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Introducing...
our BBKA STARTER KIT
We are thrilled to announce that we have partnered with the
BBKA to bring you a new beekeeping starter kit. Eachkit comes
with a fully assembledNational Hive crafted with the finest
Canadian Western RedCedar and 8 essential items; all-in-one
beekeeping suit with fencing hood, latex gloves, the BBKAGuide
to Beekeeping, rapid plastic feeder, hive tools, smoker with fuel,
honey for sale sign and record card. PLUS,a £50 online voucher to
spend with us!

5% of every purchase will be
donated to your local BBKA
group!

To place your order contact
us on 0344 326 2010

Visit usat Spring Convention 8 - 10April 2022for
exclusive offers and wax exchange

Exchangeyour clean rendered beeswax for:
STERILISEDWAX
SHEETS

CASH ONLINENBSGIFT
VOUCHERS1 2 3

ONLY

£695
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Buzz Word
Viv Thorn, Chair DBKA

Greetings Beekeepers,
By the time you are reading this, I hope to be in

Australia visiting my daughter and family whom I
haven’t seen for three years! My other daughter will
be looking after our house and bees, so I hope there
won’t be too much swarming going on.

Devon County Show
The Devon County Show this year runs from 30th

June till 2nd July and you will find the schedule on
the DBKA website. The Stevenson Trophy is
changing! This year we are asking branches to
exhibit a metre cube table top display featuring bee keeping themes that highlight
their branch. This will be much less labour intensive than the old Stevenson
Trophy entry and members can contribute a small item to go towards the overall
display- so get your thinking caps on and stun us with your ingenuity. We also
have a new category this year which is a decorated super which has scope for all
sorts of artistic endeavours. Each entry only costs £1.20 and the last date for
entries into the show is 1st June. For those of you who want to sell their honey
this year, we have increased the price of a pound jar to £8 with 20% of sales
going to the show committee, so beekeepers will receive £6.40 net. You will also
be able to sell hive products at the same percentage but if you are selling
cosmetics, you must have an appropriate laboratory assay completed and
presented before sale. You can also help by stewarding at the show for half a day
- in return you get a free ticket, so there is plenty time to look around before or
after your stint in the Bees and Honey marquee. Contact Maggie Heal at
devoncountyshowvolunteers@yahoo.com.
Education
Kathy Lovegrove has been appointed as Education Co-ordinator for DBKA and

she would like branches and members to contact her with their education
requests. You can contact Kathy on anemone1975@talktalk.net.

Asian Hornet response co-ordination
If any branches have not informed Simon O’Sullivan, our DBKAAsian Hornet

Co-ordinator who your link person is, please do so asap. He can be contacted on
grannysmeadow@hotmail.com. There will be no formal monitoring or trapping
program this year, but please inform Simon if you do see the dreaded AH.

Contacting other members
I had a query from a member this month who wanted to know how to contact a

member in his branch. All Devon members contact details are in the members’

directory on the DBKA website. If you do not have the passwords your branch
secretary will be able to give them to you. There is one password for the members
area and another one for the members’ directory.

Agricultural pesticides monitoring
The Bee Connected scheme for alerting beekeepers when farmers spray their

crops does not seem to be working well. Please let me know if you have any
experience with this scheme as it is important that the communication is robust in
order to protect our bees.
Spring preps
Spring does seem to be early this year, so make sure you have enough supers

on your hives and keep an eye on bee stores if the weather does turn inclement. I
am looking forward to this year’s beekeeping as long as my bees have not
absconded while I am down under!
G’day to you all!

Martyn Hocking - North Devon Branch
It is with sadness that we must announce the death of Martyn Hocking, who

died suddenly while out walking with his wife, Sally. They were walking though the
valley near Barnstaple, where his fourteen hives have been kept for many years
when he suffered a heart attack without warning.
Readers will recall that Martyn was the beekeeper who found Asian hornets

attacking his bees a few years back. His November 2017 article related his
experiences of trying to alert the authorities and fired up Devon members so
much that this led to Devon forming the first Asian Hornet Action Team.
We will print a full obituary in the May issue.

mailto:devoncountyshowvolunteers@yahoo.com#
mailto:anemone1975@talktalk.net
mailto:grannysmeadow@hotmail.com


Chairmen and Presidents for the
branch. The last President was
Roger Lacey. Mick Street was
helpful in finding out all the
information as our minutes and
yearbooks from the beginning are
still available in his attic. One of the
longest standing members was
Alan Binge as Treasurer, now at
the DBKA. David Loo purchased a
proper bee shed, allowing six hives
to be kept inside. While the bees
could escape, the smoke couldn’t -
it really needed an extractor fan, so
gradually it became unpopular to
use. However it meant that even if it was raining you could still examine the Bees,
something we might think about for the future. We use it now for nucs and the
observation hive, where we can work without smoke.
The Woodland was sold and the Apiary was hosted by Ian Gardener in his garden

until we were able to move to the new site at Exeter Airport in 2010 . Geoff Arney took
over as Apiary manager. Geoff had worked with Brother Adam at Buckfast Abbey,
where the Buckfast Bee was developed. He liked the Danish Queens that had
continued to be bred from Brother Adam’s principles and mated on remote Danish
islands. These were bought at the end of the Summer and the oldest Queens were
replaced with productive, calm bees. IPM was beginning to be used to control varroa
and we tried the very first MAQs strips instead of Apiguard and lost a few Queens with
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DBKA Spotlight: Exeter Branch
By Cathy Mudge

