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From the Editor
Lilah Killock

The cover this month shows Brahim Meraga with all the awards and trophies he
won at this year's County Show. In order to gain so many points and win so many
prizes, Brahim had to enter lots of classes. As the saying goes, You have to be in
it, to win it! If you'd like to emulate Brahim's successes next year, now is the time
to start preparing. The closing entry date for the 2019 County Show will be next
April. That's too early for any honey from 2019, so it's this year's crop you need to be
looking at. Our local Bee Inspectors recommend that your honey is taken off early
August, in order that varroa treatment can be started mid-August.
Keep back a few jars of your best honey - don't give everything away to your family
and friends, yet. (They can have them next summer after the Show.) If your honey
granulates in the jars over the winter, then they will be ideal for that class. As for
comb honey, some people store it in a warm place to deter granulation, and some
even freeze it to keep it liquid over the winter. (Honey does not granulate when
frozen.) However, I must admit, the one time I tried this, my comb did defrost OK and
the honey was nice and liquid, but the wax cappings had got somewhat bashed from
the food that I had thrown in on top of it!
Start planning now, and you can fill those Autumn evenings, cleaning wax and
making candles, etc.
There is a paper archive of Beekeeping magazines going back to 1935. These
are all bound into volumes with hard covers to keep the magazines inside in perfect
condition. In recent years, the magazine has been prepared using a computer, and
digital copies have been preserved. These digital copies are easily available to all.
Longstanding member, David Charles, has very kindly given me his collection of past
Beekeeping magazines which go back four decades. Is there anyone out there who
would like to take on the task of taking these paper copies and making them into pdf
copies in order that we can increase our digital archive? Or even digitising part of the
collection? All offers gratefully received. My email address is on page 124.

Chairman's Brood Box
Tony Lindsell

I hope you have all enjoyed this unusually warm and sunny
summer and that your bees are thriving as a result of the good
weather. Some of you may have already started to take off
your honey crop. Good luck and happy harvesting.
I make no apology for starting this Brood Box with mention
of the Asian hornet. After all, it is, currently, the biggest threat
to our honey bees and all pollinating insects in the UK.
In the last few days there has been good news from
Exeter University research team: they have refined their
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radio tracking system so Asian hornets can now be traced directly back to their
nests. A video of the equipment in action can be found on the internet at http://
ow.ly/omw930kNsNX. However Asian hornets can only be tracked once they have
been found to be in the local area, and that’s where we have an important role as
beekeepers. We need to be Asian hornet aware at all times from now through the
autumn. Thanks to the efforts of Ken and Jill Beagley, there will an Asian Hornet
Week led by the BBKA from the 10th to 16th September when we will be encouraged
to be vigilant at our apiaries watching for Asian Hornets. If you have an AHAT (Asian
Hornet Action Team) in your Branch, they will be offering you support and leading us
in this activity. I am expecting more information in next month’s magazine.
Being able to identify an Asian hornet from other bees and insects will be the
most important part of the surveillance. Sadly, but may be not unexpectedly, even
our media can’t be relied upon to print the correct photo. Jill and Ken are constantly
finding publications that are raising the profile of the Asian hornet, which is a good
thing, but then let themselves down by publishing the wrong photograph. If you
find any incorrect information about the Asian hornet then please contact Defra on
beehealthinfo@defra.gsi.gov.uk.
On a different topic, you will be aware of the huge concern about the massive
use of plastic in packaging, the difficulty in recycling it and the harm it does to our
environment as waste. As the DBKA is a responsible charity and, also being a
promoter and campaigner for environmental issues relating to the health and welfare
of the honey bee, we, through the Executive Council, are reviewing our use of
plastic. Currently our magazine is wrapped in plastic film before being posted to us.
My local authority has no scheme to collect and recycle plastic film, and so it goes
in the general waste. I think this is quite a common situation throughout Devon and
the South West. We have contacted our printers, who also distribute the magazine
for us, to find out the alternatives. They have offered to send the magazine out in
a paper envelope but this would involve a small increase in cost of maybe up to
50p a member. To individuals that’s not a great increase but across an Association
of over a thousand members, it mounts up. Would you be prepared to increase
your subscription to meet the extra cost? No decision has been made and I would
welcome any constructive comments that you have on the subject. We want to get it
right for the environment and for our members.
On the subject of our Beekeeping magazine, I have some exciting and challenging
news: we are looking for a new Editor! Of course that means, very sadly, Lilah Killock
has asked to stand down. Having done the job for six years she feels now is the time
for a rest. (She will still be our Membership Secretary so has plenty on her hands). In
recognition of her commitment to the magazine, we must support her desire to stand
down. I know there is a lot of imaginative and innovative work that goes on in our
branch newsletters and other publications; we now need someone to come forward
to fill Lilah’s shoes. If you are at all interested then please find out more by talking to
your Branch Delegate, contacting me or discussing it with Lilah herself. I know that
she will give her full support to anyone taking on the role.
Happy Beekeeping.
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Devon County Show 2018
Barry Neal

