
Devon Beekeepers Association EC Minutes 
23rd November 2024 

Present:  
Simon O’Sullivan, Mike Ticehurst, Alan Binge, Liz Westcott, David Wolley, David 
Stephens, Judith Norman, Tony Lindsell, Tammy Skinner, Ian Thompson, Marion 
Coleman, Kathy Lovegrove, Jonathan Custance-Baker, Martyn Williams, Lynette 
Rogers, Warwick Newson.


Apologies: 
Gerry Stuart, Mark Grieves, Paul Greening, Alan Rowse.


Minutes: 
Previous minutes already circulated, acceptance prosed by Tammy S, seconded 
by Mike T.


Matters arising: 
1) Updating DBKA website: Simon O’s contact, Ady, responsible for 

security on the DCC website, has been consulted on providing a one off 
upgrade. He has made several helpful suggestions, including improving 
Data Protection compliance and ease of contact. Simon O to agree a 
priority list with others (Paul G, Kathy L, Mike T) to achieve the most 
important steps first, and get a quote for that, with a view to possible 
further work depending on the cost. Andy’s son is a trainee graphic 
designer and will be able to have some input into the visual appearance. 
We will need to supply photos for illustration.


2) President’s Day: the technical problems on President’s Day could be 
helped by a better projector (Liz W to bring her own next time) and 
possibly by technical expertise - Graham Brown of S Hams has agreed 
in principle to attend next year (Sat 12th July at the St Boniface centre in 
Crediton).


     	 	 Potential speakers are being approached - in particular Steve Riley the 
	 	 author would be a good option.

	 

	 3)   Annual Delegates’ Meeting: Mike T is no longer able to attend as 	 	
	 	 planned.


	 4)   Magazine admin support: until a definitive person can be found, Simon O 
	 	 will work with Mike T on this.


	 5)   eR2 support - Mike T will continue while he is able to do so, but EC 	 	
	 	 branch reps should ask within their own branches for a volunteer.


Treasurer’s report: 
This report has been circulated, and is similar to the position in September. With 
the branch figures having been received only recently, they have yet to be audited. 



The apparent reduction in capitation income is accounted for by the magazine 
payment reducing (paper copies being phased out) and gift aid being reclassified.


Acceptance of the treasurer’s report was proposed by Mike T, seconded by Tammy 
S, and agreed unanimously by a quorate meeting.


Annual Delegates’ Meeting: 
This will be attended in January by Simon O with Judith N in reserve.

Of the nominations, all agreed Anne Rowberry to be made an honorary member of 
BBKA. Other nominations to be decided upon by Simon after hearing about them 
on the day.


Each of the propositions was briefly discussed:

1) Increased annual fee - agree

2) Policies to be presented more transparently - agree

3) Adjustment to General Husbandry assessment with exemption for those who 

have previously completed assessments on disease and breeding. Arguments 
against include the difficulty of recruiting assessors, while in favour includes 
the challenge of a three hour assessment to cover the whole syllabus. Simon O 
in favour, but will decide on the day.


4) Voting mechanism for trustees at ADM to be changed - agree on the basis that 
it would prevent a candidate from being accepted automatically when the 
number of candidates is fewer than, or the same as, the number of vacancies.


5) Change the name of the Executive Council to the Board of Trustees to clarify 
accountability.


6) External examination accreditation: this could ensure that the syllabus and 
standards required are clearer and that rhetoric matches actual activity. Vote to 
agree to continuation of investigating the practicalities of this.


7) Phase 2 funding of honey testing to reduce instances of adulterated honey 
being sold. Ian T asked what the BBKA attitude is to honey produced by 
species other than Apis mellifera, ie much imported honey.


Education Report: 
Kathy L’s education report was previously circulated.


Education needs support other than simple delivering of talks.

Core meetings on Zoom have been better attended since a more proactive 
approach to signing up for a course with commitment. Those unable to attend 
have mostly sent apologies, and caught up by watching the video recording on the 
website. The viewing figures are being monitored and an update will be given at 
the next meeting.