Looking back across the apiary towards the huts

Warré Hive; Hunt the cluster

Exeter Apiary now stands near Greendale Farm Shop on the Sidmouth Road. We
have a minimum of ten hives, mainly Nationals, but also a WBC, a Warré, and a few
Commercial and 14 x 12 Hives. We are building a Zest Top bar this year for members
who have requested more support with their Top Bar hives. We have come out of
winter this year with 11 full hives and six overwintering nucs.
History of the Apiary
It was set up in 1980, in the 60s and 70s members would meet in each other's

garden. At that time, Mick Street told me he was working as the County Lecturer at
Bicton College for Beekeeping . Microscopy field days were held here, bees examined
for Acarine and Nosema with further lectures at Seale Hayne College. Ron Brown
would hold regular Varroa field days too; Mick thought Varroa had been present for
many years, undetected before this time. For Honey rent, a small area in woodland
was given by the farmer, Gordon Hallett.
David Friend, Bee equipment engineer and Inventor, remembered that the Apiary

was different to most in that it was in a relatively dense wood, so brambles needed
stamping regularly. It could also get quite dark, but the bees were never troubled by too
much sun or strong wind. The Royal Marines were said to have exercised through
there at night but didn't cause any issues as far as he knew. Deer were also spotted
running through and the occasional branch fell but with no great damage. The plus side
was that it was well hidden from vandals. Mick pointed out that the silent invasion of
the varroa mite halved our membership within a few years of starting the Apiary, down
to only 80, as Beekeepers lost their Bees, many older Beekeepers never returned and
gave up Beekeeping. It was remembered that the main people setting up the Exeter
Apiary included Roger Lacey, David Loo, Paul Nielson, Jack Acton, Peter Lobb, Peter
Heggadon, Dr Mark Moffett and Phil Goff. Many of these became Secretaries,

https://www.bee-craft.com
mailto:subscriptions@bee-craft.com


the old formula. Ian and Basil Strickland continued to work with Geoff and other older,
retired members, doing all the old jobs of frame cleaning and repairs. Saturday
meetings were held in a very small shed with bees regularly removed with a matchbox
as they would follow us back for tea - cakes were supplied by Geoff’s wife, Pam.
Basil helped at the Open Days, giving a talk to interested people about Bees and

Beekeeping for potential new members. Basil also set up our website, advertising the
branch. We handed out leaflets at the Honiton and Devon County shows to advertise

our Open Days and as secretary I still
visited Post Offices and local
magazines to attract new
Beekeepers with little adverts. Once
the website was up and running,
interested people started to find our
classes online. By 2017 I did not
need to do anymore local ads and
applications for the Beginners
courses had doubled.
These classes were run by David

Packham at Broadclyst Village Hall,
with practicals at the Apiary, followed
by a course for Improvers. After the
past few years of Zoom, (practicals
held while we stood a metre apart in
our circles sprayed on the grass,)
David is returning to Beginners
classes in person, a Masterclass for
Beekeepers improving their practice,
and a Bee Health course planned to
encourage members to take the
exam too. We will also be doing a
summer Beginners course for the
first time too.

We ran Nosema testing days each Spring, it was organised each year by David
McLarin with the Bailey comb change painstakingly demonstrated by David Friend - we
never remembered it from year to year - and lovely food from Sue Sturdy. It was a
good chance to catch up with many members who didn’t normally come to the Apiary.
This has now been replaced by Graham Kingham’s microscopy class, we have several
Branch microscopes, and with Graham’s help, we have been able to prepare pollen
and examine and identify them. Covid has stopped these for the moment, but Graham
will still examine sick bees for us and diagnosed Bee Paralysis and Nosema in last
year's awful spring. Graham’s next project, between his book writing, will be to help us
have a bee hunt this summer a la Professor Tom Seeley’s method.
Since 2017 we have been based at Greendale Enterprises. The Apiary is between a
newly planted woodland of native trees and a stream. Deer are back running through
and leave their fawns in the long grass of the wood.
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Cathy, Zoe & Andy demo vapour treatment

Alan Binge and Paul Smith have helped us expand and improve our buildings with
the addition of a large log cabin, which we use for training sessions. One of our
wooden sheds has been insulated for use as a honey spinning shed and the bee shed
continues as a storage facility.
We had a deep clean and replacement of all our old hives and frames. Members

helped make up over 1000 new frames. Polynucs, Apideas and an Observation Hive
were added to our stock, along with a WBC and Warré Hive. Geoff Arney, Cathy
Mudge and Martin Myhill developed a Queen rearing group for interested members
after a visit from Roger Patterson and a trip to the Black Bee Reserve in Plymouth -
any interested members can attend with Martin when we start again next year. We can
now supply nucs from these Queens for beginners with the added benefit that they can
keep them on site until they have gained some confidence in handling them.
Sadly, we lost Geoff Arney as Manager of the Apiary and without his regular weekly

visits we have had to make changes to its organisation.
We are now trying to manage the Apiary with different teams taking responsibility for

the work needed. We are trying to communicate with our record keeping to allow the
team arriving for the day to see what is needed in the Apiary. We found that boiling and
cleaning frames was so labour intensive, we now completely replace all old frames with
new and burn the old ones.
We plan to assess our Bees for certain qualities, the best two will be looked after by

the Queen rearing team on a Wednesday and used for Queen rearing. We like to try
many methods and get at least 6 nucs and 8 apideas twice a year.
We do not have an Apiary manager; finding

someone retired, with time on their hands
doesn’t happen anymore - they are
sometimes not even in the UK. We do
however have members who can help in the
week, but not Saturday, so we are going to
trial a type of Bee adoption. This will leave
members, with experience, an allocated hive
or two, that they manage in the week, but
also allow them to be opened for teaching on
the alternate Saturday. It's a work in progress
and good communication will be the key.
We are opening in 2022 on alternate