The Devon County Show
was a remarkable event this
year for several reasons.
Firstly, the sun shone nonstop for all three days of the
event. Secondly, because
Ruth I were not seen in the
Bees & Honey Marquee on
any of the three days. This
was the first time this had
happened for nine years.
We were away celebrating
our daughter’s wedding in
Cyprus but had both been
involved in the preparations
for the Show and provided
detailed guidance notes for those left in charge. By coincidence, it was also the last
show that Ollie Allen, the Devon County Agricultural Association Show Secretary,
would organise before she retired. Colin Sherwood, our Live Bee Handling coordinator, was also unavoidably absent having a hip replacement which we are glad
to report appears to have been successful.
Harriet Brooks-Brownlie, Stephen Ide and Tony Lindsell did their best to ensure
the show went ahead as usual and with the experience, enthusiasm and flexibility of
the stall managers and a long list of stewards and volunteers, the Show was judged
a success. Several last-minute changes were made to the layout in order to fill the
marquee and allow plenty of room around the Candle Rolling stall. The number of
visitors to the marquee was in
line with recent years and all
the national and local events
happening on the Saturday didn’t
seem to affect attendance.
Unfortunately the number
of entries to the competitions
continued to disappoint, when
as an Association we have
over 1100 members. We were
grateful to the National Judges
and a Trainee Judge for their
time. We were very grateful
to all our members and other
beekeepers who do enter the
Tiverton Branch's entry for the Stevenson Trophy
competition, and appreciate the
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Alan Barrow receiving one of his trophies from
Chris Smith

John Roberts receiving the Basil Salter
Testimonial cup from Chris Smith, DBKA
President

time and effort that goes into each and every entry. As usual the standard of entries
in the Stevenson Trophy by three of our branches was outstanding. Branches
always manage to create displays that are original, interesting, educational, have
a big impact, show initiative,
and involve adults and children.
Congratulations go to Brahim
Meraga who was the Blue Ribbon
winner. He also won four other
trophies with an impressive range
of exhibits.
With such good weather the
Live Bee Handling was very
popular and we even ran out
of certificates at one stage.
Fortunately, additional copies
were soon produced. The look
of sheer joy and pleasure on the
faces of those members of the
The "Blue Table"
public brave enough to look
into a beehive for the first time
is a sight to behold.
This year we had a stand
organised by our Asian Hornet
Action Team about the threat
of the Asian hornet to the UK.
It was a very attractive stand
generating much interest and
led to an important contact
being made with British Rail.
Thanks are due to Colin Lodge
who organised and stewarded

Live bee handling
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Newton
Abbot Junior
Member, Flora
Willmington
won the
Under-13's
Poetry class at
Devon County
Show with
this delightful
poem.

FOR ALL YOUR BEEKEEPING NEEDS

ADAMS

homehardware
At 164 Fore Street, Exeter

Top quality equipment
Hives, frames, foundations and tools.

Main agents for E.H.THORNE
MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE

For personal service ring 01392 272877 : Email adamsofcrediton@btinternet.com
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the stand, almost single-handedly.
Thanks go to our President, Christopher Smith, for presenting the trophies on
the final day, and to everyone who helped pre-show in setting up the marquee, and
those post-show for taking down the displays and storing all the equipment both on
Saturday evening and Sunday morning.
Mick Male and his wife, Maureen, who have been an essential part of our marquee
for as long as anyone can remember were not able to be with us this year. Mick’s
skill at skep making is always worth watching but it was his smile and engaging
character that were sorely missed. We wish them both well.
Trophy Winners
Brahim Meraga - Blue Ribbon,
Barnstaple Bowl, County Trophy, Frank
Alston Perpetual Trophy & Stratton Rose
Bowl
John Roberts - Basil Salter Testimonial
Trophy
Alan Barrow - Brimacombe Memorial
Challenge Bowl & Croyde Cup
North Devon & Tiverton Branches jointly
- Divisional Cup
Honey Sales
Okehampton Branch - Stevenson Trophy

Part of Torbay Branch's display
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Okehampton
Branch's
prize-winning
display

Neopoll 1kg
£3.95
1lkg pack
pack -- £3.95
18kg
£66.60
18k box --£66.60
(fondant with pollen)

Apifonda 2.5kg pack - £5.95
12.5kg box - £26.50

ApiInvert 14kg pail - £29.50
(Inverted sugar syrup)

(Plain fondant)

We can also supply all individuals, groups and association with very good rates on bulk
and wholesale purchases & pallet deliveries
10 w/foundation
We specialise
in ASSEMBLED FRAMES Pre-Wired
4F Radial Motorised £598
and ready to use with or without foundation embedded.