A further ten sessions are planned for February/ March with follow up practical 
days in April, for which more help will be needed. 


The group of ten, for whom DBKA paid for the General Husbandry training day at 
Blackbury, have stayed in touch and organise follow up meetings with a view to 



taking the GH assessment in 2025 or 2026. This should result in more assessors 
being available later for the Basic Assessment.


More local support is needed for beekeepers to develop their skills. The theoretical 
understanding of reading the comb needs to be integrated into summer apiary 
work.


BBKA are advertising a post for building their learning platform. A job description 
has been circulated to secretaries.


AHAT report: 
• This year’s 27 nests in the South East are likely to be in part a result of over 

wintering queens in the UK, following last year’s large incursion.

• Core group members are happy to be invited to give winter talks to branches

• We have recruited over 230 verifiers across Devon, and they are ready to 

confirm/ disprove any reports of possible AH. 

• Of the £5000 granted in the first instance by the EC, about £3 400 has been 

spent. The largest spends have been on bait, shared between branches for use 
by verifiers, and on a one off consignment of Gard Apis traps (stored in case of 
another incursion in Devon, and a subsequent need for localised Spring queen 
trapping). The rest was mainly on publicity materials and two kit boxes per 
branch, (also stored in case of the need for preliminary nest tracking while 
awaiting NBU). 


Election of Officers: 

President: Liz Westcott (P - Tammy S, S - Alan B)

Chair: Simon O’Sullivan (P - Alan B, S - Tammy S)

Treasurer: Alan B (P - Liz W, S - Mike T)

Gift Aid Treasurer and IT specialist for website: Paul Greening (not present but has 
agreed) (P - Liz W, S - Simon O)

Education Officer: Kathy Lovegrove (P - Liz W, S - Simon O)

General Secretary: Judith Norman (P - Liz W, S - Alan B)

Vice Chair: Warwick Newson (P - Kathy L, S - Alan B)


Magazine editor - Robert Blackmore has kindly agreed to do this for another year.


AGM: this will take place by Zoom on Saturday 14th December. A panel of four will 
answer questions after the meeting: Liz Westcott, Kathy Lovegrove, Warwick 
Newson, and David Packham.


Action: Simon O to send out link for AGM with a brief mention of each panellist, 
with a photo if possible. 



Branch Activities: 
Torbay: The South Devon (Torbay, Newton Abbot, South Hams) Honey Show 
scheduled for 8th February will need either a later date or a different venue 
(possibly Berry Pomeroy Village Hall).


Other branch members are invited to Liz W’s presentation on processing wax and 
honey for the show table - 7th January, 7.30 pm at St George’s Church Hall in 
Paignton.


South Hams: The recent AGM was combined with a social skittles evening.

The car boot sale for beekeeping equipment will be opened to others if a big 
enough venue is found for the next event.


Okehampton: The beginners’ training course has 20 participants and a waiting 
list.


Holsworthy: A chat evening based in a local pub will be held on 10th December.

The Holsworthy Convention will take place on 1st March.


Exeter: The apiary has been enthusiastically restructured to good effect.


Tavistock: Martyn Williams is the new Chair; the course for beekeepers this winter 
will be shared between several presenters. 

A new type of transparent observation hive has been constructed, being about 2 x 
2 feet, to be taken to the County Show, and otherwise remaining intact in an 
apiary.


East Devon: The talk at the AGM was about preventing fermentation.

Richard Simpson has retired from being education officer due to ill health. Nick 
Silver has taken over.


Newton Abbot: A new committee member has been appointed; talks on queen 
rearing and Asian hornet have been scheduled.


Date of next meeting: 
25th January 2025


Dates of other 2025 meetings: 
8th March, 14th June, 13th September, 22nd November.


Appendices: 
Updated education report from Kathy Lovegrove (with video viewing figures) to 
follow in a separate email.


