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Minutes of the 2021 Annual General Meeting (AGM) held on 11t December
virtually on Zoom at 10.00 am

It had not been possible to hold a Devon Beekeepers’ Day this year due to the Pandemic; so this is a record of
the AGM held, examination results, and additional comments and presentations made. The AGM was held in
accordance with Enclosure 4 to the DBKA Governing Document - Provisions for the Holding of AGMs in the
Event of Natural and/or Unavoidable Circumstances

Opening by the Chairman - the Chairman welcomed members and took a moment to remember
those beekeepers who had passed away this year.

East Devon - Verbena Evans, Shane Dorrington & Malcolm Jenkins
Holsworthy - Dennis Scott

North Devon - Dieter Wirtz & Maurice Anderson

Plymouth - Racy Sims & Barry Mundell

Okehampton - Rosemary Berrington & Marion Minton

Tiverton - Ruth Sorenson

Torbay - Karen Hooper

Totnes & Kingsbridge - Anne Halliday

The Chairman thanked members of the DBKA EC for all their hard work during the year, and to those
members in the Branches who sat on the committees, were involved in Education, and ran the
branch apiaries. She noted that if all members would just do a little to help their Branch or County,
then DBKA would continue to be a thriving association. Special thanks were given to Barry Neal
who is stepping down as DBKA General Secretary and to Keth Bone, Gift Aid Treasurer who have
both given many years of service to these posts. These posts are currently vacant and she asked
members to think if they might be willing to come forward to fill them. Mike Ticehurst has also
stepped down after many years as Webmaster (now to be called IT Manager) but we are delighted
to welcome Paul Greening to this post. Lilah Killock is also stepping down as Beekeeping Editor
and we are delighted that Chris Lloyd will be taking up that post.

Thanks was also given to the Asian Hornet Teams both at'a County and Branch level. We are
fortunate that the AH has not been more prevalent this year, but it is heartening to note that we
have a robust network of individuals who are ready to tackle any incursions.

Although the Bees and Honey Marquee at the Devon County Show had a reduced number of
displays, due to Covid restrictions and a smaller footfall, we still managed to make £2000 profit.
The Chairman thanked Liz Westcott and her team for all their hard work in making the show so
successful.

We are delighted that Kathy Lovegrove has agreed to stand as Education Officer for DBKA. Kathy
has been working with other associations in the South West to co-ordinate the provision of modular
study groups, and she has also been working with Claire McGettigam from the Yorkshire
Beekeepers’ Association discussing and formulating best working practice in education.

DBKA organised a pan-Devon Beginners’ Course this year which had 62 people signed up. Itis
hoped that most branches will be able to have a face-to-face Beginners’ Course in this coming year
if Covid restrictions allow this to happen.

DBKA is presenting 3 resolutions at the BBKA ADM in January 2022 - all to do with the problem of
honey adulteration. We are asking that the BBKA contact both Trading Standards and HM
Government to ensure that the methods used to test imported honey are fit for purpose. We are
also asking that the BBKA inform the public about the scale of honey adulteration in imported honey.
These propositions are supported by the Somerset Beekeepers’ Association and the BBKA EC.

We have agreed a change of nhame for Totnes and Kingsbridge branch which will now be known as
South Hams Branch. This will make administration much easier for them.

Finally the Chairman wished all our members a very Happy Christmas and a healthy and prosperous
New year.
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2. Attendance & Apologies for Absence - 52 members had signed up for the AGM, but only 30
attended. All those attending were Registered, Partner, and Honorary Registered or Partner

members.

Apologies for absence had been received from 45 members.

3. Approval of the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 12t December 2020 - the
minutes were accepted as a true record and would be signed by the Chairman in due course.
Proposer Alan Binge, seconder Gerry Stuart; unanimous.

