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Buzz Word
Viv Thorn, Chair DBKA
Greetings Beekeepers
I hope you have by now been able to get out and
inspect your hives and that your queens are laying
well. Do be mindful if we get a spell of bad weather
that you may still need to feed your bees as they
may not be able to get out to forage on the Spring
flowers.
I attended a South West Beekeepers’ Zoom forum
recently. The forum has representatives from as far
as Hampshire in the east, to Cornwall and Jersey in
the west and as far north as Avon, where Ann
Rowberry, President of BBKA is our delegate.
One of the items on the agenda was the continuing
derogation of the use of Neonicotinoids on the sugar beet crop. Although there is a
UK and EU ban on the general use of Neonicotinoids, the derogation has come
about because the sugar beet crop is being attacked by aphids sucking the sap and
in doing so introduce a virus that causes significant damage to the crop and hence
financial loss to the farmers. By 1st March this year a decision will be made as to
whether the derogation should be maintained- that is, if 19% or more of the crop is
infested with aphids. Because the nicotinoid, Thiamethoxam is applied as a seed
dressing, there is the potential to leach into the soil and so the Government has
ruled that all surrounding flowering plants should be treated with herbicide for a
period of three years, in order that the neonicotinoid residue is not passed on to
pollinators. This will not prevent leaching of the chemical into surrounding soil and
will produce a green desert around sugar beet fields, meaning that any pollinators
will be starved out of that area. This has no implications for the sugar beet crop as it
is harvested after one year and the beet does not flower until the second year of
growth. However, this is a dangerous precedent, not only from an ecological
perspective, but it will also give an impetus to other crop farmers to lobby for a wider
derogation. This matter was debated in Parliament in January 2022 and despite a
public petition of more than 50,000 signatures and other scientific evidence, the
derogation will continue if infestation levels are above 19%. Let’s hope we have a
cold snap to kill off the aphids!
We also had discussion at SWBKF about the structure and relationship between
Associations and their branches or divisions. There is quite a bit of variability
throughout the region. In Devon our Association is the parent organisation and is a
registered charity. All our members belong to Devon Beekeepers’ Association,
though they may be locally affiliated to one of the eleven branches throughout the
county. Although members in branches fund raise and acquire assets, they do so on
behalf of the parent organisation i.e. Devon Beekeepers, which owns all the assets.
Now, this doesn’t usually cause any problems and branches are generally
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autonomous as long as they submit accounts once a year and let Devon Executive
know what their plans are for the coming year with regards to spending any excess
capital. However, branches cannot sign leases for land or other legal documents. In
fact, Devon Beekeepers’ although a charity, is what is known as an unincorporated
Charity and has no legal identity. That is why we have three Holding Trustees who
act for the charity in legal matters and it is they who must take responsibility for any
legal aspects of both branches and DBKA.
This relationship between Associations and their branches or divisions is
common in other areas of the country, but it is not exclusively the case. In Cumbria
Beekeeping Association, there are five branches which are all charities in their own
right and therefore are completely autonomous. Dorset has a mixed arrangement
with some branches having charitable status and others not. The BBKA recognises
and communicates with Associations, not branches or divisions.
Problems may arise when a branch might want to join another Association, or
indeed, there is a split within a branch. Currently, our Governing document states all
assets will be retained by DBKA and I think it is time that we revisited this clause to
see if we can find a more equitable solution to what happens when a split occurs. It
is thankfully a rare event, but, having an acceptable process for dealing with it will
be helpful. If you feel you could help in reviewing this, please get in touch.
Viv.thorn@icloud.com
As the winter season of talks is coming to a close, there are some interesting
lectures on line. On February 16th, Dr. Robert Laxton of Martin- Luther University
gave a talk on Viruses in Bees. This will be on the BBKA website at a later date.
Somerset Beekeepers continue to have a series of lectures from excellent
speakers https://www.somersetbeekeepers.org.uk/lectures--workshops.html. To
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receive updates on future talks go to https:/www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/somersetbeekeepers-association-3012567834 and click on follow. You can also access past
talks through the Eventbrite site.
Also look out for talks from the BIBBA website which have a library of talks suitable
for complete beginners to advanced techniques in queen rearing.

We are still seeking volunteers for the following posts:
GIFT AID TREASURER NEEDED
DBKA urgently require a Gift Aid Treasurer to submit details of DBKA income to
HMRC for repayment of tax twice yearly. This voluntary post would suit branch
Treasurers and is an extension of the work they are currently undertaking for their
branch. If we cannot fill this post, branches will not receive Gift Aid payments. Please
contact Viv Thorn on gen.sec.dbka@gmail.com asap if you are willing to take up this
position.
GENERAL SECRETARY DBKA NEEDED
The DBKA Executive General Secretary post is still vacant and we urgently need
someone to volunteer to take up this post. Full training & support will be given.
Please contact gen.sec.dbka@gmail.com asap if you are interested in this position.