£29.70

10 Frames
£14.75

Hives - Extractors - Motor Conversions - Filtration - Pre-Wired Frames - Tools/Sundries - Fondant - Poly Insulated Roofs - Bulk Orders
plus all other beekeeping needs

www.parkbeekeeping.com

02086 949960

info@parkbeekeeping.com

London Est 1985
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Sarah Bretherton presents the Frank Alston Trophy to
Brahim Meraga for winning the Gift Honey class.

"Gloria"

Honey class entries ready for judging
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Wilkinson Sword Poignard
The Wilkinson Sword Poignard, presented to the Devon County Agricultural
Society (DCAA) by the Directors of Kitchen Devils Ltd in 1981, is a perpetual award
presented retrospectively each year, to a section of the Devon County Show which
has shown outstanding initiative.
Ollie Allen, the DCAA Show Secretary, said that the Bees and Honey section
manage to do this (show outstanding initiative) every year. Awarded for 2017, the
Poignard was
presented on the
Sunday before this
year’s Show to Ruth
Neal, as DBKA
Show Chairman
and Secretary, by
the Devon County
Show Features
Chief Steward,
Peter Brockman,
and Senior Steward,
Peter OwenPawson.
The Poignard’s Blade is engraved Presented for “Initiative” The Devon County
Show. This unexpected award is a massive tribute to the dedication and tremendous
amount of work done by both the DBKA Show Committee and the DBKA Branches
and members who exhibit, steward and work in the Bees and Honey Marquee every
year. Many congratulations to everyone involved.

The County Show team: (from left to right) Steve Ide, Harriet Brooks-Brownlie, Jack Mummery,
Wendy Ashley, Mike Ticehurst, Ruth Neal, Steve Westcott, Liz Westcott, John Heal, Maggie Heal,
Barry Neal
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Yeo Valley School Year 5 Meet the Beekeepers
Zara Svensson, North Devon Branch

On a beautiful day in the middle of April, Abi Hanafin and I spent an enjoyable hour
answering questions from a lively group of Year 5 pupils at Yeo Valley School. Their
teacher, Miss Parkhouse, had invited us to visit the school for a question and answer
session and with some trepidation Abi and I accepted. We took along the virtual hive,
a children’s size beesuit, some wax, a frame of empty comb and, of course, a jar of
honey.
The lovely weather meant that we could take the session outside on the grass
which was a great setting for a talk about nature. The children were extremely wellbehaved and patiently listened to me begin the talk with a brief outline of life in and
around a beehive.
The children had certainly done their homework and we faced some challenging
questions. They seemed surprised to hear that the Queen is not the "Boss" of the
hive but rather the workers are generally in charge. There were questions about the
mechanics of reproduction and they were keen to know how many times we had
been stung.
The class was very open to ideas of how to help honey bees and other pollinators
and I hope they went away with renewed enthusiasm after our talk. You never know,
some may even become our master beekeepers of the future. I would like to think
that when they are asked, How did you become a beekeeper? maybe their answer
will start with, Well, some ladies came to my school when I was 9 years old ... .

Mystery Object?
Can you identify this mystery object? Hint: It is an exhibit in the Heraklion Museum
in Crete. Answer on page 141.

