DEVON BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION
Registered Charity No 270675

Chairman - Tony Lindsell, Elderberry Barn, Uffculme, Cullompton EX15 3DN
01884-841257; dbkachair@btinternet.com

General Secretary - Barry Neal, Badgers Barn, Withacott, Langtree, Torrington EX38 8NL
01805-601715; 07789-435477; gen.sec.dbka@gmail.com

Minutes of the Executive Council Meeting held at Meldon Village
Hall on Saturday 30t June 2018

Officers Branch Delegates
Tony Lindsell Chairman East Devon John Badley (JB)
Viv Thorn (VT) Vice Chairman Exeter Paul Smith (PS)
Barry Neal Gen Sec Holsworthy Eunice Goodwin (EG)
Alan Binge (AB) Treasurer Okehampton Simon O’Sullivan (SS)
Keith Bone (KBo) Gift Aid Treasurer Plymouth Terry McAuliffe (TM)
Lilah Killock (LK) Beekeeping Editor; Tavistock Bill Pyle (BP)

Mem Sec; Ind Subs Tiverton Malcolm Jenkins (MJ)
Ken Basterfield (KB) Education Officer
Mike Ticehurst (MT) Webmaster

Co-Opted & Invited
Jean French (JF) YearBook Editor

Apologies - Mave Dowling, Christopher Smith, David Painter, Grant Elliott

Nothing Heard - Tim Allen, Richard Ball, Simon Jones, Vic Willmington

In Attendance - Marian Minton

2. Chairman’s Remarks
2.1. No requests were made for items of an urgent nature to be discussed.
2.2. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. He welcomed Eunice Goodwin as the
new Holsworthy Branch Delegate. He also mentioned that Ruth Neal was now no longer a
co-opted member of the EC as she had finished her commitment to the 2018 Devon County

Show. The Chairman told the delegates that Lilah Killock would be standing down as the Editor
of Beekeeping Magazine at December’s AGM.

2.3. The Chairman had responded to the DEFRA Consultation on Health & Harmony: the
future of food, farming & the environment in a Green Brexit; Enclosure 1 refers.

2.4. Jill & Ken Beagely had continued their work with the Asian Hornet, and had campaigned
for an Asian Hornet Week which will now take place from 10th to 16th September 2018. It was
uncertain how DBKA might be involved in this.

2.5. The London Beekeepers’ Association were now linked to the Asian Hornet guidance on
our website.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting - the minutes of the 7 April 2018 EC meeting were
approved with one spelling amendment; proposed MJ, seconded AB, unanimous. There were no
matters arising not on the agenda.

4. Treasurer’s Report; Paper EC(18) 10 referred.

4.1. AB mentioned that Beekeeping Magazine’s costs had reduced unexpectedly in recent
months, and it is hoped that would continue. Independent Subscriber’s subscriptions would
need to be discussed at September’s EC meeting.

Action - Gen Sec

4.2. The draft budget assumed a slight reduction in overall membership although Registered
members remained around 1,000. There would be a change in the membership income
distribution (not rates) to reflect the contribution to magazine costs. The levy on Branches
which part funded magazine distribution would be moved as the reserves target will be
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achieved and the redistribution of the membership subscription will cover the cost. Member-
ship rates would remain unchanged for 2019-20 at this stage. The plan for 2019/20 would
be added once 2018/19 budget had been prepared. It would likely be inflation adjustments
only. An increased cost for Devon Beekeepers’ Day/AGM would be included. The Beekeeping
Magazine account would be close to breaking even; there would always be a small surplus or
deficit if sensible contribution rates were used but distorting cross subsidies would be
effectively eliminated. The total budget surplus of £1,750 would not increase the reserves
excessively and would be a small contingency.

4.3. KB mentioned that there would probably not be a BBKA Capitation increase for 2019/
2020.

4.4. Delegates were urged to consider new financial initiatives for the future.
Action - all

5. 2018 Devon County Show; Paper EC(18) 11 referred: attached as Enclosure 2.

5.1. The Gen Sec mentioned that a recent trend had been a reduction in DBKA member
involvement in the Show, and a reduction in Branch Stevenson Trophy exhibits. Competition
exhibits were down again, and he urged the Branches to encourage their members who exhibit
very successfully at Branch shows to participate in the Devon County Show; the Show
Committee could not, in itself, get that message across. The competition is the baseline from
which Devon County Agricultural Association support for us was measured.

