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DEVON BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION
Registered Charity No 270675

Chairman - Viv Thorn, Cross Orchard, Steep Hill, Maidencombe, Torquay TQ1 4TS
01803-311325; viv.thorn@icloud.com

General Secretary - Barry Neal, Badgers Barn, Withacott, Langtree, Torrington EX38 8NL
01805-601715; 07789-435477; gen.sec.dbka@gmail.com

Minutes of the Executive Council Meeting held by Zoom Video-link at
10.00 am on Saturday 12th September 2020

Apologies - Malcolm Crook, Mave Dowling, Shaun Sperinck, Simon O’Sullivan, Liz Westcott
Nothing Heard - Tim Allen, Richard Ball, Simon Jones, John Kirk, Paul Smith
Observer - Suzanne Allen (Tavistock)

2. Chairman's Remarks
2.1. There were no Declarations of Interest.
2.2. The Chairman welcomed Colin Wood (North Devon) and Sue Baxter (Tavistock) to the
meeting, and outlined the procedures to be followed.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting - the minutes of the 27th June 2020 EC meeting were
approved; proposed RN, seconded BD; unanimous.
4. Treasurer’s Report

4.1. Finance; Paper EC(20) 20 referred - the templates for Branches would be going out shortly.
The DBKA audit would be carried out on time using courier services.

Action - AB
4.2. Draft Budget FY20/21; Paper EC(20) 21 referred - after a satisfactory answer to a
question on AHAT reserves, the draft Budget FY20/21 was approved unanimously on a
Trustee-only vote; proposed AB, seconded RN.

5. Devon Beekeepers’ Day (DBD) & AGM - the DBD would not go ahead; no monies had been
paid to Petroc College in Tiverton. The Day would, instead, comprise a a Zoom Video-Conference
AGM followed by the announcement of Awards, etc, and then a presentation on Honey Adulteration
by Lyn Ingram from Somerset Beekeepers. The Gen Sec would contact Lyn to discuss procedures
for the presentation. The video-conference would be recorded.

Action - Gen Sec

6. Branch AGMs - the Gen Sec reminded delegates of the procedures to be adopted for this year’s
Branch AGMs. Guidance is available in the DBKA Governing Document, in particular Enclosure 4.
It would be a Branch decision as to what type of AGM to conduct; but each Branch must have an
AGM.

Action - Branch Delegates

7. Membership; Paper EC(20) 22 referred - after a robust discussion on amendments to the 2021
DBKA Membership Subscriptions/Renewals Form it was agreed that LK, MT and the Gen Sec would
consider the matter ex-Cttee.

Action - Gen Sec, MT, LK
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8. BBKA ADM; Papers EC(20) 23 & 24 referred - a short discussion was held on the BBKA FY20/21
Budget and Admission of new AAMs to BBKA membership.
9. Training & Education

9.1. Virtual Beginners Course - the course was being gradually developed and a trial Zoom
session would be held soon. The process for the course had yet to be developed with access for
all members still under discussion. Recordings would be made for the DBKA website. Some
Branches had decided to do their own virtual beginners courses rather than use a pan-Devon
one.

10. Branch Activity
- Holsworthy had held a face-to-face apiary meeting. The 2021 Holsworthy Spring Convention
would not go ahead.
- East Devon & Tavistock will have winter Zoom meetings; Tavistock will also have Zoom
committee meetings.
- Tavistock had received a good response to its request for new AHAT members.
- Okehampton had been having virtual meetings to discuss various topics.
- Torbay had conducted its first beekeepers’ forum.

11. AOB
- the Gen Sec asked delegates to consider improving their Swarm Collector coverage of Devon
as there are large areas of the County without coverage.
- GS reported that an AH had been spotted in Gosport, and that he would be developing AH
display signs.
- it was decided that the primary DBKA Logo would change to the colour one; proposed MT,
seconded BD; 13 votes for, one against. GS would process a hi-res version and the Gen Sec
would amend the relevant policy document.

Action - Gen Sec, GS
- RN reported that several beekeepers in North Devon had run out of honey. DARG had
reported a two-thirds reduction in the honey crop nationally.

- CS reported that the Seasonal Bee Inspector considered that the queen failure had been down
to the weather. He had attended a virtual session on AH run by Lyn Ingram.

13. Date of Next Meeting - 28th November on Zoom.

Barry Neal
General Secretary

Viv Thorn
Chairman
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