Photo by Gill Gairdner

135

Understanding the Buzz
Graham Kingham

Human beings breathe through their noses and as a consequence, molecules of
scents are carried onto a receptive area inside the nose; from here the chemical
message is passed to two swellings either side of the olfactory bulb, known as the
Organ of Jacobson, and named after the sharp-eyed Danish anatomist who first
discovered it.
Dogs are reported to have up to one thousand times more sensitivity to smells
than humans. Fish have sensors that sense smell situated on their bodies; eels
and salmon find their way back home halfway across the world to mate, using the
chemical odours in the water.
Male moths have massively feathered antennae to search out female pheromones
during the breeding season. Moths are known to hear the echo given out by bats. As
a result of this, they literally drop down out of the way from this predator's grasp. The
array of sensing methods varies for each species. Most have the Organ of Jacobson,
but it is used in different ways.
What about the honey bees’ sense of smell and hearing?
The bee’s world is governed by pheromones. These give them clues to the state
of the hive - smell is a very important means of information and communication both
inside and outside the hive.
Pheromones are substances that are secreted to the outside of the body by
exocrine glands, of which the bee has several; these pheromones are picked up by
the other bees and depending which gland the pheromone comes from, a specific
reaction can result, either behavioural, developmental or physiological.
Examples are the alarm pheromones given off when stinging, Queen substance
which unites the colony, and Nasonov pheromone, produced from a gland on the
top of the abdomen of workers, used at the entrance to indicate the hive location to
returning family members.
Bees are able to smell through their antennae and feet. The antennae have four
areas: the ball and socket joint connecting with the head, the longer Scape, and then
the small, bent top part called the Pedicel, followed by the long Flagellum; situated
on these areas they have various hairs, pegs and pits that have porous areas which
allow odour to permeate through.
It is within the Pedicel that the Organ of Johnston is situated; however it performs
a totally different function in bees, that of determining air speed when in flight and
sound detection. This is picked up by the amount of vibration in the Flagellum. Inside
the antennae - at one end of the Pedicel and the Flagellum - a flexible membrane is
suspended. It is here that vibration is picked up by the Organ of Jacobson which acts
in a totally different way to that in humans.
Bees generate sound not only through the movement of their wings but also with
their thoracic muscles. Although they use these muscles to move their wings, they
can uncouple their wings in order to produce heat and generate acoustic signals.
Travelling sound waves have both pressure and particle movement components.
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Sound waves are measured by their frequency in Hertz (Hz), or cycles per second.
The frequency of sound waves is heard as pitch; a higher wave frequency creates a
higher pitch. Honey bees produce many frequencies of vibration and sound – from
less than 10 to more than 1000 Hz. So far it has been shown that they can detect
sound frequencies up to about 500 Hz. The human hearing works with a tympanic
membrane vibrating inside the ear; we hear between 20 -20,000 Hz when young.
200–300 Hz is the sound range generated during the waggle dance, with about 15
bursts of sound every second. Attending bees have vibration organs on their legs,
which they cannot hear with, but they act to pick up the vibrations through the comb;
these are named the subgenal organs (meaning below the knee) and can be located
in the tibia near to the joint with the femur. The bees then press their thorax against
the comb and vibrate their wing muscles at a frequency of 350 Hz. When the dancer
perceives these signals, she may stop dancing and deliver small samples of her
collected food to the attendants.
Another sound heard in the colony at times is the Queen piping, which occurs
more commonly when there is more than one queen in a hive; it is believed that the
piping is a signal that a virgin is ready to fight for the honour of being the one-andonly. During swarm season, workers hearing the sound may try to keep the virgins
separate in order to have a spare queen available in case she’s needed. Queen
piping ranges from 200-500 Hz.
Bees and humans are one of the few species that communicate the whereabouts
of food to the whole group of family members. What is remarkable is that they must
do it in such a short time frame in their very limited lives.

Pedicel x 40 magniﬁcation. Picture G Kingham
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Beekeepers' Poems
Rachel West

The Poetry of Bees by Liz Westcott
Liz Westcott's prizewinning bee poetry has been
available to visitors of the Bees and Honey tent at
the Devon County Show for several years and now
a collection is published in this delightful book "The
Poetry of Bees".
In lovely rhyming verses we are taken inside the
hive and given insight into the biology of the colony
and the beekeeping year, and we are reminded of
the importance of honeybees and how we we can
help them. In Queen Bee we are asked Queen of
the hive? Or is it slave? This perhaps explains why
the queen plays hide and seek with the beekeeper
in The Elusive Queen - who's the slave then? There
are plenty of beekeepers who cannot fail to recognise
the frustration and relief expressed in this particular
poem. As well as searching for the queen, many situations familiar to beekeepers
are covered including robbing bees, the satisfaction of a good harvest, the joy of
examining a gentle colony in the sunshine, the eagerness to close up a hive of
grumpy bees as early as possible.
Liz takes us back in history and abroad, and she covers the present and future
dangers to honey bees and reminds us how critical they are to human survival. The
poems demonstrate that beekeepers are always learning, from the past, from other
beekeepers and from our beekeeping experiences. She tells a dramatic true story
and, all in all, these poems would appeal to beekeepers new and old, as well as a
much younger audience and those with no experience of keeping bees at all.
This is a really accessible and entertaining poetry book, covering a wide range of
topics; perhaps it is more the poetry of the beekeeper than the bees, but a beekeeper
who clearly enjoys her craft and whose talent extends to creating a book with
colourful illustrations and photographs - all produced by the poet herself!
From A Winter Apiary by Liz Westcott
But for now the Apiary is silent
And stillness fills the air.
The countryside is stark and cold,
The trees are dark and bare.
Cluster, honeybees, cluster And wait quietly for the spring
When sunshine warms the air once more
And you can take off on the wing.
The Poetry of Bees would be a decent gift for non-beekeeper and beekeeper alike.
The cover price is £10.00 and is available from lizwestcott@icloud.com.
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Bees vs People by Chris Slade