DBKA Spotlight; East Devon Branch
Val Bone (EDBK Sec)

East Devon Beekeepers has a membership of circa 300 and covers an area from
Lyme Regis to Exmouth and Chard to Cullompton. Our HQ as I call it and our branch
apiary is based in Axminster at Hunthay. That is today. But what of our beginnings?
East Devon Branch began life as the Uplyme branch in 1929. Meetings took place
in beekeepers’ gardens as opposed to any designated site in Uplyme. Later the
name changed to Uplyme and District branch and by 1957 was called the Uplyme,
Axminster and Honiton branch. From these beginnings the metamorphosis into East
Devon Beekeepers took place, but for some years the Uplyme title still lingered.
Once Axminster was involved, and well into the seventies, winter meetings with
invited guests and speakers took place initially at St John’s Ambulance Station in the
town and subsequently at the Parish Room. Summer meetings still took the form of
practical demonstrations in members’ apiaries followed by cakes and tea – a
recurring theme! The then leading light was Fred Barratt who had worked a great
deal with Ted Hooper (of Bees and Honey fame) and was a very knowledgeable and
expert beekeeper.
Back in the seventies, many local children were introduced to beekeeping via the
Agricultural Science classes at Axminster Secondary School, which were taught by
our very own David Wiscombe, (of Beekeeping for Dummies fame) but at some point
the powers that be removed this practical course from the curriculum. To plug the
gap and help educate those who had expressed a wish to take up beekeeping, the
branch began to run classes. Frank Taylor was a leading exponent of this initiative
which has expanded into the programme we offer to beginners today.
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Around 1976 the feeling arose that there would be benefits in having a ‘branch’
apiary. The first site was at Summerleaze Farm, then Hawkchurch and finally by the
late nineties to Hunthay where we remain today. The branch operated out of a
draughty barn for meetings and stored equipment in an old railway carriage (enter
myself as a new member in 2011) right up until 2015 when a new agricultural storage
facility was built on site that became our ‘Beeshed’. For that, we are indebted to Bill
and Jenny and David Newbery at Hunthay Farm. Keen members from the branch
with DIY skills, turned up daily as a mixture of Nick Knowles’ ‘Big Build’ and Alan
Titchmarsh’s ‘Groundforce’ set to and completed our Beeshed interior and outside
decking. MP Neil Parrish performed tree planting honours. Our President Hilary
Kirkcaldie cut the ribbon accompanied by past Presidents David Wiscombe and Colin
Sherwood and in celebration, we enjoyed a delicious spread with strawberries and
cream to follow.
Now in 2022 we are still enjoying the benefits of our facilities. Our apiary team of
ten manages anything between 10 and 24 hives throughout the year and meets

every Thursday morning to carry out routine inspections and perform necessary
manoeuvres. We essentially have a teaching apiary which serves our beginners
when they reach the practical stage of their beginners’ course and ‘hands on’
teaching takes the place of the theory over the summer months.
Along with a large shipping container, we also house all our equipment and
conduct our regular cleaning days on site. These are merry occasions accompanied
by delicious home baked cakes and tea, all of which helps to make the messy,
tedious task of scraping and torching of boxes, cutting out comb and feeding the
wax-melter more palatable. Volunteering for this necessary messy adventure is

32
something that has to be worked at and dress code is definitely overalls! Our
beginners’ course (usually amounting to 40 newbies) runs annually from late January
to April for the basic teaching theory followed by hive opening and bee handling from
May to September. We source all our speakers from the branch and each beginner is
assigned their own mentor to continue their training through their first year. Keenest
members go on to take their Basic assessment and then Modules.
On the first Thursday in the month, we hold our winter talks from October through
to April in Kilmington Village Hall. Subject matter targets experienced beekeepers as
well as newbies and can range from bee anatomy, to drone congregation areas, to
just a talk on something loosely related to beekeeping such as roadside biodiversity
or bumblebees. Our Christmas social usually involves a more lighthearted but bee
related theme such as a quiz or members demonstrating their latest homemade
gadgets. Festive food, a Christmas themed raffle and a sprinkling of tinsel and Santa
hats complete the scene.
We have a 16 strong committee and endeavour to bring in new blood (and youth if
possible) at each AGM in order to maintain momentum and share fresh ideas. 20
swarm collectors just about cover most of East Devon. We have a gardening team to
keep the apiary grass in trim, thus enabling comfortable and safe access to the hives
and practical folk amongst us find broken equipment sent their way – our own ‘Repair
Shop’ you might say.
Communication is key to keeping members ‘in the loop’. Getting to know beginners
and maintaining communication with all those who have gone before, creates a
friendly, cooperative group. Our communication lines operate through the monthly
newsletter (Buzz), mailing out summer and winter programmes in advance, keeping
our informative website up to date and not forgetting our postal members. Over the
last eighteen months our private Facebook group has been in operation as well.
We take the beekeeping message out to the general public at local shows - notably
Honiton and Axe Vale. We send out speakers to WI groups, primary schools and
gardening clubs along with brownies and cubs where we are always received most
warmly.
We have an annual, alternating link for our January talk with West Dorset branch
and combine with Exeter branch for the Honiton Show. Those of you who have
visited similar shows will know there is a cookery aspect to the competitions and we
hold a ‘mock’ Honiton Show cookery competition when our own Great British Bake
Off takes place with beginners entering their self-made honey cakes to be displayed,
judged, of course sampled and subsequently awarded. Risen or sunken offerings the aroma is divine!
Obviously the past two years have impacted on how we have done things, but by
reducing numbers, applying necessary Covid restrictions and of course Zooming we
have kept going just like other branches.
Anyone wishing to attend any of our talks and take in the East Devon air is most
welcome. Beekeeping has no boundaries other than those we impose for
convenience. Sharing and caring for ourselves and our bees is the name of the
game.
with thanks to Hilary Kirkcaldie for her thoughts.
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South Devon Honey Show Report
By Liz Westcott
The 2022 South Devon Honey Show was
hosted this year by Torbay Beekeepers and held
at St Paul’s Church, Preston, Paignton. This is a
combined Show for the Branches of Newton
Abbot, South Hams and Torbay Beekeepers,
however, we are always pleased to welcome
exhibitors from other Devon Branches.
Considering the disruption of the last two years
with Covid and the fact that some people may
not yet feel comfortable coming out and about, I
was pleased with the number of entries – 87 in
total. Although we did not have enough entries
to qualify for the National Honey Show’s Blue
Ribbon we did qualify and were able to award the Devon Green Ribbon for the best
exhibit in the whole Show. This was won by Brahim Meraga, Tiverton Branch, who won
with his superb frame of honey comb. Brahim won six firsts across the competition which
is an indication of the excellent quality of the exhibits he brought and staged.
The Show was generally well attended and the Question and Answer Open Forum in
the morning generated interesting and enjoyable discussion. Our Branch Shop, selling
basic essentials of beekeeping
equipment was a welcome feature.
We also sold our Branch honey
from Cockington alongside
Products of the Hive. I was
surprised at how much honey was
sold considering the majority of
people attending were beekeepers!
South Hams (formally Totnes and
Kingsbridge) staged an interesting
stall of beekeeping artefacts
together with details of their
forthcoming Introduction to
Beekeeping Course. Gerry Stuart
attended with information on the
Asian Hornet and also information
on honey adulteration.
Many thanks to our judge Jack
Mummery, an experienced National
judge who thinks nothing of
travelling long distances to judge a
Judging the Honey
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honey show. Thanks, also, to all those who worked hard to make the Show such a
success, including the competitors as, without your entries, there would be no show.

