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Season’s greetings fellow beekeepers. The end of the
year is drawing to a close and branches will have
completed their AGMs and know who is doing what for
the next year. I managed to attend both
Newton Abbot and Torquay Branches’ AGMs and it
was lovely to see old friends again in the flesh and
not on a computer screen! Please remember both
the Branches and Devon Beekeepers are entirely
run by volunteers without whom we wouldn’t exist. If
you could just contribute to one aspect, however
small, to help our charity, it would be a huge help to the
whole organisation. So, if you are beginning to think about
New Year resolutions, perhaps that could be on the list?
Speaking of lists, I am sure you are all thinking about what beekeeping

equipment you could ask for from Santa. This will also help you to plan out what
you are going to do in your apiary in the coming season. It is always a good idea to
have a plan in mind and not just be reactive. Most of us have been caught out at
one time or other when the bees do something unexpected and we do not have
the equipment or solution to cope immediately with it. Also, be thinking about your
garden and plants that will attract pollinators especially through the winter and
early spring. These will be a good pollen source and get your colony off to a flying
start. Remember to regularly heft your hives to ensure your bees have enough
food to get them through and if not place some fondant in the hive.
Our AGM is by Zoom on Saturday 11 December at 10am. Barry Neal will send

out the link. Please register before the meeting so we know how many members
will be attending. Following the AGM, we will have two talks: one from
Anne Rowberry, Chair of BBKA, who is going to talk about Queen Rearing, and the
second talk will be from Jo Widdicombe talking about the benefits of Native or
Near Native Bees. Both talks sound absolutely fascinating and I am really looking
forward to hearing them.
We still have no candidates for the General Secretary role or the Gift-Aid

Secretary. Please contact me as soon as possible if you feel you could help with
either of these posts. Chris Lloyd has agreed to stand as Editor of the magazine
which is great news. If you have any ideas for articles for Beekeeping, please
contact Chris at editor@devonbeekeepers.org.uk. Paul Greening has set up a
Devon Beekeepers Facebook page where we can share ideas, have informal chat
and get support from each other. I am planning to write a series of articles for
Beekeeping about each of the branches in Devon, so if you can help me with that,
it would be great to hear from you. Kathy Lovegrove has agreed to stand as
Education Officer and if you have thoughts about your learning needs, please
contact Kathy on anemone1975@talktalk.net.
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Buzz Word
Viv Thorn, Chair DBKA

From the Editor
Lilah Killock

After being involved in the production of this magazine for nearly ten years now,
this is my last issue as Editor. It's been fun, but it's time to pass the job on to
someone new. Several people have contacted me to ask what I am going to be doing
with my time from now on. Don’t worry. I have plenty of projects to finish, and I am
looking forward to getting away from the computer screen, and back into my
beehives.
I should like to thank the members of the Editorial Team for putting up with me and

my idiosyncrasies over the years. Special thanks go to Mike Ticehurst who has been
my right-hand man for all this time. His work towards the production of the magazine
has been invaluable. He sets up the template ready for use each issue, and it is Mike
who sends the finished product off to the printers. In addition, he deals with the
advertisers (including billing) and is responsible for putting the adverts in place. Then
there is Nicky Langley who joined the team three years ago; her flair for design has
brightened up the magazine ever since. (It is Nicky who is responsible for this issue's
Christmas-themed back cover.) And, of course, I owe a big debt of thanks to
Chris Lloyd, who has been Deputy Editor for the last few months, and who has
agreed to take over as Editor next year.
There have been many contributors to the magazine over the years - some of them

writing regularly and others submitting the occasional piece. It is their willingness to
put words to paper that has made the job of Editor so enjoyable. Thank you to them
all.
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Devon Beekeepers AGM

DBKA’s Annual General Meeting is due to be held by Zoom Video-Conference at
10.00 am on Saturday 11th December 2021. Members do not need a Zoom
account to join the meeting. An email has been sent inviting members to register
to attend the AGM, and afterwards hear the speakers, Anne Rowberry and
Jo Widdicombe. See facing page.
The agenda and annual report and the audited annual accounts are available on

the DBKA website.
Those registering to attend the AGM will receive the Zoom link for the meeting

by email on 10 December.

Don’t forget - the membership year ends on 31 December.

Renewing your subscription in good time helps to reduce
the workload of your Branch Treasurer.

