Chairman’s Remarks - the Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded
delegates to declare any interests that they may have during the course of the meeting.

3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting - the minutes of the 23rd January 2021 meeting were
agreed with one amendment to show Tony Lindsell also as the Tiverton Branch Delegate. Proposed
TS, seconded AB, unanimous.

4. Matters Arising (not on the agenda)
4.1. Website bulk domain service - complete; interest expressed from Tavistock, Exeter, Totnes
& Kingsbridge, Tiverton, Okehampton, and Plymouth. North Devon not interested.
4.2. Colour logo - complete.
4.3. E-mail delivery - complete; although apparently there are still problems with some Apple
accounts.

5. Treasurer’s Report; Paper EC(21) 3 referred - AB gave delegates an overall brief. It was
clarified that Gift Aid is membership-based. The March Beekeeping Magazine invoice was clearly
wrong; AB is in discussion with Newton Print.

6. Beekeeping Magazine Costs; Paper EC(21) 4 referred - after a lengthy discussion it was
decided that the Chairman would draft an article for the next Beekeeping Magazine to suggest the
way forward is to continue with the paper copy but also to have the magazine electronic and send
members a link where they can access it. We would trial that for a period and find out how
acceptable it was. A final decision on the way forward would be made at the June EC meeting.

Action - Chairman

7. AHATWebsite - there would be a Devon AHAT meeting next week to discuss the website. The
12th-16th April would be an Awareness & Queen Monitoring week; details to be published in
Beekeeping Magazine. There would be a talk by Andrew Durham on 14th April.
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8. Honey Adulteration - this topic would continue to be on the agenda. MP would discuss with
Anne Rowberry, BBKA, requesting greater awareness & publicity on the matter. TL mentioned that
Lynne Ingram had agreed to draft a letter for sending to MPs; yet to be received.

Action - MP

9. 2021 Devon Beekeepers’ Day (DBD) - there would not be a DBD until restrictions were lifted
and suitable meeting conditions could be achieved. The 2021 AGM would be on Zoom on the 11th
December and a speaker would be arranged.

10. Spray Liaison - the decision that spray liaison should be a Branch responsibility was explained.
The usefulness (or not) of BeeConnected was discussed.

11. Branch Activity - all Branches are having virtual activity; Holsworthy had its 2020 AGM on 11th
March; Newton Abbot is extending its apiary car park; Totnes & Kingsbridge were using BIBBA on-
line resources; and the Torbay apiary would not be opening until after 21st June.

12. AOB
- delegates were reminded of the need for beginners to be insured before they undertake the
practical phase of a beginners’ course.
- it was mentioned that Bude, Cornwall, now had a beekeeping branch. Some former
Holsworthy Branch members had transferred to the new Branch but remained Associate
members of Holsworthy.
- it was felt by some that beginners were being given unrealistic expectations of what they could
achieve.

13. Dates of Next Meetings - 26th June, 11th September; 27th November; by Zoom unless notified
otherwise.

Barry Neal
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