Saturdays for members; some weekends will
be for Beginners. We will be looking at our
usual Open Days but will probably focus
more on people planning to take the
Beginners course and ask them to book for a
small fee, refunded if they sign up for
courses. Our website continues to advertise
our classes and bookings can now be made
through Eventbrite.
https://exeterbeekeepers.org.uk/coming-

events/training/

https://exeterbeekeepers.org.uk/coming-events/training/
https://exeterbeekeepers.org.uk/coming-events/training/
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DBKA Education - The time is right for a fresh start
By Kathy Lovegrove, Devon Education Officer

At last, after two years of Covid restrictions, we are able to run a more effective
education programme again. In branches across the county, beginners’ courses are
taking place and apiary activities are being planned. Beekeepers always have high
hopes for the upcoming season, and expectations for 2022 are likely to be ambitious,
especially considering last year’s disruptive weather.
Judging a successful season is not only down to such measured outcomes as the

size of your honey crop, how many swarms you catch (or avoid losing!), successes at
honey shows or the number of colonies going into the winter. It is also how effective
your beekeeping skills have been in achieving this - and also, I believe, the
satisfaction of knowing that you have made progress in becoming a better
beekeeper.
The enjoyment which I have experienced over 20+ years of keeping bees has been

mirrored in the faces of newer beekeepers when I have had the chance to pass on
my knowledge and skills. Trainers in every BBKA branch will have witnessed that
too. Sharing the joy and wonderment is basically why we volunteer our time to help
other members.
That is perhaps the main motivation for putting my name forward to become Devon

Education Officer. Having been elected to the post at last December’s AGM, the
challenge of how to draw together the education teams from across the county
became a reality. The responsibilities of the role as listed on the DBKA website are
comprehensive and quite daunting. I know I have the support of the Devon EC in
carrying these out but I also need the help of DBKA members to accomplish our
organisation’s aims.
Branch committees have always had a strong education role to play by running

beginners’ courses, mentoring schemes, study groups, winter talks and apiary
meetings. They generate such enthusiasm through delivering all this that they often
become a victim of their own success. When members ask for more help, there is
little capacity left in any single branch to provide it.
This is where a coordinated effort between the eleven branches can make a

difference. Following Viv Thorn's Branch Education Survey in 2019, the Devon
Education Sub-Committee (DESC) was formed to facilitate cooperation in meeting
DBKA’s Charitable Objectives:
• To further and promote the craft of beekeeping
• To advance the education of the public in the importance of bees in the

environment.

Vision Statement from the
Devon Education Strategy:

‘Every beekeeper is able to access
the education resources they require
to fulfil their beekeeping potential.’

mailto:info@simonthebeekeeper.co.uk
https://www.simonthebeekeeper.co.uk
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Letters to the Editor
Continued from pp58
All was going well - until Covid struck. The Education Strategy and Implementation

Plan still exists as a document (see DBKA website) but the agreed goals remain
largely unfulfilled. Life seems to have some semblance of normality now so this is
why I think, “The time is right for a fresh start!”
What preparations have been made for the relaunch of DESC?
I have attended the BBKAArea Association meetings Nov ’21 to Feb ’22 where

Education Officers from nearly 40 associations have discussed problems and
solutions related to educating members.
I have kept notes on the 4 topics covered so far, ready for feedback to Devon

branches (Beginners’ Courses; Mentoring Schemes; the Basic Assessment; and
Improving the Conversion Rate i.e. from beginner to established beekeeper).
I am reviewing the 2019 Education Survey and the 2020 DESC Strategy &

Implementation Plan ready for branch representatives to revise the document for
2022.
What can branches do?
Consider what education opportunities they are already providing and what else

they would like to offer / what members would benefit from if there were other ways of
achieving this.
Nominate an Education Representative willing to respond to the new survey on

behalf of the branch and to be part of the Devon Education Sub-Committee.
What can individual members do?
Look at the current Education Strategy document and see how it reflects your

needs. Feed back your comments to members of your branch committee.
Pass on ideas to members of your committee on what else you would like to learn

about or learn to do.
anemone1975@talktalk.net

Re. Carolyn Bourne's letter published in February Beekeeping.
I have been keeping bees for over 30 years and last years crop, mainly from one

apiary seems to be similar to Carolyn's experience. The crop has only 17% water
and a good flavour but did not start granulating until Mid. January. Normally my crop
is fully granulated by early October. The granulation is inconsistent and doesn't
appear to look as if it will granulate evenly in the future. It has the appearance of
honey that has been heated to a fairly high degree and subsequently never fully
granulates. The flavour is different from normal crops from this apiary and I am
unable to identify it's source.
I find it very interesting that I am not the only beekeeper in Devon to experience

this phenomenon.
Jack Mummery, Northern branch

Received via Land Post - Re. Ed article ‘To Print, or not to Print’.
Re your comments on ‘paper ‘Beekeeping’, Feb 2022, my reason for favouring a

paper [copy of] ‘Beekeeping’ is that, as an 84 year old dinosaur, through choice, I
have no internet.
Therefore, my only contact with on-going beekeeping matters within the County, is

through the paper ‘Beekeeping’.
I’m sure I am not the only Member in the County not to have internet, but of course

I cannot check this as the Year Book is only on-line!
If you publish this note, please feel free to edit it as you feel best.

Mick Male, Chudleigh

Re. ‘Let’s Bee There’ notice appealing for old hive parts, February 2022.
I have seen your advert in the dbka magazine.
Unfortunately I don't have any old equipment as only been keeping bees 4 years.