2021 2020
MONETARY ASSETS & LIABILITIES

Cash & bank at 01.10.20 168592 145693

County General - Account 1 3788 3738
Devon County Show - Account 2 2542 -1414
Beekeeping - Account 3 843 1603
Devon County Show - Capital expenditure -234 -438

Branches Surplus / Deficit 4380 19412
Rounding Adjustment -2 -2

Cash & Bank at 30.09.21 179909 168592

County 44600 37663
Branches 135309 130929

179909 168592

Sundry Debtors 662 0

Sundry Creditors 174 1056

NON-MONETARY ASSETS

Trophies 23991 25532
Books / videos etc 3424 3915
Apiary Equipment 41173 41801
Stocks (Honey, labels, etc) 5991 8090
Sundries 23809 21296
Investment in Bee Craft Ltd 1 1

98389 100635

Statement of Consolidated Assets and Liabilities

Queen Rearing for the Small Scale Beekeeper -
Anne Rowberry
After a career including instructing Outdoor Pursuits

in Yorkshire, Head of Physical Eucation in Singapore,
gaining an MEd at Bristol University and a Diploma in
Counselling at Reading University. Anne moved from
teaching to work for a charity involved in sustainable
agriculture in Africa. It was then she got her first hive
and with Ted Hooper’s book in one hand investigated
the boxes. She joined a club and increased her

knowledge working through the BBKAmodules, microscopy and husbandry exams to
gain the Master Beekeeper qualification. She now has around 20 hives and enjoys
teaching beekeeping to pupils at a local school where she maintains an observation
hive. She is Chair of Avon County BKA and the current Chair of BBKA. Anne will
outline simple, practical queen rearing methods suitable for beginners and
experienced beekeepers alike.

The National Bee Improvement Programme -
Jo Widdicombe
Jo has been a beekeeper for some 40 years and

currently runs about 150 hives with the help of two
assistants. He was Secretary of Cornwall BKA for
9 years and Chairman of Southwest Group of
Bee Farmers Association for 2 years. He also worked
as a Seasonal Bee Inspector for 5 years.
Jo has been a member of BIBBA for more than 30

years and has served on the committee for over 10
years as the Group's Secretary, and for over 5 years

as President. Jo believes that BIBBA’s message of improving one’s own bees rather
than importing is as relevant today as when BIBBA was founded in the 60s. With
imports of queens (and recently, bees) at an all-time high he sees the launch of the
National Bee Improvement Programme (NatBIP) as hugely important for BIBBA and
British and Irish beekeeping. Jo hopes it will lead to a reduction in imports and an
improvement in the quality of our bees.

AGM Speakers
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Showing Fear
Steve Murphy

Having first been involved in beekeeping over 40 years ago, the result of courting a
beekeeper’s daughter, I had often fancied going to the National Honey Show.
My late father-in-law, Noel Whittaker, had gone almost every year since the early

90s but work and family commitments had always prevented me from attending.
This year I decided to tick the National Honey Show off my bucket list.
It was my decision to enter some items for the show that attracted incredulity from

other beekeepers. “You must be mad. I wouldn’t do that”. Fear of failure stops us
spreading our wings.
I have very limited experience in showing honey and other products and that

experience was only in the local branch show. I’ve not even made it to the Devon
County Show because we run a B&B and it is impossible to get away on summer
bank holiday weekends.
I went online, skimmed through the schedule (which will bite me later on) and

thought I could put something in a few of the classes.
I had a look at the lectures and the workshops that were available and picked a

couple that would be nice to go to. A plan was beginning to form.
My son and family live only 30 minutes from Sandown Park but, post lockdown,

they are both working from home, meaning the spare bedroom is not available during
the week. I had to find other accommodation so my wife and I booked 3 nights at an
Esher B&B on the Tesco clubcard vouchers scheme, the final night being our thirty-
eighth wedding anniversary.
I had entered a few classes; jars of honey, comb honey, wax blocks, beeswax

wraps, candles and honey beer. I had worked out that it was more economical to
take out membership of the show which gave me unlimited access and free entry into
as many classes as I wished.

Wednesday afternoon and evening was
set aside to deliver the exhibits to the show.
For those of you who have never entered

anything in your local show, it is worth noting
that there are local shows and there is the
National Honey Show. They couldn’t be
further apart.
I was slightly intimidated arriving at

Sandown Park with my boxes of exhibits as
it was the unknown.
The welcome couldn’t have been warmer

or more genuine. From Gill on the reception
desk to Fiona in the set up hall, Bill the Head
Steward and everyone I met over the days, I
felt I was embraced as a fellow beekeeper.
In local shows you rock up, stick your

displays on the bench, and go get a cup of
tea. It’s different at the National.
Tables covered in black cloth are there for

you to lay out your exhibits, ensure that your
labels are correctly attached and you are happy with the presentation. At this point a
white coated steward, wearing white gloves, collects and signs for your exhibits, pops
them on a trolley and takes them over to the other stewards who will place them on
benches in the exhibition hall.
It was at the set up table that I noticed another beekeeper take out his wax block

and polish it with methylated spirits. Some people obviously take it seriously. There
were small wax blocks that looked like beautiful sea-urchins, and crystal clear jars of
honey and mead. The standard was high and I consoled myself that I was entering
for the experience, not to win
anything.
The only opportunity for

exhibitors to enter the hall before
the Show is if you have a pass
that allows entry to set up your
own specific displays. Only a few
classes are allowed that pass and
I had one.
I had entered a class that was a

display of beeswax blocks, with a
minimum of 6 blocks. I had
decided to make a display of
different-sized blocks and shape
them in the form of a Shepherd’s
Hut.

