
Devon Beekeepers Association  
Executive Council Minutes 

14th June 2025 

Present: 

Simon O’Sullivan, Alan Binge, Mike Ticehurst, Marion Coleman, Warwick Newson, Tony 
Lindsell, Judith Norman, David Stephens, Paul Greening, Gerry Stuart, Liz Westcott, 
Kathy Lovegrove, Lynette Rogers, David Wolley, Tammy Skinner, Martyn Williams, 
Jonathan Custance-Baker, Ian Thompson.


Apologies: Alan Rowse, Mark Grieves.


Chair’s Welcome: Simon O asked about conflicts of interest (none) and noted that 
the Council was quorate for any votes.


Minutes: Warwick N proposed acceptance of the minutes, Alan B seconded. 


Matters Arising:  

Website upgrade: Paul G presented Adi’s preliminary work showing the general 
new appearance of the website. A green and gold theme was agreed, with 
retention of the current version of the DBKA logo. More copyright-free photos are 
needed; Pixabay was proposed as a possible free source where all that is needed 
is crediting of the photographer. EC members can email further photos directly to 
Paul G.

Simon O and Paul G to have a face to face meeting with Adi to discuss the next 
phase of website improvement.


Emails: the Vice Chair email address works well. Paul G to look into why other trial 
addresses are not yet fully functional.


Treasurer’s Report: 
Accounts, budget and commentary previously circulated. (The budget was 
incorrectly headed “24/ 25” instead of “25/ 26” but the text refers to the correct 
period.) 

Current year

The County Show will make a good surplus although some expenses are yet to be 
paid so the final figure is not yet available. The 150 year badges cost less than 
expected.  The magazine invoicing from the printer has been slow but is catching 
up and the year end forecast is probably about right.

Budget

One £200 sum for a Bee Disease Day event was incorrectly entered as income 
when it would have been expenditure.  This will be corrected for the final budget in 



September. Asian hornet budget: the major expenses have already been made so a 
reduced standing budget of £500 will be provided with any further costs that arise 
being subject to EC approval.

County Show: the 2025 show was very successful, and won the silver award for 
the most attractive show ground feature.


Stephen Ide will stand down from organising the honey show stand, and it will be 
taken over by Viv Thorn. Tammy and Louise will take on Taste of Honey. 


After many years of stirling work as show secretary and chair for the beekeepers 
tent, Liz W plans to stand down. The show committee are to meet to discuss the 
way forward; EC reps to ask their branches for a volunteer to take this on. In 
addition, stand leads each need to have a sub.


Policy review - our Safeguarding policy 
Tammy revised this, using the skills of her profession. Ian T requested that the 
check list of “what to do” be moved to the front of the document.


Abbreviations: DSO is a Designated Safeguarding Officer, and there needs to be 
one in each branch, preferably not the chairman but someone at a slight distance 
from the main activity of the branch. Branches to appoint these at their next AGM - 
reminder due in October.

Acceptance of this revision was proposed by Alan B and seconded by Jonathan 
CB.


Consent form for consideration alongside the Safeguarding policy: this needs 
further discussion at the next meeting, along with any advice available from BBKA, 
particularly in relation to the need for legal advice, and in conjunction with the 
suggestions (sent out in advance) from Ruth Stainer-Smith. 


BBKA questionnaire on strategy for centralising administration: several members 
spoke firmly about the lack of confidence in the potential for BBKA to provide a helpful 
admin service centrally. Direct emailing of members by BBKA could be acceptable if 
members were consulted first and could opt in. There is concern about receipt of too 
many emails making it more likely for members to opt out of receiving eR2 emails 
altogether.


Mike Ticehurst (and Judith Norman, if two are permitted) to attend the proposed BBKA 
Zoom meeting to discuss this. 


Allergy Research Funding: 
A proposal was sent out in advance, putting the case for giving a donation towards 
research in Plymouth on allergy testing, towards ascertaining why some beekeepers 
develop anaphylaxis and others don’t. Martyn W spoke about his participation in the 
project as a subject, and the importance of the potential findings.




Some discussion took place regarding the amount being rather large; it was proposed by 
Martyn W that the requested £3500 was given in full, seconded by Tammy S, and the vote 
for this was carried.


Education Report: 
Kathy L outlined the wide variety of educational developments ongoing. A well attended 
microscopy course is underway.


NBU have offered to do a teaching day on bee diseases next year. A venue is needed 
with a side room that can be sealed off to maintain quarantine of diseased brood combs, 
to prevent access by nearby bees.


Torbay Beekeepers provided good teaching facilities at their apiary for the intermediate 
beekeepers’ training; it would be helpful if the work of making this provision could be 
taken on by a different branch next year.


The next DESC meeting will be in August.


President’s Day: 
Preparations have got off to a good start. Liz W will send out a reminder about buying 
tickets later in June. Three well qualified speakers will be lecturing: Professor Robert 
Pickard (Emeritus Professor of Neurobiology), Steve Riley (author of books on varroa, and 
education officer in his branch), and Alex Paines (RHS horticulturist).


Yellow Legged Asian Hornet update: 
Gerry S mentioned that there have been 35 confirmed sightings so far this year, mostly in 
the south east, with a few (apparently randomly) elsewhere. There will be a BBC Spotlight 
interview in Plymouth on this soon.


Marking 150 years: 
The commemorative badges have been well received, and remaining badges will be given 
out at President’s Day.


AOB:

1) Lynnette R reported that she had been told that the customary awarding of the  Frank 

Alston memorial skep to the Basic Certificate candidate with the highest marks was 
disallowed under BBKA exam rules, since all marks are confidential. She will ask if 
there is a way round this.


2) At the next meeting we will be reviewing the policy on Bullying and Harassment. 
Warwick N has sent a link to the ACAS site for a 30 minute free training module on 
this, to include understanding the law and how to deal with an incident. It has been 
used at BBKA and has been recommended as applicable to a wide variety of 
situations. It would be most helpful if EC members could do this, and then 
recommend it to their branch committees.


https://elearning.acas.org.uk/course/index.php?categoryid=7

3) Mike T announced that Michaela Eckenberger of Newton Abbot has done very well in 
her initial work helping him with the magazine admin, and she is shortly to take it over 
from him completely.


https://elearning.acas.org.uk/course/index.php?categoryid=7


Date of next meeting: 13th September 2025