4. General Secretary’s Report on behalf of the Executive Council - a copy of the report had
been circulated prior to the meeting on the DBKA website; the report was much shorter than usual
due to the restrictions that had been placed on the Association as a result of the pandemic. The
Devon County Show had gone ahead this year with some restrictions and DBKA held its second
virtual Honey Show; at the November meeting of the SW Beekeepers’ Forum Tony Lindsell handed
over the chairmanship to Chris Smith; branches had responded very well to the restrictions on
activity imposed by the pandemic with committee meetings and Branch events held on Zoom, and
most Branches will be offering on-line winter programmes and forums; the 2022 BBKA Annual
Delegate Meeting will be a hybrid meeting (face-to-face and virtual) with a pre-meeting elections
procedure; and throughout the year EC delegates have had extensive discussions on the future
format of Beekeeping Magazine which is reported at Item 7 below.

5. Statement of Accounts from the Treasurer & Presentation of FY21/22 Budget - a copy
of the report and the accounts for the financial year ending 30t September 2021 had been

circulated prior to the meeting on the DBKA website.
points; there were no questions or comments of note.

The Treasurer briefed delegates on the major
The Chairman thanked the Treasurer for his

excellent work on all DBKA financial matters, and for explaining them in a manner that we could all

understand.

6. Election of DBKA Officers - in the absence of the President the Vice-Chairman conducted the
election of the Chairman who was elected unanimously. ~The Chairman then conducted the

remainder of the elections.
the Vice-Chairman with one abstention.

The remaining Officers were elected unanimously with the exception of

Paul Greening

Office 2028I/d2e521 Pfl:-p;(s;;: /|-|2%|g§r Proposer Seconder
President Tony Lindsell Tony Lindsell Alan Binge Chris Smith
Chairman Viv Thorn Viv Thorn Gerry Stuart Jean French
Vice Chairman Martin Pope Martin Pope Alan Binge Brian Dixon
General Secretary Barry Neal post vacant n/a
Treasurer Alan Binge Alan Binge Mike Ticehurst Simon O’Sullivan
Gift Aid Treasurer Keith Bone post vacant n/a
Editor Beekeeping Lilah Killock Chris Lloyd Viv Thorn Paul Greening
Education Officer vacant Kathy Lovegrove Gerry Stuart Chris Smith
g:z:t(;?;irman & Liz Westcott Liz Westcott Di Hatherley Ruth Neal
Webmaster Mike Ticehurst/ Paul Greening Keith Bone Mike Ticehurst

7. Chairman’s Report on the future of Beekeeping Magazine - the Chairman outlined the

EC’s discussions on the future format of Beekeeping Magazine.

The EC had decided that:

- DBKA should continue with Beekeeping Magazine in its current format for another year,
sending out digital copies to those who had requested them, and paper and digital copies to the
remainder of the members.

- from 1%t January 2023 the default format for Beekeeping Magazine would be digital; but
members who wished to access a paper copy would be able to do so.

- the EC would be committed to exploring the financial implications of a digital format Bee-
keeping Magazine so as continue to maintain value for money for DBKA members.
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Additional Business

Downing Memorial Bowl - this award is made to the DBKA member who is considered to have
contributed most to the Association in recent years. Jean French, the previous winner, read out
the citation for Lilah Killock of Totnes & Kingsbridge Branch. The Bowl would be presented as soon
as circumstances allow and the Gen Sec would forward the signed certificate in due course.

The Frank Alston Memorial Skep for the candidate with the highest marks in the Basic Assess-
ment had been awarded to Stephanie Mills of Tavistock Branch.

After the awards were presented a Question & Answer Session was held with DBKA Officers and the
topics included invitations to Branches to listen-in on EC meetings; should DBKA continue with
Zoom meetings or face-to-face meetings; the pan-Devon Beginners’ Course; and the President’s
Foundation Fund. Presentations followed by Anne Rowberry, BBKA Chairman, on Queen Rearing;
and Jo Widdicombe, BIBBA, on the Benefits of Native or near-Native Bees.

Viv Thorn
Chairman
10" December 2022
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