Brahim Meraga presented with the Green Ribbon
The results:
Newton Abbot
Honey Trophy – Ronald Reeve
Wax Trophy – R & M Adams
Novice Trophy – Ronald Reeve
Most points of the Newton Abbot entries – R & M Adams
South Hams
Honey Trophy – Tammy Skinner
Wax Trophy – Tammy Skinner
Cookery Trophy – Tammy Skinner
Novice Trophy – Adrian Skinner
Most points of the South Hams entries – Tammy Skinner
Torbay
Honey Trophy –joint - Gerry Stuart and Angela Huxham
Wax Trophy – Liz Westcott
Cookery Trophy – Liz Westcott
Novice Trophy – Elena Mercer
Most points across the whole Show – Liz Westcott
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What is Honey?
(Credit in April)
There has been quite a bit of talk recently in beekeeping and honey producing
circles about ‘adulterated’ honey. Some producers have been accused of watering
honey down with additives such as corn syrup, which products are finding their way
on to supermarket shelves. So, what IS honey?
Honey is composed mostly of the simple sugars, glucose and fructose. It is a
supersaturated solution - supersaturated means it contains more sugar than would
normally dissolve at that temperature. Because of its supersaturation and low water
content honey is viscous and sometimes solid. Its main ingredients are
carbohydrates (sugars) but it also contains, vitamins, minerals, amino acids,
enzymes, organic acids, pollen, fragrance and flavour compounds.
As we know most honey comes from nectar. Nectar is about 80% water whereas
honey has a water content of only 17%-18%, so nectar is not as sweet as honey. It is
also chemically different. Bees use enzymes to convert the complex sugars in nectar
into simple sugars (glucose and fructose). This is why honey is more easily digested
than regular table sugar (sucrose).
Even though fructose and glucose have the same chemical formula (C6H12O6),
their atoms are arranged differently. This difference in atomic arrangement makes
fructose taste much sweeter than glucose. (It is the fructose in honey that makes it
taste slightly sweeter than table sugar.)
Honeybees change the chemical composition of nectar using enzymes. They
produce invertase in their salivary glands which is added to the nectar as it is
gathered. This enzyme helps change sucrose into glucose and fructose whilst the
nectar is in the bee’s honey stomach - this is the beginning of the conversion of
nectar to honey. Back at the hive the foragers transfer the nectar to the house bees
who add more enzymes including amylase which helps break down amylose
(another complex sugar) into glucose. Another enzyme, glucose oxidase, then
breaks down the glucose and generates hydrogen peroxide which stabilizes the
acidity of the honey. The enzyme catalase, which converts hydrogen peroxide into
water and oxygen, also occurs in honey but, unlike glucose oxidase, it originates
from flower pollen. Hydrogen peroxide is generally thought to be the main compound
responsible for the antibacterial action of honey.
The enzyme-adding process continues each time nectar is passed from one bee to
another. House bees regurgitate and re-drink the liquid over a 20-minute period,
which further breaks down the sugars. When the water content has reduced to about
20%, the honey is deposited on the honeycomb. Here the bees fan it to speed up the
evaporation process and further condense it. The bees stop when the water
concentration is between 17-18% and move the honey to its storage location. Thus,
using evaporation and enzymes, a supersaturated solution has been formed.
All supersaturated solutions tend to crystallize. Crystallization in honey occurs
when the glucose molecules start sticking to one another, usually on a speck of dust
or pollen. These glucose crystals then fall to the bottom of the jar. A problem that may
occur with crystallization is that when the glucose crystals separate out, the leftover
liquid contains a higher percentage of water than was present originally. Honey that
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has not been pasteurised contains live yeast. When the moisture content of the
honey is high enough, the yeast will grow, fermenting some of the sugars. That’s
why honey that crystallizes readily is more liable to ferment than non-crystallized
honey.
Temperature also affects the rate of crystallization. Honey is best stored above
10ºC (50ºF). Other factors that contribute to crystallization are dust, air bubbles, and
pollen in the honey. Crystallization isn’t always bad. Creamed honey, ie easily
spreadable honey, can be achieved by controlling crystallization to create a smooth
and creamy product.
Heating honey can cause chemical changes to take place in the honey and can
produce a substance poisonous to bees. When fructose is heated, HMF
(hydroxymethylfurfural) can form even at relatively low temperatures (110o-115oF or
43o - 46o C). HMF is deadly to bees. So beware of feeding bees with high fructose
corn syrup that has been transported or stored at high temperatures.
Honey is hydroscopic which means it will collect moisture if left uncovered; this
extra moisture will allow the yeast to begin the fermentation process. Honey usually
has a water content of about 18%. If, however, its moisture content rises above 25%,
it will begin to ferment. Incidentally, that’s why collecting uncapped honey from a
beehive is not a good idea. Its higher moisture content makes it much more likely to
ferment.
Apologies to the author - this article got separated from the email and stored in the
‘Ideas’ folder. Please let me know who you are and I’ll credit in my next excuses post.
Ed.