For such an entertaining read, the title of this
book is intriguing, potentially suggesting a war
between bees and mankind, that might lead you to
think that it's full of green issues and Man's misuse
of chemicals and the like to the detriment of bees.
Chris Slade gives an explanation for the title right at
the beginning of his poetry book, saying it's about
people he's met as a beekeeper and that he writes
about the bees as if they are humans.
Evidently he really enjoys his beekeeping and
gets great joy from expanding his knowledge
attending conventions and going on beekeeping
trips. He lets us into his world and gives us the
privilege of meeting his friends and acquaintances
and tells us what his poems are about; these
explanations mean the poems are all the more
pleasurable to read.
There's a feel of the 'naughty' beekeeper about this collection - surely The Lord's
My Beekeeper should replace the more traditional hymn at every beekeeper's funeral
- it's got the blessing of a nun after all! Seeing the world from the bees' perspective
inside the hive - and outside if you happen to put yourself in the place of a drone! seems to be a regular practice of beekeeping poets. However Chris Slade sets his
apart with the tales alongside, which makes you want to see how the resulting poem
turned out.
His epic end poem, conveying a dramatic tale, needs no introduction and no
knowledge of beekeeping at all. Anyone with the experience of a hospital emergency
or operation will recognise the unfolding of the story. It's told in such detail that
probably any reader will be able to picture almost every descriptive stage.
In fact few of the poems require any deep understanding of bees, because in
essence there is something that can best be described as very "human" about this
book. It makes you want to be on that minibus visiting an apiary in a foreign land, or
in the lunch queue at the convention. It reminds you of those times when the sky is
clear and, stuck indoors, you long to have your head in the hive.
Overall it's a welcome surprise to open a poetry book that looks more akin to a
show catalogue and to discover what's inside. There's certainly nothing apocalyptic
or holier than thou despite the title.
Bees vs People can be purchased for £5 from Chris Slade, 13 Church Road,
Maiden Newton, Dorset DT2 0AB.

BIBBA Conference

September 6th-9th 2018

at the Royal Agricultural University, Cirencester, Gloucestershire.
All beekeepers are welcome.
For programme see https://bibba.com/event/bibba-conference-2018/
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Banana and Honey Cake
250g plain white flour
2tsp baking powder
1tsp ground cinnamon
90g Manuka honey (or other runny honey)
60g demerera sugar
60g butter, plus extra for greasing
2 medium-sized ripe bananas, peeled
2 eggs, beaten
85g sultanas
60g flaked almonds
PREPARATION
Heat oven to 180°C/gas 4. Grease and line the base and sides of a 20cm round cake
tin with baking parchment.
Mix the flour, baking powder and cinnamon together in a large bowl. Melt the honey,
sugar and butter together in a small saucepan over a low heat. In a separate bowl
mash the bananas with a fork, then mix in the beaten eggs.
Make a well in the centre of the flour and pour in the melted butter and sugar, mix
and beat together. Add the banana and egg mixture and beat again, then fold through
the sultanas.
Transfer the mixture to the prepared cake tin and level the surface. Scatter over the
flaked almonds and bake for 50 minutesto an hour, or until a skewer inserted comes
out clean. Cover the cake with foil after 40 minutes if the surface is becoming too
brown.
Remove from the oven and leave to cool in the tin.

An Alternative Use of Old Wings?
Graham Kingham

Bees’ wings: a flimsy crust of tartar formed in Port and other wines after long
keeping.
So now you know where old wings go. No chance of this happening in our
household!
Tartaric acid is the main organic acid that occurs naturally in many fruits, most
notably in grapes. Its salt, potassium bitartrate, commonly known as cream of tartar,
develops naturally in the process of winemaking. It is commonly mixed with sodium
bicarbonate and the result is sold as baking powder - a leavening agent used in cake
making. The acid is also added to foods as an antioxidant and to impart its distinctive
sour taste.
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Bearding Bees
Graham Kingham

I collected a small swarm, probably a cast with a virgin queen, from a Buddleia
bush on a hot Sunday afternoon in late June. All went well and as I was able to cut
the branch off and place it inside the box, most of the bees stayed in situ. Whilst
drinking tea with the hostess, I left the lid ajar for the returning scouts to enter with
the aid of the fanning attendants who had raised their rears to the wind.
On arriving home I put the box in the shade and waited for an hour - yet more tea!
The outside temperature was now 26°C. I then proceeded to gently tip the swarm into
the brood box, refit the new frames and closed the roof. All was well; the odd flying
bees soon found the new entrance.
Two hours later I proceeded to check them and found them all bearding on the
outside; was this due to the temperature I wondered? I noticed that to attract a
swarm you bait the hive with old comb. However it is recommended that you use
clean foundation to house a
swarm, to prevent them from
filling up the cells with honey
that they had ingested from the
parent hive leaving no room for
development.
So my thoughts turned to
using the only drawn comb I
had - some supers. First I very
gently and slowly cupped my
hand beneath the bees and
pushed them up and over the
brood box lip in small amounts,
then inserted the drawn supers
and closed them up for the
night. It was now 9.30 pm.
The good news is that they
stayed put and I planned to
Bees bearding on the outside of the hive
inspect them after a week to
Photo: G Kingham
see just what they were up to.
The other methods of trying to keep a swarm are firstly to find the queen and clip
her wings; (this is not going to work in this case as the queen will need to mate if she
is still a virgin) and the second method is to place a queen excluder underneath the
brood box for a few days then remove it. (This can work, but the virgin is likely to be
a slim bee at this stage, so she still might abscond.) If all else fails put it down to the
bees knowing best!
Answer to Mystery Object
It's a Minoan Smoker for bees. It is about three and a half thousand years old.
Information and photo sent in by Ken and Jill Beagley.
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Animal School
Jeremy Barnes