What a Display

The Shepherd’s Hut
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This is where the skim reading of the
schedule was to bite me. Everyone
else laid out six symmetrical 1 or 2
ounce beeswax blocks. The schedule
said “a display of beeswax blocks
containing at least 6 blocks”. I think I
got away with either artistic
interpretation or being Irish.
The skimming of the schedule hadn’t

finished biting me. I had prepared my
exhibits, labelled them and laid them
out for the steward.
On the right of the table you can see

both of my tall candles. They didn’t go in to the show because there should have
been 3 of them. I hadn’t read the schedule properly.
The steward took my exhibits away and I wasn’t to see them until the following day,

after judging.
I did set up my Shepherd’s Hut display and noticed that on the other side of the

display bench was a class for beeswax models. My Shepherd’s Hut should have
been entered in that class. “Read the schedule, Steve.”
Thursday morning was for the judges. The Trade Stands opened at noon with

some lectures going on in the venue. I felt they were quite high-brow for me so didn’t
bother with them. After lunch I took in the Trade Stands. There were fascinating
stands, some great offers, beautiful
products and nice people. It didn’t
seem too crowded which surprised
me.
The show opened at 3 pm so I

wandered in to take in the quality of
the exhibits. I was absolutely
gobsmacked to get a Commended for
my Shepherd’s Hut; then, I saw I had a
Commended for my beeswax wraps.
The shock was complete when my
Honey Beer got a First!
My single beeswax block really

stood out. It was rectangular. (I had
found a toolbox drawer to use as a
mould.) Mine is the rectangular one in
the middle of the photograph. It won
nothing.
All of the others are round (and

probably all polished with meths!) I
had read the schedule but didn’t

realise the normal shapes were
done in a pyrex bowl.
During tea breaks and whilst

waiting I met a lady from
Streatham, a new beekeeper
who won a First for her display
of hive products. I also met a
chap from Warrington at his first
Show who won a First for his
Honey and sultana cake.
What did I learn?

1. Beginners can win First
prizes at the National Honey
Show.
2. I don’t believe that any
honey classes were won by jars
with plastic lids.

3. The welcome offered at the National Honey Show is incredible.
4. Do your best, don’t expect to win – but you might.
5. Entering is fun and anonymous. If you make a Shepherd’s Hut, no-one

needs to know.
If you have ever wondered what it is like to exhibit at a Show – DO IT. Start with

your local show. It’s a great way to learn and you are supporting those who put the
effort in to stage the show.
What’s the worst that can happen? You may make a Shepherd’s Hut that’s not

quite appropriate to the class. Don’t worry, no-one will know. Show no fear.

Judging at the Show

The Trade Hall

Beeswax Blocks Class

My Entries



The writings of Gerald Durrell, not least My Family and Other Animals, are relatively
unknown in the US, even as the recent Masterpiece Theatre series, The Durrells in
Corfu, is making a dent in this omission. As best I recall Gerry never wrote about
honey bees directly, although we can surmise from another of his stories what he
might have written …
One day I found two queens in a hive. I was enraptured by this discovery even as

we now know it is not uncommon, and I decided to smuggle one of the two into the
house and up to my bedroom until I could introduce her into a queenless colony.
With infinite care I manoeuvred her into a matchbox, added some worker bees for
company, and then hurried to the villa. It was rather unfortunate that just as I
entered the door lunch should be served, so I placed the matchbox carefully on the
mantelpiece in the drawing-room, slightly ajar so the bees could get some air, made
my way to the dining room and joined the family for the meal. Dawdling over my
food, feeding Roger the dog surreptitiously under the table and listening to the family
arguing, I completely forgot about my prisoners. At last, elder brother Larry, having
finished, fetched his cigarettes from the drawing-room, and lying back in his chair he
put one in his mouth and picked up the matchbox he had brought. Oblivious to
impending doom I watched him with interest as, still talking glibly, he opened the
matchbox.
I maintain to this day that the bees meant no harm. After all, they are defensive

rather than aggressive but they were agitated and a trifle annoyed at being shut up in
a matchbox and so they seized the first opportunity to escape. They climbed out of
the box with great rapidity onto the back of Larry’s hand. Not quite certain what to do
next, the queen paused at the same time as Larry glanced down to see what it was,
and from that moment
things got increasingly
confused.
Larry uttered a roar of

fright that made Lugaretzia,
in the kitchen, drop a plate
and brought Roger out from
beneath the table, barking
wildly. With a flick of his
hand Larry sent the
unfortunate queen flying
down the table, and she
landed halfway between
sister Margo and brother
Leslie. Thoroughly enraged
at this undignified
treatment, the queen flew
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Chaos in Corfu
Jeremy Barnes