FOR ALL YOUR BEEKEEPING NEEDS

ADAMS

homehardware
At 164 Fore Street, Exeter
Top quality equipment
Hives, frames, foundations and tools.

Main agents for E.H.THORNE
MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE
For personal service ring 01392 272877 : Email adamsofcrediton@btinternet.com
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From the Editor
Chris Lloyd
This month I deal with the fallout from my late roll-out of the last issue and
apologise for my first round of mistakes, omissions and straight out insults – but be
sure that more will follow.
The late roll-out was exacerbated by some technical difficulties at my end – and my
ongoing learning curve with the publishing software. As I write this we haven't had a
repeat of the lost work and unsynchronised saves to Dropbox, but I'm not uncrossing
my fingers yet.
Baruch Livneh kindly submitted last month's article discussing at length 'Why so
many drones' in our colonies, concluding that this is primarily the result of millions of
years' gene inheritance, whereby the sheer number of drones released to the skies
by the colony helps increase the odds of that colony's genes being passed on to the
next generation. Unfortunately, during one of the 'space juggles' I managed to lose a
crucial inch of text. The omitted text credited the statement “...we assume that a
colony produces on average 2.5 swarms in a season**” to Tom Seeley's book 'The
Lives of Bees', ch.7, p.171, where “Seeley estimates on average 2.3 swarms per
wild colony annually in Ithaca, N.Y.” I had also rearranged parts of the article at one
point, but in running out of time hadn't had the opportunity to run the final version
past him, for which I apologise. This is not the normal process and where articles
have to be pruned to fit or altered in some way it is usual to run the print version past
the author first. Most critically, I had somehow omitted crediting the article to Baruch.
I have been asked for guidance on article length; having done a word count on a
couple of good articles I would suggest that aiming at getting your points across in
around 1500 words makes for a good fit in the journal. This isn't the upper limit and
short articles or simple points of interest
also help with filling out the odd spaces. I
would ask that articles and letters are
For Sale
submitted in a standard word-processor
5 Frame Nuclei
language like MS Word, but not as PDF
files. Photos and artwork are best
Over wintered nuclei in strong non- submitted separately as jpg or, preferably,
TIFF files rather than embedded in the
returnable cortex travelling nuc
- please DO include photos.
boxes BS National brood frames document
They enliven your article and add general
Easy to handle dark British bees interest to the journal. Please also include
2021 Queen marked White
your name on the article itself since an
Available for collection from end of email attachment will be downloaded into
the magazine folder. It can be very difficult
March (weather permitting) to find the originating email later.
£160.00
Please expect some editing to fit the
Hives of bees £260.00
journal and to help any such trims make
contextual sense.
Michael Symons
'Letters to the Editor' are printed
Marston Lodge
verbatim, warts and all …so be careful
how you phrase that gentle insult.
Taddyforde Estate
Hopefully I haven't entirely put you off
New North Road
jotting
your thoughts for the world. I'm
Exeter. EX4 4AT
keen to see your interesting observations,
Telephone 01392 412249
book reviews, extensions of ongoing
Mobile 07795466130
argument and discussion and your
Email: mesymons@yahoo.co.uk experiences. Enjoy.
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The Butterfly Analogy
Jeremy Barnes
“A man found the cocoon of a butterfly. One day a small opening appeared. He sat
and watched the butterfly for several hours as it struggled to force its body through
that little hole. Then it seemed to stop making any progress. It appeared as if it had
gotten as far as it could and could go no further. So the man decided to help the
butterfly. He took a pair of scissors and snipped off the remaining bit of the cocoon.
The butterfly then emerged easily. But it had a swollen body and small shrivelled
wings.
“The man continued to watch the butterfly because he expected that, at any
moment, the wings would enlarge and expand to be able to support the body, which
would contract in time. Neither happened! In fact, the butterfly spent the rest of its life
crawling around with a swollen body and shrivelled wings. It never was able to fly.
“What the man in his kindness and haste did not understand was that the
restricting cocoon and the struggle required for the butterfly to get through the tiny