A fable written by George Reavis, then Assistant Superintendent of the Cincinnati
Public Schools, almost 80 years ago, was updated in Steven Covey’s Seven Habits
of Highly Effective People, first published in 1989. It describes how the animals in
the Great Forest, rather than give parents the responsibility of teaching their children
the skills they needed to know, decided the young ‘uns should learn from professional
teachers. So they organised a school and hired staff.
They opted for a standardised educational curriculum with an activity-based
syllabus consisting of swimming, running, flying, and climbing. All the animals took
all the subjects – it was very important that no child be left behind. Standardised
achievement tests were administered to all students to ensure they were progressing
satisfactorily.
The ducks were excellent in swimming; in fact, the ducks were better than their
teacher. But some of the ducks made only passing grades in flying and all of them
were very poor in running, and thus were required to stay after school for remedial
running practice, to the point that they had to drop swimming in order to practise
running. This was kept up until their webbed feet were very sore and they were so
tired that soon they were only average in swimming. But average was acceptable in
school, so nobody worried about that – except the ducks.
The rabbits started at the top of the class in running but did very poorly in
swimming. Also, the rabbits insisted on hopping, and the teachers, concerned about

From
£128.00
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their hyperactivity, made them walk everywhere instead of allowing them to run or
hop. The rabbits had to come in early every day for special swimming class to the
point that some of the younger rabbits developed severe fur problems from spending
so much time in the pool.
The squirrels were excellent in climbing and running; in fact, the squirrels were
the best students at climbing the standardised tree. But they wanted to fly by first
climbing the tree, then spreading their paws and gliding to the ground. But in flying
class their teacher made them take off from the ground with the other students,
and clearly the squirrels were not mastering the course material. So every day the
squirrels had therapy – a flying therapist took the squirrels into the gym and made
them do front-paw exercises to strengthen their muscles so they could learn to fly the
right way. The squirrels' paws hurt so much from this overexertion that some of them
only got a C in climbing; two even failed climbing altogether.
The eagles were problem children. In climbing class they beat all the others to the
top of the tree but they insisted on using their own way to get there and were quite
stubborn about it. They said that clearly it was the goal that mattered and that it was
quite right for them to get to the treetop by flying. The school psychologist diagnosed
them as having oppositional-defiant disorder and developed a strict behaviour
modification plan for the wayward birds.
At the end of the year, an abnormal eel that could swim exceedingly well and also
could run, climb and fly a little, had the highest average and was the valedictorian.
The prairie dogs stayed out of school and fought against the tax levy because
the administration would not add digging and burrowing to the curriculum,. They
apprenticed to the badger and later joined the groundhogs to start a private school.
In some schools today, outside of the forest, we still make squirrel children try
to learn to fly by flapping their paws and we punish eagles for being defiant about
their right to be themselves. In other schools, fortunately, we enjoy all children for
themselves. Each squirrel is a perfectly wonderful squirrel. Each rabbit a lovely rabbit
whether or not it chooses to hop, skip, roll or walk. Each eagle is allowed to be an
eagle and we encourage each duck to swim rather than worrying about learning to
run.
Honey bees balance their behaviours between the needs of the community and
their state of maturity, beginning with new-borns cleaning out the cells from which
they have just emerged and ending with the collection of resources needed for the
continuation of the species. Whereas there are certain broad principles within which
they operate, the bees are more adaptable than we initially realised, and will change
their behaviours (the equivalent of swimming, running, climbing and flying) depending
on the signals they receive from their nest mates.
Beekeepers, and beekeeping classes, are not always as flexible, and may be
dogmatic in what they determine is the ‘right’ way to keep honey bees. Certainly
nu-bees need assurance and direction, yet never to the point that they are submitted
to standardised achievement tests, or accept average as OK, or are subject to
behaviour modification plans, whether self or externally imposed, to the point that
they lose that vital enthusiasm and sense of awe that keeps many of us involved.
Covey argues that driving forces (eg, the ability and desire to fly, swim, run or fly)
are positive, motivate growth and change, and keep us engaged, while restraining
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forces are negative. Valuing differences, especially our mental, emotional and
psychological differences, is the essence of synergy, and it is synergy which best
describes the activities of a bee hive. To develop the empathy that allows us to
welcome and respect differences, we first have to realise that people tend to see
the world not as it is, but as they are - we each visualise it through the prism of
our own experiences - and the good instructor or mentor evokes and utilises those
perceptions. The word education is derived from the Latin educare, meaning to draw
out, not to pour forth.
An effective beekeeping instructor or mentor has the humility and reverence to
recognise his or her own perceptual limitations and to harness the rich resources
made available through interaction with the hearts and minds of nu-bees, not least
their curiosity, enthusiasm and burgeoning passion. He or she cannot see honey
bees as they do, nor can he or she bring to the class the life experiences that
each of the class members has; rather, opening up to their perspicuity adds to the
knowledge, the understanding of reality, of everyone in the apiary. To return to the
jigsaw analogy, perhaps it is the instructor’s job to put the corner pieces in place, to
help the new beekeeper complete the connections between them which outlines the
puzzle, and then to step back as he or she fills in the individual pieces. Because the
final picture is not uniform - the colours, the shapes and the images are unique to
each one of us.
The alternative, as George Reeves articulated in the 1940’s, is that we try to make
everybody the same, and no-one is happy. People get hurt and their best gifts go to
waste.
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Asian Hornet Update
Jill & Ken Beagley