But I am interested in helping re-home a colony if there is more needing re-homing
when it comes into swarm season. I live in Holsworthy but happy to travel to exeter.

Amelia Haywood, Holsworthy
(I have included this since it is putting us on notice that Amelia is up for taking on

unwanted bees. Ed.)

Re. Ed article ‘To Print, or not to Print’
Further to your sentiments expressed in your article, ‘To print or not to print’, I am

fully onside regarding your concerns about going fully digital. In fact is there some
way one can opt out from receiving a digital version? In my case this is totally surplus
to requirements and, if anything, detracts from the simple enjoyment of receiving
what I consider to be the genuine article.
My personal archive of the magazine goes back to 1970s and is as accessible

today as it was at the time of publication, and if the lights go out, as they may well
do, this can still be read by candle or rush light!
Good luck with the hard copy magazine.

David Dixon -



The earth is warming, greening and blossoming, the sun is shining between April
showers, an idyllic month except that the weather isn’t as predictable as April is
reputed to be. We all look forward to April but as T.S. Eliot described it in ‘The
Wasteland’ it can be a treacherous month; this is sounding like the March notes!
Traditionally known in rural areas as the ‘Hungry Gap’, it is a time when winter stores
run low, crops have been planted but there is little to harvest as yet. We are so
isolated from the traditional famine months with full supermarket shelves that it is
easy to forget when the sun feels warm on our backs that for wildlife and pollinators it

can be a precarious time.
Colonies can still be lost if the
weather limits foraging time as
expanding brood nests must
be fed and kept warm and the
ratio of brood to adult bees is
at a critical point. Many
mouths to feed and the
workers are still few!
New beekeepers need to

know the pattern of forage
availability around their
apiaries. No two years will
ever be quite the same but
you need to work out when a
feast or famine situation may
occur, is there any planting
you can do to alleviate these
dangerous times?
In the Journal of Applied

Ecology, January 2022 a
report of studies done by Bristol University confirms that city gardens of all sizes
provide a continuous supply of nectar from March to October in contrast to the ‘boom
or bust’ of farmland. They found that shrubs were providing 58% of the nectar
supplies and recommended that gardeners should plant more shrubs to pack more
flowers into a small space. Here then are my suggestions for shrubs and trees to
provide a feast for pollinators this month:-
April is the month of the soft fruits, currants, gooseberries, hybrid fruits and early

raspberries; wild and cultivated plums and cherries (Prunus species) all providing
plentiful nectar and pollen (N&P) - even the ornamental cherries, provided they are
not the blowsy double-flowered varieties. Every garden and hedgerow needs cherries
as, in addition to their floral nectaries, they have extra-floral nectaries (EFNs), 2
glands at the base of each leaf secreting sugary sap at various times through spring
and summer. Another Prunus species always reminiscent to me of old fashioned,
rather gloomy shrubberies but worth growing is Prunus laurocerasus (3rd photo), the

Cherry Laurel N&P, a good supplier of floral nectar but also EFNs in the leaf stipules
that can be worked even when it is grown as a hedge.
The pear, Pyrus communis that sometimes flowers too early for its own good with

such exquisite flowers that smell so unappealing (to me!) provides N&P with crude
protein of 26% containing 18 of the essential amino acids, avidly worked by honey
bees.
The beautiful native Acer campestre (2nd photo), the Field Maple so prominent in

many hedgerows, is not held in great esteem for its timber but is a generous N&P
source. Its non-native relative Acer pseudoplatanus, Sycamore, that flowers slightly
later, was introduced as a timber tree and is now known to foresters as a ‘weed
species’; it has spread everywhere and is being removed in many areas. Regarded
as a major N&P source it hosts little other wildlife except for aphids that may also
provide some honeydew and is frequently disfigured by Sycamore blackspot.

A must-have garden tree is the Amelanchier lamarkii (1st photo), (and the similar
Canadian Serviceberry, A. canadensis) N&P, there are several cultivars to choose
from including some grown for their edible fruits, hence one of its many alternative
names ‘June Berry’. The name ‘Snowy mespilus’ perhaps best describes the mass of
white flowers that smother its dainty branches, equally smothered by pollinators
during the intense but fairly brief flowering period. It can be grown as a small tree or a
multi stemmed shrub. The berries in June are soon taken by birds and the autumn
leaves are a glorious colour.
Other trees and shrubs include: Berberis N&P - all species are horribly prickly!

Ceanothus sp N&P; Rosemary, Rosamarinus officinalis N&P, at its best now but

62 63

Trees and some larger shrubs for April forage
Julie Elkin



flowers most of the spring and
summer; The Wayfaring Tree,
Viburnum lantana N&P; Beech
Fagus sylvatica P; Clematis
montana, the rampant climber N&P
and the Gorse Ulex europaeus P
that just keeps flowering.
This month, other life is emerging

to compete for forage. The Red
Mason bee, Osmia bicornis is a
fantastic pollinator used
commercially by fruit growers and
on or around the 25th April St
Mark’s fly Bibio marci emerges,

small, shiny & black they are also known as the Hawthorn fly. The flies will be seen
all over the hawthorn flowers next month and are valuable pollinators of all fruit trees.
So much to celebrate this month, time to put aside the treacherous beginnings and

rejoice with Robert Browning that we can ……’be in England now that April’s here’, or
perhaps the Coleridge rhyme taught by my grandmother, ‘April brings the primrose
sweet, Scatters daisies at our feet…..’ The bees will be more interested in the
dandelions soon carpeting the ground.
Additional References are:
Alien Plants by C Stace & J Crawley.
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From the Editor
Bee Evenings - Chris Lloyd

