
 

BBKA SHOW RULES (2016) 

 

1. Entries 
 
1)  No exhibit may be entered in more than one class. 

 
2) Exhibitors are permitted to make more than one entry in a class, to a maximum number specified 

in the Schedule, but shall not take more than one award in that class. 
 

3) Joint owners are to be regarded as one exhibitor. The product of a colony or colonies jointly owned 
may not be exhibited by more than one of the joint owners. 
 

4) The preparation of all the entries (except where otherwise stated) must be by the exhibitor. 
 

5) Classes may be amalgamated or cancelled at the discretion of the Show Executive. 
 

6) The Show Executive has the power to refuse any entry or exhibit without giving reason. 
 

2. Delivery, Staging and Collection of Exhibits 
 
1) Exhibitors may only stage exhibits when permitted by the Show Executive to do so. 

 
2) Exhibits shall not be removed before the time stated in the Schedule or, if none is stated, before the  

end of the show. 
 

3) Competitors are responsible for the delivery and collection of their own exhibits ether personally or 
by a named third party. 
 

4) The containers of exhibits sent to the show must be easy to open and repack. Lids to be fastened 
with approved fasteners. Nailed lids will not be accepted.  

 
5) Cardboard containers should not be used as they constitute a fire hazard. 
 

3. Disqualification 
 
1) An exhibit found to be adulterated shall be disqualified. (The colouring of wax in display, trophy and 

similar classes is not deemed to be adulteration for the purpose of this rule). 
 

2) ALL HONEY AND WAX MUST BE THE NATURAL PRODUCE OF BEES OWNED BY THE 
EXHIBITOR. 
(This rule may be waived for Candle, Foundation, Cakes and Confectionery classes at the discretion 
of the Show Executive) 
 

 



4. Labels 
 
1) The labels as supplied by the Show Secretary must not be altered in any way. 

 
2) Except where otherwise stated, no label, trade mark, name or writing or other distinguishing mark 

may be placed on or attached to an exhibit. 
 

 
3) Labels shall be affixed as follows: 

a) To jars and bottles so as to leave 2cm between the bottom edge of the label and the base of the 
vessel. 
b) To wax: on the upper surface of the wax displayed and if applicable, a duplicate label on its 
container. On small blocks of wax a label shall be affixed to each item. 
c) To sections and comb honey frames: at the top right hand corner of the front vertical face of the 
case and a duplicate on the top right of the horizontal bar of the square section or frame within. On 
round sections one label to the rings and the duplicate on face of the section. On candles the label 
is to be affixed near the base. 

d) To cut comb containers: one on the lid and a duplicate label on the side of the container. 
e) To cakes and confectionary: on a plain white cardboard plate placed together with the exhibit in a 
clear plastic bag or cake cover on which a duplicate label is affixed. Only and bag, or cake cover 
supplied by the show at the time of staging will be permitted. 
f) To displays, shop window, trade exhibits and all other exhibits: so as to be completely visible on 
the base or table. 
g) To photographic classes: On prints or images in the top right hand corner of the the mounting card. 

4)    Exhibits in commercial or shop window classes should conform to current food labelling regulations. 

5. Gift Classes 

1) Exhibits in all Gift classes become the property of the Show Executive and may be sold before the 
conclusion of the show. 

2) The exhibitor must provide a label conforming to current food labelling regulations so that it may be 
affixed to the exhibit enabling it to be sold after judging has taken place. 

6. Uniformity  

1) When a class requires the staging of more than one exhibit of the same type, the containers (when 
used) and the exhibits shall be matching in all respects. Mould marks are not relevant. 

7. Extracted Honey 

1) Extracted honey must be exhibited in plain clear 454g (1lb) squat glass jars with lacquered metal or 
gold plastic commercial screw or twist off lids and matching except where otherwise stated. 

2) Display, shop window and special classes are exempt from Rule 7.1). 

3) Colour will be judged using the new (2016) BD Standard Grading Glasses. (Grading Glasses should 
be viewed against the side of a standard 454g (1lb) honey jar with a matt white background. Do not use 
grading glasses against a direct light source) 



4) Jars must contain the weight specified in the Schedule. 