towards Leslie who leaped to his feet, overturning his chair, and flicked out
desperately with his napkin, sending the queen towards Margo, who let out a scream
that any railway engine would have been proud to produce. Mother, completely
bewildered by this sudden and rapid change from peace to chaos, put on her glasses
and peered down the table to see what was causing the pandemonium at the same
time as Margo, in a vain attempt to stop the queen’s advance, hurled a glass of water
at it. The shower missed Her Highness completely but successfully drenched mother
who, not being able to stand cold water, promptly lost her breath and sat gasping at
the end of the table, unable even to protest.
The queen had sought cover under Leslie’s plate, the attendants were trying to get

out of the windows, and Roger the dog, mystified by all the panic but determined to
do his share, ran round and round the room, barking hysterically.
“It’s that bloody boy again,” bellowed Larry, referring to me.
“Look out! Look out! They’re coming!” screamed Margo.
“All we need is a book,” roared Leslie. “Don’t panic. Hit it with a book.”
“What on earth’s the matter with you all?” Mother kept imploring, mopping her

glasses.
“It’s that bloody boy. He’ll kill the lot of us. Look at the table - knee-deep in bees.”
“Stop screeching and get a book, for God’s sake. You’re worse than the dog.

Shut up, Roger.”
“By the grace of God, I wasn’t bitten”
“Actually,” I said hesitantly, “bees don’t bite, they sting.”
“Oh, shut up and give me a book.”
“But just how did the bees get on the table, dear?”

Photo by Bert Bohemian on Unsplash; ‘Corfu Cottage’



233 234

“That bloody boy. Every matchbox in the house is a death trap.”
“Hit it with your knife … your knife. Go on, hit it.”
Since no one had bothered to explain things to him, Roger was under the mistaken

impression that the family was being attacked, and that it was his duty to defend us.
As Lugaretzia, in the kitchen, was the only stranger among us, he came to the logical
conclusion that she must be the responsible party, so he bit her on the ankle. That
did not help matters very much.
By the time order had been restored, and after an impassioned plea on my part,

backed up by Mother, Leslie’s suggestion that the whole lot be slaughtered was
squashed. While the family, still simmering with rage and fright, retired to the
drawing-room, I found the queen and returned her to the matchbox, accompanied by
the attendants who were beating themselves against the glass window panes.
Roger and I spent the afternoon outside, for I felt it would be prudent to allow the

family to have a siesta before seeing them again.
The results of this incident were numerous. Larry developed a phobia about

matchboxes and opened them with the utmost caution, a handkerchief wrapped
around his hand. Lugaretzia limped around the house for weeks after the bite had
healed, her ankle enveloped in yards of bandage, which she took off every morning
as she brought in the tea to show us how the scars were getting on.
But from my point of view, the worst repercussion was that Mother decided I was

running wild again, and that it was high time I received a little more education. Really,
it was not my fault.

Happy Holidays.

www.northernbeebooks.co.uk

The widest range of 
English language 

bee books 

“the quality quarterly with quarterly quality”

The
BeekeepersQuarterly

The home of

Book Review
Kathy Lovegrove

Honeybee Anatomy Brought to Life
by Graham Kingham
How lucky we are, in Devon, to have such an

accomplished apiarist as Graham Kingham. You will
have seen his articles in Beekeeping but may not be
aware that Northern Bee Books have just published
Graham’s third book, another fascinating insight into
the world of bees.

Honeybee Anatomy Brought to Life covers all the key
aspects of the bee’s anatomy in a very readable
format. The information is divided into short sections
with the text liberally illustrated by sketches, diagrams
and incredible photos taken through a stereo
microscope. I found it absorbing, almost like an adult’s
picture book where words and images work together - in this case to reveal the
mysterious workings of the honeybee.
If you have ever used a microscope to examine parts of a bee, you will have been

amazed at the complex structures but not always able to work out exactly what you
are looking at. This book is very useful in addressing that problem since it is aimed
at the enthusiast rather than the academic. The author introduces each topic in
broad terms so the terminology becomes familiar, then uses his photomicrographs to
pinpoint specific features. Suddenly, you can clearly identify the longitudinal flight
muscles, the lips of the proventriculus or the suboesophageal ganglion!
This book would appeal to all those who are interested in insect anatomy, from the

casual beekeeper looking for a more in-depth understanding of their bees to
someone struggling with the textbooks prescribed for a module exam. The retail
price of Honeybee Anatomy Brought to Life is £24.95 and is definitely worth
considering for a Christmas present list.
Honeybee Anatomy Brought to Life is published by Northern Bee Books, ISBN 978-1-914934-12-4
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Talking Points: 'Raw Honey’ - What is it?
Lilah Killock