This season I am attending my first beekeeping course in nine years. It's fair to say
that the original simple lessons of my beginners course have become tattered and
faded by the readings, discussions and events of recent years. My mind seems to
have gently slipped into a maelstrom of information, swirling around the ether and
etched on confetti fragments of half thought.
My mental state has not been helped by last season's total loss of control as

swarm season burst into the rain of May. I was completely unprepared and, because
of the cold through April, had been too timid to go through the hives beforehand. I
spent the season playing catch-up, and catch the swarm. All the YouTube and forums
on the planet were less help; hundreds of - often confrontationally expressed -
opinions, experiences and debates clouded my meagre knowledge-base further.
However, these few evenings in the company of actual people have already begun

to draw patterns out of the swirling mess. The differing opinion and contrary
experiences would, you'd think, make things worse; but what I'm finding is that
there's a comfort and reality to it that doesn't seem to be present on-line. You can
hear someone else's experience and take it simply as the recounting of that person's
tale. An alternative understanding of something isn't being pronounced in such a way
that 'You Must Do This'. However, the pure bones of experience and methodology
being presented as the basis of the evening shine through as the framework for
subsequent thought. For me then, this is becoming the set of guides which are

sifting my maelstrom into order. At last.
I must add that I feel we are very much

more gentle with each other in person
than in those on-line forums. There seems
to be a human care for each other's
experiences and the telling of those in a
forum where a little bravery might be
required to potentially expose one's
ignorance. I feel that it's a behaviour that
is so much a part of each of us that we're
possibly unaware of it during normal
conversation. To me, the care in this face-
to-face communion is a major part of
what's felt 'wrong' with Zoom meetings
and distanced discussion during the past
couple of years.
Perhaps I'll do a beekeeping course

every winter. I don't think it really matters
what the intended standard is as long as
we're discussing our bees and being
friendly about it.
(…Hint; see the ‘events’ listings on the

rear cover…)

For Sale
5 Frame Nuclei

Over wintered nuclei in strong non-
returnable cortex travelling nuc
boxes BS National brood frames
Easy to handle dark British bees
2021 Queen marked White

Available for collection from end of
March (weather permitting) -

£160.00
Hives of bees £260.00

Michael Symons
Marston Lodge
Taddyforde Estate
New North Road
Exeter. EX4 4AT

Telephone 01392 412249
Mobile 07795466130

Email: mesymons@yahoo.co.uk

homehardware

MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE

FOR ALL YOUR BEEKEEPING NEEDS

At 164 Fore Street, Exeter
Top quality equipment

Hives, frames, foundations and tools.
Main agents for E.H.THORNE

For personal service ring 01392 272877 : Email adamsofcrediton@btinternet.com

ADAMS

mailto:mesymons@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:mesymons@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:mesymons@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:mesymons@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:adamsofcrediton@btinternet.com
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Devon County Show 2022 - 30th June - 2nd July
Changing Categories & Volunteering

This year at Devon County Show we are looking forward to getting back to a full
Schedule, as opposed to the restricted Schedule we had last year because of Covid.
The Committee decided to take advantage of the new Schedule to bring the
Stevenson Trophy competition up to date and make it fit for purpose for today’s
busy life. Accordingly, we have slimmed it down and shaken it up to come up with a
Class that will be much easier for Branches to put together;
The full description of the Class is below, but one of the main things to remember is

that your entry should reflect the individual character of your Branch. This could be
from a geographical perspective, an historical context or from the point of view of the
people in your membership. Of the 10 categories to choose from you should select
the five which can best reflect your own particular character or situation. It is
anticipated - but not obligatory - that five different individuals should work on the five
various items. Hopefully, you will have a member who is a handy person to make the
one metre cube box. The interior should be decorated to complement your entry but
the exterior need not be decorated as they will be displayed two-to-a-table so that
one side will be butted up against another entry. Therefore one exterior side will not
be visible.
There is a brief overview of the Class in the Schedule but in order for you to be

able to make an informed decision as to whether you would like your Branch to
participate I have included the full description below. I hope you will decide to give it a
go! Please feel free to contact me with comments and/or suggestions as to how we
can further improve this Class. It is, after all, for you the Devon Beekeepers and we
would like to get it right.
One other new Class to be introduced at this year’s Show is the Decorated Super

Class. The Super should be made of wood and be either a National or Commercial
so they can all be stacked one on top of the other to make a colourful display. And
after the Show you will have a colourful super as an addition for your apiary.
A reminder that we shall need stewards for the three days of the Show - 30th

June, 1st and 2nd July. There are three shifts: 8 am till 1 pm, 1 pm till 6 pm and 10
am till 3.30 pm with a half hour break at mid day. Please email Maggie Heal at
dcsvolunteers@yahoo.com if you interested in stewarding and include your name,
address and mobile phone number, together with when you would like to steward and
if you have a preference for a particular stall or activity.
Our Honey Sales Stall will be charging £8 per lb for Honey. After paying 20% to

DBKA the Beekeeper will be paid £6.40. We will accept other size jars and price them
pro rata. We will also sell Products of the Hive such as Beeswax furniture polish,
candles or fudge. Please contact Jack Mummery at jackmummery1@gmail.com to let
him know what you are offering to bring for sale.
On Wednesday, 20th April at 8 pm the Devon County Show Committee will be

holding a Virtual meeting via Zoom to update you on all aspects of the Show. We will
give an overview on how to enter the Honey Show - entries close on 27th May - how
to bring your honey and products of the hive to be sold at the Show, we shall answer
your questions about stewarding and also explain the changes to the Stevenson’s