8. Sections 

1) Square sections approximately 454g (1lb) must be enclosed in cardboard commercial sale section 
cases or white show cases. 

2) An area not less than 8cm by 8cm of the comb must be visible. 

3) Lacing, if used must be white. 

4) The section must be easily removed from the container. 

5) Round sections must have clear covers on both sides. 

9. Cut Comb Honey 

1) Cut comb honey must be displayed in standard white or clear commercial containers with a transparent 
snap on lid and must have a gross weight as specified in the Schedule. 

10. Comb Honey foe Extraction 

 1) These combs must be displayed in bee-proof cases without edging or lacing. 

 2) The comb must be visible from both sides. 

3) The comb must be capable of being extracted (by centrifugal action in a honey extractor or, in the case 
of Ling heather honey, by the use of a heather press). 

11. Wax 

1) Wax must be displayed in a transparent plastic bag or in a show case which must not exceed 30 cm 
square (12 in by 12 in). 

2) Wax may be exhibited polished or unpolished at the discretion of the Exhibitor. 

3) Wax block exhibits must fall within the weights specified in the schedule and meet any minimum 
thickness specified in the schedule. 

4) Where just one specific weight (e.g. 227g (8oz)) is specified in the Schedule, the wax block exhibit 
must be within 10% of that weight. 

5) At the judge’s discretion wax blocks may be broken. 

12. Mead, Metheglin and Melomel 

1) Mead classes must be exhibited in clear colourless (or slightly green tinted) glass of approximately 
750ml (26 fluid ounces) capacity with rounded, not sloping, shoulders and without lettering of any kind 
.Bottles are to be punted, a shallow punt is acceptable but a flat bottom is not acceptable. 

2) The bottle must be stoppered by a cork with a white (or cream coloured) plastic flange and be easily 
removable by hand, not tied down or require mechanical aids to remove it. No foil or other wrapping 
around the stopper to be allowed. A totally plastic stopper is not acceptable. 

3) The bottle must contain a minimum of 75 cl of the mead type specified in the Schedule. 



 

4) The exhibit must be made by the exhibitor by the process of fermentation only. No alcohol or flavouring 
may be added to Mead but additions such as acids, nutrients and tannin may be used. No alcohol may 
be added to Metheglin or Melomel. 

13. Cakes and Confectionery 

1) Cakes and Confectionary must be made by the Exhibitor and displayed on a white paper plate or doily 
in a clear unsealed plastic bag.  

2 Exhibitors must conform to any Schedule requirements which specify the recipe and the shape and size 
of the baking tin to be used. 

3) Where the Schedule does not specify a recipe for the class the Exhibitor must provide the recipe as 
directed in the Schedule. 

4) Cakes and Confectionery may be cut in half by the judge. 

14. Live Bees 

1) Bees are to be exhibited in purpose-made observation hives. In a one day show nucleus box 
observation hives may be used. In a show extending more than one day bees must be able to fly at all 
times. 

2) The exhibits must contain ample stores to last the duration of the show. 

3) Exhibitors of observation hives must ensure that bees have a supply of water at all times. 

4) Observation hives will be judged equally for education merit as well as their contents. 

5) The Show Executive must ensure that either the Exhibitor or some other knowledgeable responsible 
person be in attendance at all times that the public are present. 

6) Nucleus hives for competition should be prepared in accordance with BBKA Leaflet No. B14.  

7) Exhibitors must ensure that all exhibit of live bees are healthy and free of notifiable diseases. 

15. Awards 

1) In the event of a tie for a cup or prize on a points basis, the award shall be made to the exhibitor who 
has secured the most first prizes, failing this, first and second prizes and so on. If there is still a tie then 
more importance will be given to prizes gained in those classes containing the most entries. This will be 
determined by the judge(s). 

16. Objections 

1) Any protest must be put in writing and lodged with the Show Executive for any infringements of the 
Rules of the Show Schedule within a time period stated in the Schedule. 

2) All protests must be accompanied by a sum of money stated in the Schedule to discourage trivial or 
mischievous protests. Should the protest be sustained or considered reasonable by the Show Executive 
then the sum deposited will be refunded. 