At the beginning of July, Ken noticed a wasp nest tucked away up on the Devon
bank at our allotment and was glad it wasn’t an Asian Hornet colony, though it would
have the same telltale sign of a regular pattern of flying insects entering and leaving
the foliage. The nest is quite large and approximately the size of a football with
already quite a few active wasps.
The BBKA Chair, Margaret Wilson, has now endorsed the Asian Hornet Week
(10 - 16 September) that was first suggested by Eleanor Burgess, Somerset SBI,
after working at Tetbury in 2016 and Woolacombe in 2017.
This focused week will encourage all beekeepers to look out for Asian hornets
at their apiaries for at least an hour at intervals during fine weather in order to see
whether their bees are being attacked, in the hope that beekeepers will continue this
activity through the autumn. This is our best and last opportunity in 2018 of ensuring
the UK remains free of Asian hornets for another year.
Beforehand, remember Martyn Hocking’s idea of pinning a copy of the NNSS
leaflet (page 209/210 June BBKA News) in one of your beehive lids to help with
identification, fix skirts around your hives, as in
France, to force any Asian hornets to hawk in
front of the hive, and, if you have been, when
you start monitoring for Asian hornets please
update your BeeBase records.
Identification of the Asian hornet is key to our
campaign, so knowing its colouration, shape,
and size means that false sightings will be
reduced.
If you take a look at Services on the top
bar of the BBKA website, you will see that
the BBKA are fully supporting Colin Lodge’s
Asian Hornet Action Team (AHAT) project. The
website www.ahat.org.uk has lots of useful
Asian hornet information and a portal for
registering your local AHAT and Asian hornet
sightings. There are now ten counties with at
least one or more registered AHATs with five,
so far, in Devon.

Hopguard Gold Varroa Treatment
Vita Bee Health reports that Hopguard Gold will not be available for use in the
UK this season. Vita has withdrawn its application to the European Medicines
Agency (EMA) for authorisation of HopGuard Gold because it was unable to provide
additional data requested by the EMA in the time available. Vita is now considering
options on how best to proceed outside North America.
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Diary Dates
Members may attend meetings of any Branch but it’s advisable to telephone the
Branch Secretary first. Contact details are:
East Devon

eastdevonbk.co.uk

01404 841629

Exeter

exeterbeekeepers.org.uk

01392 832956

Holsworthy

holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk

01237 440165

Newton Abbot

nabk.org.uk

07935 041168

North Devon

northdevonbee.co.uk

07791 679283

Okehampton

okehamptonbee.co.uk

01363 82361

Plymouth

plymouthbeekeepers.btik.com

01752 338279

Tavistock

tavistock-beekeepers.org.uk

07824 627766

Tiverton

tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk

01363 860252

Torbay

tbbk.co.uk

01803 844804

Totnes & Kingsbridge

totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com

01752 894094

AUGUST
Wed 1

All Day

North Devon

North Devon Show (Umberleigh)

Thu 2

All Day

East Devon/
Exeter

Honiton Show

Fri 3

7.30pm

Torbay

Module 1 Study Class (Sainsbury’s, Paignton)

Sat 4

2.00pm

Exeter

Taking Off Honey Supers + Varroa Treatment.
Come and see new Log Cabin (Exeter Apiary)

Sat 4

2.00pm

Newton Abbot Branch apiary open (Clay Lane)

Sat 4

2.00pm

Tiverton

Apiary Visit (Keith Ower’s Apiary, Kentisbeare)

Sat 4

2.00pm

Torbay

Branch Apiary meeting (Cockington Apiary)

Sun 5

2.30pm

Holsworthy

Apiary Inspection (Dunsland)

Sun 5

10.00am

Plymouth

Improvers Meeting - David Milford (Branch Apiary)

Thu 9

All Day

Okehampton

Okehampton Show

Sat 11

2.30pm

East Devon

Extracting and Preparing Honey (Beginners) with
Colin Sherwood (Hunthay Apiary)

Sat 11

2.00pm

Exeter

Free Open taster session for new members
(Exeter Apiary)

Sat 11

2.00pm

Newton Abbot Branch Apiary open (Clay Lane)

Sat 11

2.00pm

Torbay

Branch Apiary meeting (Cockington Apiary)

