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DEVON BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION
Registered Charity No 270675

Chairman - Viv Thorn, Cross Orchard, Steep Hill, Maidencombe, Torquay TQ1 4TS
01803-311325; viv.thorn@icloud.com

General Secretary - Barry Neal, 10 Oak Tree Road, Whitehill GU35 9DF
01420-473522; 07789-435477; gen.sec.dbka@gmail.com

Minutes of the Executive Council Meeting held by Zoom Video-link at
9.30 am on Saturday 26th June 2021

Apologies - Richard Ball, Tony Lindsell, Paul Smith, Colin Wood
Nothing Heard - Tim Allen, Simon Jones

2. Chairman’s Remarks - the Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded
delegates to declare any interests that they may have during the course of the meeting.

3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting - the minutes of the 13th March 2021 meeting were agreed;
proposed BD, seconded GS, one abstention. Approved copies of EC meetings that had been held by
Zoom video-conference were held by the Gen Sec until such time as they could be signed by the
Chairman.

4. Matters Arising (not on the agenda) - none.

5. Treasurer’s Report; Papers EC(21) 6 & 7 referred - AB gave delegates an overall brief. It
was clarified that Gift Aid is membership-based. DBKA was now having to pay for the clotted cream
used at the Devon County Show, and the Show Covid-compliant requirements were an additional
cost (hand-sanitizing, etc). There would probably be a small loss on Beekeeping Magazine costs.
Branch Delegates were to take the draft budget back to Branches for information; any comments
should be forwarded to AB. A robust debate followed on whether or not the draft budget should be
included in Beekeeping Magazine - full or abridged. It was decided that AB would write an article on
the draft budget in general terms for the magazine.

6. Beekeeping Magazine Costs - the actions on this from the last EC meeting had not been
completed. Tavistock and Plymouth Branches had canvassed their members. An email link to a
digital copy of the magazine would be sent to members 3-4 days before the hard copy. This would
be trialled for 3 months, then members would be asked again if they would accept only a digital copy.
If this was the case then Branches would be asked to print out a copy of the magazine for those few
members who were not on email. No agreement had yet been reached as to the cost implications
to members resulting from any changes to the Beekeeping Magazine production and distribution.

Action - MT
The Chairman would inform members in a Buzz article about the digital copy of the magazine and
also make an appeal for a new editor. AB would also write an article explaining the finances of
DBKA and the Treasurer’s post.

Action - Chairman, AB
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7. Honey Adulteration; Paper EC(21) 7 referred - MP, GS & Lynne Ingram had formed a
sub-group to take forward the issue of honey adulteration. Currently, imported honey goes
through 4 tests to determine its purity. Unfortunately, 3 of these tests can be masked by additives
included by honey producers. The sub-group’s actions so far are:

7.1. They would write to associations to highlight the issues and seek their backing.
7.2. They plan to put forward a proposition to the BBKA ADM asking the BBKA to act on the
amount of honey adulteration coming into the country and the consequent effects on UK honey
producers.
7.3. They would contact the Food Crime Agency to ascertain whether honey adulteration is
currently being investigated and, if so, is the prevalence similar to the rate found in the 2018
study looking at the composition of UK Supermarket branded honey.

Action - MP, GS

8. Future of the Post of DBKA Chairman - the Chairman had offered to stand as General
Secretary if no-one come forward at the AGM to take up the role. If this happened a new Chairman
would need to be found. MP was unsure whether or not he could stand for the position. Having
included descriptions of the General Secretary’s role - and more recently the Treasurer’s role - in
Beekeeping magazine, the Chairman would continue to seek potential candidates for both officers’
positions and apprentices for those roles.

Action - Chairman

9. Branch Activity
East Devon - new members were attending the branch apiary, and members were preparing for
the basic assessment.
Newton Abbot - 7 new members were attending the apiary. John Kirk would be stepping down
as the Newton Abbot Branch Delegate to the EC.
Plymouth - an apiary maintenance day had been planned; new members were attending the
apiary. A valuation of the Branch trophies was required; it was thought a local jeweller would
be suitable for the task.
Tavistock - a social event would be held for beginners. Nine members would be taking the
basic assessment. An extraction day, Bee inspections and a microscopy day were being
planned.
Torbay - the DCS Asian Hornet banner was ready. The apiary would be open from July, and
there were lesson plans for those attending. EFB had been found at the Occombe apiary.
There was a need for a robust cascade mechanism for notifying members.

10. AOB - none.

13. Dates of Next Meetings - 11th September; 27th November; by Zoom unless notified otherwise.

Barry Neal
General Secretary

Viv Thorn
Chairman

11th September 2021