opening were nature’s way of forcing fluid from the body of the butterfly into its wings
so that it would be ready for flight once it achieved its freedom from the cocoon.
“Sometimes struggles are exactly what we need in our life. If we were allowed to go
through our life without any obstacles, it would cripple us. We would not be as strong
as we could have been. And we could never fly. So have a nice day and struggle a
little.”
The author of the above is unknown, although a version appears in Niklos
Kazantzkis’ Zorba the Greek, in which a man uses his warm breath to hasten the
emergence of a butterfly whose wings never unfurl and which dies in his hand.
The physician, psychologist, author, inventor and philosopher, Edward de Bono,
also the originator of the term lateral thinking and proponent of teaching thinking as a
subject in schools, devised a number of non-competitive games to demonstrate the
critical thought process. One of them involves three bottles, four knives and a glass
of water. The task is to create a platform above the bottles strong enough to hold the
glass of water, in which no part of any knife touches the ground, each bottle is further
than a knife’s length from any other bottle, and the water is not directly above any of
the bottles.
I would pose this challenge to my graduate group dynamics classes, inviting them
to solve it as a group. All kinds of learning styles were in evidence, all kinds of group
interactions, but the key was that, after a while and as tension mounted, I would offer
a clue to the solution. Some, out of frustration, would say yes; others would decline
and want to persevere. I went with the latter.
Finally, once a solution was reached, the question became, did the group members
wish they had accepted the offer of help? Every time, and without exception, the
response was an unanimous ‘no.’ There was a satisfaction that came with having
struggled successfully, with having wrestled their way to a solution, and with having
done it as a group.
When I first began this fascinating hobby of beekeeping, and partly out of
ignorance, partly out of over-enthusiasm, I threw myself into the deep end, reading
demanding literature and going to conferences not only locally but, for example,
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Apimondia in Montpellier, France. There was much that I did not understand but the
learning curve was rapid and rewarding as each part of the puzzle found a place in
the larger picture. Even today, looking back at my notes from Apimondia in 2009,
there is invariably something significant which I did not fully comprehend at the time.
Frequently new beekeepers will lament that they do not understand beekeeping
terminology and concepts, that the information can be contradictory, that some of the
topics at meetings are above their heads. For me this is not a bad thing, nor should
we talk down to them. It’s part of the struggle from which will come meaningful
understanding, a real sense of satisfaction and perhaps even ownership of the
learning process. Ultimately the question is, what represents a meaningful challenge,
how do we motivate those who accept the challenge, and how do we acknowledge
them once they are successful, if indeed external validation is necessary?
As a teacher I was creative and energetic; what I lacked at any time in my 42 year
career was a mentor who would encourage me to set boundaries, help me set
priorities and better manage my time. The result was burn-out. I frequently
wondered why my job cycle was seven years and now the reason is more clear.
Having not been able to name it made it impossible for me to recognize it in others
and mentor them appropriately.
As a school administrator I believed that one of the gifts we can give students is to
let them rub shoulders with talented people, whether as peers, teachers or guides,
even as I never had such a person in my professional life. I knew something was
missing but was never able to identify it and, in effect, travelled extensively looking
for it.
Realizing this deficit in retrospect reinforces my belief that beekeepers of all ages
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and experiences benefit immensely from a good mentor, especially if the latter knows
when to stand back and when to intervene, when to stay close and when to let go.
For the caterpillar, the end of the larval stage may well look like a death rather than
a gateway to life reinvented, provided that well-meaning onlookers do not try to
hasten the natural process. For us the question might be, what is that precious
substance that, when encouraged to move in the right direction, makes us ready for
flight?
PS. If you are successful, or want a clue to the solution to de Bono’s challenge,
contact me at honeybeewhisperer@email.com

