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DEVON BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION
Registered Charity No 270675

Chairman - Viv Thorn, Cross Orchard, Steep Hill, Maidencombe, Torquay TQ1 4TS
01803-311325; viv.thorn@icloud.com

General Secretary - Barry Neal, 10 Oak Tree Road, Whitehill GU35 9DF
01420-473522; 07789-435477; gen.sec.dbka@gmail.com

Minutes of the Executive Council Meeting held by Zoom Video-link at
10.00 am on Saturday 11th September 2021

Apologies - Sue Baxter, Tony Lindsell, Colin Wood
Nothing Heard - Tim Allen, Richard Ball, Simon Jones, Paul Smith

2. Chairman’s Remarks - the Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, especially Zara
Svensson who was standing-in for Colin Wood, North Devon Branch Chairman. The Chairman also
reminded delegates to declare any interests that they may have during the course of the meeting.

3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting, 26th June 2021
3.1. There had been a concern that the record on Item 6, Beekeeping Magazine Costs, did not
reflect accurately the discussion at the meeting. The future cost implications may not have
been discussed fully, and the EC needed the complete picture before going forward. The
matter would be addressed at the November 2021 EC meeting.

Action - Gen Sec
3.2. The Chairman would send the relevant amendment for the 26th June minutes to the Gen
Sec.

Action - Chairman
3.3. The minutes had been amended as follows:

- Keith Bone, Gift Aid Treasurer, added to the list of attendees.
- An additional sentence had been added to Item 6, Beekeeping Magazine Costs, “No
agreement had yet been reached as to the cost implications to members resulting from any
changes to the Beekeeping Magazine production and distribution.

With these amendments the minutes had been agreed.

4. Treasurer’s Report; Papers EC(21) 8 & 9 referred - AB gave delegates an overall brief. The
DCS finances had been better than expected. A lengthy discussion had been held about DBKA
reserves. A proposal for a budget sub-group had not been taken forward. The FY21/22 budget
had been agreed unanimously on a Trustee-only vote; proposed GS, seconded BD.

5. DBD/AGM - it had been confirmed that the 2021 DBD/AGM would be on the 11th December at
10.00am. A speaker had yet to be found. The Gen Sec would produce a Calling Notice for
inclusion in the October Edition of Beekeeping Magazine.

Action - Gen Sec
(Note - complete)
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6. Honey Adulteration Proposition for the 2022 BBKA ADM - GS had produced 3 propositions
which had been circulated to delegates. After a lengthy discussion it had been recommended that
they be combined into a single proposition and the wording rationalised. It would need to be signed
by the Chairman and a seconding association found. It had been agreed to take the proposition
forward; proposed GS, seconded MP, unanimous.

7. Beekeeping Magazine International Subscribers; Paper EC(21) 10 referred - it was agreed
that there was no further need for an International Subscriber offer for Beekeeping Magazine.
Proposed LK, seconded Gen Sec, unanimous.

8. Totnes & Kingsbridge Branch Change of Name; Paper EC(21) 11 referred - a lengthy
discussion ensued in which it became apparent that there was little enthusiasm among delegates for
a Branch name change to ‘South Devon’. Confusing; too large an area and not properly defined;
impinging on Newton Abbot, Torbay, Plymouth. JK said that the Newton Abbot branch felt
threatened in terms of member recruitment; there could be an effect on other branches’ member
recruitment. GS supported the rationale but considered the proposed name inappropriate. An
alternative name of ‘South Hams’ had been suggested but it had been felt that no-one knew what
the South Hams was. The proposal had not been supported; proposed TS, seconded LK, 3 for, 11
against, 3 abstentions. The Branch would consider tabling an alternative proposal at the November
2021 EC meeting.

Action - TS

9. 2022 EC Dates - 22nd January, 12th March, 25th June, 10th September, 26th November

10. Branch Activity
- East Devon - there had been 5 credits on basic assessments. Zoom/other meetings ongoing.
- N Devon - the branch had introduced a ‘Bee-Buddy’ system which would continue next year.
- Plymouth - the Branch had completed its Beginner’s Course, and had postponed its Honey
Show until 2022.
- Okehampton - its last summer talk would be on 11th September in the afternoon.

- Totnes & Kingsbridge - ‘Teas & Bees’ had been a success with its members, and the Branch had
been having challenges in obtaining appropriate insurance.

- Torbay - EFB was now clear; the Branch would be having a BBQ on 11th September, pm.

All Branch Delegates were asked to let the Gen Sec know of Branch AGM dates & times, and whether
virtual or face-to-face.

Action - Branch Delegates

11. AOB

11.1. the DBKA Webmaster, MT, was standing down with immediate effect. It was agreed
that Paul Greening would take over and be co-opted onto the EC. He would stand for election
to the post at the December AGM. Proposed MT, seconded TS, unanimous.

Action - Gen Sec
11.2. the SWBKF had been concentrating its efforts on education and was setting up Module
Study Groups. The SWBKF Sec would be co-ordinating individual module requirements; an
economy of scale. TA would co-ordinate on all DBKA requirements.

Action - TA
11.3. nominations for the Downing Memorial Bowl for 2021 would be encouraged in
Beekeeping Magazine.
11.4. the 2022 Devon County Show would be on 30th June, 1st/2nd July.
11.5. the closing date for the DBKA Virtual Honey Show had been extended to 30th November.

12. Date of the Next Meeting - 27th November; by Zoom unless notified otherwise.

Barry Neal Viv Thorn
General Secretary Chairman

27th November 2021