5.2. The Gen Sec then announced that he had stood down as DBKA Chief Steward for the
Show. He had another opportunity to pursue and felt that after 9 years someone else needed
to take on the Chief Steward role. The Chairman proposed a vote of thanks to both Ruth &
Barry Neal for all that they had done to make DBKA’s participation in the Show such a success.
A round of applause followed.

6. Data Protection; - the plan for implementing the new GDPR requirements was not going well
as it was discovered that the member data on the master DBKA database contained errors and was
incomplete. The DPO had arranged for each Branch to review and update their member data, and
this exercise was almost complete. The way forward agreed at April’s EC meeting would be
actioned as soon as possible.

Action - DPO

7. Devon Beekeepers’ Day/AGM - this would be held at the Future Inn Hotel, Plymouth, on the
15™ December. The hotel was comfortable, roomy, and food would be available.

8. DBKA Bee Health Day - Exeter Branch would host the Day on the 28t July. Details had been
posted on the website, and circulated to all Branches and members. Catering would be available
by pre-order.
9. Asian Hornet

9.1. Asian Hornet Week - see 2.4 above.

9.2. AHAT SG - no progress had been made and no TORs had been forthcoming.
Action - VW
10. Branch Activity:
10.1. Tiverton - did not have a lot on; Mid-Devon & Honiton Shows.
10.2. East Devon - AxVale, Honiton Show; 44 beginners this year.

10.3. Plymouth - Teaching Apiary was being completely re-vamped; 12 beginners; 9 already for
next year.

10.4. Torbay - Cockington Manor Open day 14 July would include an Asian Hornet display.

10.5. Totnes & Kingsbridge - South Devon Convention on 4" November. Members were using
the educational opportunities at Buckfast Abbey. Branch buying new equipment. Totnes
Show.

10.6. Holsworthy - 14 beginners; joint events with the national Trust. Holsworthy & Stratton
Show. 2019 Holsworthy Spring Convention arrangements already in hand.

10.7. Exeter - new lease was in progress; Branch buying a log cabin. Honiton Show.

EC Mins Jun 18 2 of 5




10.8. Okehampton - bee safaris; 2 school visits; Okehampton Show.

AOB. The matter of Beekeeping Magazine being distributed in plastic wrapping was discussed.
LK was to talk to the printer to see if it would be changing magazine wrapping in the future.
Action - LK

11. Dates of Next Meetings - 1%t September, 15t December.

Refreshments - Plymouth

Enclosures:

1. DEFRA Consultation on Health & Harmony: the future of food, farming & the environment in a
Green Brexit.

2. Devon County Show Report.

Barry Neal
General Secretary

Tony Lindsell

Chairman
15t September 2018
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Enclosure 1 to DBKA EC Mins, Jun 18

DBKA Chairman’s Response to the DEFRA Consultation on Health & Harmony: the future
of food, farming & the environment in a Green Brexit.

I am the chairman of the Devon Beekeepers’ Association (DBKA), a charity body with aims to
promote & further the craft of beekeeping and to advance the education of the public of the
importance of honey bees in the environment. I represent a membership of some 1200 members
and our Association is a member of the British Beekeepers’ Association (BBKA). I am writing in
response to the Defra Consultation: Health & Harmony: the future of food, farming & the
environment in a Green Brexit.

My Association members are encouraged to note that bees are specifically mentioned in Section 11
of the Consultation paper - Protecting crop, tree, plant & bee health and it is to this section that I
address our comments.

The importance of bees to the environment through pollination is almost incalculable in terms of
economic & environmental benefits to humans. It is well documented & researched that the health
& well being of the honey bee has been under threat for many years from pests, disease & poison.
It is essential that post-Brexit controls are in place to ensure that new & continuing threats are
prevented from developing. For example, the small hive beetle, which is already established in
Italy, can decimate hives and lead to the destruction of colonies. It can spread very quickly and
would be difficult to eradicate once established. Prevention from the beetle entering our country
has to be the most effective method of dealing with it. A similar situation applies to the Asian
Hornet. Currently European Union law controls movement of honey bees within the Union; once
the UK leaves the EU, it is essential very tight controls on the importation of bees are put in place
and that they are effectively implemented. Both the BBKA & DBKA are fully in support of such
measures.