Letters to the Editor
In Beekeeping volume 88 No 1 of February
2022 the article ‘Why do the bees rear so
many drones?’ raises the usual modern reason
for having many drones as being to flood the
drone congregation areas. This is certainly a
valid argument but would only result in the
spreading of the ‘many drone’ gene. If the
honeybees with the ‘many drone’ gene had
some less than helpful characteristics then the
future of the honeybees would be bleak.
Abbé Warré, in his book L’Apiculture Pour
Tous (Translated into Beekeeping For All by
Patricia and David Heaf), gives a good reason
why the ‘many drone’ gene leads to a
successful species. The French called them
les couveaux (brooders) because they provide
the warmth to keep the brood nest at the
optimum temperature when the workers are
otherwise engaged.
They noted that drones do not leave the colony before lunch and only then when
the weather is fine and warm. Otherwise they remain docile. They are raised early in
the season and can tolerate the cold. Later they are ejected after the nectar flow in
queen right colonies. When not required for brood warming or mating they can form
an insulating shell around the nest with minimal attention from the workers and hardly
any food.
When they do fly, they can always cadge a meal from another colony so further
reducing their load on the mother colony and cuckoo loading its competition. They
can also spread varroa and other parasites to hit the competition whilst protecting
their own brood. What easier and more efficient way is there to restore the brood nest
heat input needed when 1/3 rd of the bees start to forage early on a cold morning?
Frantically multitasking is all very well but a warm cuddle from a hot drone can be a
jolly good start to the day.
David Friend
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TREES and some large SHRUBS for POLLINATORS
A new series by Julie Elkin
March must have more sayings describing the weather than any other month, all
contradictory reminding us what a treacherous month it can be for all pollinators.
Early sun and deceptive warmth bring out the hibernating wasp and bumblebee
queens as well as the honeybees but it is a time when colonies with increasing brood
can starve as their winter stores dwindle. The plants know the time has come to
emerge, a process called photoperiodism is their clock; the sap is rising, you can feel
and hear the heartbeat of the trees.
Hedgerows, those uniquely
British, vibrant corridors of
wildlife; if they have been
spared the massacre of the
flail cutter, burst into a froth of
white Blackthorn blossom.
Prunus spinosa is the
principal tree in over a
quarter of the hedges in the
South West on all but the
most acid soils, growing
mainly as a large suckering
shrub forming wide hedges
and thickets. It provides
valuable pollen and nectar if
the weather is kind, how we
all dread a ‘blackthorn winter’
Blackthorn flowers
that denies the insects the
opportunity to benefit from its bounty. A good Blackthorn season is said to lead to a
‘numerous wasp nest year,’ good or bad depending on how you view wasps, organic
gardeners love the workers that avidly gather aphids to feed the larvae. Other early
visitors are the little red tailed bumblebee, Bombus pratorum, several species of
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solitary bee, flies and hover flies. The early wild plum Prunus cerasifera is also a
valuable source of forage flowering a little later than the blackthorn and often
mistaken for it.
March is also the month of the Willows, the Celtic tree of immortality due to its
ability for a broken branch to re-grow in moist soil. The Salix genus has 27 species,
many subspecies and hundreds of hybrids divided into 3 groups so if you have
difficulty knowing the Willows from the Sallows or the Osiers you won’t be alone,
many can be very difficult to identify. From the elegant White and Crack willows, S
alba and S fragilis lining the river and stream banks to the osiers cultivated for hurdle
and basket making to species small enough for an average garden they all provide
habitat and food for numerous insects including the Brimstone and rare purple
Emperor butterflies and host
some impressive galls. Galls
are caused mainly by
sawflies and midges, also
bacteria, most are harmless
although some can destroy a
tree.
Willows are dioecious
trees (male & female on
separate trees) with females
providing nectar and the
males copious pollen with
22% protein but also some
nectar secreted around the
base of the stamens.
Unusually for catkin bearing
plants they are primarily
Camelia flower
pollinated by insects and
birds and not the wind, highly desirable trees to have near an apiary. The most
common willow in damp places is the Grey Willow, S. cinerea whose silver fluffy
catkins turn yellow in March but probably the best known and loved is the Goat
Willow, S. caprea growing to 6-9metres (20-30 feet). While the wild varieties require
permanently damp soil or to stand in water the named varieties available for garden
planting are more tolerant of drier soil conditions and there are sizes suitable for
every garden. Woolly Willow S.lantana achieves a manageable size of 1.25m (4 ft)
with very large catkins and is a very beautiful tree as is S. pendula. Choose them
now from the garden centre so you can be sure you are buying a male one if you
only have room for one. Don’t plant large varieties anywhere near drains or buildings,
the roots will cause damage.
Another large shrub at its best in my garden in March is the Camellia, Camellia
japonica, coming from India, Japan and China it is much hardier than its close
relative the tea leaf providing C. sinensis. Camellia japonica has many beautiful
cultivars to choose from (single and semi double only please) enabling you to have a
camellia in flower from December to April. With their glossy, dark evergreen leaves
and improbably glamorous flowers they light up a winter garden that can still be a
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little drab and are easy to grow in partial shade and acid soils providing a feast of
pollen and high sucrose nectar. The bushes are unharmed by cold weather
although the flowers can turn brown and unsightly if frosted but rub them off and
new buds soon open. Camellias are monoecious plants (male and female flowers
on the same plant) but are self-sterile requiring cross pollination: in their native land
birds particularly the Mountain White Eye, provide most of the pollination services. I
am certain the house sparrows on my flowers are helping to do the same here.
They are worked by all the early pollinators when the weather allows for foraging.
None of the ‘standard’ bee plant books mention Camellias but they are in the RHS
‘Perfect for Pollinators’
list.
Other valuable
March plants include:Poplars Populus
nigra & P tremula.
also the very upright
Lombardy poplar. P,
Almond Prunus
amygdalous N P. Yew
Taxus baccata P. Red
flowering Currant
Ribes sanguineum N
P, the beekeeper’s
barometer as it
heralds the start of
spring, Magnolia
Redcurrant flowers
stellata P. Garrya
elliptica P. Japanese Quince Chaemomeles japonica N P. Skimmia japonica N P
males produce copious pollen so plant lots, male and female as they are neat bushy
shrubs and they smell delicious.
Here in North Devon the spring flowers are definitely later by a couple of weeks
than they have been for the last 3 or 4 years (I do record this) a good thing in the
face of global warming so why as I write this on the 3rd of February are a pair of
blackbirds tearing moss out of the hedge bottom for nest material? Far too soon.
References used throughout the series:
• ‘Plants for Bees’ by WD Kirk & FN Howes (and Howes’ original ‘Plants and
Beekeeping)
• ‘The Beekeeping Garden’ by T Hooper and M Taylor
• ‘Silent Earth’ by Dave Goulson
• RHS list ‘Perfect for Pollinators’
• And for continual inspiration, visits to RHS Rosemoor.
• A Natural History of the Hedgerow by John Wright.
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To Print or not To Print