17. Powers of the Show Executive 

 The Show Executive is empowered to:- 

1) Increase the number and value of prizes and/or awards in any class should the number and high 
standard warrant their doing so. 

2) Withhold prizes in case of insufficient merit or entries. 
3) Submit for analysis any exhibit. 
4) Sell, or otherwise dispose of, any damaged exhibit, which cannot be reasonably returned to the 

exhibitor. 
5) Retain all or any part of an exhibit concerning which a protest has been made until a decision upon 

such a protest has been taken. 
6) Decide any question as to the interpretation of the forgoing Rules and Show Schedule. 

18. Decisions and Liabilities of the Show Executive 

1) The decisions of the Show Executive on any matter whatsoever, under or in relation to the foregoing 
Rules and the Show Schedule, or on any objection or protest in relation thereto, or to any exhibit, shall 
be final and conclusive. 

2) The Show Executive will not be responsible for loss or damage sustained in any way by Exhibitors 
either to their property or person. Additional Guidance to Show Secretaries on Honey Rules and 
Regulations 

 

GUIDENCE TO SHOW SECRETARIES ON HONEY SHOW RULES AND REGULATIONS 

If Honey Shows are to run smoothly without disputes and protests then the Show Secretary must 
provide both exhibitors and the judge with a clear set of Rules and Regulations. The BBKA Advisory 
Leaflet No 22, titled Show Rules (Revised 2016) is a good starting point 

The BBKA Leaflet is all-embracing and for a Local Honey Show perhaps too comprehensive. However, 
by making reference to it in the Show Schedule with a phrase such as “BBKA Show Rules (2016) apply 
unless amended by the following:” will provide most of the information for the exhibitors to prepare their 
exhibits. The following suggested clauses for Show Schedules which are relevant to the efficient 
administration of the show and handling of the exhibits. These clauses should be tailored to meet 
individual show requirements. In addition, there will be a need to advise exhibitors of changes to the 
BBKA Rules to properly define what is ‘custom and practice’ at the local show and to be more specific 
on the presentation of exhibits in certain classes. 

Some Suggested Clauses for Show Schedules:- 

1) This Show is held in accordance with the Show Rules (2016) of the British Beekeeping 
Association and Exhibitors are bound by them. 

2) Entries must be made on the form provided with the appropriate fees and reach the Entries 
Secretary on or before ………..  

3) The entry fee per class is ……….. 

4) In Shows which charge admission fees 



Exhibitors paying …….in entry fees will be sent a free Admission Pass. (Each entry in a Gift Class will 
be regarded as being equivalent to ……… for this purpose. 

5) Acknowledgement of entries will not be made, but show labels, passes etc. will be sent to the 
Exhibitor at least 7 days prior to the show. 

6) Delivery and staging. 

All exhibits must be delivered to the Show by…………on………. 

Exhibits sent via third party must be sent to arrive by the stated date/time, and arrangements made for 
their collection at the end of the Show. 

Unless otherwise stated, all exhibits will be staged by Committee Members or Stewards. 

7) Judging will commence at ……… on……… 

8) No exhibit or any part thereof shall be removed until………on the final day of the Show and 
only when authorised to by a member of the Show Executive. 

9) Lighting or power points will be available to exhibitors in class(es)…………provided notice has 
been given on the entry form. 

10) No honey may be sold or otherwise displayed without permission of the shoe authorities. 

11) For cups and special prizes, points will be awarded as follows:- 

First: 6        Second: 5    Third: 4    Reserve, Fourth or VHC: 3    HC: 2    C: 1 

12) The show will be open to the public and exhibitors at ……… 

13) Challenge cups and Trophies won the previous year should be cleaned and delivered by hand 
to the Show Executive on …………  

14) In many shows Novice Classes are introduced to encourage newcomers to showing to exhibit. If the 
term ‘Novice’ is not defined in the show rules Exhibitors will be unsure if they are eligible to enter.  

a) The BBKA Show Rules (2016) do not give a definition of a Novice as that this would be too 
prescriptive when set against the variation in the standards of exhibitors at the different levels 
of honey show across the country and the aims of the show committees.  

b) The following definitions are being used at shows and the Show Secretary should select the 
definition which meets the aims and standard appropriate to their show:- 

“A Novice is an Exhibitor who has never won a First prize or trophy at any Honey show.” 

