
Devon BKA Education Officer’s Report for 2024 AGM 
A survey of members who participated in training last year was carried out to discover the 
reasons why people wanted to take part in educational opportunities.  The top answer 
was, “to become a better beekeeper”. This has become the driving force behind the 
county programme in 2024.


Two priorities this year have been:

1. supporting branches by encouraging all DBKA members to extend their knowledge 

and skills in new ways;

2. developing stronger links with the BBKA so as to benefit more from the many 

resources it has to offer. 


It is broadly acknowledged that branches have well established strategies for educating 
the public and beginner beekeepers so the focus at county level is to support improving 
beekeepers.  In 2024 the decision was taken to target those now identified by the BBKA 
Framework for Learning as Intermediate and Experienced beekeepers.  

Rather than providing courses leading to modules or practical assessments, the training 
offered was based on topics or themes.  To deliver this more effectively any course or 
event made it clear which level of experience was most appropriate.  Zoom meetings 
were recorded and made available on the DBKA website.

  

The education programme’s progress was reported regularly to the EC, measured or 
recorded by:

• number of members registering interest in training courses/events

• number of those attending up to 75% of a course

• level of email correspondence with participants

• feedback from participants

• qualifications applied for or obtained which could be linked to training provided


Spring - Summer 2024

Theme: Swarm Management Zoom Course

Sub-topic: Queen Rearing by the Miller Method Zoom Group and Practical Project

Autumn Winter 2024-2025

Theme: Becoming a Better Beekeeper - Keeping your Bees Healthy

Sub-Topic: Preparing for Honey Bee Health and General Husbandry Assessments

Planned for Spring 2025

1. April: two practical days at Torbay Branch Apiary for those considering taking the 
Honey Bee Health and/or General Husbandry Assessments in 2025-2026.  Lead trainers 
will be from the BBKA, supported by experienced DBKA beekeepers.

2. DESC Zoom meeting of DEO and Branch Education Co-ordinators on Monday 13th 
January 2025.

3. Specific branch training for Intermediate Beekeepers on the theme of Keeping your 
Bees Healthy - content and format yet to be decided.


It is hoped that this kind of structured programme and collaboration between branches 
and county association will reap broad rewards amongst DBKA members.                                                         
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