Do you find yourself irritated by apparently irrelevant
appropriation of normal words to describe something that
isn’t a ‘thing’?
"Do you have any raw honey?" How my heart sinks

when I hear that question. "None of this honey is
cooked," I want to reply. When I ask what do they mean
by raw honey, the answer is usually a shrug. The would-
be purchaser has no idea. That makes two of us.
Honey labelled for sale must carry one of the following

reserved words that describe the product: Honey,
Blossom Honey, Nectar Honey, Comb Honey, Chunk Honey, Cut Comb in Honey,
Drained Honey, Extracted Honey, Pressed Honey, Filtered Honey, and Baker's
Honey. (The last is used when the honey has been heated excessively and is sold
for cooking purposes.) If, and only if, the predominant nectar source is known, the
reserved word can be prefixed with the source, eg heather honey. Note that the
word "raw" is not in the list of reserved words. So what does this word signify as
regards honey?
According to my dictionary, there are two definitions of the word "raw": (1) said of

meat, vegetables, etc, not cooked, and (2) not processed, purified or refined.
Obviously, I haven't cooked the honey, but I do strain my honey through a double
filter before jarring - does that count as processing? Or purifying? Or refining? It
certainly removes the odd lump of wax or pollen, or
bee leg or antenna. If I leave these contaminants
in, will that make my product more acceptable to
the person asking for "raw honey"? This is an
experiment I have yet to try.
In the meantime, my solution is to direct the

customer to the cut comb on display, and demand
a premium price for satisfying their need for "raw
honey".

For Sale and Wanted
Small ads (up to 100 words) placed in Beekeeping magazine are free to members of
DBKA. Ads will automatically cease after one insertion. Repeated advertisements
(up to a maximum of three months total) only by separate negotiation with the team
on ads@devonbeekeepers.org.uk. Ads will automatically go onto the Devon
Beekeepers’ website where they will cease after six months unless the Webmaster is
requested to remove them earlier.
WANTED Honey in approx. 30 lb buckets. Please contact Mave Dowling on
mavisdowling@btinternet.com

How much do you know about Branches other than your own in Devon? In this
series of articles, each of the eleven Devon Branches will be featured. If you would
like to write an article about your Branch’s history and notable beekeepers, please
send it to the Editor. The first Branch to come under the spotlight is Torbay.

Torbay Branch of Devon Beekeeping
Association is situated on the Cockington
Estate, at the side of the lane going up
from The Drum Inn (what3words ref:
mend.disbanded.spending). It currently
has 90 members.
There have been many notable

beekeepers in the Branch over the years.
One of TBK’s most notable claims to fame
was the discovery there in April 1992 of the
varroa mite by Rod and Maggie Saffery

who brought it to the attention of the relevant authorities; as you well know, it is now
endemic in the whole of the UK mainland. There is a brass plate on the shed there to
commemorate this event.
Then, there must be a mention of Ron Brown, President of TBK

for many years. His books are still popular and in print. Ron was a
lecturer who was in demand worldwide.
Doug Westaway has been a long-standing member of the

branch. Here are some first-hand memories from him. “My first
memories are of occasionally walking down to Cockington on
Saturday afternoons with my pal, John Vyle – who happened to
live next door to me. We were just young teenagers and neither of
us kept bees. However, John’s dad, Fred Vyle, was a beekeeper
with his own hives of bees and also looked after the bees of an
elderly gentleman for whom Fred was the full-time gardener and
handyman. John continued with his interest in beekeeping, helping his father with his
hives and eventually became a dedicated beekeeper in his own right. At that time, in
the 1940s, Torbay had a beekeeping branch but no branch apiary. The members
would meet during the summer season at each other’s home apiaries, more social
events than beekeeping. One member lived in Cockington village and meetings were
held in the large garden. I well recall watching the grey squirrels playing in the trees
and on the lawn. However, this was not at the site of our present branch apiary!
Following National Service and then motorcycles and attractive young ladies I got

married and shortly afterwards, in 1963, moved to Bude in North Cornwall in
connection with the installation and subsequent maintenance of submarine telephone
cables to North America. This was shift working which gave ample 'daytime’ for a
hobby. I took up beekeeping in 1965, joining the Holsworthy Branch, and thereafter,

DBKA Branches: Torbay
Viv Thorn
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on weekends in Torquay, would go along to Cockington with Fred and John Vyle to
the Torbay Branch apiary on its present site.
Maurice Satterley, another lifetime friend and enthusiastic beekeeper, wrote at my

instigation, the history of the Branch apiary which I published in ‘Buzz’ our Branch
newsletter. As I recall it, the Branch apiary site was occupied by two elderly Torquay
beekeepers with Maurice giving them a ‘young’ helping hand. Over a period of a few
years the ‘owners’ gave up an active interest in beekeeping leaving Maurice, by
default, with the apiary. The hives were old and rotten and one day Maurice decided
to burn the whole of the equipment and set up a Torquay Branch apiary on the site.
The Branch took over the annual rental payment to Torquay Council and the official
Branch apiary was born.”
Other notable members of the Branch over the years were Kingsley Law who