An argument for continuing ‘Beekeeping’ in hard copy
When I took on the editorship of ‘Beekeeping’ I was surprised to find that I’ve become
the custodian of three boxes of bound collections of the journal going back over six
decades to before WWII. Every other year the issues for the preceding two years were
collected and bound. Looking back through them is fascinating, as much for the social
documentary as for the bee-related information.
At the Executive Council meeting in December I was dismayed to hear that a move to
providing the journal in digital format only is being considered. Apparently this proposal
has been brought to the table a few times, but without resolution - that is to say that the
Council is not in entire agreement about
dispensing with the printed hard copy.
Nevertheless, the proposal keeps being brought
back to the table. This seems to be the current
modus operandi of factions seeking otherwise
unpopular change, as we’ve been disastrously
subject to at National level over the past six
years.
There are clear benefits to having a digital
version of the journal: we can have live links to
email and web addresses; production costs are
vastly reduced; we can ‘copy and paste’
elements into our own emails etc at will.
The issue of production cost is a serious one
since the journal comprises a significant
proportion of our membership fees and is set to
rise. However, there is a vast difference
between a newsy email and a physical
magazine and some of those aspects make the
difference between 'ignorable spam' and
pleasant, casual read (easy dissemination of
information). I would note the following points
for future discussion:
Archived Journals 1930s-1940s
•
Our computer 'In' boxes are increasingly
spammed with information and there is frequently a blurry crossover between personal
post and work-related post. The world of work is now documented as increasingly
intruding on daily life through our 'In' boxes and, as a result, many of us find an edge
of irritation developing in the background as we sift through the last 24hrs of 'In' box
junk, trivia, work and perhaps stuff that we actually want to read. I now get much of my
news through the daily update from a couple of newspapers, topped up by the TV
news. When I open it from the email I then find myself staring at the computer for the
next ten minutes - or hour. Time can easily slip away. When I've finished – maybe a
little irritated that I became distracted from something else I should have been doing –
I close it and usually delete it. I rarely share it. The chances are high that, even
though I've signed up for whatever read I'm receiving, I won't even open it. I bin
countless interesting 'magazine' links every week because I really can't afford the time
to look at them. Reading emails and, by extension digitised information, is not a
pleasure and easily becomes a chore, even if I'm interested. I find myself coming to
resent the time spent skimming through news or social updates. And it's something
that I generally do alone in my head cocoon.
•
The journal is a complete contrast. It arrives in the post and is like a little birthday
present. I'll open it immediately and flip through. Typically, I'll then leave it on the
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kitchen table where it will be picked up periodically over the next few days (.../weeks –
depending on my wife's clutter-tolerance at the time). I might be browsing through it
while my wife watches a favourite show. However, it won't just be picked up by me. My
wife will have a browse. My offspring will have a quick gander when they visit. I can
lend it to interested friends and I've frequently given copies to potential members of
the Association; it's a pleasure. As an association we take back-issues to the shows
where they're a popular pick-up. I actually joined the local association after taking a
copy of 'Beekeeping' home from the Honiton Show a few years ago – before that I'd
not really been interested in interacting with anyone else in my quiet hobby. I know
that the DBKA is a not-for-profit organisation, but there is a societal benefit to growing
our numbers - so many ways, as members are already aware, from everything from
passing on good practice and exchange of information to helping with outreach on
bee-related projects. I don't consider that the digital version of the journal alone can
achieve all this.
We are already circulating the digital version to members so there is no loss of the current
and potential future digital benefits. However, I strongly consider that our outreach will be
reduced in ways that aren't necessarily apparent right now if we cease the printed journal. I
also consider that we'll be shaving off yet another cuddly aspect of life to the detriment of
our overall outlook.
The Executive Council (EC) resolved to continue the existing format of paper copy and
digital version for this coming season, but the debate hasn't gone away. This is the main
gist of what was decided by the Executive Council and agreed at our AGM:
“- DBKA should continue with Beekeeping Magazine in its current format for another
year,
sending out digital copies-only to those who had requested only them, and paper and
digital copies to the
remainder of the members.
- from 1st January 2023 the default format for Beekeeping Magazine would be digital;
but
members who wished to access a paper copy would be able to do so (i.e. we shall
have to 'opt in' in order to continue receiving the hard copy)
- the EC would be committed to exploring the financial implications of a digital format
Beekeeping Magazine so as continue to maintain value for money for DBKA members.”
(see https://devonbeekeepers.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Dec-21-AGMdraft.pdf)
At the end of next year the Devon Beekeepers Association membership will need to
carefully consider how the facility goes forward and how best we'd like to receive the
journal.
The world has become increasingly bottom-line obsessed in the last three decades. I
have found in life that when you choose to reduce expenditure by cutting something out
you rarely get back to a position of being able/wanting to afford it – whereas, if you choose
to make that momentary stretch at the point of decision, you invariably find that you're able
to continue affording that facility. You find a way. The 'bottom-line' is a poor bench mark for
quality of life or even of actual success.
In the meantime I urge you to consider our options for the future and prepare for the next
round of discussion.
Whatever we decide in the end, I am concerned for the social value of the journal – of
our collective contribution to society's archive. I am suspicious of a facility that relies
entirely on the amorphous 'cloud' (actual servers, somewhere 'else' – not in our control). I
am concerned that at some strange, but actually foreseeable stroke, the power could be
cut, the depository hacked or made unavailable to interested members, maybe through
some arcane deal between the facilitating businesses, completely beyond our control. We
know well how the digital information exchange is under constant attack. No-one can 'hack'
a printed magazine.
So, (always a dodgy start to a paragraph) I consider that the 'bottom line' for the journal
is that it remains a better resource whilst there is a printed hard copy version. I know for
certain that my life would be a little poorer were the entire production to become digitalonly.
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For Sale and Wanted
Small ads (up to 100 words) placed in Beekeeping magazine are free to members of DBKA. Ads will
automatically cease after one insertion. Repeated advertisements (up to a maximum of three months
total) only by separate negotiation with the team on ads@devonbeekeepers.org.uk. Ads will
automatically go onto the Devon Beekeepers’ website where they will cease after six months unless
the Webmaster is requested to remove them earlier.