Trophy competition. There will be a session of questions and answers at the end so if
there are still some outstanding questions please feel free to ask. On the day of the
meeting I will send an email to all Devon members with the link to the meeting. You
need only click on the link and it will take you to the meeting.
I look forward to seeing you later this year.
Stevenson trophy – new stipulations and guidance (2022)
Background
Some years ago, Jim Stevenson, a longstanding member of DBKA with his wife

Pam, gave the DBKA a handcrafted wooden trophy to be presented to the branch
which enters an exhibit at the Devon County show. This exhibit should, in the eyes of
the judges, form an interesting or instructive exhibit related to bees or beekeeping
and demonstrate initiative, originality, interest value, education, and overall impact.
This year the criteria for exhibits have changed slightly, whilst retaining the original

aims of this competition. DBKA branches are invited to stage their entries in
unmanned table-top booths representing a specific theme (see the criteria and rules
below). The Stevenson Trophy class thus still aims to provide interest and
information for visitors to the Bees and Honey Feature, whilst promoting branch
participation and representation, and encouraging branch membership to focus on a
creative joint effort which showcases the branch’s own area or situation and the
talents of its members.
Stevenson Trophy criteria and rules (revised 2022)
1. Entries are for DBKA branches, no individual entries permitted. Participating

branches to enter one exhibit which depicts the theme of “Beekeeping in our area”.
One entry per branch, but there are no stipulations on the number of branch
members who contribute to the exhibit.
2. The exhibit is to be staged as a table-top ‘cube’ display of maximum dimensions

of 1metre in width, height and depth. The exhibit should have a solid base and three
walls and the whole exhibit and its contents must be stable and not able to be
toppled easily during the show. Any exhibit exceeding the maximum measurements
will be disqualified.
3. The theme can be interpreted in any way that the branch sees fit but should aim

to interest and educate visitors to the Bees and Honey Feature and showcase the
branch’s home area or situation; for instance one or more benefits, features or

mailto:dcsvolunteers@yahoo.com
mailto:jackmummery1@gmail.com
https://www.thorne.co.uk


challenges of beekeeping in the home area may be represented. Overall
attractiveness will be part of the marking scheme so the exhibit should be visually
engaging.
4. The Branch team is required to stage five items as part of their exhibit; these can

be chosen from the 10 categories (A – J) below. One item maximum from each
category:
A. Hive product 1 (to be judged as per show usual judging criteria)
B. Hive product 2 (to be judged as per show usual judging criteria)
C. Baked item, using honey in the recipe (will be tasted so must be covered with

cling film)
D. Bottled item (to be judged as per usual show judging criteria)
E. Handicraft (any medium)
F. Art-work, graphic, picture (any medium)
G. Written work (original poetry or prose)
H. Floral Art (any item using cut or dried flowers, plant material and accessories in

a suitable container)
I. Photography (any format)
J. Branch’s choice – not included in the above categories
5. A brief written commentary or explanation of the exhibit may be included in the

display if required and will not count as one of the individually marked items, unless
specified.
6. The walls of the booth can be covered in a manner in keeping with the exhibit;

the covering will be considered part of the overall presentation of the exhibit and will
not count as one of the individually marked items, unless specified.
7. The show judges will award marks for each item (see scale of marks below) and

for the overall attractiveness, originality and/or educational value and relevance to
the theme. The exhibit with the highest aggregate mark will be deemed to have won.
• Item 1 - max 50 marks
• Item 2 - max 50 marks
• Item 3 - max 50 marks
• Item 4 - max 50 marks
• Item 5 - max 50 marks
• Overall attractiveness of exhibit - max 50 marks
• Originality and/or educational value - max 50 marks
• Relevance to theme - max 50 marks
• Total 400 marks
8. No live bees or observation hives permitted.
9. Branch representatives are responsible for setup and removal of their exhibit.
Also, whilst the exhibits are not stewarded, daily maintenance of the exhibit is
permitted; this is also the responsibility of the branch staging each exhibit.
As ever, we’re looking forward to getting together with everyone associated in this

social celebration of beekeeping in all its variety. If you’ve not done so before, give
yourself a treat; come along and get involved.

dcsvolunteers@yahoo.com
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Two years of on and off lock down have seen a drop in the number of Asian Hornet
nests found in the U.K (One of the up sides of lockdown and there have not been
many) maybe because of reduced traffic over the Chanel.
In Spring, as the temperatures start to increase the over wintered queen will emerge
from hibernation and start the challenge of nest building and raising her first batch of
brood which, when emerged will take over the nest building and feeding of the young.
The queen can now concentrate on laying eggs. This is the time of year to look out
for those embryo nests, about the size of a golf ball/ tennis ball usually found in a dry
sheltered spot garden sheds are ideal.
The Asian Hornet/Yellow legged Hornet, Vespa Velutina differs from our native

hornet, in that it is mostly dark, orange face, orange band on abdomen and of course
distinctive yellow legs. Our native hornet
is bigger more wasp like in appearance.
What can I do to stop this invasive insect
becoming established in this country;
1. Make sure you can correctly
identify and tell the difference between
Asian and European hornets.
2. Know how to correctly report a
sighting.
3. Educate others. Some Branches of
DBKA do not have an AHAT (Asian Hornet
Action Team) contact, if you don’t please
get organised: ask your committee; take
on the role.
To be able to assist your branch team,

should there be a sighting the BBKAare asking members to take a short and impossible
to fail assessment on their website. Please give it a go we need as many registered as
possible.

https://www.bbka.org.uk/asian-hornet-team
and click on Asian Hornet Team Exercise.

