Devon Beekeepers Association.
Registered Charity No 270675
Minutes of AGM 14th December 2024
(By Zoom)

Present: 46 members attended

Chair’s remarks: Simon O’Sullivan welcomed everyone, and a
minute of silence was held to remember beekeepers who had
passed away over the course of the year. They are Bill
Finnemore (Plymouth), Edith Rockett and Bob Smith (Torbay),
and David Wiscombe (East Devon).

Apologies: Steve Tucker, Jean French, Tony Lindsell, Ken
Basterfield, Hilary Thompson, Mike Ticehurst, and John Kirk.
Minutes of last AGM: these were previously circulated by
email to all; approval proposed by Kate Crozier, seconded by
Will Pyne.

Chairman’s report: published on DBKA website.

Acting General Secretary’s report: published on DBKA
website.



Treasurer’s report: also on the website. Alan Binge collates
the 11 separate branch accounts and consolidates them with
the Devon-wide accounts. (Branches each have a separate
annual inspection.) All now have the required certificate of
inspection.

Some branches have reduced cash holdings, mainly due to
investment in assets, but in all cases, reserves are acceptable
so far.

County reserves have been drawn upon to buffer some
unbudgeted expenditure:

- costs of county wide Asian hornet defence

- a mismatch between calendar year and financial year
appears as an apparent deficit, while no income was received
for three months from discontinued subscriptions for paper
versions of the magazine, (many members having switched to
the digital version).

Again, £56 000 reserves are adequate for covering these.

Budget for the coming year: available on the DBKA website. A
deficit of around £3 000 can be expected, after budgeting for
only a small surplus from the Devon County Show. The
magazine is expected to break even with the subscriptions and
advertising.

No questions were asked.
Election of Officers: (proposed and seconded at the last EC
meeting - nominees have previously indicated willingness to

stand.)

President - Liz Westcott (prop by Tammy Skinner, sec by Alan
Binge)



Chair (meeting temporarily chaired by Liz Westcott) - Simon
O’Sullivan (prop by Alan Binge, sec by Tammy Skinner)

Vice Chair - Warwick Newson (prop by Kathy Lovegrove, sec by
Alan Binge)

General Secretary - Judith Norman (prop by Liz Westcott, sec
by Alan Binge)

Treasurer - Alan Binge (prop by Liz Westcott, sec by Mike
Ticehurst)

Education Report: available on DBKA website. A carefully
structured programme has been aimed at intermediate/
experienced beekeepers, to progress onwards from the basic
level courses provided at branch level. The Zoom sessions are
also available to watch on the DBKA website.

Examination Report: names were read out of beekeepers who
have passed module exams and practical assessments. The
Frank Alston Skep (made by James Schindler-Ord of Torbay
Branch) was awarded to Hannah Tainsh of Okehampton branch
for the most promising new beekeeper doing the Basic
Assessment.

The examination secretary commented that the awarding of
certificates and the skep in person at branch meetings was
helpful because it led to others asking recipients about the
exams and assessments and being reassured!

Downing Bowl Award: to recognise the massive contribution
made over the years by both Val and Keith Bone of East Devon,
they were awarded this bowl with a speech by the previous
recipient, Alan Binge.

AOB: None.