became General Secretary of BBKA, and the Downings of the DBKA Downing Bowl
fame.
Amongst the current membership, Jim Mogridge and Russell Beech have been

very influential in Torbay and for DBKA. Russell gets bees to make sculptures from
wax.
Also, we have Gerry Stuart, Colin Lodge and Judith Norman who have done

sterling work in the AHAT team, Mike Ticehurst, until recently Torbay and Devon
Webmaster and eR2 Officer, Jane Schindler-Ord, newsletter editor, James
Schindler-Ord, current Chair and Liz Westcott, Education Officer and Devon County
Show Committee Chair.
The apiary welcomes new and established members from April to the end of

September and runs between 12-15 hives. Recently, the Branch has acquired a

second apiary site at Occombe Farm and it is
there that new beekeepers can site their first
hive and gain knowledge, experience and
confidence in the practical side of
beekeeping.
Pre-covid, the Branch had a very

enthusiastic queen rearing programme run by
Jim Mogridge and Glyn Davies and hopefully
this will be reinstated once things get back to
normal.
Beginners courses are run by Liz Westcott

and thereafter new beekeepers are generally buddied up with more experienced
members who live close to them and can act as mentors.
During the Spring and Summer members can meet up every Saturday afternoon

between 2pm and 4pm, and Gerry Stuart has developed a very comprehensive
teaching syllabus for beginners and improvers. There are also social events
throughout the season, summer BBQs, Bee Safaris and Christmas meals out at the
Paignton Club as well as interactions with the public at Cockington Fayre and other
local events.
As well as a Beginners’ Course running through the winter months, the Branch has

monthly meetings from October until April which take place on the second Monday of
the month at St Paul’s Church in Preston
from 7.30pm and talks from either local
or external speakers. Raffles at these
events help boost the Branch funds.
Members from other Branches are
always welcome to attend.
Torbay has always had Branch

excursions to the BBKA Spring National
Conference, either travelling by minibus
or car sharing and meeting up in the
evening at local pubs to socialise.
In the last few years the Branch has

opened a shop at the Apiary where
members can purchase beekeeping
equipment at very competitive prices.
The Branch also raises money by selling
its honey to local shops and at the apiary
gate.
Torbay always welcomes visits from

other Devon members or Branches.
Please contact the Branch Secretary,
Di Hatherley,
dianne.hatherley@btinternet.com if you
would like to visit.

www.thebeeshop.co.uk

Quality Beekeeper
Clothing

At Affordable Prices

Full Suits,
Smocks, Bee Vests &

Veils
Full Adult Beekeeper Suit
from £55 (free postage)

Email:
michaeljohnduckett@gmail.com

Cockington Village
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Topical Tips
Chris Utting, Master Beekeeper

Regularly check that the mouseguards are in position as badgers can cause
damage; I once had a hive that I discovered was too close to a holt and the
mouseguards were being pulled off.
December is too late to do anything about stores: this should have been done in

October. It is now too cold for the bees to produce and manipulate wax to seal the
cells, leaving a risk of fermentation of the sugar syrup. However, if Ambrosia syrup is
used this will not ferment, but it is probably too cold for the bees to reach the feeder.
Keep the hive entrance at least 12” (600mm) above ground level avoiding the

damp air; colonies cannot deal with dampness.
Remove entrance blocks, varroa floor inserts and any insulation under the roof;

place matchsticks under each corner of the crown board. If the colony is cold this
keeps the bees inactive and they do not consume their stores. Metabolic water
condenses under the roof and can be used to dilute the honey from 18% to 50%
water content – the ideal strength for immediate consumption.
In early January the brood area is very small and there is no drone brood; the

varroa mite has a limited number of cells in which to breed so is exposed and
vulnerable. Drizzle 5ml (a teaspoon) 3.2% oxalic acid in sugar syrup over the cluster
ensuring that the solution is warmed to about 35°C; the ‘Trickle 2’ applicator holds
100ml and is very convenient and easy to use.
Do not give the colony a Xmas present of a jar of honey; feeding in mid-winter may

encourage the queen to start laying resulting in chilled brood when the temperature
drops and the cluster tightens.
With a layer of snow do not get concerned to see dozens of dead bees around the

apiary; this is normal but cannot be seen in grass. If the snow is deep keep the
entrance clear to enable the colony to breathe.
Lift the roof and check for hibernating queen wasps – a favourite site – and a

simple way of keeping a control if the wasps are a nuisance.