Remember
One missed nest could on average produce 350 young queens. If only 10%
survive hibernation and the challenges of building a nest. We would still be
looking at 35 nests the following year.

If you are confident you have seen an Asian Hornet, remember:
SEE IT;

If you are not sure you that what you have seen is an Asian Hornet ask a member of
your branch AHAT and they will assist with identification.

SNAP IT;
Without a picture or a sample insect the authorities will not act, a photograph is
essential.

SEND IT;
The quickest and easiest way to send a report is through the Asian Hornet watch app.
If you do not use a smart phone, please email to alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk. With a

photograph, location and contact details.
Check out the website for a good source of information.

www.ahat.org.uk

“Honey Bees” really has the “WOW!” factor. It’s hardback, big (12” x 8.5”/30cm x
22cm) with thick glossy pages and doesn’t cost a fortune. It could be described as a
coffee table book, because you’d certainly want it on display. As a beekeeper you
already know that you’re in for a treat when Jurgen Tautz publishes a new book.
When you look at the back cover and see that he has teamed up with a world
renowned wildlife photographer called Ingo Arndt the anticipation deepens.
Most of the book is taken up with full page photos and they are beautiful. So many

of the pictures are filled with bees glowing with a golden lustre it would be hard to be
unimpressed. There are fabulous close-ups of bees undertaking their regular tasks,
both in and outside the hive. As this book is telling the story of wild bees in European

forests, the ‘hives’ here are the tree
trunks of the vast woodland areas.
Once you have had a look through

and feasted on the photos, the text
alongside explains how the bees live in
the forests, the creatures that live with
them as well as those they prefer to
keep out. There are clear descriptions
alongside each image. “Honey Bees”
looks at the connections between these
ancient colonies and those in our
‘domestic’ hives, and why the bees bred
by today’s beekeeper carry out some of
the routines witnessed in the man made
hive. It points out the difficulties of
breeding bees and the adverse impact
of aspects of the modern world. The
book also relates how honey is
harvested by honey hunters, people
who use traditional methods to harvest
honey from colonies in tree trunks and
who could barely be described as

beekeepers at all.
This beautiful book will certainly be appreciated by beekeepers and might entice

others to take up the practice. It would certainly give non-beekeepers an
understanding as to why people enjoy keeping bees. The other aspect is the
technical information on photography; no doubt anyone with an interest in taking
photos would appreciate the practical explanations on how Ingo Arndt achieved the
sublime results.
This book is a joy to look at, fascinating to read and one that will provide pleasure

each time it’s opened. It is published by The National History Museum and costs
£25.00.
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Book Review: ‘Honey Bees’ by Jurgen Tautz & Ingo Amdt.
Reviewed by Rachel West

Asian Hornet Awareness
By Simon O’Sullivan - DBKAAsian Hornet co-ordinator

https://www.bbka.org.uk/asian-hornet-team
mailto:alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk
https://www.ahat.org.uk
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For Sale and Wanted

“Essential in War-time and after
War has shown a hundred uses for beeswax, from rust-proofing shells to waterproofing

boots, there is a world shortage of this substance, which has no real substitute; beeswax is
the result of biochemical processes in the bees’ body when honey is absorbed, and cannot
be manufactured.
The demand for the troops in Australia for honey has run into hundreds of tons per year,

and this unique energy producer is in short supply.
Bees are, however, in the war effort in a far more important way. Bees play an absolutely

indispensable part in fruit-growing and the production of vegetables and crops. In this
connection the value of the beekeeping industry to the nation is, at conservative estimate,
fifteen to twenty times the value of honey and beeswax produced. Nature has designed
many flowers to need the assistance of insects in the transference of pollen, which is the
fertilising element, and hive bees are the most efficient agents in this work.
Large areas of fertile country in the northern part of Australia are under cultivation of

vegetable [crops] for troop needs; the full success of this venture was delayed until
colonies of bees were sent from the south for distribution among the gardens.”

Small ads (up to 100 words) placed in Beekeeping magazine are free to members of DBKA. Ads will
automatically cease after one insertion. Repeated advertisements (up to a maximum of three months
total) only by separate negotiation with the team on ads@devonbeekeepers.org.uk. Ads will
automatically go onto the Devon Beekeepers’ website where they will cease after six months unless
the Webmaster is requested to remove them earlier.

4 complete na�onals for sale includes Brood, two or three supers
Queen excluder etc . Crown board £ 75.00 each.
I also have a couple of supers and a brood box to spare . £10 & £15.00
respec�vely
I have a flat pack brood box and super never assembled.
Loads of other bits to sort including wbc bits and pieces. 2 nuc boxes good
condi�on and 2 nuc boxes for repair.
contact Steve: 07866 608182

Wanted
‘Let’s Bee There’ Initiative

Any old bee boxes, as long as they can be renovated/re-fitted, needed to make up
bait hives for siting around Exeter in locations that repeatedly attract swarms during

the summer.
Captured swarms are re-located to a site outside of Exeter where they’re managed.

The initiative is intended to develop to include community involvement and
introducing new beekeepers to the tradition.

Contact editor@devonbeekeepers.org.uk in the first instance

Beekeeping The Official Journal of the South-Western
Counties Beekeepers’ Federation - April 1945 - Price 3d.

A glimpse at the Archives

https://bees-online.co.uk
mailto:sales@bees-online.co.uk
mailto:editor@devonbeekeepers.org.uk
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Wewill be attending the
BBKASpring Convention
on the 9th April 2022

Make sure you have your wax
ready for conversion,and
pick up our new catalogue!