Web: www.beeza.co.uk
Email: info@beeza.co.uk
Tel: 03333 034661
5 Frame Nucs
BS Na�onal Standard or Commercial frames. South Devon stock, home reared.
Overwintered & Spring stock. Please call or email for further details.
Original VASO Wasp Traps
Reduce wasp a�ack this year! We find these very effec�ve in controlling wasps around
the apiary. We recommend using these in conjunc�on with reducing hive entrances. See
www.taptrap.com/en/ £3.50 each / discount for mul� purchase.

20 Na�onal hives with bees for sale in the mid Devon area, plus some
equipment. All colonies will be inspected for disease before sale. For more
informa�on please contact Neil Lamey on nclamey@gmail.com or 01837 82821
who is handling the sale on behalf of a beekeeper in poor health.
Let’s Bee There
:-An initiative to catch urban swarms and re-home in suitable apiaries in Exeter-:
Last year, the initiative set out a number of bait boxes with the aim of enticing swarms
from regular swarm sites in buildings so that they could be properly re-housed without
causing nuisance and without the attentions of Pest Control. We used nuc boxes, but
these proved too small.
This season we are putting out larger boxes, so…

WANTED
Your old or unwanted brood boxes, preferably with floors and roofs - or usable
timber. We need around a dozen boxes.
HELP also welcomed. We have a few sites to take the captured swarms to, but if
you’re interested in re-homing a colony or helping out with the project please let us
know.
Contact editor@devonbeekeepers.org.uk for further information initially.
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FOR SALE
All hive boxes from National bee supplies western red cedar
1x new National complete hive 1 brood, 1 super. (All unassembled £260
8x National supers with runners (used)
£31ea.
4x National brood with runners (used)
£36ea.
3x National 6” flat roof (used)
£40ea.
3x National OMF with tray & entrance block(used)
£30ea.
1x Nuc. 6 frame castellated National brood (used)
£100
1x 14x12 Nuc. Eke (home made)
£20
3x 14x12 National eke
£25ea.
2x Snelgrove boards (home made)
£10ea.
2x Glass quilt (1cut for porters)
£18ea.
3x wire frame Q/E
£15ea.
1x galvanised Q/E
£8 ea
Multiple cover boards Plain (cut for porters)
£5 ea
3 cover boards edged top bee space
£8 ea.
Frames
Many brood and super assembled (used) some empty, some with undrawn foundation,
some with drawn, some with honey. All Hoffman.
£1 ea.
16x 14x12 unassembled.
£1.50 ea.
Equipment
3x rapid plastic feeders 2.2L.
£3 ea.
3x Contact feeder 2.5L.
£3 ea.
1x double s/s honey strainer.
£15
1x cranked uncapping fork.
£3
1x J hive tool.
£5
1x steel scraper hive tool.
£5
1x 33L. Poly tank with poly tap.
£20
1x 4 frame poly extractor manual (side handle)
£50
2x plastic bucket 2.5 L.
£3 ea.
2x Plastic bucket 10 L.
£3.50 ea.
1x 8oz comb cutter.
£15
1x small smoker.
£12
Contact Pete Nicholson on email:- pjdn51@gmail.com or phone (01803 612371) to
arrange collec�on of any items.
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Diary Dates
Members may attend meetings of any Branch, but it is advisable to check the details with
the Branch Secretary first. Contact details are:
Click to email Secretary

Click to go to website

Telephone

East Devon

eastdevonbk.co.uk

Exeter

exeterbeekeepers.org.uk

01392 832956

Holsworthy

holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk

01237 440165

Newton Abbot

nabk.org.uk

North Devon

northdevonbees.org

Okehampton

okehamptonbee.co.uk

01363 82361

Plymouth

plymouthbeekeepers.btck.co.uk

01752 338279

South Hams

totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com

01803 866028

Tavistock

tavistock-beekeepers.org.uk

07709 977646

Tiverton

tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk

01363 860252

Torbay

tbbk.co.uk

07881 467393

March
Tue 1st
Thu 3rd
Thu 3rd

7.00pm
7.30pm
7.00pm

Plymouth
East Devon
Plymouth

Improvers/Social Meeting (by Zoom) – Terry McAuliffe
Checkerboarding. John White. [Kilmington Village Hall]
Beginners’ Course (1) – THEORY (Zoom)

Sun 6th

10.00am

Plymouth

Beginners’ Course (1) – PRACTICAL (Branch Apiary)

Mon 7th

7.30pm

Torbay

Introduction to Beekeeping (St Paul's Church Hall, Preston)

Thu 10th

7.30pm

Okehampton

Sun 13th

10.00am

Plymouth

Mating of Virgin Queens- Clare Densley and Martin Hann
[Whiddon Down Village Hall]
Improvers/Apiary Maintenance (Branch Apiary)

Mon 14th

7.30pm

Torbay

Wed 16th

7.30pm

Tavistock

Wed 16th

7.30pm

Tiverton

"The Super Spermatheca" Glyn Davies [St Paul's Church
Preston]
Breeding for Varroa Resistant Bees by Steve Riley / Zoom
Mee�ng
Topic and speaker to be confirmed

Thu 17th

7.00pm

Plymouth

Beginners’ Course (2) – THEORY (Zoom)

Sun 20th

10.00am

Plymouth

Beginners’ Course (2) – PRACTICAL (Branch Apiary)

Mon 21st

7.30pm

Torbay

Introduction to Beekeeping (St Paul's Church Hall, Preston)

Thu 24th

7.00pm

North Devon

Thu 31st

7.30pm

East Devon

Forage and the Importance of a Varied Natural Diet. Speaker TBC. Good health depends on good nutrition
[Castle Centre Barnstaple]
Solitary Bees. Brigit Strawbridge [Kilmington Village Hall]

Thu 31st

7.00pm

Plymouth

Beginners’ Course (3) – THEORY (Zoom)

Sun 3rd

10.00am

Plymouth

Beginners’ Course (3) – PRACTICAL (Branch Apiary)

Tue 5th

7.00pm

Plymouth

Improvers/Social Meeting (by Zoom) – Neil D/Waite

Sun 10th

10.00am

Plymouth

Improvers/Apiary Maintenance (Branch Apiary)

Wed 20th

7.30pm

Tiverton

To be confirmed

Thu 21st

7.00pm

Plymouth

Beginners’ Course (4) – THEORY (Zoom)

Sun 24th

10.00am

Plymouth

Beginners’ Course (4) – PRACTICAL (Branch Apiary)

April