SOUTH DEVON HONEY SHOW
(organised this year by Torbay Branch)

at St Paul’s Church Hall, Preston, Paignton TQ3 2DH
on

Saturday 29 January 2022
for Schedule see:

www.devonbeekeepers.org.uk or www.tbbk.co.uk
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Hornets: A Brief Brush
Chris Lloyd

A couple of months ago I popped over to see a friend who was worried that her
bees were being attacked by hornets. My first thought, given the recent Berkshire
sighting, was to confirm that they were not Asian hornets. Apparently, she had been
standing guard with a badminton racket, swatting them out of the sky before they
could take down her bees.
When I arrived, the front of the hive had a good cluster of bees bearding the

entrance. After a few moments the next hornet appeared. We watched her (the
hornet, not our beekeeper) as she moved in on the hive, but she just tentatively
approached the cluster then drifted off to the side and past. There was a little
defensive flutter across the cluster for a moment, but I noticed the stream of returning
workers did not falter and the hornet did not take any notice of the flying bees.
After a few minutes more a couple of big ginger hornets came in, but again,

ignored the cluster and did not appear to be looking to gain entrance. As they drifted
around to the side of the hive I noticed an oak tree in the hedgerow behind and just
then a hornet lifted off from behind the trunk to fly straight up and off through the
woods.
I wondered if the tree had any bacterial ooze and our beekeeper confirmed that

she had seen that on the tree.
Bacterial ooze, or Slime Flux, is typically caused when bacteria get into a wound.

The bacterial infection causes fermentation of the sap, often accompanied by yeasts
and other pathogens, producing methane gas. This then forces the 'ooze' out through
whatever exit is to hand. This is usually the original wound, but frequently through
stress cracks and fork unions. Our wood hornets love it – as do Red Admiral
butterflies.
It turned out that the hornets that my friend observed around her hive were really

just passing through on their way to a tasty and hassle-free meal.
On the whole, our wood hornet, or

European hornet is not too interested in
our bees. There is easier food around
and, whilst they may take the odd bee,
they are not generally known for
attacking a hive in force. (They do
however take wax moths.)
The native hornet has a generally

ginger appearance to my eye, whilst the
Asian hornet (I have yet to see one
myself, thankfully) is much darker in
general appearance with a black thorax.
See the excellent comparison chart on
the www.nonnativespecies.org website
which is cited on the BeeBase site
amongst others. European hornet



add a dessertspoonful of milk. Now carefully fold in
the soaked fruit and add the lemon and orange peel
and ground almonds. Spoon the mixture into the
cake tin and smooth with the back of a spoon. Bake
in the centre of the oven for about 2-2¹/2 hours until
the centre is firm and springy to touch. If the top of
the cake is browning too quickly, turn the oven down
10ºC and place a piece of parchment paper or tin foil
over the top of the cake. When ready, a skewer
placed in the cake should come out clean. Let it cool
before taking it out of the tin.
If you like a boozy cake, make up about 100ml

sugar syrup 2:1 and add 50ml brandy or sherry.
Make holes in the top of the cake with a skewer and
spoon the syrup on top over a couple of days but
don’t make the cake too wet; just use enough to fill the holes in a few seconds.
When you are ready to ice the cake, place it on a cake board slightly bigger than

the cake and place this on a turntable if you have one. Place the apricot jam in a
small bowl and heat gently in the microwave until runny. Take a pastry brush and
brush the surface of the cake with the jam. Move the cake to one side. Now lay out
two strips of parchment paper and sellotape them together. Sprinkle the surface with
icing sugar. Take the ready to roll icing out of the wrapping and place in microwave
for 30 seconds. It can now be kneaded into a round. Coat a rolling pin (preferably a
silicone one) with icing sugar and start to roll out the icing until you have a circle
roughly 3cm larger than the dimensions of two sides and the top of the cake (for a
20cm cake this will be about 42cm. Place the cake very close to the icing and drape
one side of the icing sheet over the rolling pin. In one movement lift up the rolling pin
covered in the icing, with the parchment paper, and place it over the cake so that all
the cake is covered with spare round the edges. The parchment paper can then be
peeled away from the icing With a clean dry hand, gently press the icing to the sides
of the cake. You can use a smoothing tool for this if you have one. Once the icing is
secure on the cake, the excess can be trimmed off the bottom. Save this icing and
add a little food colouring of your choice. You may have to trim the icing at the
corners of the hexagon and merge the two edges together with the smoothing tool.
Now press the hexagonal mould on the surface of the icing, being careful to

maintain the pattern over the top and down the
sides. You can then cut out a Christmas message
with the leftover icing using some alphabet
moulds and add Christmas shapes. Dip the letter
moulds in dry icing sugar, then cut out the shape.
Paint the surface of the letters and shapes with a
little alcohol (I use vodka) and place on the cake
with the alcohol side on the icing. They can be
eased out of the mould with a wooden skewer.
Sit back, admire your handiwork and enjoy!