Formicpro™
Formicprois the next generation
in formic acid treatments. It is a
fast and easyway to treat varroa

Smokers
Traditional British smokers

produced in our workshopsat Rand

Devon County Show honey sales
needs your honey and other hive products to sell at

this years County Show.

Honey always sells well, but so do candles, and other hive products. So get
making and use this opportunity to promote

your products.

Our customers usually purchase honey from the area where they come
from, so take the opportunity to promote your honey by donating some

jars for theTaste of Honey Stall;
Sampling your honey is the best way to sell it!

Check out the DBKA website for this years prices.
The County retains 20% of the selling price as commission.

Jack Mummery

(Devon County Show Honey Sales Coordinator),
Jabeda Barton,West Buckland, EX32 0SG; 01598-760209;

e-mail: honeysales@devonbeekeepers.org.uk

DON’T SELL ALL YOUR HONEY YET!

From Somerset Beekeepers

Taunton & District Beekeepers’
Annual Auction of Secondhand Beekeeping Equipment

is due to take place
at

Ruishton Village Hall, Taunton TA3 5JD on
Sunday 3 April

Refreshments, raffle, free car parking

Items for the auction will be received at the Village Hall from 10am to
1.30pm and the sale gets underway at 2pm.

Devon members are invited to bring along items for sale, and to buy.

For more information see
https://www.somersetbeekeepers.org.uk/taunton.html

https://www.thorne.co.uk
mailto:sales@thorne.co.uk
mailto:devon@throne.,co.uk
https://www.somersetbeekeepers.org.uk/taunton.html


Diary Dates
Members may attend meetings of any Branch, but it is advisable to check the details with
the Branch Secretary first. Contact details are:
Click to email Secretary Click to go to website Telephone

East Devon eastdevonbk.co.uk

Exeter exeterbeekeepers.org.uk 01392 832956

Holsworthy holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk 01237 440165

Newton Abbot nabk.org.uk

North Devon northdevonbees.org

Okehampton okehamptonbee.co.uk 01363 82361

Plymouth plymouthbeekeepers.btck.co.uk 01752 338279

South Hams shbk.org.uk 01803 866028

Tavistock tavistock-beekeepers.org.uk 07709 977646

Tiverton tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk 01363 860252

Torbay tbbk.co.uk 07881 467393
April
Sun 3rd 10.00am Plymouth Beginners’ Course (3) – PRACTICAL (Branch Apiary)
Mon 4th 7.30 pm Torbay Introduc�on to Beekeeping (St Paul's Church Hall, Preston)
Tue 5th 7.00pm Plymouth Improvers/Social Meeting (by Zoom) – Neil D/Waite
Sat 9th 10.00am Exeter Beginner Practical Sessions
Sun 10th 10.00am Plymouth Improvers/Apiary Maintenance (Branch Apiary)
Mon 11th 7.30 pm Torbay Gerry Stuart Pests and Diseases Part 2 (St Paul's Church Hall, Preston)
Wed 20th 7.30pm Tiverton To be confirmed
Thu 21st 7.00pm Plymouth Beginners’ Course (4) – THEORY (Zoom)
Sat 23rd 10.00am Exeter Beginner Practical Sessions
Sun 24th 10.00am Plymouth Beginners’ Course (4) – PRACTICAL (Branch Apiary)
Sat 30th 1.00pm Exeter Exeter Apiary Open for Members
May
Tue 3rd 7.00pm Plymouth Improvers/Social Meeting (by Zoom) – Terry McAuliffe
Thu 5th 7.00pm Plymouth Beginners’ Course (5) - THEORY (by Zoom)
Sat 7th 2.00 pm Torbay Opening of Cockington Apiary and clean up day (hives opened if

weather suitable)
Sun 8th 10.00am Plymouth Beginners’ Course (5) – PRACTICAL (Branch Apiary)
Sat 14th 1.00pm Exeter Exeter Apiary Open for Members
Sun 15th 10.00am Plymouth 'Improvers / Apiary Maintenance + back-up for Beginners’

(Branch Apiary)
Thu 19th 7.00pm Plymouth Beginners’ Course (6) - THEORY (by Zoom)
Sat 21st 10.00am Exeter Masterclass with David Packham
Sun 22nd 10.00am Plymouth Beginners’ Course (6) – PRACTICAL (Branch Apiary)
Sat 28th 1.00pm Exeter Exeter Apiary Open for Members
June
Sat 11th 1.00pm Exeter Exeter Apiary Open for Members
Sat 18th 10.00am Exeter Masterclass with David Packham
Sat 25th 1.00pm Exeter Exeter Apiary Open for Members

BEEKEEPING Magazine printed by
Newton Print, Collett Way, Brunel Ind. Estate,

Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 4PH
Tel: 01626 368986 - www.newtonprint.co.uk

mailto:secretary@edbk.co.uk
https://www.eastdevonbk.co.uk
https://www.eastdevonbk.co.uk
mailto:cathy.mudge@yahoo.co.uk
https://exeterbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:jdconniss@btinternet.com
https://holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:rmountford@fordergardens.co.uk
https://nabk.org.uk
mailto:secretary@northdevonbees.org
https://northdevonbees.org
mailto:will.pyne@btinternet.com
https://okehamptonbee.co.uk
mailto:%20jeanfrench1957@yahoo.co.uk
https://plymouthbeekeepers.btck.co.uk
mailto:lilahkillock@btinternet.com
mailto:events.tavistockbeekeepers@gmail.com
https://www.tavistock-beekeepers.org.uk
mailto:daviesj773@gmail.com
https://tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:dianne.hatherley@btinternet.com
https://tbbk.co.uk
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