Devon Beekeepers Association
Executive Council Minutes
22nd November 2025

Present:

Simon O’Sullivan, Alan Binge, David Stephens, David Wolley, Judith
Norman, Lynette Rogers, lan Thompson, Paul Greening, Kathy
Lovegrove, Mike Ticehurst, John Badley, Warwick Newson, Michaela
Eckenberger.

Apologies:
Tony Lindsell, Alan Rowse, Mark Grieves

Minutes from the last meeting
The minutes were approved proposed by David Wolley, seconded by
Alan Binge.

Chairs’ remarks

Simon thanked all for the support he has received during his tenure.
The EC is stronger now than it has been in recent years although there
is still some concern for branch committees.

A theoretical conflict of interest was declared by Warwick as a BBKA
trustee.

Matters arising:

Adi is making progress with the new website. Simon will show us at the
next meeting.

Emails - Paul can provide officer specific email addresses.

Allergy research - BDI has has requested funding for allergy research.
We have already funded our local university project in Plymouth.

Clare and Martin will talk at our AGM by Zoom.

Tropilaelaps research - to be discussed at our next meeting in February.

Treasurers report:

Year end papers were sent out in advance. Alan explained these and
mentioned some minor discrepancies which do not affect the final
figures. He proposed that we accept the accounts and this was
seconded by Mike.

All trustees present voted in favour, but since we were not quorate at
the time of the discussion, Alan will send out emails requesting further
votes.



Annual delegates meeting:

Simon will represent us as the Devon delegate.

We agreed to the voting for all three awards, all five trustees and two
members of the examinations board.

ADM proposals:

1) Increase in capitation fee: BBKA do have significant investments but
it would not be sensible to rely upon that loan for income. Alan advises
that this is a reasonable request for fees. The office is not overstaffed.
All appear to be working hard.

2) Improved material for the learning platform about officers posts. New
officers would benefit from advice about how to proceed.

3) Guidance for Asian Hornet coordinators. This is already in progress.
4) Monthly AH coordinators’ meeting on line

5) BBKA to continue as an Association of associations: this proposal
may have risen due to a misunderstanding. BBKA do not plan to alter
the present structure.

Devon Beekeepers’ Annual General Meeting:
Election of DBKA officers:

Chair - Warwick Newson (proposed by Judith Norman,
seconded by Simon O’Sullivan)

President - Simon O’Sullivan (proposed by Judith Norman,
seconded by Alan Binge)

Treasurer - Alan Binge (proposed by Simon O’Sullivan,
seconded by David Wolley)

General Secretary - Judith Norman (proposed by Simon
O’Sullivan, seconded by David Wolley)

(Remaining officers to be voted in at the next EC meeting.)
Agenda to be finalised by Simon, Warwick, Alan, Judith in on line
meeting.



Education Report:

Kathy was pleased with the passes in various assessments by
candidates who have participated in the learning for improvers are
encouraging.

At Presidents’ Day, votes for the next course were for “preventing
problems”, which encompasses other topics. It will consist of a weekly
zoom meeting of four or five sessions covering Queens, Workers,
Drones and Beekeepers.

A subgroup has been set up for the NBU disease day in June.

The provisional date is sixth of June 2026. A venue is needed and
volunteers to bring hives. Warwick and Simon will help Kathy with this.

Examinations report:

Lynette was pleased with a good year for passing exams. Nine
candidates did modules and there are bookings for further
assessments.

YLAH update:

The South West YLAH conference needs to be underwritten by
participating counties in addition to that offered by the SW Beekeepers
Forum. Alan agreed that on the basis that this is low risk, it should be
supported.

Branch Activities:

The branches are undertaking various winter activities, and most are running
courses. Okehampton has had a sale of secondhand equipment with Simon as the
auctioneer. Newton Abbott held a blind honey tasting. In East Devon, Keith and Val
Bone will stand down from their committee roles. lan Thompson will stand down as
chair of Newton Abbot.

AOB:

Data Ownership:
(In response to Robert Blackmore’s email 28 Sept re EC needing a policy on this.)

The transfer of the archive from Mike to Paul is in progress. Paul is looking at
storage: Mike will buy a 2TB hard drive for £60 for DBKA. Paul will summarise the
needs for the next meeting.

Feedback from BBKA Honey Meeting:



Simon reported that BBKA have decided to promote honey rather than challenge
authenticity, due to the negative connotations. A map will be developed showing
where honey is for sale. The Honey Authenticity Network has applied to become a
charity and will soon have a website; it can then be supported.

Dates of meetings in 2026:
14th February

11th April

13th June

12th September

21st November