243 244

This cake is based on a Delia Smith Dundee
cake recipe. The quantities are for a round
20cm diameter tin, (volume 2512 sq cm) but
will also be suitable for a hexagonal tin where
the largest diameter is 23cm.
If you wish to cook a larger cake, calculate

the volume of the tin you are using and
multiply up the ingredients accordingly.
To calculate the volume of a hexagonal tin,

divide the cake floor into six triangles, then
calculate the area of each triangle, (½ x base x
height), multiply this by 6, then multiply that by

the depth of the tin. For example, a hexagonal tin with 12cm sides to the floor would
have a volume of 6 x 10 (ht) x 6 = 360, x height of cake 7cm = 2520 sq cm.
Ingredients
150g butter at room temperature
150g caster sugar
3 large eggs
225g sifted plain flour If using gluten-free flour add half teaspoon xantham gum
1 teaspoon baking powder
Milk (if necessary to get a dropping consistency)
175g currants
175g sultanas
50g glace cherries
50g mixed candied peel
2 tablespoons ground almonds
Finely grated rind of one small lemon and one small orange
Apricot jam
1kg Ready to Roll icing and food colouring of your choice
Method
Once you have worked out the quantities of ingredients, line the base with

parchment paper and spray the sides with low-calorie cooking spray or margarine.
Pre-heat your oven to gas mark 3, 170ºC (150ºC for fan oven).
The night before baking the cake, put all the dried fruit into a bowl and allow to

soak overnight. I use a combination of 50ml brandy (or sherry) and cold tea. In the
morning the fruit should be moist and have increased in volume.
Drain the fruit. Put the butter and sugar in a mixing bowl and mix with an electric

mixer until pale and creamy. Whisk the eggs and add to the mixture a little at a time,
continuing to mix. You may want to add a spoonful of flour halfway through adding
the eggs to stop the mixture curdling. Then,fold in the rest of the flour and baking
powder. The mixture needs to be a good dropping consistency so, if it is a little dry,

Beekeeper’s Christmas Cake Recipe
Viv Thorn
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Hameldown Rd, Exeter Rd Ind Estate, Okehampton EX20 1UB

www.beekeeping.co.uk       0344 326 2010         info@beekeeping.co.uk 

ONLY
£6.95 NBS Calendar 2022 - 

£1 per every calendar 
sold is donated to the 
BBKA.

ONLY
£6.99

Bettie Honeybee - Children’s 
Book. £2 per every book sold 
is donated between the BBKA 
& Plantlife charities.

Bee utiful
Christmas Gifts

-

5% of every sale from our gift range is 
donated to the BBKA*. So you can shop this 
Christmas whilst supporting the bees and 

their environment!
*Net of VAT.

Bee & Butterfly Bath
£19.95

Foldable 
Trilby Hat
£14.95

Bee Coat 
Hook
£5.95

Blue Bee Purse
£29.95

Travel Mug -
Queen Bee OR 
Swarm of Bees 
Design
£7.95 

Blue Bee 
Scarf
£19.95

Diary Dates
Members may attend meetings of any Branch, but it is advisable to check the details with
the Branch Secretary first. Contact details are:

East Devon eastdevonbk.co.uk 01404 841629

Exeter exeterbeekeepers.org.uk 01392 832956

Holsworthy holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk 01237 440165

Newton Abbot nabk.org.uk rmountford@fordergardens.co.uk

North Devon northdevonbees.org secretary@northdevonbees.org

Okehampton okehamptonbee.co.uk 01363 82361

Plymouth plymouthbeekeepers.btck.co.uk 01752 338279

Tavistock events.tavistockbeekeepers@gmail.com 07709 977646

Tiverton tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk 01363 860252

Torbay tbbk.co.uk 01803 844804

Totnes &
Kingsbridge

totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com 01803 866028

December

Thu 2 7:30pm East Devon Christmas Meet-up and Design a Honey Label
via Zoom (tbc)

Sat 11 10:00am DBKA Annual General Meeting via Zoom to be followed
by two talks. See pages 225 and 226.

Mon 13 7:30pm Torbay Christmas Social (St Paul’s Church Hall, Preston,
Paignton)

Wed 15 7:00pm Exeter Graham Kingham A Shopping Day for a Worker
Bee via Zoom

Wed 15 7.30pm Tiverton Christmas Get Together via Zoom

January

Thu 6 7.00pm East Devon

Annual joint meeting with West Dorset:
Alan Wade (Canberra) Rivers of Honey: keeping
double-hive and two queen colonies
Zoom meeting from Australia, hosted by Lynne
Ingram from Somerset Beekeepers

Wed 19 7:00pm Exeter Dr Gerry Brierley Medicinal Apitherapy: A journey
into the healing hive via Zoom

Thu 27 7.00pm North Devon David Packham Pests and Diseases (The Castle
Centre, Barnstaple)

Sat 29 All Day
Newton Abbot,
South Hams &
Torbay

South Devon Honey Show (St Paul’s Church
Hall, TQ3 2DH). Schedule on Devon
Beekeepers, and Torbay Beekeepers’ website
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