“A Novice is an Exhibitor who has never won a First prize at a local association/branch members’ show” 

“A Novice is an Exhibitor who has never won a First prize at a County Honey Show” 

“A Novice is an Exhibitor who has not won more than three First Prizes at any Honey show” 

“A Novice is an Exhibitor who has not won more than three prize cards (1st 2nd or 3rd) for 
honey/beeswax in open classes at a County Honey show” 



 

Every eventuality cannot be covered, but here are a few aspects for the Show Secretary to 
consider:  

Labels  The purpose of the label is to give a coded  identity to an exhibit. The BBKA Rules are quite 
specific in where the label is to be placed on the various classes and, in particular, for jars a dimension 
of 2cm from the base of the jar to the bottom edge of the label. Apart from the fact that the judge needs 
an unimpeded view across the inside bottom of the jar the dimension is not critical. However, for 
presentation reasons labels at the same height on the jars create an orderly and efficient impression to 
the public.  

Jars  The different types of the jar and lids in the BBKA Rules  are to cover both the jar classes and the 
display and commercial classes. It is recommended that where a show only has jar classes the 
schedule specifies what is required with a form of words as follows: 

“Extracted honey must be exhibited in clear 454g(1lb) squat glass jars with gold lacquered screw or 
twist off lids with flowed-in plastic seals. Where a class requires more than one item of the same type, 
the jars, lids and their contents must be matching in all respects.”  

Sections  Square sections (approximate weight 454g(1lb)) are a rarity and round sections (approximate 
weight 227g(8oz)) are becoming more common, if both types are to be allowed in the same class then 
this should be stated but a weight requirement should not be given. 

Cut Comb Honey  It is usual for the schedule to call for a container (or two containers) of cut comb and 
then define the weight. The most common size of container in use is 227gm(8oz)and therefore what 
would be expected from the exhibitor is: 

 “Container(s) filled with cut comb to satisfy a minimum gross weight of 227gm(8oz)”.  

Some shows ask for a higher weight which is unreasonable in an 8oz container. If the exhibitor has very 
thick unwired comb which would meet the higher weight then the underside of the lid could rest on the 
cappings and these may become detached when the lid is removed. On the other hand, to meet the 
higher weight using a standard comb thickness, there will be a temptation to use cut comb which is 
undrained. 

Wax  The BBKA rules specify wax blocks to be displayed in a plastic bag or a show case. Although the 
plastic bag introduces anonymity, a show case will keep out fingernails from damaging the surface! One  
label must be affixed to the wax top visible surface and a duplicate on the show case lid. It is usual to 
give a weight requirement for the beeswax block and there should also be a corresponding minimum 
thickness requirement:- 

”One beeswax block minimum weight 454g(1lb)and at least 25mm thick”. Other possibilities would be:-
e.g.“340g(12oz) and at least 15mm  thick” or “- 227g(8oz) and at least 10mm thick”. Alternatively the 
weight requirement could be as a band, e.g. 400-500g, 325-375g and 200-250g respectively. 

 

Cakes and Confectionery.  If a recipe has not been given in the Schedule then the Class instructions 
should ask the exhibitor to provide one. The judge needs to know the honey content and also if sugar is 
used in the recipe as this makes an easier cake to produce. 



 

Photographic Classes The BBKA Rules do not cover these classes, it is advisable to put something in 
the schedule to stop the same exhibit being used each year and to state how the exhibits are to be 
mounted to provide them with protection and for presentational reasons. 

A form of words could be:  

“All exhibits must have been taken, but not necessarily processed, by the exhibitor. The subject should 
be connected with beekeeping. 

Transparencies must fit in a 50mm x 50mm (2in x 2in) standard mount, glass mounts recommended. 

Colour or black/white prints/images must be mounted on card of any colour, maximum size of mount 
250mm x200mm (10in x 8in). A title is to be positioned centrally below the print. 

Transparencies and prints previously entered at _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Honey Show, whether prize winners or 
not, may not be entered in the same class.” 

 