In terms of enforcement of controls & support for Beekeepers, the National Bee Unit currently
provides a respected service but is under-resourced. Many Apiaries are not visited over time and
should there be outbreaks of disease or infestation of pests then the NBU will not be able to cope.
There are over 20,000 known Beekeepers in the country (not including Bee Farmers) and an even
closer link between the NBU and Beekeepers needs to be encouraged. Beebase, the NBU website,
currently holds a database of Beekeepers but it is only a voluntary registration, it is suggested that
Beekeepers should be required to register with the NBU.

The indiscriminate use of pesticides has had a very serious effect on the health of bees over many
years. Recently EU decisions have acknowledged this following analysis of over 600 reports that
conclude “"most uses of neonicotinoid pesticides represent a risk to wild bees and honeybees”.
Currently the UK Government has already said it will support a complete ban on the outdoor use of
three bee-harming chemicals. It is essential for bees and the environment that post Brexit the
government continues to monitor the situation and follow the same policy. Farmers and
Beekeepers need to be encouraged to work together in support of each other to achieve
compliance.

Finally at a time when subsidies and finance will be considered without the limitations of EU control,
I would recommend that financial assistance is given to Beekeepers. For some years the DBKA
has been lobbying through the BBKA that Government should re-assess the level of Value Added
Tax that is levied on Beekeeping Equipment. Beekeeping has been high profile over recent years
and many hundreds of new Beekeepers are attracted to join our membership every year. They all
take a Beginners Course but many drop out when they realise how expensive it is to buy sufficient
equipment to allow them to keep bees. Itis a very expensive hobby but provides huge benefits to
the environment. If VAT was reduced or eliminated on Beekeeping Equipment (not equipment
used to produce and package honey) then I am confident more people would be keeping more bees.
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Enclosure 2 to DBKA EC Mins, Jun 18
Devon County Show 2018

The Devon County Show was a remarkable event this year for several reasons. Firstly, the sun
shone non-stop for all 3 days of the event. Secondly, because Ruth & Barry Neal were not seen in
the Bees & Honey Marquee on any of the 3 days. This was the first time this had happened for 9
years. Ruth & Barry were away celebrating their daughter’s wedding in Cyprus but they had both
been involved in the preparations for the show and provided detailed guidance notes for those left
in charge. By coincidence, it was also the last show that Ollie Allen, the Devon County Agricultural
Association Show Secretary, would organise before she retired.

We also missed Colin Sherwood, our Live Bee Handling co-ordinator who was unavoidably absent
having a hip replacement, which we are glad to report appears to have been successful.

Harriet Brooks-Brownlie, Stephen Ide and I did our best to ensure the show went ahead as usual
and with the experience, enthusiasm and flexibility of our stall managers and a long list of stewards
& volunteers the Show was judged a success. Several last minute changes were made to the
layout in order to fill the marquee and allow plenty of room around the Candle Rolling stall.

Numbers of visitors to the marquee were in line with recent years and we were relieved that all the
national and local events happening on the Saturday didn’t seem to affect attendance.

Unfortunately the number of entries to the competitions continue to disappoint, when as an
Association we have over 1100 members. We are grateful to the National Judges and a trainee
Judge for their time. Comment was made that it was an opportunity missed that they weren’t
more encouraging to exhibitors. We are very grateful to all our members and other Beekeepers
who do enter the competition and appreciate the time and effort that goes into each and every entry.
As usual the standard of entries in the Stevenson Trophy by 3 of our branches was outstanding.
They always manage to create displays that are original, interesting, educational, have a big impact,
show initiative, and involve adults and children.

With such good weather the Live Bee Handling that takes place behind the Marquee was very
popular this year and we even ran out of certificates at one stage. Fortunately, additional copies
were soon produced. The look of sheer joy and pleasure on the faces of those members of the
public brave enough to look into a beehive for the first time is a sight to behold.

This year we had a stand organised by our Asian Hornet Action Team about the threat of the Asian
Hornet to the UK. It was a very attractive stand generating much interest and led to an important
contact being made with British Rail. Thanks are due to Colin Lodge who organised and stewarded
the stand, almost single handedly.

Thanks go to our President, Christopher Smith, for presenting the trophies on the final day, and to
everyone who helped pre-show in setting up the marquee, and those post-show for taking down the
displays and storing all the equipment both on Saturday evening & Sunday morning.

We can't finish the report without mentioning Mick Male and his wife who have been an essential
part of our marquee for as long as I can remember, but weren't able to be with us this year. Mick’s
skill at skep making was always worth watching but his smile and engaging character is what we will
miss the most. We wish them both well.
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