Sun 12

10.00am

Plymouth

Beginners Meeting (11) Patrick Mansfield/Valerie/
Terry McAuliffe/David Milford (Branch Apiary)

Sun 12

2.00pm

Totnes &
Kingsbridge

Meet the Bees session for general public (Branch
Apiary)

Sat 18

2.00pm

Exeter

Extracting Honey and Wax (Exeter Apiary)

147
Sat 18

11.00am

Tavistock

Branch honey extraction day (Lewdown Village
Hall)

Sat 18

2.30pm

Okehampton

Joint Apiary meeting with Tiverton Branch
(Knightshayes Estate)

Sat 18

2.00pm

Torbay

Branch Apiary meeting (Cockington Apiary)

Sun 19

2.30pm

Holsworthy

Apiary Inspection (Dunsland)

Sun 19

10.00am

Plymouth

General Meeting (Branch Apiary)

Thu 23

All Day

Holsworthy

The 122nd Holsworthy Agricultural Show

Sat 25

2.00pm

Newton Abbot Branch Apiary open (Clay Lane)

Sat 25

2.00pm

Torbay

Branch Apiary meeting (Cockington Apiary)

SEPTEMBER
Sat 1

All Day

Totnes &
Kingsbridge

Sales Stand (Food Tent, Kingsbridge Show)

Sat 1

2.30pm

East Devon

Preparing for winter (Beginners) with David Pratley
(Hunthay Apiary)

Sat 1

2.00pm

Exeter

BBQ Planning for winter (Exeter Apiary)

Sat 1

2.00pm

Newton Abbot Branch Apiary open (Clay Lane)

Sat 1

2.00pm

Torbay

Branch Apiary meeting (Cockington Apiary)

Sun 2

2.00pm

Tiverton

End of Season BBQ (Jon Gubb’s Apiary)

Wed 5

6.30pm

North Devon

Visit to Quince Honey Farm

Sat 8

10.00 5.00pm

North Devon

Branch Honey Show (St Johns Garden Centre,
Barnstaple)

Sat 8

2.00pm

Newton Abbot Branch Apiary open (Clay Lane)

Sat 8

2.00pm

Torbay

Branch Apiary meeting (Cockington Apiary)

Sun 9

11.004.00pm

North Devon

Branch Honey Show (St Johns Garden Centre,
Barnstaple)

Fri 14

7.00pm

North Devon

Workshop for Intermediates (Horestone Apiary)

Sat 15

2.30pm

Okehampton

Apiary Meeting near Eggesford

Sat 15

2.00pm

Newton Abbot Branch Apiary open (Clay Lane)

Sat 15

2.00pm

Torbay

End of summer barbecue (Cockington Apiary)

Sun 16

10.00am
- 4.00pm

Tavistock

Educational Stand in conjunction with National
Garden Scheme (Tavistock Pannier Market)

Wed
19

7.30pm

Tiverton

Gerry Stuart Bees at Paignton Zoo (Uplowman
Village Hall)

Sat 22

2.30pm

East Devon

Cleaning and Storing Equipment with Apiary Team
(Hunthay Apiary)

Sat 22

2.00pm

Torbay

Branch Apiary meeting (Cockington Apiary)

Sat 29

2.00pm

Torbay

End of season apiary clean-up (Cockington
Apiary)
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Getting ready for harvesting
Starting preparations
for harvesting your
honey is always exciting,
especially if it’s your
ﬁrst year, but the magic
never really goes away
even if it’s your 20th
year. This month we
have put together 5 key
equipment groups to
help you build the kit
you might need!

Uncapping

Extraction

Filtering

Collecting

Storing

Uncapping
scalloped edge knife
UNC05 £14.95

4 frame extractor
with ﬁlter and tank
EXT02 £389.95

Nylon double
strainer
STR02A £12.95

35kg polythene tank
with tap
TAN06 £26.95

Jars with lids

Uncapping cranked
fork
UNC08 £5.95

9 frame electric
extractor
EXT04 £1,010.50

Double stainless
steel ﬁlter
STR02 £24.95

50kg stainless steel
tank with tap
TAN01 £164.95
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South Devon
Beekeepers
Convention
The Ariel Centre, King Edward VI Community College,
Totnes TQ9 5JX

Sunday 4 November

Keith Delaplane
The Honey Bee Superorganism
and how it explains everything

Multiple Mating in the Queen
liability or asset?

Andy Willis
A Bee's Eye View of Beekeeping
Claire Barker
Beauty and the Bees

Tickets £15 (after 31 October £20)
Under-18s and full-time students Free!

Book Stall, Equipment and Trade Stands. Pasties available.
For full details (and to book online) see www. devonbeekeepers.org.uk
or telephone 01803 866028
Printed by Newton Print, Collett Way, Brunel Ind. Estate, Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 4PH
Tel: 01626 368986 - www.newtonprint.co.uk

